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Bonde on Business, Dec. 1

K
Our Mission
To promote better understanding
between the United States and
the Nordic countries, with
emphasis on Sweden, and to
perpetuate Nordic culture
and traditions through the
teaching, observance, practice
and celebration of this culture
and its traditions.

atarina Bonde, entrepreneur, business leader,
investor, and board executive, will share her
insights into the corporate worlds of Sweden and
the United States in the last lecture in the series
“Empowerment—Swedish Style: The Pippi Longstocking Effect.” Everyone is invited to come to the
Center on Tuesday, Dec. 1, 5:30–6:30 p.m., to hear
her lecture “Changes in Swedish Corporate Culture:
Topics in the Public Swedish Debate in the Wake of
the Crisis Including Bonus Systems, Investment
Legislations and Women on Boards.”
Ms. Bonde has managed technology companies
on both continents, invests in growth companies,
and is active in the public debate on business issues.
In 2001, she received the prestigious Trailblazer
Award from the Forum for Women Entrepreneurs
(FWE), the premier entrepreneurial organization for
women founding and building high-growth
technology and life science companies. She is
currently involved in a number of companies and
serves as chairman of the board of Aptilo Networks
and Propellerhead Software. She is board director
of LBi International (public LBI), Orc Software
(public ORC), eBuilder AB, The Sixth General
Pension Fund (a Swedish government pension fund),
and The Royal Swedish Opera.
Bonde also serves on the Board for Reduced
State Ownership of Corporations, an advisory
board to the Swedish Finance Ministry. Ms. Bonde
owns a winery, and we will pour her wine at a
no-host bar following her talk. Please plan to stay
for the reception. This lecture is sponsored by The
Swedish Institute, the Swedish Cultural Center, and
the Department of Scandinavian Studies at the
University of Washington.
Women in business are no strangers to the
Swedish Cultural Center. See p. 4 to read about
three SCC members who are also local female
entrepreneurs.

Two powerful Swedish women: Entrepreneur
Katarina Bonde (top) will speak on Dec. 1 as
part of a lecture series named for children’s
book heroine Pippi Longstocking (above).

swedishculturalcenter.org

Swedish Cultural Center
1920 Dexter Avenue North
Seattle, WA 98109

206-283-1090 Club Business
206-283-1078 Rentals
206-283-2970 FAX

info@swedishculturalcenter.org
rentals@swedishculturalcenter.org
www.swedishculturalcenter.org
Office Hours
Monday–Friday, 10 a.m.–5 p.m.
Board of Directors
President Karl Larsson
Vice President Bob Blair
Secretary Syrene Forsman
Treasurer Don Wahlquist
Past President Brandon Benson
Directors Sara Lightle
		 Don Meyers
		 Paul Norlen
		 Randy Nelson
		 Erik Pihl
		 Darcey Quinn
		 Susan Ramstead
		 Mark Safstrom
		 Carl Westerdahl
		
Center Operations
Exec. Director R.W. Clay
Cultural Director Kristine Leander
Membership Coord. Amanda Boyle
Admin. Assistant Kris Reitan
Auxiliary
Chair June Anderson
		 Evanoff
Secretary Bonnie Orr
Treasurer Rachel Osterlof
Sewing Jean Wirch
Swedish Center News
Editor: Kristine Leander
Copy Editor: Martin Stillion
Swedish Center News (USPS 533750) is published monthly as part
of yearly membership dues at $5
per person, per year, by the Swedish Cultural Center, 1920 Dexter
Ave. N., Seattle, WA 98109-2795.
Telephone is 206-283-1090. Periodicals postage paid at Seattle,
Washington. Postmaster: send
address changes to Swedish Center
News, 1920 Dexter Ave. N., Seattle,
WA 98109-2795.

Deadline for material for
the next issue is
Dec. 7.
Bring articles into the office or fax
to 206-283-2970. You may also
e-mail articles to
kristine@swedishculturalcenter.org.

2

President’s Notes

I

am always amazed and humbled by the
generosity and the will of people to
support something they believe in. I must
again say “tusen tack!” (a thousand thanks!) to
you who have contributed your time or
money to your Swedish Cultural Center this
year! And I remind you that there’s still time
to contribute to the annual campaign! I mean
this literally—we could not do it without all
of you.
When it comes to philanthropy, Sweden
and America present an interesting contrast.
In modern Sweden, the needs of society’s less
fortunate are generally taken care of by the
social welfare system. Our American culture
sees this as the responsibility of charitable
organizations and private people who choose
to contribute funds and volunteer efforts.
This is not to say that either approach is
better—just observing that they are different.
The Swedish Cultural Center is in many
ways both a recipient and a contributor of
philanthropic resources. We receive so much
through your dedicated volunteer work and
your generous contributions—while at the
same time we provide a resource for the
community as a cultural gathering place, and
we provide benefits through scholarships and
other benevolent work. And yet, people have
asked me whether the Center ever does any
philanthropic work. Yes, it does!
A new idea for giving back to the community has recently come up, and that is

for the Swedish Cultural Center to provide
and serve a dinner and donate gently used
coats and blankets to the working homeless
served by The Millionair Club Charity. This
Seattle charity was started in 1921 by
Swedish immigrant Martin Johansson (see
story on p. 4) to provide jobs for the
unemployed and meals for the homeless
who were willing to work. We hope we can
provide coats and blankets in December as
well as a meal in January through the help
of volunteers and with minimal expense.
And we hope we can express the Swedish
community’s will to help our larger
community.
At the same time, it’s an opportunity for
our members and friends to come together to
do something for people in need. We’re
currently working on a plan to make this
happen, so look for details in our newsletters
and at www.swedishculturalcenter.org.
Finally, please don’t forget to make your
contribution to the Center’s annual campaign.
I wrote to each of you to ask you to donate
to the annual campaign. If you’ve already
donated or plan to donate before the end of
the year, I extend my deepest thanks. I hope
you all have a happy and safe holiday season!
God Jul och Gott Nytt År!
K arl L arsson
President, Swedish Cultural Center
klarsson@earthlink.net

Gott Nytt År: 2009 New Year’s Supper Club
s You Like It
Catering will host
New Year’s Eve at the
Swedish Cultural Center.
You are invited for glögg,
Seattle’s best meatballs,
and traditional Thursday
evening yellow pea soup (ärtsoppa) for dinner. At 12:15 a.m., guests will be served a Swedish
pancake breakfast. Join us this year as we kick out 2009 and welcome what is sure to be a great
New Year. Party with us with dinner, dancing, entertainment galore, and a champagne pancake
breakfast. Dress any way you want, formal to whimsical to your jammies! This is a laid-back,
modestly priced venue for fun and good times. Let’s ring out the old and wish ourselves a Happy
New Year. Price for dinner, dancing, and breakfast is $45 per person. Festivities start at 8 p.m. For
reservations or more information, please call As You Like It Catering at 206-356-5979.
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Cultural Director’s Notes

A

Swedish Christmas. Is any celebration more evocative of a snug home and a loving family,
good food and good cheer, songs of the season and the warmth of candlelight than
Swedish jultid? Christmas at the Center will be all of these, and you’re invited.
Much of the enjoyment arises from traditions that have come through generations—and
you may be amazed to learn that many Swedish traditions date back to antiquity. We hope
you’ll recognize the ancient among the current at the celebrations at the Center.
In pagan times, jul (or Yule) probably came from the Swedish word hjul (Old Norse hjól),
referring to a wheel or the turning of the season at the winter solstice. Incidentally, only in
Scandinavia do we use the pagan name. Elsewhere, the name of the winter celebration was
changed to include the word “Christ” as in Christmas, while Scandinavians kept the name jul.
Other traditions also hark back to earlier times. As we’re learning in the SCC’s everyFriday recorded Viking lecture, Viking culture venerated the dead, and the roots of the julbord
reflect a time when the feast was left out on the table at night for the ancestors to eat (and
probably for the farm’s guardian, the tomte, too!).
Lutfisk has deep roots in Sweden’s Catholic past. Soaking dried cod in lye breaks down
the amino acids, and it becomes highly digestible—the perfect food for Christmas Eve, after
the fast of Advent and before the feast of Christmas.
By contrast, Lucia Fest is a relatively new Swedish celebration, less than 200 years old!
Early on the morning of December 13, Swedes are awakened by a young woman with a crown
of candles, singing and carrying a tray of coffee and saffron buns. Lucia was a young thirdcentury Italian martyr who strapped a torch to her head to take food to Christians hiding in
caverns, and was later seen as a medieval saint crossing Lake Vänern with a crown of light,
bringing food during a famine in Värmland. The Swedes adopted her because her saint day was
December 13, the former date for the winter solstice, and the tradition of a young woman in
the family wearing Lucia’s crown of
candles and reenacting her gift of
bread sprang up in the early 19th
century.
The tradition of straw ornaments (and we hope you’ll linger
over the Center’s display cabinets)
also dates way back, when fresh
straw was brought in to cover the
home’s earthen floors and make all
things fresh for the jul season. The
opportunity to make ornaments
from straw became a tradition.
No matter the origin of these
and other rituals, they symbolize
You’d be dancing too, if you’d just won
the cherished Scandinavian season
pancakes for a year at the Swedish Cultural
of peace, joy, and the celebration of
Center bazaar on Nov. 1. Astor and Solveig
family and friends. And here at the
Rask won the prize and were showing off their
excitement at the recent third Wednesday
Center, you’re all invited to take
afternoon Kafferep. Jon Persson played the
part! God Jul to all!
K ristine Leander
Cultural Director
Swedish Cultural Center
kristine@swedishculturalcenter.org

accordion for their dance. The Kafferep always
includes wonderful home-baked goods, and we
often have music too. “What could be better in
the middle of the week?” asked a recent guest.
“Delicious coffee, baked goodies, music, and
good friends?” Everyone is invited.
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SCC Announces
News about, or in the interest
of our members...
The Swedish Cultural Center
announces 852 member households.
New Members
Ben Begole
Marita Berg
Steve, Kare, Annalisa, Jens Brombach
Anna Bullard
Martha, John, and Yves Chamberlin
Gabriele and Nils Dickmann
Sonja Engelsen
Robert Erickson
Bjorn and Susan Gjolmesli
Sandra Haug
Paul and Carole Jacobson
Ashley Kees
Georgia Lindquist, Peter Aberg,
Nathan Aberg
Kristin Links
Diane McDade and Barry Mitzman
Marvin and Sandra Nelson
Marian Proctor
Jennifer Roach
Jim Renn
Lawrence Sandell
Robert & Loveta Simensen
Gary Taylor
Barbara Tissell
Richard & Eivor von Hagel
Jeff Woodward, Yen Banh, Scarlett
Woodward
New Address?
Send your address changes or
corrections to:
Swedish Cultural Center
Attn: Address Change
1920 Dexter Ave. N.
Seattle, WA 98109
Or you can e-mail to
info@swedishculturalcenter.org.
Let us know if we left out your
information by mistake.
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Not Just Working—Taking Charge
By A manda Boyle

W

e are fortunate at the SCC to have among our members three
women entrepreneurs who have been paving the way in the
Northwest with their own specialties.
For Sara Lightle, SCC Board member, her yearly trips back
to Helsingborg, Sweden, are all about family and inspiration. Lightle
is the proud owner of Sara’s Butik, a skin care boutique in West
Seattle that has been open for over 10 years. Since her induction into
the skin care business, Lightle has dedicated herself to providing
affordable services so that clients can maintain a healthy lifestyle on
a regular basis, rather than looking at a facial as a major indulgence.
When describing what she loves most about Sweden, she adamantly
says, “The food,” and adds that she is “continually
inspired by the Scandinavian culture and people,” by
their simple creed of living life to the fullest. To get
that fresh, healthy glow for winter, Lightle recommends coming in to Sara’s Butik for a one-hour
hydrating facial, plus a microdermabrasion! Visit
www.sarasskinbutik.com for more information.
Karen Pauley’s first taste of radio came from
her time as a DJ at University of Puget Sound’s KUPS.
Now, Pauley, an SCC member for two years, runs the
program “Nordic Roots and Branches” on KSER in
Everett, a Scandinavian-inspired radio show that she
has volunteered with for four years. Even before
visiting Sweden, Pauley said she was always proud of
her culture, but wasn’t sure why. Pauley now visits
Värmland yearly to gather new music and soak up
the culture that her family raised her with.
“Nordic Roots and Branches” gives a unique perspective on a
wide range of Scandinavian music, both traditional and contemporary. Listeners can hear interviews with visiting artists as well as
local musicians who perform Nordic music. “It’s important to show
this music, let people who have Scandinavian background know
how great this music is,” Pauley said. Tune in to KSER 90.7 from 8:30
to 10:30 p.m. every Tuesday to hear her great musical selections. Or
visit www.kser.org during the program to listen online.
Coming to the Swedish Pancake Breakfast every month for
three years has made Evelyn Elliott, member since July, realize
what she must do: visit Scandinavia. Elliott said that just from
listening to the music, tasting the food, and meeting people at the
breakfast, she has gained a great appreciation for Sweden and must
visit it firsthand as soon as possible.
Elliott is the sales manager for a design-build firm, Carpentry
by Elliott, and has recently earned a certification in a carpentry
program called Aging in Place. This service helps seniors to improve
their quality of life by providing accessibility changes in their
homes, from handrails to doorknobs. Elliott loves helping people
feel more stability and safety in their own neighborhoods and
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Top: Karen Pauley rocks KSER-FM in Everett on Tuesday nights
with “Nordic Roots and Branches.” Above left: Sara Lightle
provides Swedish-style facials and other skin treatments in
her spa in West Seattle. Above right: “Aging in Place” expert
Evelyn Elliott shows off the new handrail that her company
recently installed at the South County Senior Center in
Edmonds.

homes, and helping them better cope with the pangs of aging. Visit
www.carpentrybyelliott.com to learn more.

Martin the Millionair

D

uring last year’s winter snowstorm, The Millionair Club
Charity of Seattle served its 10 millionth meal. Quite a
milestone for an organization formed by a young Swede in 1921
during the height of one of Seattle’s economic depressions. From
his office window in Pioneer Square, Martin Johansson had been
anxiously watching the line grow at a soup kitchen. It was a wet
winter day when Johansson opened the doors in a borrowed
basement and began providing jobs for the unemployed and meals
for the homeless who were willing to work. He called his organization The Millionair Club because helping others made him feel
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SCC’s Sandwiches Make
Headlines

H

ave you been to the Friday Kafé yet? If you
haven’t, you’re missing out, but the media have
come—and they deliciously approve of the sandwiches we serve at the Center every Friday. Both the
Seattle Weekly and Edible Seattle magazine did stories
this month on Svedala Bakery’s sandwiches as served

Swedish immigrant Martin Johansson founded The Millionair
Club Charity in Seattle in 1921. Seattle Post-Intelligencer
Collection, MOHAI.

like a millionaire, but dropped the e “because you don’t need to be
rich to help.”
This holiday season, the Swedish Cultural Center carries on the
tradition of helping those served by The Millionair Club. We’ll serve a
midday meal there in January and will keep you posted about the
date. They’d also love your donations of gently used coats and
blankets. If you bring them to the Center any time in December, we’ll
deliver them.
In addition, please consider hiring workers from The Millionair
Club. Painting, landscaping, moving, cleaning and maintenance are
their specialties, and the staff screens the workers and assigns them
according to your needs and living situation. For more information
about The Millionair Club Charity, call 206-728-5627 ext. 123 or
visit www.millionairclub.org.
We’ll let you know the date we plan to serve our Swedish
meatballs at the charity. Meanwhile, round up those unused coats
and make a note to hire one of the Millionairs when you next need
extra help around your house. Martin would approve.
Scholarships for High School Seniors
eattle Swedish Community Scholarships announces that applications are available for high school seniors. This independent,
nonprofit organization is dedicated to helping students pursue higher
education. Eight scholarships will be awarded in 2010, with a total
value of $24,100. The scholarships are funded entirely by donation. If
you are interested in applying for a scholarship or supporting the
program, visit www.swedishculturalcenter.org or write to Seattle
Swedish Community Scholarships, P.O. Box 77313, Seattle, WA
98177. The deadline is March 31, 2010.

S
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Food critics are gobbling

at the Center. The Weekly, in an
up our wonderful smörgås
article titled “Seattle’s Wide World
sandwiches from Svedala
of Sandwiches,” reported: “Swedish Bakery. How about you?
smörgås … delicately flavored,
intricately composed, and awfully pretty to look at. If you visit the
Swedish Cultural Center on Dexter Avenue for its Friday Kafé and
happy hour (which starts at noon), the sandwiches aren’t the only
sight. You…will be dining in the bar—Arne Jacobsen chairs, pale-blue
carpet, and mid-century pendant lighting still in place—with a
180-degree, Canlis-like vista of Lake Union, all for the price of an $8
open-faced sandwich.”
Edible Seattle’s article, “The Limpa Laboratory,” extols Svedala
Bakery’s bread and other baked items, along with the bakery’s
standard of keeping to Swedish traditions and using natural fresh
ingredients. You too can make a regular habit of Svedala’s bread and
sandwiches. We offer their bread for sale at our monthly Members &
Friends Dinner and their sandwiches at our Friday Kafé. Varsågod!
Julfest Lights Up
Seattle
ou are invited to the 51st
annual Julfest at Seattle
First Covenant Church on
Sunday, Dec. 6, at 4 p.m.
Julfest is a full program of
Christmas music, including a
traditional St. Lucia procession. A candlelight reception
follows with coffee and
refreshments.
For more information, visit www.seattlefirstcovenant.org or
contact the church office at 206-322-7411. Välkommen!

Y
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Jultid at the Center

T

he Swedish Cultural Center will make your Christmas celebration this year a
lot more fun. We can also make your Christmas shopping a whole lot easier.
Buy a membership in the Swedish Cultural Center for a special Swede in your
life. We’ll send that person a certificate announcing your gift—or we’ll send it to
you and you can put it under the tree. Students $15; singles $45, households $65.
We’ll need the recipient’s name and address, as well as e-mail address and phone
number if it’s convenient.
• Our chef, Ann-Margret, will make a traditional julbord at Friday Happy Hour
on Dec. 4 and 18. We’ll serve it from 6 p.m. until the food is gone. A reservation is helpful, but not required. $25.
• Lutfisk prepared by experts on Wednesday, Dec. 9. Come to our Members &
Friends dinner and enjoy Lisa Bergman’s beautiful music along with lutfisk and
meatballs. This will be the best lutfisk you’ll get this season. $30.
• Lucia Bal on Friday, Dec. 11. Some of our younger members will do a Lucia
tog for us, then we’ll eat a delicious smörgåsbord, dance around the Christmas tree to Richard Svensson’s music, and dance the rest of the evening to
the music of Sylvia. $35 if you RSVP before Dec. 6.
• Lucia Fest on Sunday, Dec 13. Students from the UW will present a Lucia tog
and we’ll have lussekatter buns, coffee, and Christmas cookies. $5 donation.
• Our Kafferep on Wednesday, Dec. 16, is sure to be stocked with everyone’s
Christmas cookies. Seven kinds? You bet!
• The Finns will treat us to a holiday film Dec.
23: Joulutarina (Christmas story). 7:30 p.m. $5.
• New Year’s Eve at the Center tops it off!
Most of these coming events are produced
by our volunteers. If you can help at any of
them, please contact Cultural Director Kristine
Leander at kristine@swedishculturalcenter.org or 206-283-1090.

Executive Director’s Notes

O

ur Swedish Cultural Center is blessed with a
wonderful group of members who are giving to
our Annual Appeal. While 2009 will surely go down in
history as a time of major recession here in our
country and throughout the world, your generosity in
uncertain times is very much appreciated. If you have
not yet made your donation, there’s still time to send
in a check to support the changes that have already
started and the plans that we still have on our
drawing board. I thank each and every one of you.
Another blessing is the high level of enthusiasm
our guests experience when attending events at the
Center. This too is a result of the contributions of
time and talent of our dedicated volunteers. Thank
you all for another good year at the Center.
In closing out the year, we also give thanks for
the dedicated members who passed on this year, but
live on in the memories of other members and the
history of the Center. I wish you the very best of
holidays. Merry Christmas and a happy New Year.

R.W. Clay
Executive Director, Swedish Cultural Center
rw@swedishculturalcenter.org
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Hemlandsnytt

demands to protect the marine environment, while
Nordic neighbor Finland approved the construction
with the caveat that builders must supply additional
information about the environmental impact to a
regional authority.
Violence: Five Swedish soldiers in Afghanistan were
injured in an explosion that also claimed the life of a
local language interpreter, according to a statement
from the Swedish Armed Forces on November 12,
2009. While on patrol at 10 a.m. Swedish time, the
soldiers hit a roadside improvised explosive device at
the site where Swedish troops are stationed. Sweden
has recently announced that its troops in Afghanistan
will stay until the end of 2010.
Protest: Norrland now has its own dissatisfaction
party, the Norrländska National Coalition According
to a press release, the new party seeks “to break the
Swedish state-colonial economic exploitation of the
region of Norrland.” The region is on the way to
depletion, according to the founder of the party,
Arne Forsell. He states that Norrland will be a dead
region within 30 years if nothing is done. These are
fighting words!
Opinions expressed are not those of the
Swedish Cultural Center.

News from the homeland
A column of current Swedish news topics,
taken from Swedish news media.
Compiled by Gunnar Wallin

Republic: The lawyer and former Christian
Democrat Peter Althin is considered a candidate for
the new chairman of the Republican Club. The goal
for the organization is to abolish the Swedish
constitutional monarchy and replace it with a
republic. Althin said: “I am convinced that we will
have a republic in Sweden. For me it is perfectly
obvious that public office should not be inherited.”
Swedish values: The government is now proceeding with the proposal for separate orientation for
newly arrived immigrants. The orientation will
include both the acquisition of knowledge and
reflection on “what it means to live in the Swedish
society, equality and respect for young people’s
privacy.” This includes learning the Swedish language!
Up and away: Scandinavian airline group SAS has
reported a profit in the third quarter, helped by cost
cuts and lower fuel prices. The report showed a net
profit of 152 million kronor ($21.5 million), up from a
loss of 1.9 billion kronor a year earlier. The result was
also boosted by a gain of 427 million kronor from
the sale of SAS’s UK subsidiary, British Midland.
Gas passage: Sweden and Finland have approved
a Baltic Sea pipeline project that would ship Russian
natural gas to Germany, clearing two key obstacles
for construction to begin next year. Sweden said the
€7.4 billion ($11 billion) Nord Stream project met its

Members &
Friends Dinner
WEDNESDAY,
Dec. 9, 2009
Social 5:30 p.m.
Dinner 6:30 p.m.
Cost $30
RSVP by noon Dec. 7. Late
RSVPs and walk-ins: $35.
First course
Silltallrik
Pickled herring platters

Rödbetssallad
Pickled beet salad
Second course
Lutfisk med tre olika såser
Lutfisk with three sauces

Köttbullar
Award-winning meatballs
Potatis, gröna bönor, smör
och bröd
Potatoes, green beans,
breads and butter

Classics with Your Cuisine

P

ianist Lisa Bergman, a resident of Ballard, has
performed as a recitalist and chamber musician throughout North America, Europe, and Asia,
averaging more than 60 engagements per season.
She made her highly successful joint recital debut
in Carnegie Hall in 1983 and has released five CDs.
She is a graduate of Juilliard, the State University of
New York at Stony Brook, and the University of
Washington, cum laude. Ms. Bergman is the artistic
director for the Mostly Nordic Chamber Music
Series, which starts a new season at the Nordic
Heritage Museum in January. She’ll give us a
musical introduction to the series at our Members
& Friends Dinner on Dec. 9.

swedishculturalcenter.org

Dessert
Risgrynspudding med
lingon
Traditional rice pudding
with lingonberries
Please reserve your
dinner by Monday, Dec.
7, by calling the Center
at 206-283-1090 or
e-mailing amanda@
swedishculturalcenter.org.
When you reserve your
dinner, please indicate
whether you want lutfisk
only, or lutfisk with
meatballs, or just meatballs. Full dinner with
either lutfisk or meatballs
or both: $30. Late reservations and walk-ins $35.
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Coming Events at the Swedish Cultural Center
Every Friday. Swedish Kafé & Happy Hour!
Smörgås sandwiches by Svedala Bakery, meatballs,
pastries. Kafé starts at noon. Evening food by
Ann-Margret starts at 6 p.m. and varies weekly. To
make sure you get dinner, check our menu at www.
swedishculturalcenter.org and then e-mail your
selection to amanda@swedishculturalcenter.org.

Friday Matinees.

Volunteers?
Our AYP typing
project is complete, but
we need individuals with
research capabilities to find
more information about
signers of the 1909 log.
We need volunteers to
set up and start the DVD
player to show films
every Friday, Again, you
could form a group and
take turns.
We always need help
with pancake breakfasts. To help on any of
these projects, e-mail info@
swedishculturalcenter.org or
call 206-283-1090.
Friday genealogy
librarian. Alan McCool is
available Fridays, 1–3 p.m., to
help you find a book or look
up your family on our online
genealogy resources. Make
an appointment at 206-2831090, or just drop by.
Rentals available at
Swedish Cultural Center.
1920 Dexter Ave N., Seattle.
Call 206-283-1078 or visit
www.swedishculturalcenter.
org/Venues/venues.htm. If
you’ve been a member for
at least a year, you get a
discount.
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Scandinavian films with English subtitles. $5, 2 p.m.
Arrive early for a sandwich or stay for fika.
• Dec. 4: Insomnia. Norwegian suspense film.
• Dec. 11: Se Til Venstre, Der Er En Svensker (Old, New,
Borrowed and Blue). Danish romantic comedy.
• Dec. 18: Bokhandlaren som slutade bada (The
Bookseller Who Gave Up Bathing). Swedish classic.

sending in your check to the Swedish Cultural
Center. $35 for members. $45 guests.
Sunday, Dec. 13. Lucia Celebration.
With students from the UW’s Scandinavian Studies
Dept. Lucia tog (pageant) plus traditional music and
dancing. Coffee reception follows. 3 p.m. $5.
Wednesday, Dec. 16. Kafferep.
Join us at our old-fashioned coffee party to enjoy
something homemade from our Swedish bakers! 2 p.m.
Wednesday, Dec. 16. Swedish Film.
Bokhandlaren som slutade bada (The Bookseller Who
Gave Up Bathing). 1969. Classic tragicomedy. $5
donation. 7:30 p.m. Also a 2 p.m. matinee Dec. 18.

Every Friday Evening. “The Vikings.”
A 30-minute lecture on DVD by Kenneth Harl, Tulane
University. Series runs all winter. 5:30 p.m. Free.

Wednesday, Dec. 23. Finnish Film.
Joulutarina (Christmas Story). This bright, colorful
holiday feature was the most-seen movie in Finland
following its 2007 release. $5. 7:30 p.m. At the SCC.

Tuesday, Dec. 1. “Swedish Empowerment.”
By Katarina Bonde, co-sponsored by the Swedish
Institute in Stockholm and the UW Scandinavian
Studies Department. 5:30 p.m.

Thursday, Dec. 31. New Year’s Eve.
Meatballs, glögg, pea soup, glögg, dancing, glögg.
Then, champagne and pancakes! Catered by As You
Like It. 8 p.m. Details on p. 2.

Fridays, Dec. 4 & 18. Julbord.
Our Happy Hour will include a real julbord with all
the authentic food! E-mail your RSVP to amanda@
swedishculturalcenter.org. 6 p.m.

Wednesday, Jan. 6. Book Club.
We’ll read Per Anders Fogelström’s Mina drömmars
stad (City of My Dreams). Available in Swedish and
English. The first novel in an epic series, set in
19th-century working-class Stockholm.

Sunday, Dec. 6. Swedish Pancakes.
Our pancake breakfasts are the ones other clubs
imitate. Music and dancing make it the best food
and entertainment in town. Reduced price for
members. 8 a.m.–1:30 p.m.
Wed., Dec. 9. Members & Friends Dinner.
Lutfisk on the menu and Lisa Bergman’s music on the
schedule. Details on p. 7. RSVP by Dec. 7 to amanda@
swedishculturalcenter.org or 206-283-1090.
Wednesday, Dec. 9. Book Club.
We’re reading Carl Jonas Love Almqvist’s classic Det
går an (Why Not!). SCC member Lori Ann
Reinhall translated and published this remarkably
modern 1829 classic into English. Let Randy
Nelson know if you need a copy in English or
Swedish. 5:30 p.m. Free.
Friday, Dec. 11. Lucia Bal.
Smorgasbord and dancing. 6 p.m. glögg and social
hour; 7 p.m. pageant and 7:45 dinner. RSVP by

Friday, Jan. 8. Jamming with Ingrid.
Seattle’s Ingrid Hamberg and Sweden’s David Rönnlund
study together in Norway. Tonight, they’ll perform at
Happy Hour and invite others to jam. Bring instruments!
Friday, Jan. 15. Great Pea Soup Challenge.
Gunnar Wallin vs. Gunnar Damstrom? Green
soup vs. yellow? Can the meatball champion also
win this challenge? $10 buys two bowls of pea soup
and the chance to vote on the winner, who—drum
roll, please—receives a medal. Don’t miss it.
Friday, Feb. 5. “Swedes Got Talent!”
Do you sing, dance, tell stories, or recite poetry? This
old-fashioned talent show offers a prize for best
member talent and raises funds for the club. Contact
kristine@swedishculturalcenter.org to sign up! 7:30 p.m.
Saturday, April 24. SCC Auction.
“Sweden Goes to Hollywood.” The Golden Globes
have nothing on our glamorous gala. 5 p.m.
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