Swedish Center News
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Our Mission
To promote better understanding
between the United States and the
Nordic countries, with emphasis
on Sweden, and to perpetuate
Nordic culture and traditions
through the teaching, observance,
practice and celebration of this
culture and its traditions.
The SCC Calendar:
A reminder that the Center’s
calendars have moved to the
back page of the newsletter.
We continue to experiment with
different formats and sizing in
an effort to produce a truly
convenient and user-friendly way
of keeping track of what’s taking
place when at the Center.

Pancake
Breakfast
Sunday, February 4, 2007
8:00 am - 1:30 pm
LIVE SCANDINAVIAN
FOLK MUSIC
Richard Svensson
& Bjarne Jacobsen, Spelmanslag,
The Norsemen
Adults $7.00
Children 5-12 $4.00
Children under 4 free

February 2007

First Annual SCC Auction to be
held February 10
The Swedish Cultural Center sponsors its first annual SCC Auction
Saturday, February 10, 2007. The event begins at 5:00 p.m. and
includes a catered dinner, musical entertainment, dessert dash. silent
auction and a live auction conducted by auctioneer Del Jackson. Items
to be offered include a week in Hawaii, original art work, a ‘night on
the town’ package with dinner and the theater, a pizza party for 10
kids, and a cruise on Holland America anywhere the company sails.
Reservations, $40 per person, are available at the SCC, 1920
Dexter Ave. N., Seattle, or by calling (206) 283-1090. All of the net
proceeds will benefit the scholarship and building funds.
A list of businesses who have donated in support of the Auction
appears below. A list of individual auction
donors (complete at the time we went to
press with this issue of the newsletter)
appears on Page 6.

THE SWEDISH CULTURAL CENTER GREATLY APPRECIATES
THE SUPPORT OF THE FOLLOWING BUSINESSES:

5th Avenue Theatre
All Volvo
Babalouise
Canlis Restaurant
Daly’s
Desiree of Sweden
El Gaucho
Emerald Downs
Family Fun Center
Fred Meyer Ballard
Holland America Line
Hotel Andra
Ivar’s
King 5 Television
Lock Spot
Magnolia Ace Hardware
Me’nMoms
Melissa Samuels

Metropolitan Market
Museum of Glass
Nordic Heritage Museum
NW Outdoor Center
Pagliacci Pizza
Rainshadow Studios
SAM Art Museum
Scan East West Travel
Scandinavian Bakery
Scandinavian Specialties
Seattle Museum of Flight
Seattle Repertory Theatre
Still Stocka AB
Swanson’s Nursery
Trader Joe’s
Tropical Parking
Viking Tavern

Swedish
Cultural Center
1920 Dexter Avenue North
Seattle, WA 98109
206-283-1090 Telephone
206-283-2970 FAX
e-mail:swedishcc@gmail.com
www.swedishculturalcenter.org
Office Hours
Tuesday-Friday
9:00 a.m.- 4:00 p.m.
Monday and Saturday by appointment
Board of Directors
President Brandon Benson
VP/Properties Karl Larsson
Secretary Kristine Leander
Treasurer Don Wahlquist
Directors Anna Anderson
Jeremy Holt
Eileen Little
Randy Nelson
Paul Norlen
Susan Ramstead
Immediate
Past President

Vännerna
Maggie Berthiaume
Lilly Moen
Bonnie Orr
Rachel Osterlof
Jean Wirch

Swedish Center News
Editor Jeff Christensen
Swedish Center News (USPS 533-750) is
published monthly as part of yearly membership dues at $5 per person, per year,
by the Swedish Center, 1920 Dexter Avenue North, Seattle, WA 98109-2795.
Telephone is 206-283-1090. Periodicals
postage paid at Seattle, WA. Postmaster:
send address changes to Swedish Center
News, 1920 Dexter Avenue North, Seattle,
WA 98109-2795.

Deadline for material for the next
issue is the date of the next dinner
meeting (see calendar). Bring in or
fax (206-283-2970) typewritten
articles to the Swedish Center Office.
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The Swedish Cultural Center held the
Scandinavian Flea Market on January 13.
Many members and non-members
attended the event and had the
opportunity to purchase a wide variety of
items, including clothing, books, and
furniture. Two members of the Swedish
Cultural Center’s Board of Directors
organized this event – Anna Anderson
and Kristine Leander.
Invitations for the Swedish Cultural
Center’s Auction were mailed at the end
of 2006. The auction is being held to
raise money for the Center’s scholarship
program and for building improvements.
Reservations are being taken for this event which begins at 5:00 p.m. on
February 10 and will feature both a silent and live auction. Please note
the list of businesses that have supported the Swedish Cultural Center
printed on the cover of this newsletter. Members interested in volunteering
may contact Executive Director R. W. Clay at the Swedish Cultural Center
office at 206.283.1090.
Brandon Benson
President

Dr. Gene Nystrom

Center Operations
Executive
Director R.W. Clay
Administrative
Support Desiree Miglino

Chair
Vice-chair
Secretary
Treasurer
Sewing

President’s message

Swedish Pancake Breakfast
Musician’s Schedule 2006-07
February 4, 2007
Richard Svensson & Bjarne Jacobsen
Spelmanslag
The Norsemen

8:00 am - 9:30 am
10:00 am -11:30 am
11:45 am - 1:00 pm

March 4, 2007
Spelmanslag
Vi Aro Musikantor
Nordiska Folkdancers & Musicians

8:00 am - 9:30 am
10:00 am -11:30 am
11:45 am - 1:00 pm

April 1, 2007
Speldosan
Folk Voice Band
NW Pelimannit

8:00 am - 9:30 am
10:00 am -11:30 am
11:45 am - 1:00 pm

May 6, 2007
Richard Svensson & Skandia Kapelle
Nordic Reflections
Bjarne Jacobsen

8:00 am - 9:30 am
10:00 am -11:30 am
11:45 am - 1:00 pm

June 3, 2007
Speldosan
Folk Voice Band
Nordic Reflections

8:00 am - 9:30 am
10:00 am -11:30 am
11:45 am - 1:00 pm

Director’s notes
Our first event of 2007 was the monthly Pancake Breakfast and was
a complete success! So was the year 2006, but it wasn’t easy - it was
the result of much hard work by many volunteers and I am truly thankful
to them, as well as to all members, the Board and the Center’s staff.
Now, we are on the threshold of our first auction. It has been a
major undertaking and we STILL need your participation. Rather than
rely on the same reliable members who always volunteer, to lead the
charge on this new event, why not give your fellow members a hand?
There is still time to participate. Please do what you can by donating an
auction item or giving us either your time or cold hard cash. This event
is very important: it’s an opportunity to increase our Scholarship Fund
and make some much needed building improvements. I know that you
take pride in your membership with the Center, so please show it by
participating, however you can.
In the month of April, the Center is going to pay tribute to the founders
of Swedish Hospital by holding a dinner in their honor. The eleven
individuals being honored were all members of the Swedish Club and
the idea of the hospital was conceived in the original Swedish Club in
downtown Seattle. Many relatives of these individuals still reside in our
area. This event is an effort by Past President Bertil Lundh, President
Brandon Benson and some of the current Board members - look for more
information in future issues of this newsletter.
I am happy to report that I have yet another gentleman volunteering
to answer the phones and help in the office - one more person and we
will have met our desired goal, so keep it in mind that the opportunity to
volunteer is still here.
I apologize to the member (the one in communications) that I was
going to contact regarding voicemail boxes: your name and number have
completely disappeared! I would like to talk with you, if possible, so
please re-contact me (and sorry, again).
That’s it for now - hope to see you in the Center, soon!

Membership
Dinner

WEDNESDAY,
February 14, 2007
Social 6:00 pm
Dinner 6:30 pm
Cost: $15.00
PROGRAM:
Skandia dance instructors
Kathi Ploeger and Don Myers
share their experiences
with polska dance
certification in Sweden.
See the article on Page 6 for
more about the polska
DINNER MENU:

R.W.

Swedish Cultural Center Arts &
Craft Club
June Andersen Evanoff

The Swedish Cultural Center Arts & Craft Club was formed in 1971
and continues to meet on the second Thursday of each month at 11:00
am. We pursue our individual arts and crafts and enjoy a brief period of
creativity and inspiration from one another.
Members work on embroidery, metal craft, wood carving, paper
cutting, painting, quilting, jewelry, etc. The most important factor is the
enjoyment of sharing our afternoon at the Swedish Cultural Center with
friends, including making new friends. New members are cordially
welcome. For more information, call June Andersen Evanoff at 206232-3646.

Potato leek soup
Potatissoppa med purjolök
Herb roasted chicken
Stekt kyckling med örter
Succotash
Succotash, en rätt med
kokade bönor och majs
Boiled potatoes with butter,
cream and dill
Kokt potatis med smör,
grädde och dill
Panna Cotta
Panna Cotta, pudding
med vaniljsås

For reservations, please call:
206-283-1090
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February ‘Film
from Finland’
to have
special
introduction
Mia Spangenberg, Finnish
Ph.D. student in the UW
Department of Scandinavian
Studies,
will
introduce
February’s selection in the
“Films from Finland” series at
the Swedish Cultural Center on
February 28 at 7:30 p.m.
Mia has a par ticular
interest
in
the
film,
Juoksuhaudantie (The Trench
Road), because it deals with the
issues of masculine gender
roles in Finland and she has
based her studies on the
presentation of masculinity in
Finnish popular culture.
Director Veikko Aaltonen’s
film version of an award-winning
2002 novel deals with the
issues of the film’s protagonist,
Matti Virtanen, a contemporary
Finnish man attempting to
figure out how he fits into the
more narrow relationship of
marriage and family as well as
the broader social structure.
This comedy-tragedy has a
K-11 rating and the film is in
Finnish with English subtitles. A
$5.00 donation is requested at
the door. The “Films from
Finland” series is sponsored by
Finlandia Foundation Seattle
Chapter, with the cooperation of
the Swedish Cultural Center.
For a complete 2007 schedule
of films in the series, email
FFSC@finns.org or write to
FFSC, P.O Box 75052, Seattle
WA 98175.
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What could be cozier than an antique shop, a place where you can
stroll through aisles, usually narrow and crowded with furniture, past
tables covered with items large and small waiting to be discovered?
These days, another cozy place to make antique discoveries is right
at home, in front of your computer. The Internet is the place to find
Swedish Country Interiors — at www.swedishcountry.com — a business
the owners, Darlene Peterson Buchanan and her husband Jim, run out
of their home in Kirkland. Check out their selection of Swedish furniture
and collectibles, organized and illustrated by category.

Upcoming Dinner to Honor
Swedish Hospital Founders
Mark your calendars now for a very special dinner at the Center on
Saturday, April 21, to honor the 11 founders of Swedish Hospital — who
also happened to be members of the Swedish Club.
There will be more details in the next newsletter, and plans are already
underway to make this a memorable event, as we approach the centennial
of the founding of Swedish Hospital.

From the Mixing Bowl
After the amazing spring and summer that we enjoyed last year, I’m
trying not to complain too much about all the wind, rain, snow and other
weather challenges we’ve had to face this winter - but that’s hard to do!
Aside from the fact that we’d all probably rather be near our fireplaces
or comforters, it has also meant seeing a little less of the friendly faces
we love to see around the Center. Getting around safely in all that
Mother Nature has had to dish out over the past couple of months has
been a challenge,we know.
So, we’re looking forward around here to spring. I don’t want to jinx
anything, but I can’t help thinking that, with all we’ve put up with, we
deserve an early spring and all the sunshine the forces can muster:
doesn’t that seem reasonable to you?
In the meantime, we’ll keep on holding the fort here at the Center:
hosting our popular Happy Hours and hoping to see more of each of
you, now that we’re on the homestretch away
from all that bad weather.
Stay safe, keep warm and come see us at
a monthly membership meeting, a Happy
Hour...or whenever you can!
Eric DuBois, Owner
As You Like It Catering

CROWN ROOM
food service by

As You Like It Catering
Eric DuBois, Owner

Visit the Crown
Room Lounge
HAPPY HOURS
Held the first and third Friday
of each month
5:00 and 7:00 pm
Come join your friends
for discount drinks, snacks,
games and more.
Happy Hour dates
for this month:

SCC Film Series presents “The
Guy in the Grave Next Door”
On February 4, 2007, the SCC Film Series will present “The Guy in
the Grave Next Door”. The film is a romantic comedy which explores the
possibilities of love in midage.
The film, produced in 2000, will be shown in Swedish with English
subtitles, starting at 1:00 p.m. at the Center. Suggested donation is $5
and refreshments will be served. Contact Randy Nelson at 206-7686405 for more information.

SCANDINAVIAN HOUR
Saturday mornings
9:00-10:00 a.m.

KKNW 1150 AM
with hosts Ron Olson
& Doug Warne

Music and other programming from the homeland

February 2
February 16

Scholarships
Available
The Seattle Swedish
Community Scholarships, a
non-profit organization that
assists high school seniors in
their pursuit of higher
education, is offering 10
scholarships for 2007.
To get more information,
please contact: Seattle
Swedish Community
Scholarships, PO Box 77313,
Seattle, WA, 98133.
Application deadline for
2007 is March 31; Swedish
ancestry not required.

5

News about, or in the
interest of, our members...

The Swedish
Cultural
Center
announces
New Members
Kenneth and Charlene Ebert,
Earl and Denise Ecklund, John
and Kristia Higgins, Peter and
Kathryn Kane, Don Lorimer
and Laurel Stone, Carl Nelson.
Deceased
Don Forsman, Sven Franzon,
Carl Jarvie.
Memorials
Elov E. Bodin in memory of
Hattie Sakrison.
Donations
Jeremy and Megan Holt,
Kristine Leander, Janet Lidin,
Pamela Madden, Jeanne
Monroe, Frances Sherwood,
Gunnar and Birgitta Wallin,
Barbara Wilkins, Marie R.
Zobrist.
2006 Annual Fund Donors
Lin Applequist, Joanne Olds.

Moving or
changing
address?
Want to let us know about
a recent or upcoming move
or change of address?
Simply send your address
changes or corrections to:
Swedish Cultural Center,
Attn: Address Change,
1920 Dexter Ave N,
Seattle, WA, 98119.
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SCC members come out in
support of February 10 auction
Aside from the many businesses who have pledged donations of
items or services, many of our own members have stepped up in support
of our February auction.
We’d like to thank everyone who decided to participate in this event,
especially those individuals making cash or item donations, including:
Abraham, Karin
Amundson, Birget
Austin
Bacon, Keith
Barentheir, Inga Mai
Benson, Clifford
Boyd, Beverly
Boyd, Michael
Bratvold, Maxine
Burgason, Carla
Christensen, Harry
Clausen, Chris
Clay, RW
Duernberger, Paul & Ellen
Eckstrom, Sandra
Evanoff, June Anderson
Gregor, Sue
Guilden, David
Gustafson, Karin

Hackerson, Ralph
Halgren, Carina & John
Hartman, Madeline
Knechtel, Blythe & Larry
Lindback, Vivi Anne
Lyons, Dick & Betty
Madden, Pam & Vince
McGogney, Susan
Nelson, Diana
Nelson, John
Strange, Byron
Svensson, Richard
Wangsten, Eric
Warne, Mr & Mrs. Doug
Wermcrantz, Dennis
Wideburg, Laura
Nordiska
SCC

Traditional Swedish polska
dances experience resurgence
On Wednesday, February 14, the Swedish Cultural Center will
welcome Skandia Folkdance Society dance instructors Kathi Ploeger and
Don Myers, who will speak to our membership about the resurgence of
polska dancing in Sweden, which now includes the opportunity for
enthuasiasts to be certified in this art form.
The idea of certification began in Sweden in the late 1960s - the
basic premise was to stimulate interest in, and at the same time preserve,
Swedish polska dances. Thus was born the “polskadansmärket”. The
first annual “uppdansning” (the event where dancers are put through
their paces) took place in 1969 in Rättvik, Dalarna.
The polskdansmärket, or polska dance medal, is awarded in Bronze,
Silver and Big Silver and dancers perform their dances for a panel of
three highly-knowledgeable judges.
The uppdansning and the resulting medals have become very
important to the Swedish folkdance community and American dancers
eventually joined in the process: achieving the original goal of the
movement — to stimulate interest and preserve this traditional art form.

Hemlandsnytt
News from the homeland

Vännerna

A column of current Swedish news topics, taken from Swedish news
media. They do not reflect the opinions of the Swedish Cultural Center.
Happy New Year: Immigration and leadership were the two main themes
in the traditional radio address by King Carl XVI Gustav to the Swedish
people at Christmas. He stated that the distances have dwindled in the
world through the use of “cyber space”, but that nothing can replace the
personal contacts and meetings with people. He also welcomed the
immigrants to Sweden who have helped to create a better society and
emphasized the importance of strong leaders, especially for the youths.

NEXT MEETING
Celebration: The emperor of Japan will be the guest of honor when Carl
von Linne’s 300th anniversary will be celebrated, later this spring. Carl
von Linne is Sweden’s most recognized scientist in the world and probably
the most famous Swede of all time. The anniversary will also be celebrated
in at least 15 other countries.
Goat story. One traditional Christmas figure in Sweden is a goat made of
straw (julbock). In Gävle, a 40-foot high straw goat has been displayed
on top of a roof since 1966. That very first year, the goat was set afire
and it has been the same story through many years. But at the 40th
anniversary there was a statement on the goat’s own web-site that he
had been burned for the last time as he had been impregnated with an
agent used on aircraft, making him fire-proof...and nobody since has
succeeded in setting him afire.
ABBA: Björn Ulvaeus, who co-founded ABBA with Benny Anderson in 1966,
has been charged by Swedish tax officials to pay $2.1 million for
undeclared royalties from the super group’s hits dating back decades. It
is the second time the tax authority has claimed the 61 year old singer
dodged taxes by not declaring millions in royalties.
Beauty: The largest dog show in Sweden, known as “My Dog”, featured
9,500 dogs of 200 different breeds, in 2006. Accompanied by whistles
and applause, the black American cocker spaniel, Carmen, was crowned
the most beautiful dog in Sweden and walked away with Best In Show.
Carmen lives in Borlänge with her owner Carina Östman.
Global warming: Sweden could become a paradise for tourists and
farmers...60 years from now. A new report from the EU commission that
deals with the economic consequences from the changes in climate
shows that southern Europe will be hit the hardest, with drought and
bad crops, while the temperature increase in northern Europe will become
a new Riviera with richer crops and more tourists.
Economic news: Sweden’s national budget had a surplus of about SEK
18 billion ($2.58 billion U.S.) in 2006 thanks to strong economic growth,
the National Dept Office announced.

Vännerna Business and
Sewing Meeting
Tuesday,
February 6, 2007
10:00 a.m.

COMING EVENTS
Vännerna Business and
Sewing Meeting
Tuesday, March 6, 2007
10:00 a.m.
Vännerna Business and
Sewing Meeting
Tuesday, April 3, 2007
10:00 a.m.
Vännerna is open to
both men and women
The purpose of Vännerna
is to promote fellowship
among members of the
Swedish Cultural Center,
provide a format of varied
programs encouraging
discussions and sharing of
ideas and work with and
support the Center through
service and financial support.

Submitted by
Gunnar Wallin
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Swedish Center Calendar - February 2007
Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday
1

Friday
2

Happy Hour
Crown Room
Lounge
5:00-7:00 pm

Svea Male Chorus
Rehearsal

5

6

Vännerna Meeting

7

8

SCC Board
Meeting

Swedish Women's
Chorus Rehearsal
12

13

14

Arts & Craft
Club Meeting

9

20

SCC Open House

21

16

22

27

4

Pancake Breakfast

11

Happy Hour,
Crown Room
Lounge
5:00-7:00 pm

23

Klippan
Meeting

17

18

24

25

AYLI Sunday
Brunch,
3 Crowns Dining
Room

Svea Male Chorus
Rehearsal

Swedish Women's
Chorus Rehearsal
26

Sunday

First Annual SCC
Auction

Swedish Women's SCC Membership Svea Male Chorus
Chorus Rehearsal
Dinner Meeting
Rehearsal

19

3

10

Svea Male Chorus
Rehearsal
115

Saturday

28

Swedish Women's
Chorus Rehearsal

Finnish Film
Series

Swedish Center Calendar - March 2007
Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday
1

Friday
2

Happy Hour,
Crown Room
Lounge
5:00-7:00 pm

Svea Male Chorus
Rehearsal

5

6
Vännerna
Meeting

7

Swedish Women's
Chorus Rehearsal
12

13

8

SCC Board
Meeting

14

Arts & Craft
Club Meeting

9

20

SCC Open House

21

26

27

Swedish Women's
Chorus Rehearsal

8

28

Sunday
4

Pancake Breakfast

11

Klippan
Meeting

Svea Male Chorus
Rehearsal
15
1

22

Svea Male Chorus
Rehearsal

Swedish Women's
Chorus Rehearsal

3

10

16

Swedish Women's SCC Membership Svea Male Chorus
Chorus Rehearsal
Dinner Meeting
Rehearsal

19

Saturday

29

Finnish Film Svea Male Chorus
Series
Rehearsal

Happy Hour,
Crown Room
Lounge
5:00-7:00 pm

23

17

18

24

25

Swedish Cultural
Society Event

30

31

AYLI Sunday
Brunch,
3 Crowns Dining
Room

