Swedish Center News
April 2009

Swedish Cultural Center . Seattle . Washington

Why Not?
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Our Mission
To promote better understanding
between the United States and
the Nordic countries, with
emphasis on Sweden, and to
perpetuate Nordic culture
and traditions through the
teaching, observance, practice
and celebration of this culture
and its traditions.

Upper right: Lise Olden
charmed the Northwest
with a series of concerts in
March. Right, clockwise
from top: The band
brought a bit of Norway to
the Swedish Cultural
Center—including the flag.
Lise and Ann Helen
Stamsnve,
violin, join the
crowd at the
Leif Erikson
Lodge. Ann
fiddles away at
Nordic
Exchange.
Photos: Arni
Thompson and
Kristine
Leander.

hen the idea arose to bring musical entertainment over from Scandinavia for our annual
Nordic Exchange with the Leif Erikson Lodge of the
Sons of Norway, your Board asked, “Why not?”
Thank goodness the singer we selected, Lise Olden
from Trondheim, said the same.
And what a visit it was! Lise and her band,
made up of Ann Helen Stamnsve (violin), Rune
Andre Melvær (guitar) and Arild Følstad (keyboard) had a wonderful week in Seattle. On
Tuesday, Ann and Rune played Celtic music at the
Center for our Sven Patrick celebration, while Lise
and Arild went to Everett for a radio interview on
the “Nordic Roots and Branches” show, aired
weekly on the community station KSER. (The show
isn’t archived, but you can listen to future shows of
mostly modern Scandinavian music from 8:30 to
10:30 p.m. every Tuesday at 90.7 FM or online at
www.kser.org.)
Wednesday was a private party in the lounge
that had been auctioned off at the Center the
month before. The group was thrilled with the
Center’s cityscape view during their performance.
On Thursday, they went to Everett for a show at

the historic Hartley
Mansion, a treat for
our members who
live north of Seattle.
Friday was the
Nordic Exchange
and Saturday was
another concert.
In between
public concerts, the
band also squeezed
in a lunchtime visit to the Leif Erikson Lodge in
Ballard, where Ann picked up her violin and joined
SCC member Richard Svensson, who was
playing there, while Lise sang “Nidelven.” They also
did a performance at Norse Home, to the delight of
about a hundred residents. When the residents loved
the hymn that Lise and Ann sang as a duet, “Alltid
freidig når du går,” they added that song to their
repertoire and sang it at the Exchange.
We can’t forget to mention that Board member
Lori Ann Reinhall and volunteer Laurie Arst
had prepared the display cases in the Center with
incredible displays of items from Norway and
Sweden. What were the surprises for the band? For
one, that Americans eat turquoise-and-pink cereal at
breakfast. For another, that they didn’t see any
violence. They found the friendliness of Americans to
be very appealing, and the same went for our easy
mixing of races and cultures. And they found time
for a trip to the Jimi Hendrix Memorial in Renton.
There’s no doubt the band will return. The only
question is what the Sons of Norway will do to top
this when they host the Exchange next year. Rumor is
they’ve already started planning it. See the band’s blog
of their Seattle trip at www.usaturne.blogspot.com,
and visit www.swedishculturalcenter.org for a link
to a YouTube clip of concert highlights. The Center
has CDs of Lise’s music available for sale (see p. 5).
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President’s Notes

game. Another concept in the works is to
become “Nordic Central” for the 2010 Winter
n an earlier column, I wrote about other
Olympics, where fans can gather to watch
cultural organizations in the community,
their favorite teams compete or stop by on
with missions related to ours, and how we
their way to Vancouver to see the games in
cooperate with them. In addition to these
person. Remember 2006, when “Tre Kronor”
separate organizations, there are groups
won both the Olympic gold medal and the
within the Swedish Cultural Center that
world championship in hockey!
pursue special interests related to ScandinaA perfect example of a gang of people
vian culture. Some are formally established
dedicated to a particular interest is a car club.
and some are looser collaborations—perhaps
We don’t necessarily have one, but the Center
as a branch of a separate organization.
might become a place for members of the Saab
The Center has always been a great place and Volvo clubs to put aside their differences
for music lovers to find a Swedish connection. and celebrate Swedish industrial design. On our
The Swedish Women’s Chorus and Svea Male
National Day, June 6, the Center will have a
Chorus have been fixtures here for decades.
Swedish car show, which just might jumpstart
We currently sponsor Scandinavian folkdanc- more interest from Club members.
ing every fourth Friday, and folk musicians
The Center is also a natural place to
and dancers perform regularly at our monthly experience Scandinavian design and décor as
pancake breakfast. Our Friday Happy Hours
you gather for any purpose. It is common to
feature music from the Nordic countries, and
overhear conversations about architecture or
have become a place—after 8:00—for casual furniture design as we continue to strive for a
collaborations of music lovers to keep up on
Swedish aesthetic in our facility. The Vännerna
current Swedish music of many genres.
group gathers each first Tuesday to further
Intellects can find
their handwork, crafts
common ground at the
he Center’s book
and friendships.
club meets
Center with a book
Exploration of
Wednesday, Apr. 8,
club that meets the
Swedish history and
5:30–6:30 p.m. in the
library. (Afterward,
second Wednesday of
heritage is available
you can attend the
the month and our
through our genealogy
Members & Friends
lecture series, which
dinner.) For our
group, which meets
meetings in April and
often sponsors visiting
every first Sunday of
May, we’ll discuss The
scholars. Movie buffs
the month, as well as
Shadow in the Water
(Skuggan
i
vattnet)
by
gather every third
the volunteer project
Inger Frimansson, translated by Club
Wednesday and Friday
to type the 14,000
member Laura Wideburg. The longfor our Swedish film
awaited sequel to Good Night, My Darling
names in the Alaska
(1998) returns to Justine Dalvik’s story of
series. An opportunity
Yukon Pacific Exposirevenge and tormented souls, and was
also exists for people
tion log book.
selected as the best Swedish crime novel
of 2005. It’s available in English. For more
who wish to maintain
These various
information, contact Randy Nelson at
their Swedish language
groups with common
206-937-0441 or rnelson900@aol.com.
skills to form a
interests come together
conversation group,
to fulfill an important
most likely on Friday afternoons in our Kafé. If part of our mission. If you want to learn
this sounds interessant to you, please contact us. more about any of these groups, or would
Sports fans can also get their Swedish fix
like to help shape a new one, please e-mail us
here at the Center. We gather to watch the
at info@swedishculturalcenter.org. Chances
national soccer team compete in the World
are one of our Board or staff members can
Cup and other tournaments, and will surely
identify other members to connect you with.
follow their midfielder Freddy Ljungberg as he K arl L arsson
joins our new local Sounders FC! Contact us
President, Swedish Cultural Center
if you’d like to join a group to attend a home
klarsson@earthlink.net
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Cultural Director’s Notes

C

ome to Seattle to learn how to be Scandinavian? It was fascinating to learn from our
recent visitors—singer/songwriter Lise Olden and her band members, Ann Helen
Stamnsve (violin), Rune Andre Melvær (guitar) and Arild
Følstad (keyboard)—that they were amazed at our
Scandinavian-ism in Seattle. “You wear your Nordic
sweaters, take language classes and search for the right
Swedish chef, while back home, we’re trying to be more
American…but when we get home we intend to be more
proud of our heritage. We’ve learned that from you this
week.” What a compliment for the members of the
Our approach to Scandinavian
Swedish Cultural Center!
culture earns a thumbs-up from Lise
The band’s visit is exactly what the Center is about
Olden and her band.
these days: both memory of our heritage and inspiration
for the future. We are cherishing our past while steadfastly facing forward—and your response
to the youth and energy of the band confirmed many of the Board’s decisions about the
direction we’re going.
For example, we recently used part of the auction monies to purchase a new sound
system, and we hope you’re here at the Center on National Day (June 6), or sooner, to hear it.
We are changing the food at the Friday Kafé to make it more Swedish. We are staging other
events, such as ABBA night in the bar and a Nordic night at the Mariners (June 5), to attract
younger members. We have come a long way over the last year, and we hope you like the
spirit of renewal at the Club. But hang onto your hats. We have further to go to truly become
the center of Swedish and Scandinavian activities in the Northwest. And we hope to keep on
amazing visitors with what they find at the Swedish Cultural Center.
K ristine Leander
Cultural Director, Swedish Cultural Center • kristine@swedishculturalcenter.org

Represent Sweden at Folklife

D

o you like to meet interesting people? Would you like to
travel around the world without leaving Seattle? Do you
enjoy music and arts? If you answered yes to any of these questions, there’s a volunteer spot for you at Seattle’s Northwest Folklife
Festival, May 22–25, 2009. Folklife is one of the largest free
festivals in the country. It showcases the music, dance and traditional arts of the ethnic and cultural communities of our area. For
one magical weekend, hundreds of cultures are on display, represented by thousands of artists, for the enjoyment of 250,000
Volunteering for Northwest
guests. Volunteers help by creating art projects for children,
Folklife will put a smile on
your face.
staffing information booths, distributing buttons in exchange for
donations, greeting the public and working behind the scenes.
Folklife has asked the Swedish Cultural Center to help find the army of volunteers who are
needed to help put on Seattle’s festival. The Center is also supporting Folklife volunteers by
sponsoring a Happy Hour at the Center just for them. If you’d like to help put on one of the
best, most fun, most musical weekends in the region, go to www.nwfolklife.org, or contact
Holly Decker at 206-684-7326 or holly@nwfolklife.org. This is a particularly good year to get
involved. A special treat this year is the focus on the Alaska Yukon Pacific Exhibition centennial,
in which the Scandinavian American groups will have a prominent role. (Say yes before

SCC Announces
News about, or in the interest
of our members...
The Swedish Cultural Center
announces 778 member households.
New Members
Basil & Gretchen Anex
Eugene Carlson
Joe Childers
Brendan T. Hanenburg
James Hinz, Trisha Unser, Eisa
Christine Ingebritsen
Lysander Johnson
Ann Lagerquist
John Lo
Diane & Gregg Nordholm
William Pelke
Courtney Poiter
Niki Riley
Kristi Urv-Wong
Donations
Thank you to the following
members who gave very generous
gifts recently to Swedish Cultural
Center: Jane Isakson Lea, Karin
Gustafson, Marie Zobrist, and
Arni Thomson. Jane’s and Marie’s
gifts were to support the ongoing
work of the club, Karin’s gift was in
honor of Nordiska Folkdancers, and
Arni’s was to support the Lise Olden
concert. Tack så mycket!
New Address?
Send your address changes or
corrections to:
Swedish Cultural Center
Attn: Address Change
1920 Dexter Ave. N.
Seattle, WA 98109
Or you can e-mail to
info@swedishculturalcenter.org.
Let us know if we left out your
information by mistake.

Tuesday, May 12, and you’ll be invited to the Folklife volunteers’ own Happy Hour at the Club!)

swedishculturalcenter.org
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Bring Sweden Home

years. She is passionate about the environment and
gives a monthly donation to nonprofit organizations
f you have a yearning for learning Swedish, or want
that help plant trees in Africa and save polar bears. She
to bring some Swedish culture to your home—and
is very close with her family, but she’s extremely
to help a young person from Sweden—perhaps you
excited to live in the Pacific Northwest and learn the
should consider becoming a host parent for a high
American way of life!
school student. International Student Exchange (ISE) is a
Elis is an intelligent 15-year-old boy from the
worldwide nonprofit organization that has connected
small town of Tomelilla in southern Sweden who can’t
thousands of students with families and schools in the
wait to see America in real life instead of on TV. He
United States since 1982. Three great students are
excels in his studies and has studied English for eight
arriving from Sweden for the 2009–10 school year,
years. In his spare time he likes to hang out with
Louise Anna is one of
three
Swedish
exchange
and ISE is asking local families to consider hosting them.
friends and play lead guitar in his band. He likes to
students looking for local
Louise Anna is a cheerful 17-year-old from
work out and be healthy and play with Lucky, his dog.
host families this fall.
Norrköping who can’t wait for her year in Washington
He has already done study-abroad summer camps
to start. Her favorite subjects are Spanish and English,
twice, so he’s sure he’ll have an amazing time. He can’t wait to meet
which she has studied for eight years. She loves being healthy and
his host family and make lots of new friends.
active, and participates in surfing, swimming, running and martial
Students come with spending money and a health insurance
arts. Louise Anna has traveled to many places with her close-knit
policy, so other than food, there’s no expense to host families. You
family, and will miss them very much, but she can’t wait to join an
can host a student whether or not you already have children in your
American family for a while and share a world of new experiences.
home, and whether or not you’re married (yes, even single people
Marianna is a bright 16-year-old from Östersund who loves
can host!) as long as you’re willing to share your culture and get to
making people laugh. She likes to create and perform comedic skits
know theirs. The lucky families who say yes to the opportunity to
with her best friend, and would secretly love to be a cast member
host these students will enrich their own home lives and possibly
on “Saturday Night Live.” She has dreamed about being an exchange
gain a friend for life.
student to the United States since she was 12, and she loves to learn
For more information, call Tess James at 206-595-1722 or
about other cultures and languages and share her own. She’s learning e-mail tess.isepacific@gmail.com. You can also visit ISE’s Web sites at
Polish, Spanish, and English, which she’s been studying for seven
www.isepacificcoastregion.com or www.iseusa.com.
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Museum Presents Dinner, Lecture Series
in Honor of Wallenberg

T

he Nordic Heritage Museum’s Raoul Wallenberg Dinner is
scheduled for Wednesday, June 17. This annual event is in honor
of the Swedish diplomat whose efforts saved the lives of thousands
during World War II.
The dinner’s keynote speakers are Dr. Marvin Makinen and Ari
Kaplan. They will discuss their investigation of the uncertain fate of
Raoul Wallenberg, who was taken prisoner by the Soviet Union on
espionage charges. Claims that Wallenberg died in 1947 have long
been debated, as former inmates reported seeing Wallenberg in
prisons, labor camps and hospitals long after 1947. Makinen was
also an inmate at Vladimir Prison, and he interviewed witnesses who
confirmed that Wallenberg had been in solitary confinement.
Makinen and computer database expert Kaplan analyzed cell
occupancy, which demonstrated that records documenting the
presence of several prisoners had been removed from the archives—
contributing to an evolving understanding of the possible circumstances surrounding Wallenberg’s imprisonment.
In tribute to Wallenberg’s humanitarian work, the Nordic
Heritage Museum presents the 2009 Wallenberg Lecture Series
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on topics of social justice and Scandinavian society. The theme
for this year is “The Immigrant Experience in Scandinavia.” On
Tuesday evenings through May
and early June, lectures by
scholars in Scandinavian studies,
literature, political science and
sociology will explore the
challenges that immigrants to the
Nordic region face in integration,
as well as their political and
cultural successes in their
communities. A lecture by Dr.
Ursula Lindqvist of Harvard
University on Iranian-Swedish
playwright Farnaz Arbabi
concludes the series on June 9.
The Nordic Heritage Museum
For more information about honors Raoul Wallenberg
the Wallenberg Dinner, or for a
in May and June.
detailed schedule of the Wallenberg Lecture Series, please visit visit www.nordicmuseum.org,
contact Charlotte Lehmann at 206-789-5707, ext. 21, or e-mail
charlotte@nordicmuseum.org.
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Language Classes Just Got Cheaper
for Members!

T

he Center’s Board voted to reduce the cost of our 10-week
language classes for our members to $50 a quarter. The regular
price for non-members is $95. New classes begin the week of April 6.
Monday, 6–7:30 p.m. Intermediate group, taught by
Randy Nelson
Monday, 7:30–9 p.m. Advanced group, taught by
Timothy Warburton
Tuesday, 6–7:30 p.m.
Beginning group, taught by Randy Nelson
Tuesday, 7:30–9 p.m. Beginning group, taught by Randy Nelson
Friday, 11 a.m.
Swedish Conversation, taught by Laura
Wideburg. We’re invited to stay for
lunch afterward!
Classes are small (5–8 students) and meet at the Swedish Cultural
Center. If these times do not work for you, we may be able to offer a
class at another time. For more information or to sign up for classes, call
206-283-1090 or contact Randy Nelson at rnelson900@aol.com.

Vasa Park

V

ages 1 to 12. The egg hunt will
be divided by age groups to
make sure that all the children
get an equal chance. No
registration is required.
Midsummer starts at Vasa Park
at 9 a.m. on June 21 with
Swedish pancakes prepared by
Skogsblomman Lodge in the
morning, free pony rides for
kids, cotton candy and face
painting, plus a Swedish coffee
garden and a beer garden for
the grownups. At 12:30, you
don’t want to miss the main
On June 21, welcome summer the
program, featuring Swedish
Swedish way at Vasa Park.
dancers, singers and the
famous midsummer maypole wrapping—all taking place at the stage
area in the center of the park. For more information about Vasa
Park, including driving instructions, visit www.vasaparkresort.com.

A Princess and a Man of the People

asa Park, east of Seattle on the southwest corner of Lake
Sammamish, is a community treasure. We are fortunate to have
Crown Princess Victoria’s engagement announced
By Johanna Henriksson
this former farm—now a pristine park—available to us.
e didn’t have to slay any dragons to win the princess’s hand. All
The Vasa Order of America was formed like a lot of similar
he had to do was show Victoria how to work the Stairmaster.
lodges, fraternal organizations and ethnic clubs: to provide economThirty-five-year-old Daniel Westling of Ockelbo is the common
ic social security to immigrants and other newly arrived Americans.
man of the people—a personal trainer and gym owner—who’s now
Vasa was established in Connecticut in 1896 and began in the
officially engaged to Sweden’s Crown Princess Victoria.
Northwest in the early 1900s. In 1926, six of the local lodges
And the people rejoiced! According to a survey by well-known
purchased a piece of farm property perched on the edge of the lake
Swedish institute SIFO, 83 percent of all Swedes are positive toward
to use for social gatherings. Today, it is available to the public for
social functions as well. The charm is intact: the maypole is still
Continued on p. 6
danced around on midsummer,
and the stuga still welcomes
his isn’t eBay. And it’s not a Swedish
visitors with its Swedish décor.
marknad (market) either. We simply have
Campers are also invited to come
some items kicking around the Center that
with their RVs or tents, boaters to
you might like to own.
launch their boats, and kids to
Waiting for the Full Moon is Lise Olden’s debut album. Her songs are in
swim. An inexpensive day use fee
English, with a hint of medieval melodies. The CD is $15 plus $3 for mailing costs.
is charged for individuals and
The Södra Vätterbygdens Folkhögskolas’ Christmas CD, Norrsken, has all the
families, or the park is available to
Lucia songs along with other Swedish Christmas music. Those who bought this
be rented for larger gatherings.
CD when the group was in town last December returned to purchase more for
Two upcoming festivities are
gifts. It’s that good. The CD is $15 plus $3 for mailing costs.
open to the public: the annual
The Swedish Club’s Ladies Auxiliary cookbook from 1989 is a treasure. You’ll
Easter egg hunt on Saturday, April
find names you’ll recognize, plus delicious recipes, such as June Anderson
11, and the Midsummer festival
Evanoff’s Rhubarb Jam and Patricia Nordlund’s Zucchini Bread. You know
on Saturday, June 21. The Easter
those Swedish bakers: half the recipes are cookies or desserts! $5 plus $3 for mailing.
egg hunt starts at 10 a.m.
Send your check to the Swedish Cultural Center, or call 206-283-1090 with
Thousands of candy-filled eggs,
your credit card number and we’ll mail the items to you. You can also pick them
plus many golden eggs with great
up when you’re at the Center and save the mailing cost.
prizes, will be ready for children
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Princess

Continued from p. 5

the Princess marrying Daniel. Not only that, but the upcoming
wedding has made 15 percent of the people more positive toward
the monarchy.
Swedes like Crown
Princess Victoria; she
seems intelligent and
down to earth. But
before even taking the
throne she’s made some
unconventional headlines.
Her brother, Carl Philip,
was crown prince for only a short while. Sweden’s constitution,
where succession is defined, was forever changed to include female
succession, since Victoria was firstborn.
And now she is to marry a common man. The actual wedding
has caused some anger, though. Swedes don’t fancy the idea of
getting stuck with the royal wedding bill. Lots of people interviewed
in the streets say, “I had to pay for my own wedding!”
There has also been some concern about the noble name of
Bernadotte now being forever lost. Never mind that the name
entered the court through a French soldier who was appointed king.
But no worries, Daniel has promised to take on her last name.
The wedding will be held in a church in Stockholm’s Old Town
on June 19, 2010. Time to book your plane tickets!
Johanna Henriksson served as SCC’s intern for winter quarter
of 2008. In early 2009 she was again in Seattle and helped out
in the office. She has returned to Sundsvall, Sweden, and we
hope this will be the first of many reports from Johanna about
current events and life in Sweden.

R

oll a giant meatball down Market Street? Flip
pancakes in a parade? How about being part of

the Swedish Club’s participation in the May 17 parade in
Ballard? E-mail or call Kristine at 206-283-1090 or kristine@
swedishculturalcenter.org, and she’ll put you in contact
with Bob Blair, who is once again heading up the Center’s
entry into the annual Ballard bash.
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Swedes in the Northwest
The Nordic Heritage Museum welcomes Lars Nordström, author of
the recently published Swedish Oregon, and Paul Norlen, author of
Swedish Seattle, on Thursday, May 7, at 7 p.m. Join us for a
discussion and celebration of Swedish life in the Pacific Northwest!
Both authors will be present to sign books. This is a free event.

Members & Friends: Second Time’s
the Charm

T

he entertainment for the April Members & Friends meeting is a
rescheduled program from earlier in the year. Everyone who
was disappointed that author Barbara Sjoholm was ill for the
February meeting will be pleased to know that she will be at the
Center on Apr. 8.
We’ve invited Barbara to show slides of her exploration of
Northern Sweden, which resulted in her book The Palace of the
Snow Queen: Winter Travels in Lapland.
The book details her travel to Kiruna to
see the Ice Hotel under construction, the
darkness as well as radiant light over the
mountains and snow fields of the North
Cape, a Sami film festival, and visits to
Santa’s Post Office in Finland. She writes
of the changes occurring in northern
Scandinavia and the tensions between
tourism, the expansion of mining and
development of the Ice Hotel, and
age-old patterns of land use, including
the Sami’s struggle to maintain their
reindeer grazing lands and migration
routes. Please RSVP for the dinner and program by 12 noon on
Tuesday, Apr. 7. The cost is $15 for those who RSVP before Apr. 7
and $20 for RSVPs after that date. Social hour 5:30 p.m., dinner 6:30.
The program will start after dinner.
Our Members & Friends meeting on May 13 will be our annual
meeting to elect Board members for the coming year. The Board is
preparing some bylaw changes related to the number of Board
members for everyone to consider. Plan now to be there and help us
have a quorum on Wednesday, May 13.
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Hemlandsnytt
News from the homeland
A column of current Swedish news topics,
taken from Swedish news media.
Compiled by Gunnar Wallin

Nice: Stockholm is not only the “Capital of
Scandinavia.” The European Commission has
awarded the city a prize for keeping such a high
environmental standard. The award also includes the
name of “Stockholm, the 2010 European Environmental Capital.”
Choice: Three of four Swedes would like to
see Crown Princess Victoria as Queen Victoria I,
according to a poll following the news release of
the engagement between the Princess and Daniel
Westling. The poll showed that 74 percent want to
keep the monarchy while 19 percent want it
abolished and 7 percent were undecided.
Growing: In February, the ozone layer over
Sweden was at its thickest in decades, according to
the Swedish Meteorological Institute. The Institute,
which a year ago recorded the second-thinnest
levels of ozone ever, said it was too early to tell
whether the ozone layer was improving in general.
Mean: For the past 12 years, visitors to
Sweden’s Furuvik Zoo have boldly approached the
chimpanzee enclosure, only to beat a hurried retreat
after being rudely pelted with stones by one of the
apes. Now scientists have claimed that the culprit,
Santino, who collects arsenals of weapons ready to
throw at visitors, is living proof that animals are

able to plan for the future, a skill previously thought
to be restricted to humans. Santino gathers ammunition in the early morning before the zoo opens,
and has it ready to rain down on the first visitors.
Bad times: Swedish finance minister Anders
Borg believes that the economic crisis ravaging
Sweden will last beyond this year and into the next,
with aftershocks during 2011 and 2012. Sweden’s
economy contracted 4.9 percent in the fourth
quarter from a year earlier, the first annual decline
since the data series began in 1993. Borg also added
that Sweden should not rely too much on government spending to get out of trouble.
Yum-yum: The tastiest chicken stew in
Sweden is cooked by students at Rosentorp’s school,
south of Malmö. They were declared winners in the
“kids’ own school of food”—the largest cooking
competition for kids in Sweden. Four thousand
intermediate-level students from 160 schools have
participated since the start last fall, and they used
chicken dishes based on their own recipes.
Rage: Outside Hörby in Skåne, the slaughter
truck had just arrived at the slaughterhouse when a
bull happened to free himself. In his newfound
freedom he went into a frenzied attack and started
butting the truck he had just escaped from.
Witnesses claimed that he was raging mad and
attacked everything he saw. The melee lasted one
hour before a hunter arrived and shot the poor bull.
He was then taken to the slaughterhouse.
Opinions expressed are not those of the
Swedish Cultural Center.

Executive Director’s Notes

I

s spring here at last? Let’s hope so. In spite of the hardships of winter, the Center was buzzing for the
first quarter of 2009. We have had great turnouts for our pancake breakfasts as well as most other
events. In March, we served almost 1,000, and the Members & Friends dinner meeting attendance is up
almost 50 percent. The Happy Hours are pleasantly crowded and help to bring in new members (many
expressing interest in volunteer opportunities right off the bat!).
We are delighted with the growing interest in our activities. The annual Nordic Exchange was the
largest we have hosted in many years. Many thanks to all the members who made it a success, and to
Lise Olden and her band members, who were a pleasure to host. We are blessed with a loyal group of
volunteers who pull together to make things work, and we will honor them with a Volunteer Appreciation Dinner on Friday, April 17. If you have volunteered for anything over the last year, you’re warmly
invited to attend.
Our new administrative assistant, Kris Reitan, is doing a good job, but we can still use reception/phone-answering people. Perhaps you can spare one day a month for only five hours?
Well, that’s it for this month; hope to see you in the Center soon.
R.W. Clay
Executive Director, Swedish Cultural Center • rw@swedishculturalcenter.org
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Members &
Friends Dinner
WEDNESDAY,
April 8, 2009
Social 5:30 p.m.
Dinner 6:30 p.m.
Cost $15
RSVP by noon, Apr. 7.
Late RSVPs and
walk-ins: $20.
First course
Bönsallad
Three-bean salad
Second course
Bräserat lammlår
Braised lamb shank

Kokt rödpotatis
Boiled baby red potatoes
Såterade grönsaker
Sautéed vegetable medley
Dessert
Gräddpaj med kokosnöt
Coconut cream pie
Calling All Volunteers
We will honor our volunteers with a delicious dinner
by Chef R.W. Clay on
Friday, April 17. Anyone
who has volunteered for
any task—working in any
capacity on the pancake
breakfasts, helping to put
on programs, answering the
telephone, typing the AYPE
log book, cleaning the
Center, doing genealogy,
cooking meals, and so
on—is invited for dinner.
Please let us know by April
15 that you’ll be coming. It’s
our turn to honor your
work and dedication.

7

Coming Events at the Swedish Cultural Center
Every Friday. Swedish Kafé!
The Swedish Cultural Center is stepping back into
the future with our Friday café. The lunch menu is
soup, your choice of smörgås sandwiches, and
homemade Swedish pastries. You’re invited every
Friday from 12 noon on.

Volunteers?
We always need help with
our monthly pancake
breakfast, from frying to
serving coffee. Shifts are
short; you can enjoy food
and friends. E-mail rw@
swedishculturalcenter.org.
We also need help typing
our AYP log. Be part of
history by coming in and
typing on weekdays, or
asking for the material to
type at home. You need to
know Microsoft Office
Excel. E-mail kristine@
swedishculturalcenter.org or
call 206-283-1090.
Rentals available at
Swedish Cultural Center.
1920 Dexter Ave N., Seattle.
Call 206-283-1078 or visit
www.swedishculturalcenter.
org/Venues/venues.htm. If
you’ve been a member for
at least a year, you get a
discount.

Every Friday. Nordic Happy Hour.
Great drinks at great prices, along with a Scandinavian entree that varies weekly (for the menu, visit
www.swedishculturalcenter.org). Always the best
view in town. 5–10:30 p.m.
Thursday, Apr. 2.
Lecture: “From Swedish Finland to Russian
Grand Duchy.”
Historian Lee Sather of
Weber State University
discusses Finland’s dynamic
history. Co-sponsored by
Nordic Study Circle and
Swedish Finn Historical
Society. Free. 7 p.m. at the
Center.

Visit depts.washington.edu/scand for information on
this lecture and dinner, where you can hear about
gender politics in Sweden, and meet the architect of
the controversial Swedish law that criminalized
buying but not selling sex.
Friday, Apr. 10.
Norwegian Contra Dances.
If you’ve danced the schottische and waltz, you
already know the steps. If
not, fake it! Also learn
old-time dances such as
hambo and snoa, along with
mixer dances. Larry Reinert
teaches. $7 for SCC members, $9 for the public. Info:
pat@folkdancing.com. At the
Center. Music starts at 8 p.m.

Check our Web site or call for date:
Svensk Matlagningskurs.

Evening cooking demonstration by chef Erik
Johansson from Bodafors. We’ll learn how to make a
perfect smörgås sandwich, plus some other typical
Swedish food. Free to SCC members; $5 for the
general public. At press time, we didn’t have a
confirmed date. We’ll annnounce it on our Web site.

Friday, Apr. 3. First
Friday Sing-Along.
The songs will be in both Swedish and English. We’ll
have an accompanist and we’ll just give it a try!
Come for lunch and stay to give your vocal chords
a workout. Free. P.S. We’re all amateurs, so everyone
is welcome to join the fun. 2–3 p.m.
Sunday, Apr. 5. Swedish Pancakes.
Our pancake breakfasts are the ones other clubs
imitate. Music and dancing by The Norsemen,
Nordic Reflections, and Northwest Pelimannit make
it the best food and entertainment in town. 8 a.m.–
1:30 p.m. Members $6; guests $8, children 5–12, $4.
1920 Dexter Ave. N.
Sunday, Apr. 5.
Swedish Genealogy 101.
Join our group and share your questions or your
experience with genealogy. Led by two experienced
genealogists. Free. 1 p.m.
Tuesday, Apr. 7. Vännerna.
Do you like to sew or enjoy the company of those
who do? Join us for our monthly Tuesday morning
sewing and crafts session. 10 a.m.
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Tuesday, Apr. 7 & Wednesday, Apr. 8.
Margareta Winberg Events at UW.

Wednesday, Apr. 15.
Kafferep.
Our monthly coffee party is
always special, thanks to our
best Swedish bakers! All are
invited. Free. 2 p.m.

Wednesday, Apr. 15, & Friday, Apr. 17.
Swedish Film.

To Make a Poodle (Att göra en pudel). Romantic
comedy, 2006. Rita is a hairdresser for dogs. She
meets Knut, a journalist working on an article about
naïve working women. English subtitles. $5 donation.
Info: rnelson900@gmail.com or 206-465-9381.
Wednesday at 7 p.m., Friday at 2 p.m.
Wednesday, Apr. 23.
Finnish Film.

Colorado Avenue (2007). This immigrant family
saga takes Hanna from Ostrobothnia to Colorado
as a poor 18-year-old girl in the 1890s and then
back to her native Finland 10 years later. In Swedish
with English subtitles. 7:30 p.m. $5 donation.
Friday, Apr. 24.
Scandinavian Folkdancing.
Music by the well-loved Folk Voice Band. Waltzes,
hambos and more. SCC members $7, public $9.
Info: pat@folkdancing.com. Music starts at 8 p.m.
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