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Our Mission
To promote better understanding
between the United States and the
Nordic countries, with emphasis
on Sweden, and to perpetuate
Nordic culture and traditions
through the teaching, observance,
practice and celebration of this
culture and its traditions.
The SCC Calendar:
A reminder that the Center’s
calendars have moved to the
back page of the newsletter.
We continue to experiment with
different formats and sizing in
an effort to produce a truly
convenient and user-friendly way
of keeping track of what’s taking
place when at the Center.

Pancake
Breakfast

March 2007

Strategic Planning at SCC
The SCC Board is on an ambitious track to plan the future of the
Swedish Cultural Center. In the fall of 2006, a group made up of
some board members plus other interested parties began meeting
every other week. We started with two immediate goals: First, to create
a list of all the possible changes that could be made to grow the
membership and improve the Center. In true brainstorming fashion,
the list is meant to be as long as possible. Nothing will be eliminated
until the end of our process, when we begin evaluating the
suggestions. Second, we researched what other similar clubs and
organizations are doing to grow their membership.
Now in 2007, we are adding a third goal to our planning process:
to get feedback from as many people as possible. To do this, we’re
holding four focus group sessions with the following: long-time
members of the SCC; new members of the SCC; local Swedish
Americans who we think ought to be members but are not (yet); and
the leaders of Swedish-American groups in the Northwest.
In January, we met with the long-time and newer members who
gave us wonderful ideas and feedback. We will meet with the other
two groups in February and finish our recommendations to the SCC
Board by the end of March.
If you have ideas for what the SCC could or should be doing, we
invite you to contact us. No idea is too small—or too bold—at this point.
You’re welcome to contact Board President Brandon Benson (at 206270-0151 or brandoncbenson@hotmail.com) or Board Secretary and
chair of the strategic planning group, Kristine Leander (206-778-1081
or kristineleander@hotmail.com).
We look forward to hearing from you and to making our report to
the board and the membership.

Sunday, March 4, 2007
8:00 am - 1:30 pm
LIVE SCANDINAVIAN
FOLK MUSIC
Spelmanslag, Vi Aro Musikantor,
Nordiska Folkdancers & Musicians
Adults $7.00
Children 5-12 $4.00
Children under 4 free

Please save the date...

Nordic Exchange April 7
The Nordic Exchange will be held in April this year; we are looking
at April 7, at this time. It is the Swedish Cultural Center’s turn to host
the event, so the event will be held in the Center, most likely in the
Stockholm Hall based on attendance. We will be inviting members of
the Sons of Norway as well as members of other Nordic organizations.
This event consist of eating, drinking, dancing and lots of fun. Full
menu, entertainment and other details in the next newsletter.
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President’s message
Last month, the Swedish Cultural
Center held its first auction. The proceeds
from the auction are to benefit the
Swedish Cultural Center’s Scholarship
Program and improvements to the
building. Many individuals helped with the
event, both before and on the 10 th of
February. I want to thank the Auction
Committee for planning and executing a
successful fundraiser. Members of the
committee are Barbro and Eric Wangsten,
Susan Absher, Sue Gregor, Eileen Little,
Diana Nelson, Pam Madden, and
Executive Director R. W. Clay.
I want to thank all of the members and businesses that donated the
many auction items – we had more than 150 silent auction items and
more than 20 live auction items. I also want to thank everyone who
attended the auction. We had more than 120 in attendance that kept
the bidding lively during the event. In next month’s newsletter, I will report
on the amount we raised at the auction. Please see the article in this
newsletter about a committee created to address long term planning at
the Swedish Cultural Center. Board member Kristine Leander is leading
this committee and members are welcome to contact Kristine or me with
ideas for the Strategic Planning Committee.
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Swedish Center News (USPS 533-750) is
published monthly as part of yearly membership dues at $5 per person, per year,
by the Swedish Center, 1920 Dexter Avenue North, Seattle, WA 98109-2795.
Telephone is 206-283-1090. Periodicals
postage paid at Seattle, WA. Postmaster:
send address changes to Swedish Center
News, 1920 Dexter Avenue North, Seattle,
WA 98109-2795.

Deadline for material for the next
issue is the date of the next dinner
meeting (see calendar). Bring in or
fax (206-283-2970) typewritten
articles to the Swedish Center Office.
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Brandon Benson
President

Finnish Folkdance at the
Swedish Cultural Center
In preparation for Saint Urho’s day, the Center will play host to “a
spot of Finnish dancing” on Saturday, March 10. The evening will feature
live music by Northwest Pelimannit. Pelimannit plays lots of old timey
Waltzes, Schottisches, Polkas, Mazurkas and One Steps, though they
call them Valsi, Jenkka, Polkka, Masurka and Humppa. The band includes
the only musician ever honored by one of Finland’s leading folk music
magazines as the musician of the month who was neither of Finnish
descent nor residence.
The evening’s dancing begins at 8:00 PM and will continue until
11:00 PM. Cost is $9. In addition, there will be a special “Humppa”
lesson at 7:30 PM, just prior to the evening’s main festivities. For more
info, send an email to: pat@folkdancing.com.
Also, The Nordic Heritage Museum will be sponsoring a 6-lesson
series of Nordic Folk Dancing classes on Tuesday and Wednesday
evenings throughout March . Cost for the series is $40. For more
information, please call Stina at (206) 789-5707 x 19 or email
charlotte@nordicmuseum.org.

Director’s notes
2007 is going incredibly fast, here we are approaching March
Madness and it will be spring training before we know it. I guess that
equates to having been busy — it has been that. We have a couple of
good pancake breakfasts under our belts, plus a couple of new fund
raisers: the Scandinavian Antiques & Flea Market event and our first
Auction.
Each event went very well, especially for the first time out, and we
are looking forward to repeating them this year. I can’t thank all the
volunteers enough: you really did a bang up job and it couldn’t have
worked without you — many, many kudos to each and everyone of you.
The February membership meeting just happened to fall on St.
Valentines Day. Though the crowd was small, it included members that
I haven’t seen around the Center for some time, making it kind of special.
Hello to all from Dorothy May Johnson and Lillian Swensson.
Typically this month we hold the annual Nordic Exchange but this
year we are going to celebrate it in April. There will be more details in
next month’s news and a small article in this issue.
There are a couple of new committees/groups that are working very
hard at future plans for the Center, look for some refurbishing changes
in the not too distant future.
We now have two gentlemen that are now helping out with the
receptionist duties in addition to our ever loyal ladies that give of their
time...but we still need 2 more people. What I’m saying is that this position
is not gender specific, so think about it, gentlemen.
Plans are still on going for the Honorarium Dinner in April for the
founders of the Swedish Hospital — full details will be in the next edition.
There has been some talk of a garage sale in May and there will be
more to come on that in the next edition as well. Remember the Happy
Hours on the first and third Fridays, (at this time) the Pancake Breakfast
on the first Sunday and the Brunch on the third Sunday — I hope you
can make at least one of these events this month.
That’s it for now - hope to see you in the Center, soon!
R.W.

Upcoming Dinner to Honor
Swedish Hospital Founders
On Saturday, April 21, the Swedish Cultural Center is pleased to host
a special dinner honoring the 11 founders of Swedish Hospital. These
individuals,who also happened to be members of the Swedish Club,
shared a vision which has made a lasting impact on our community. There
will be more details in the next newsletter, and plans are already underway
to make this a memorable event, as we approach the centennial of the
founding of Swedish Hospital.
Founded in 1910, Swedish Medical Center is the largest, most
comprehensive not-for-profit health system in the Pacific Northwest.
Based in Seattle, Swedish is comprised of three hospital campuses (First
Hill, Providence and Ballard), Swedish Home Care Services and Swedish
Physicians - a network of nine primary-care clinics.

Membership
Dinner

WEDNESDAY,
March 14, 2007
Social 6:00 pm
Dinner 6:30 pm
Cost: $15.00
PROGRAM:
Members of the
Norwegian Ladies Chorus
will perform songs
from their repertoire

DINNER MENU:
Green Salad with shaved
fennel, served with lemon
dill vinaigrette
Grönsallad med skalad
fänkål, serverad med
citron-dill vinägrett
Rosemary Cod with
Caramelized onions
Rosmarinkryddad torsk
med glaserad lök
Green Beans
Gröna bönor
Herb Roasted Rutabaga
Örtkryddad kålrot
Baked Apples with honey
and ginger
Ungnsbakade äpplen
med honung och ingefära
For reservations, please call:
206-283-1090
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The (Swedish)
Music Box
The Swedish pop music
boom continues.
The latest act to appear
in the Seattle area is
up-and-coming Swedish
singer/songwriter “El Perro
del Mar”, who will be
performing at Neumo’s (925
E. Pike) on Friday, March 9.
For more information
about her songs and her
North American tour,
see her web site:
www.elperrodelmar.com.

Thank You,
Academy
Press
The Swedish Cultural Center
would like to thank
Academy Press owner
Terry Karis, our Academy
sales representative, Jeremy,
and the rest of their staff for
their help with the
preparation of our first
auction invitations.

Dancing at
the Center
The Swedish Cultural Center
hosts an evening of
Zwiefacher Abend dance on
Saturday, March 31, 2007,
8:00 PM to 11:00 PM.
Cost is $8.
Live Music by Chris Barnes
& Kris Johansson.
Lesson 7:30-8:00 PM
“Zwiefacher” taught by
Patrick McMonagle
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SCC Film Series presents
“Double Shift”, March 4
On March 4, 2007, the SCC Film Series continues with the
presentation of the 2004 film “Double Shift”.
In the film, Jonas and Emma have a new baby. Emma, who works as
a weather forecaster, goes on maternity leave for eight months. But she
starts to suffer from infant-care neurosis and decides to go back to her
work. Jonas is left with no other option than to take care of the baby.
Jonas works at a small taxi company, makes excuses and hesitates to
take paternal responsibility. He eventually meets Jocke, who also looks
after his baby.
The film was the directorial debut of Maria Essen and was the first
time that one of Sweden’s most popular actors, Mikael Persbrant, played
a comic role: his appearance in the movie made big news in Sweden.
The film will be shown in Swedish with English subtitles, starting at
1:00 p.m. at the Center. Suggested donation is $5 and refreshments will
be served. Contact Randy Nelson at 206-768-6405 for more information.
Each month the SCC Film Series spotlights the accomplishments of
Nordic (especially Swedish) filmmakers.

From the Mixing Bowl
I keep thinking that I already notice the days growing longer — or is
that just wishful thinking? The saying goes that March comes “in like a
lion”, but compared to January and February, March isn’t looking too
bad.
On the days when it is grayer than I’d like, I do think ahead to Spring
and Summer, longing for the lingering rays coming through the window
of the Crown Room Lounge during Happy Hour. I love the Happy Hours
because they allow members to mingle and relax without any agenda.
We always try to make them fun, be it through games, special
entertainment or “theme” nights, when appropriate. More than anything,
it’s a great opportunity to swap stories, hear a new joke and find out
what your fellow Swedes have been up to (there’s no better place to get
your news than at the neighbor’s fence, Grandma used to say).
Speaking of what people are saying, how would you say we’re doing
when it comes to our menus for the monthly dinner meeting? We try to
bring in new dishes, while still serving traditional favorites and oldfashioned comfort food...but we’re always open
to suggestions and new recipes, so feel free
to tell us what you like (and what you would
like) — we’ll see what we can do! If you
don’t have an opinion, maybe you
haven’t been to meeting in while?
Eric DuBois, Owner
As You Like It Catering

CROWN ROOM
food service by

As You Like It Catering
Eric DuBois, Owner

Visit the Crown
Room Lounge
HAPPY HOURS
Held the first and third Friday
of each month
5:00 and 7:00 pm
Come join your friends
for discount drinks, snacks,
games and more.
Happy Hour dates
for this month:
March 2
March 16

Moving or changing
address?
Want to let us know about a recent or upcoming move or change of
address? Simply send your address changes or corrections to: Swedish
Cultural Center, Attn: Address Change, 1920 Dexter Ave N, Seattle, WA,
98119.

SCANDINAVIAN HOUR
Saturday mornings
9:00-10:00 a.m.

KKNW 1150 AM
with hosts Ron Olson
& Doug Warne

Music and other programming from the homeland

Scholarships
Available
The Seattle Swedish
Community Scholarships, a
non-profit organization that
assists high school seniors in
their pursuit of higher
education, is offering 10
scholarships for 2007.
To get more information,
please contact: Seattle
Swedish Community
Scholarships, PO Box 77313,
Seattle, WA, 98133.
Application deadline for
2007 is March 31; Swedish
ancestry not required.
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News about, or in the
interest of, our members...

The Swedish
Cultural
Center
announces
New Members
Dennis Anderson, Kelly &
William Bryant, Dorothy
Donahoe, Michael Greene,
Linda and James Landerdahl,
Peder Nelson, Siri Nelson,
Douglas
and
Lourdes
Reymore, Martina Soderlund.
Deceased
Evelyn Nelson, Ron Requa.
Memorials
Clifford and Lynda Benson in
memory of Hattie Sakrison,
Harry and Edith Beasley in
memory of Evelyn Nelson,
Elizabeth Bergerson in
memory of Nils John Heydine,
Elov Bodin in memory of Don
Forsman and Sven Franzon,
Lance and Ginger Haag in
memory of Evelyn Nelson,
Swedish Women’s Chorus in
memory of Eva Israelsson,
Judy Ottoson Womack in
memory of Mrs. K. Ottoson
and Mrs. R. Ottoson.
Donations
Charles F. Anderson, Carol
Coleman, Kristin Dahlquist,
Bertha E. Eriksson, Robert
and Delores Kalstrom, Carolyn
and Robert Purser, Larry
Thompson, Judy Ottoson
Womack.
2006 Annual Fund Donors
Curtis E. Jacob, Richard B.
Svensson.
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Finland’s best-known
filmaker featured in March
Finnish film series
Aki Kaurismäki is unquestionably Finland’s best-known director
abroad. One of his finest films – Juha — is the March 28 selection in the
“Films from Finland” series at the Swedish Cultural Center.
Based on the 1911 Finnish novel of the same name by Juhani Aho,
Juha is a story of marriage turned to tragedy by the appearance of an
exotic and mysterious stranger.
Kaurismäki chooses to recreate this story cinematically using no
spoken dialogue, an evocative musical score by Anssi Tikanmäki, and
luminous black-and-white cinematography by Timo Salminen. The effect
is startling, yet true to the spirit of the novel.
Like all films in the series, Juha begins at 7:30 p.m. It runs a rather
brief 77 minutes and is appropriate for adults and teens. While silent,
the film has inter-titles, which are in English as well as Finnish.
A donation of $5.00 is requested at the door. Sponsored by Finlandia
Foundation Seattle Chapter, films in this series are always shown at
Swedish Cultural Center on the fourth Wednesday of each month. A full
calendar of 2007 films is available at FFSC@finns.org.

Join the Svea Male Chorus!
Contrary to recent rumors, The Svea Male Chorus is alive and well.
We invite anyone who has an interest in singing, or in Scandinavian
heritage or both to join us. You don’t need to read music if you can carry
a tune, and you don’t need to speak Swedish. We will help you with both
the music and the language.
We are now rehearsing on Thursdays from 11:00 AM to 1:00 PM at
the Swedish Cultural Center. This avoids the problems of night driving,
commuter traffic and conflicts with the dinner hour.
If you are at all interested, please give us a call and talk with us. You
are invited to join us for a rehearsal as well. Contact Jim Erickson at 206546-1364 or Charlie Anderson at 206-909-8723, email us at
Sveachorus@earthlink.net or leave us a note at the Center. We would
love to hear from you.

More Auction donors recognized
We want to continue to recognize donors who helped make our first
annual Auction such a big success. We appreciate the support of: Elmer
Anderson, Ruby Nelson Beilby, Patti Benson, Per & Inga Bolang, Lowell
& Carla Burgason, Emily Carter, Axel Drugge, Maxine Grayson, John
Helgren, Genevieve Holter, Barbara Krohn, S. Mylo Lindgren, Margaret
Mechaley, Stephanie Nelson, Joanne Olds, Erik Olson, Spelmanslag,
Azile V. Swafford, Lorraine Wallin, Andrew Warner.

Hemlandsnytt

Vännerna

News from the homeland
A column of current Swedish news topics, taken from Swedish news
media. They do not reflect the opinions of the Swedish Cultural Center.

Profit: Alfa Laval, a machinery company in Tumba, has reported a triple
increase in sales in the fourth quarter of 2006 after large success with
equipment for plants in the US producing bio-ethanol. The sales during
this period were worth SEK 6 billion ($ 857 mil).
Awards: 32 politicians, officers, industrial individuals, athletes, and artists
were presented with two medals — His Majesty’s Medal and the Litteris
et Artibus — from King Carl Gustav, at a recent reception at the Royal
Castle. These medals were awarded for significant contributions in the
recipients specific fields.
Record: It was a record warm month of January in Falsterbo, southwest
of Malmö, where the average temperature (counting both day and night)
was 5.1 deg C (41.2 deg F). The normal temperature for Falsterbo during
January is .3 deg C.
Eliminate: An organization called the Republican Union of the Bank of
Sweden is lobbying to delete the picture of the King from the one krona
coin. It is thought that the portrait of the King on a coin should be a
thing of the past and should be replaced by a picture that symbolizes
modern Sweden. They would not mind having a fairy type figure like
Pippi Longstocking instead of a king on the coins.
Moving: People from Dalarna living in condominiums, along with house
owners in Stockholm, are moving more than other Swedes according to
the new report: “Why move?”. A new index shows that the average
Swede moves ten times in his or her lifetime.
History: On February 8, 1967, a very different Swedish “bird” flew
over Linköping: the prototype of SAAB’s (then new) fighter jet J37 “Viggen”
(Thunderbolt). To commemorate the first flight, a Viggen made some
low passes over Linköping on the same date 40 years later. Some of the
unique features were the nose wing or canard and double delta wing
configuration. The Viggen was the first genuine canard military airplane
to make production for more than half a century. This nose wing and
the delta wing made it possible to fly at very low speeds and land on
short temporary landing fields like regular roads. The maximum speed
was around 1,320 mph (Mach 2+). A total of 329 Viggens were delivered
to the Swedish Air Force. Next time you have a chance to visit the Crown
Room Lounge at the Center be sure to look at the picture on the wall
showing a photo of the proto type (37-1) of the Viggen.
Submitted by
Gunnar Wallin

NEXT MEETING
Vännerna Business and
Sewing Meeting
Tuesday,
March 6, 2007
10:00 a.m.

COMING EVENTS
Vännerna Business and
Sewing Meeting
Tuesday, April 3, 2007
10:00 a.m.
Vännerna is open to
both men and women
The purpose of Vännerna
is to promote fellowship
among members of the
Swedish Cultural Center.
We also seek to provide
a format of varied programs
encouraging discussions
and sharing of ideas and
work with and support the
Center through service and
financial support.

7

Swedish Center Calendar - March 2007
Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday
1

Friday
2

Happy Hour,
Crown Room
Lounge
5:00-7:00 pm

Svea Male Chorus
Rehearsal
5

6

7

8

Vännerna Meeting
SCC Board
Meeting

Swedish Women's
Chorus Rehearsal
12

13

14

Arts & Craft
Club Meeting

9

20

SCC
Open House

26

27

28

Happy Hour,
Crown Room
Lounge
5:00-7:00 pm

23

Svea Male Chorus
Rehearsal

Swedish Women's
Chorus Rehearsal

11

Klippan
Meeting

16

22

Swedish Women's
Chorus Rehearsal

Pancake Breakfast

Svea Male Chorus
Rehearsal
1
15

21

Sunday
4

3

10

Swedish Women's SCC Membership Svea Male Chorus
Chorus Rehearsal
Dinner Meeting
Rehearsal
19

Saturday

29

17

18

24

25

AYLI Sunday
Brunch,
3 Crowns Dining
Room

Swedish Cultural
Society Event

30

31

Finnish Film Svea Male Chorus
Series
Rehearsal

Swedish Center Calendar - April 2007
Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

Sunday
1

Pancake Breakfast
SCC Film Series
2

3

4

Swedish Women's
Chorus Rehearsal

9

10

5

SCC Board
Meeting

11

12

17

18

19

24

Swedish Women's
Chorus Rehearsal

30

8

20

Svea Male
Chorus
Rehearsal

Swedish Women's
Chorus Rehearsal

23

13

25

26

Finnish
Film Series

Happy Hour,
Crown Room
Lounge
5:00-7:00 pm

7

8

Nordic
Exchange

14

Svea Male
Chorus
Rehearsal

Swedish Women's SCC Membership
Chorus Rehearsal
Dinner Meeting

16

6

Svea Male
Chorus
Rehearsal

27

Svea Male
Chorus
Rehearsal

Happy Hour, 21
Honorarium Dinner
Crown Room
for Swedish
Lounge
Hospital Founders
5:00-7:00 pm
28

15

AYLI Sunday
Brunch,
3 Crowns Dining
Room

22

29

