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Century-Old Visitor Log Discovered at the Club
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Our Mission
To promote better understanding
between the United States and
the Nordic countries, with
emphasis on Sweden, and to
perpetuate Nordic culture
and traditions through the
teaching, observance, practice
and celebration of this culture
and its traditions.

his coming summer, Seattle and the Nordic
community will celebrate the centennial of
Seattle’s first world’s fair, the Alaska-Yukon-Pacific
(AYP) Exposition. It was held on the grounds of
the University of Washington in the summer of
1909 and was intended to promote the region’s
economic and cultural ties to Alaska, the Canadian
Northwest, and the Pacific Rim. The Swedish community played a prominent role in the AYP. The
first to suggest it was a Swedish immigrant, Otto
Godfrey Chealander, who immigrated to the
Midwest from Kalmar, Sweden, in 1893, at the age
of 24. When the Gold Rush hit in 1897, he and his
wife and twin sons moved to Alaska, not to pan
for gold but to sell candy and tobacco to miners.

Chealander conceived of the idea for an exposition highlighting the resources of Alaska, with
Seattle as the gateway to the territory. His family
moved from the Yukon to Washington state, and
Otto worked as a special commissioner for the
AYP, traveling around the state to promote the
fair and encourage governments to donate
toward it. In the midst of his fair preparations, he
joined with several fellow Swedish immigrants to
help establish Swedish Hospital on Seattle’s First
Hill in 1908. He and nine other Swedish immigrants—coincidentally, members of the Swedish
Club—invested $1,000 each in the hospital Dr.
Nils Johanson opened on Capitol Hill.
The only foreign countries to erect buildings
for the AYP were Japan and Canada, but the local
Swedish community erected a Swedish Building.
According to reports, it
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which unfortunately did
not clear a profit.
A year ago the Swedish Cultural Center made
the startling discovery that we were in possession
of the sign-in log for the AYP’s Swedish Building.
The book starts at the fair’s beginning, June 1,
1909, and spans till August 21. The fair continued
until October 16, with 3.7 million visitors. It’s not
known what happened to the second volume of
the log of Swedish Building visitors, but we have
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swedishculturalcenter.org

Swedish Cultural Center
1920 Dexter Avenue North
Seattle, WA 98109
206-283-1090 Club Business
206-283-1078 Rentals
206-283-2970 FAX

info@swedishculturalcenter.org
rentals@swedishculturalcenter.org
www.swedishculturalcenter.org
Office Hours
Monday–Friday, 9 a.m.–4 p.m.
Board of Directors
President Karl Larsson
Vice President Bob Blair
Secretary Syrene Forsman
Treasurer Don Wahlquist
VP/Programs Anna Anderson
VP/Properties Paul Norlen
Past President Brandon Benson
Directors Jeremy Holt
		 Pam Madden
		 Randy Nelson
		 Erik Pihl
		 Susan Ramstead
		 Lori Ann Reinhall
Center Operations
Exec. Director R.W. Clay
Cultural Director Kristine Leander
Admin. Assistant Kris Reitan
Vännerna
Chair Maggie Berthiaume
Vice-chair June Anderson
		 Evanoff
Secretary Bonnie Orr
Treasurer Rachel Osterlof
Sewing Jean Wirch
Swedish Center News
Editor: Kristine Leander
Copy Editor: Martin Stillion
Swedish Center News (USPS 533750) is published monthly as part
of yearly membership dues at $5
per person, per year, by the Swedish Center, 1920 Dexter Avenue
North, Seattle, Washington 981092795. Telephone is 206-283-1090.
Periodicals postage paid at Seattle,
Washington. Postmaster: send address changes to Swedish Center
News, 1920 Dexter Avenue North,
Seattle, WA 98109-2795.

Deadline for material for
the next issue is
February 10.
Bring articles into the office or fax
to: 206-283-2970. You may also
e-mail articles to:
kristine@swedishculturalcenter.org

2

President’s Notes

G

emenskap.
Samarbete. These
two Swedish words
describe what we are
striving for at the
Swedish Cultural Center.
Gemenskap means
community, and if you
are reading this, you are
probably part of the
Northwest’s Nordic
community. This could
simply mean you have
roots in one of the five Nordic countries; or it
could mean you have an interest in some aspect
of Scandinavian life, regardless of your ancestry.
Perhaps you belong to a Nordic-related
organization or business in the area. These
organizations and businesses are a vital part of
our community, and at the Swedish Cultural
Center, we are proud to be a place where many
of these groups can come together—which
brings me to the other word: samarbete or
cooperation.
We are working to cooperate with these
groups in ways that benefit everyone: the
group, our Center, and the community. Some
recent or current examples include providing
affordable space for the Swedish School
Association to conduct weekly classes for
over 90 Swedish-speaking children; leasing
affordable office space to, and sharing genealogy resources with, the Swedish Finn
Historical Society; carrying on the traditional Luciabal—and, we hope, other events—
of the recently dissolved Swedish Cultural
Society; hosting and co-sponsoring the annual
Crayfish Celebration organized by the Swedish American Chamber of Commerce;
and partnering with the local Danish community to organize our new and improved holiday
bazaar.
Another great example of samarbete is the
annual “Nordic Exchange.” We take turns with
the Leif Erikson Lodge of the Sons of
Norway—every other year—hosting an event
where the whole Nordic community is invited
to meet one another and share in some good

Swedish or Norwegian “soul food”
and entertainment. This March it
is our turn to host, so stay tuned,
because we have a great event in
the works that will appeal to
different generations within our
community!
Each year we also sponsor
scholarships to the University
of Washington’s Scandinavian Studies Department
and support the Seattle
Swedish Community Scholarships in intangible ways.
In many other cases we partner or
provide reasonable room rentals and share
information via newsletters, Web links, etc.
Organizations with whom we cooperate like
this include the Nordic Heritage Museum; the Skandia Folkdance Society
and affiliated groups; the Swedish
Women’s Educational Association;
local Vasa Lodges; and Seattle’s Honorary Swedish Consulate and other
Nordic consuls and chambers.
Our Board of Directors, staff, and
many volunteers are working hard to make
the Center a place where even more
community groups want to gather, to meet,
and to celebrate our culture. In addition to
the organizations I have mentioned, there
are several others we have made connections with, including interest groups for
Swedish sports teams, Swedish car manufacturers, and Scandinavian design and
architecture, as well as local neighborhood
Chambers of Commerce and historical
societies. We see potential for building
mutually beneficial relationships with these
and other organizations. If you are involved
with a group related to our Nordic community and would like to help build gemenskap
and samarbete, please e-mail me or contact
the Center’s office.
K arl L arsson
President, Swedish Cultural Center
klarsson@earthlink.net
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Cultural Director’s Notes

V

SCC Announces

olunteer work is the heart of any nonprofit organization and part of what makes America such a great
country. But it’s often hard for our Swedish cousins and
other relatives to understand. “You mean you work for free?
You do that because you want to? And you’re not paid?” So
our friends from abroad ask when they hear about exceptional efforts for something we believe in.
Several volunteers have put in extraordinary work in the Board member Lori Ann Reinhall
joined Jim Nelson to entertain at
last month to improve the club and to bring funds to the
our Christmas lutfisk dinner.
Center and pleasure to our members. It’s enough to make any
Swedish jaw drop. For example, board member Lori Ann Reinhall entertained at our Nordic
Christmas lutfisk dinner. After she and Jim Nelson had charmed an audience at a Happy Hour
with their music last summer, she offhandedly offered that she and Jim would return and sing at
Christmas. Jim lives in Norway but spends holidays with his family in Seattle, so coming here
was no problem. But Lori Ann flew to Norway to practice with him beforehand. Now that’s
dedication! Once they were both back here, the snow caused multiple complications, but she
and Jim made arrangements, drove 100 miles to pick up an instrument, printed programs, and
then put on a fabulous show with the ease of “Oh, we do this all the time!”
Auction chair Pam Madden is another volunteer whose work is so far above and
beyond, no European would believe it. Auction preparations start at least six months in
advance, and gradually gain momentum so that by auction time, it’s nearly a full-time job. It
won’t end for Pam on auction night either. She’ll be back at the Center for weeks afterward
making sure that thank-you letters go to donors and purchases to their owners.
One of our newer members, James Nordin, decided that our upstairs carpet needed
cleaning, so he rented a carpet cleaner and spent over a day cleaning the top-floor carpet.
Without being asked! Within the last month, a group of board members weeded, pruned, and
planted over several weekends. New member Robin O’Leary weeded one day while her son
Riley did heavy lifting and another member, Connie Blair, scrubbed the stairway in the lobby.
All of these efforts were just in the last month—on top of the regular volunteers who
make and serve pancakes, answer our phones, arrange our library, and so on. Thanks, everyone. You’re really something we can write home to Sweden about!
K ristine Leander
Cultural Director, Swedish Cultural Center • kristine@swedishculturalcenter.org

News about, or in the interest
of our members...

Visitor Log Discovered • Continued from p. 3

New Address?
Send your address changes or
corrections to:
Swedish Cultural Center
Attn: Address Change
1920 Dexter Ave. N.
Seattle, WA 98119

the signatures of 15,000 people who came from near and far to visit the Swedish Building.
Perhaps your grandparents?
As a gift to the Swedish-American community, we’re endeavoring to transcribe those
signatures into a document that will allow anyone to search for a particular name. And, we
need your help! To date, our library volunteer, Laurie Arst, has been typing names at the rate
of about 150 a day, or about 1 percent of the total for each day of her labor. We anticipate
having the 300 pages scanned, and we’ll need helpers who can type the names from the scans
into a spreadsheet. As a helper, you can either come into the Center to type names or type
from home, if you and your computer can use Microsoft Office Excel spreadsheet software.
We hope to get the task done by this summer, and we need volunteers! This is something that
you can do for the Center even if you live a distance away. Please e-mail Cultural Director
Kristine Leander at kristine@swedishculturalcenter.org or call 206-283-1090.

swedishculturalcenter.org

The Swedish Cultural Center
announces 739 member households.
New Members
Bert Anderson
Matts Carlgren
Sandy & Dave Cook
Mark & Susan Dibble
Harold & Christina Hansen
Cameron Herrington
Mark Isakson
Dorie Jennings
Melissa Jones & Bjorn Kindahl
Adriana Koessler & Marcus Mennes
John Lewis & Lars Haneberg
Lisa & Brien Lindstrom
John Lundin
Christy Luther
Nicklas Mattisson
George & Judi Miller
BJ Myers
Ed O’Brien
Jonas Olsson
Aaron Peterson
Joe & Carole Portteus
Nicholas Richter
Sune Sandling & Sherrill Bennington
Dee Salvino
Elaine Stevens
Arni Thomson
Kate Tucker
Joakim Wejdemar & Darcey Quinn
Jeannette Wiggins

Or you can e-mail to
info@swedishculturalcenter.org.

Let us know if we left out your
information by mistake.
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Members &
Friends Dinner
WEDNESDAY,
February 11, 2009
Stockholm Room
Social 5:30 p.m.
Dinner 6:30 p.m.
Cost $15.00
First course
Ärtsoppa med skinka
Ham and split pea soup
Second course
Pannbrynt kycklingbröst
med kapriskryddad
citronsås
Pan-seared chicken breast
with lemon caper sauce

Bräserad rödkål
Braised red cabbage
Ångkokta grönsaker
Steamed vegetables
Dessert
Ugnsbakat äppel
Baked apple
Author Barbara Sjoholm
will tell us about her travels
in northern Sweden. RSVP
by noon on Tuesday, Feb.
10. (There will be a $5 fee
for late RSVPs.) For
reservations, please call
206-283-1090, or e-mail
rw@swedishculturalcenter.org.
Read Your Newsletter
At the Members & Friends
Dinner, there will be a prize
for the correct response to
a trivia question taken from
this issue.
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February Program:
Palace of the Snow
Queen: Winter
Travels in Lapland

E

veryone is invited to our
Members & Friends Dinner
on Wednesday, Feb. 11. Barbara
Sjoholm, our guest presenter, has
a fascinating background as a
novelist, memoirist, translator,
and mystery writer under the
name Barbara Wilson. She’s also
the co-founder of Seal Press,
which grew to become a
well-known independent and
women’s publishing press.
Barbara’s father was an orphan
whose Swedish mother died in childbirth,
and he was raised by a family named
Wilson. At age 50, she decided to change
her last name. On a trip to Scandinavia she
“kept seeing small islands along the
coastlines called holms, washed by the
waves. I liked the notion of land sometimes
covered by water; the appearance and
disappearance of the islands seemed to
suggest how I kept losing and finding things
that were important to me. Sjoholm or ‘sea
island’ in Swedish came to me.” We’ve
invited her to the Center to show slides of her

exploration of Northern
Sweden, which resulted in
her book Palace of the
Snow Queen: Winter
Travels in Lapland. Her
book details her travel to
Kiruna to see the Ice
Hotel under construction,
the darkness as well as
radiant light over the
mountains and snow
fields of the North Cape,
a Sami film festival, and
visits to Santa’s Post
Office in Finland. She
writes of the changes
occurring in northern
Scandinavia and the
tensions between tourism, the
expansion of mining and development of the Ice Hotel, and age-old
patterns of land use, including the
Sami’s struggle to maintain their
reindeer grazing lands and
migration routes. Please RSVP for
the dinner and program by 12
noon on Tuesday, Feb. 10. The cost
is $15 for those who RSVP before
Feb. 10 and $20 for RSVPs after
that date. Social hour 5:30 p.m.,
dinner 6:30. The program will start after dinner.

Executive Director’s Notes

W

e’re off to a great start in 2009. I’m pleased to say that our facility weathered the December
snow and the January winds very well. I was able to get here every day to monitor the facility.
You will also be happy to hear that your officers and Board of Directors are a hard-working group
striving to improve your organization and are having much success. (Next May and June you’ll notice
the results of their latest efforts to prune the front yard and plant almost a thousand bulbs of springblooming flowers.) Membership is on the rise, as are additional social and cultural activities. The
various committees are all doing their best to provide you with an organization you should be proud
to be a part of. There is a lot of emphasis on our annual fundraising auction on Feb. 7—“Voyage
Aboard the Swedish American Line.” The center of our attention this month is making sure you’ll have
a great party to attend. It’s our major fundraising effort of the year, so we hope that every member
who lives in the Northwest will be there. As you may know, we also have a new administrative
assistant, Kris Reitan, who is doing very well fitting in to our staff. The phone is ringing with inquiries
about rentals, which are an integral part of our operation. Remember that as a member, you get a great
discount on room rentals here at the Center. Well, that’s it for this month; hope to see you in the
Center soon.
R.W. Clay
Executive Director, Swedish Cultural Center • rw@swedishculturalcenter.org
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News from the Museum
Nordic Knitting
Conference
he Nordic Heritage
Museum’s Nordic
Knitting Conference grew
from Scandinavians’
traditional interest in knitting
as well as its popularity in
contemporary culture at
large. When the Museum
held a knitting conference
several years ago, it was a huge success,
with an overflow of interest from the
public. The 2009 Conference coming up
March 13–15 is especially exciting, since
the program includes instruction in
traditional techniques as well as
contemporary design and experimental
knitting. The keynote speaker for the
2009 Conference is Swedish knitting
designer Katarina Brieditis, who will
teach three-dimensional knitting and
techniques for making new objects from
recycled materials. Brieditis has designed
for Östergötlands Ullspinneri, Linum,
IKEA, and Rörstrand. For more
information about the conference and
classes by Brieditis, visit
www.nordicmuseum.org or
call the Museum at
206-789-5707.

T

Giving to Your Favorite Cause

D

ONATIONS TO THE Swedish Cultural Center
come in many forms, and every gift goes
toward our goal of supporting Swedish culture
and heritage and providing a gathering place for
the Nordic community. At least twice a year we
directly ask each member to donate: in the fall
at the annual appeal and at membership
renewal time. But there are other
opportunities. Some friends of the
Center simply donate on their own
schedules, and some families
name it in the memorials for a
loved one who has passed
on. Again, all are very
welcome. However, we’d like
to introduce you to two ways
you might not yet have
thought of:
One, to honor a living person. Capt.
Richard E. and Diane Sardeson recently
sent a lovely donation check in honor
of a friend’s upcoming 80th birthday.
Thanks, Richard and Diane!
Two, naming the Swedish Cultural
Center in your will. For that, your
attorney may need our tax ID
number or other information that’s
easy for us to provide. Some
consider this option—planned
giving—the easiest of all
SWEDISH
ways to personally support
DESIGNER
Swedish heritage for further
Katarina
generations.
Brieditis will
teach at the
However you choose to
Nordic
donate, your gift to the
Heritage
Swedish Cultural Center is
Museum’s 2009
welcomed and appreciated,
and is used in an enduring
Knitting
way to support and
Conference.
celebrate Swedish culture in
the Northwest.

LEIF OLSSON WAS THE FIRST of two brothers to
emigrate from Norway to America. When he returned
to Norway in the early 1900s to bring his brother Knut
over, he suggested they change their last name to Berger
to avoid being mistaken for Swedes in America.
That Knut Berger was the grandfather of local
journalist and political pundit Knute “Skip” Berger,
columnist for online magazine Crosscut, former editor
of Seattle Weekly, and regular panelist on KUOW’s
Knute “Skip”
Berger will read
“Weekday.” Now Skip has written a book—and which
and sign copies of
ethnic group is the first to invite him to talk about it?
Pugetopolis on
Why, the large-hearted Swedes, of course! We won’t hold Feb. 20.
it against Skip, author of Pugetopolis: A Mossback Takes
on Growth Addicts, Weather Wimps, and the Myth of Seattle Nice, that his
great-uncle didn’t want to be one of us. At our February 20 Happy Hour at 7 p.m., Skip will read from and
sign copies of his book—which will also be for sale. After he meets the friendly Swedes, sees our building, and
experiences our lively Happy Hour, Skip might think twice about that decision a hundred years ago.

swedishculturalcenter.org

Auction Donors
Thanks to the
following businesses, the auction
on Feb. 7, Voyage
Aboard the
Swedish American
Line, will be the
best fun-raising,
friend-raising, and
fund-raising event
of the year. We
hope all our
members and
friends will be
there. If you don’t
have tickets yet,
check through Feb.
5 to see if they’re
still available.
Ace Hardware
Magnolia
ACT Theatre
All Vovo
Annie’s Art &
Frame
As You Like It
Tim Andersen,
Architect
Michael Boyd,
Architect
Cascade Ski School
Costco
Cutter & Buck
Cutter’s BayHouse
Daly’s Paint &
Decorating
Dick’s Drive-In
Duke’s Chowder
House
Emerald Downs
Family Fun Center
& Bullwinkle’s
Restaurant
Fred Meyer Ballard
Karin Granstrom,
M.D.
Hillside Bakery
Hilltop Yarn
Holland America
Line
Hotel Ändra
House of Sweden,
Washington, D.C.
HPC Networks, LLC
Cont. on p. 6
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Auction Donors
cont.
Interbay Golf
Center
Intiman Theatre
Ivar’s, Inc.
Jack’s Fish Spot
Languid Decadence
Majestic Bay
Theatre
Museum Quality
Framing
Napolitano
Nielsen’s Bakery
Nordic Heritage
Museum
Nordstjernan
Northwest
Outdoor Center
Pacific Northwest
Ballet
Pizza Hut
QFC Interbay
Sara’s Skin &
Massage Butik
Scandia
Spelmanslag
Scandinavian
Specialties
Seattle Mariners
Seattle Repertory
Theatre
Seattle Storm
Southwest Airlines
Supercuts Ballard
Svedala Bakery
Starbucks
Strictly
Scandinavian
Swanson’s Nursery
Swenson Swedish
Immigration
Research Center
Wahlquist
Construction
The Nordic Maid
Top Ten Toys
Trader Joe’s
Queen Anne
Unravel
Therapeutics
Upper Crust
Bakery Magnolia
Victoria Clipper
Viking Tavern
Ann Wendell,
author

Hemlandsnytt
News from the homeland
A column of current Swedish news topics,
taken from Swedish news media.
Compiled by Gunnar Wallin

GM help: A top General Motors Corp.
executive stated that the automaker is looking to
the Swedish government to provide some financial
help for its beleaguered Saab brand. GM’s European
division has about eight weeks to make a strategic
recommendation for the brand. Last December,
Swedish lawmakers approved a $3.6 billion bailout
for the Swedish auto industry, but did not include
options for GM or Ford Motors’ Volvo.
Gold: Private investors are hoarding gold
bars, pawnbrokers’ shops are filling with gold, and
homes are cleaning out jewelry. A new gold rush
has entered Sweden. Troubled economic times and
high trading value have made gold very attractive,
according to Guldcentralen, which is the largest
seller of investment gold in Scandinavia.
Imports: Foreign IT consultants are seeking
employment in Sweden following a new employment law making it easier for experts from other
countries to obtain labor permits. Among the 762
applications, 212 were submitted from India and 83
from China.
More bikers: Bicycle riding has increased
heavily in the larger metropolises, even in the
winter time. In Stockholm alone, there are now
Norwegian Singer to Visit in March
n 2007, the Leif Erikson Lodge of the Sons of
Norway hosted us
for a wonderful
Nordic Exchange
and invited a folk
music performing
group, Grannar,
from Malmö. Since
turnabout is fair
play, we’re bringing
a performer from
Trondheim, Norway,
NORWEGIAN
ARTIST
to entertain them at
AND
COMPOSER
our house on Friday,
March 20: namely
PERFORMANCES
indie-pop recording
March 20,
star Lise Olden. (For
March 21,
those new to the

I

Lise Olden
Direct from Norway for her performances
at the Swedish Cultural Center

at the Center for the Nordic Exchange
with the Leif Erikson Lodge of the Sons of Norway.
at the Center for a public concert.
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twice as many bikers riding in the city as there
were 10 years ago.
Hard times: After shedding tens of thousands
of jobs in recent months, Sweden should prepare for
a new wave off layoffs in 2009, according to a
survey of some of the country’s top business
leaders. The survey included 100 companies listed
on the Stockholm stock exchange; 39 percent said
that their staffing would decline in 2009.
Cool: Three men climbed over the fence into
Teracom’s grounds, where they climbed the
327-meter (1,073 ft) TV mast in Bäckefors in
Dalsland. They all parachuted from the 300-meter
level. One employee tried to stop the daredevils
but did not succeed. The three were believed to be
Norwegians, because they were traveling in a car
with Norwegian registry.
All the best: Swedish golf star Annika
Sörenstam has tied the knot with Mike McGee just
four weeks after she ended her Hall of Fame career.
About 125 guests attended the ceremony and
evening reception at Lake Nina Golf and Country
Club in Orlando on December 1, 2008. McGee,
the son of former U.S. PGA Tour player Jerry
McGee, has served as managing director for
Sörenstam’s business brand since 2006. Sörenstam
retired in November last year after playing her last
round in Dubai. She has won 89 times worldwide.

Opinions expressed are not those of the Swedish
Cultural Center.
pop world, “indie” means that she records on an
independent label.) She and the three other members of her group are excited about their first trip to
the States, and we’re lining up performances to help
pay for it. So far, these are the opportunities for you
to hear Lise:
• A private party the week of March 16–23 in the
Center’s lounge, to be auctioned during our Feb.
7 auction
• She’ll possibly make an appearance at our March
17 St. Patrick’s Day Happy Hour (we’re calling it
a Sven Patrick evening)
• On Fri., March 20, at the Nordic Exchange
• Sat., March 21, at a public concert at the Center
• Lise hopes to perform also in Portland and
possibly Vancouver. She reports that the media
in Norway are intrigued that a Swedish group is
bringing her over. Maybe they’ll be convinced
that there is change in America?
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Renewal Time

B

ack in the day, the Swedish Cultural Center used an end-of-theyear renewal date for all members. If you joined at any other
time, you paid either the full amount for a partial year or a prorated
amount, as determined by the board at the time. It was always
confusing to potential new members, and some waited until the
next January to join in order to maximize their investment. To
make it simpler, the board changed the renewals to be one year
after joining, whatever month that was. About half of our members
are still on the end-of-the-year cycle, and so our new administrative assistant, Kris Reitan, is now processing a large group of
renewals. We are simultaneously moving to a new database system
and an updated look for our membership cards. But the more the
merrier! We hope you send in your renewals just as soon as you
receive your reminder letter, so we can check you off and count
you in. Incidentally, if you’re used to letting your renewal slide and
e-v-e-n-t-u-a-l-l-y sending it in, our record-keeping system won’t
allow us to let you linger on our rolls. If you’re wondering when
your renewal comes up, check your membership card, which shows
the month you joined. Thanks to those who have sent in their
renewals already, and thank you for sending in yours very soon.

Happy Hours Are Here Again

H

ave you been to Happy Hour lately? If not, you’re in for a
surprise. It’s loaded with people and fun! Board member and
Vice President for Programs Anna Anderson has announced the
February and March Happy Hour schedule:
• Friday, January 30, will be a Lykke Li listening party.
• Friday, February 13, indie-pop playlist.
• Thursday, February 19, Nordic Heritage Museum’s Arctic Circle
invites SCC members to join them for a Bonus Happy Hour and
a Pan-Scandinavian playlist.
• Friday, February 20, will be a book reading and signing by author
Knute Berger.
• Saturday, February 21, will be Finnish music by Pekka Pentikainen
and Perttu Paapanen.
• Friday, February 27, we’ll have a listening party of music by Lise
Olden, indie-pop singer from Norway.
• Friday, March 6, will be disc jockeys Shani T (from KEXP) and
Johnny C.
• Tuesday, March 17, St. Patrick’s becomes Sven Patrick’s night at
the Swedish Club. Wear a Scandinavian sweater and get a free
drink.
• Friday, March 20, will be the Nordic Exchange with the Leif
Erikson Lodge of the Sons of Norway, with guest Lise Olden,
who flies in from Trondheim to present our Norwegian program
for our Norwegian guests.
• Friday, March 27, will be Absolut ABBA with Absolut vodka and
ABBA music on tap.

swedishculturalcenter.org

Board Buries Bulbs, Bets on Bloom Bonanza

T

HE SWEDISH LOVE and respect of nature is one of our most
ingrained traits. To honor this traditional Swedish love of flowers,
the board took on a huge pruning and bulb planning project this
winter. They planted a thousand spring-blooming bulbs from Skagit
Valley in front of the building, selected to ensure a long blooming
period. The board members who put in long days to prune and plant
were supported with tools and extra bulbs from local business owner
Walt Benecki. His shop,
Walt’s Organic Fertilizer, is
at 1528 NW Leary Way, just
north of the Ballard
Bridge. We invite you to
stop by at Walt’s shop and
say thanks—and to stop
by the Center and enjoy
the flowers next spring.
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Coming Events at the Swedish Cultural Center

Volunteers?
We have a new and exciting
100-year-old project that
requires the help of some
typists. Please help us type
the names of people who
signed the visitor log for the
Swedish Building at the
Alaska Yukon Pacific
Exposition of 1909. We
have hundreds of hours of
typing ahead of us. You can
come into the Center or
help from your home, if you
and your computer are
Microsoft Office Excel
savvy. E-mail kristine@
swedishculturalcenter.org or
call 206-283-1090 and we’ll
fill you in.
Rentals available at
Swedish Cultural Center.
1920 Dexter Ave N., Seattle.
Call 206-283-1078 or visit
www.swedishculturalcenter.
org/Venues/venues.htm. If
you’ve been a member for
at least a year, you get a
discount.

Every Friday.
Swedish Kafé!

Wednesday, Feb. 11.
Members & Friends Dinner.

The Swedish Cultural Center is stepping back into
the future with our new Friday café. The lunch
menu is soup, your choice of smørgås sandwiches,
and homemade Swedish pastries. You’re invited
every Friday, from 12 noon through Happy Hour.

Author Barbara Sjoholm will talk about her winter
visit to Sweden and her book Palace of the Snow
Queen. RSVP to Swedish Cultural Center by Feb. 9.
E-mail rw@swedishculturalcenter.org or call
206-283-1090. Social hour 5:30, dinner 6:30.

Every Friday.
Nordic Happy Hour.

Wednesday, Feb. 18.
Kafferep.

Great drinks at great prices, along with a Scandinavian entree that varies weekly. Always the best
view in town. 5–10:30 p.m.

Our monthly coffee party. Everyone is invited,
with or without cookies to share! 2 p.m.

Sunday, Feb. 1.
Swedish Pancakes.
Our pancake breakfasts are the ones other clubs
imitate. Music by Speldosan, NW Pelimannit, and
Katrilli, plus dancing, makes it the best food and
entertainment in town. 8 a.m.–1:30 p.m. Members
$6; guests $8, children 5–12, $4. 1920 Dexter Ave. N.
Sunday, Feb. 1.
Swedish Genealogy 101.
Join our group and share your questions or your
experience with genealogy. Led by two experienced genealogists. Free. 1 p.m.
Thursday, Feb 5.
Swedish Knitting Exhibit and Workshop.
Swedish knitter Elsebeth Lavold opens her exhibit
“Knitting Along the Viking Trail” at the Nordic
Heritage Museum (Feb. 6–April 5). She’ll teach
workshops Feb. 6–8. Info: www.nordicmuseum.
org or 206-789-5707. 3014 NW 67th, Seattle.
Saturday, Feb. 7.
Auction: “Voyage Aboard the Swedish
American Line.”
Don’t miss the Swedish Cultural Center’s gala event
of the year! We’ll have fun while raising money to
support scholarships and building improvements.
$55 each. 5 p.m. At the Center.
Wednesday, Feb. 11.
Book Club: Swedish Mentality.
We’ll read the English version of this book, hugely
popular in Sweden, which looks behind the myth of
the unemotional, conflict-avoiding, melancholy
Swede. Order a copy through Randy, 206-937-0441
or rnelson900@aol.com. 5:30 p.m. in the library.
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Friday, Feb. 20.
Knute Berger Book Signing.
“Skip” Berger, local journalist, editor, and pundit,
will read and sign his book, Pugetopolis: A Mossback Takes on Growth Addicts, Weather Wimps,
and the Myth of Seattle Nice. OK, so he’s Norwegian; we’re inviting him anyway. Free. 7 p.m.
Wednesday, Feb. 18, & Friday, Feb. 20.
Swedish Film: Arn—Tempelriddaren.
The most expensive Scandinavian film in history
weaves a medieval tapestry of love, loss, faith, and
resilience during the 12th-century Crusades. In
Swedish, English, and Arabic with English subtitles.
Wednesday evening at 7 p.m. and Friday afternoon at
2 p.m. Info: 206-465-9381, rnelson900@gmail.com.
Saturday, Feb. 21.
Finnish Accordionists.
Pekka Pentikainen and Perttu Paapanen have
delighted audiences at Folklife. Tonight they’ll
delight us! Music for listening and dancing. $10
members, $12 guests. 7 p.m. 1920 Dexter Ave. N.
Wednesday, Feb 25.
Finnish Film: Kid (Aavan meren tällä puolen).
Part coming of age, part road trip, this sensitive and
appealing film describes the surprises in store for
Kirsi when she accompanies her mother on a trip to
Finland. In Finnish with English subtitles. 7:30 p.m.
$5 donation. 1920 Dexter Ave. N.
Friday, Feb 27.
Folkdancing.
Come early for a lesson by Pat McMonagle and
then stay to dance to the live music of Sprida Ut.
Lesson at 7:30 p.m., live music at 8. Dance till 11.
Admission by donation. 1920 Dexter Ave. N.
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