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Two Gunnars, Two Soups, One Winner
By A manda Boyle

Our Mission
To promote better understanding
between the United States and
the Nordic countries, with
emphasis on Sweden, and to
perpetuate Nordic culture
and traditions through the
teaching, observance, practice
and celebration of this culture
and its traditions.

A

mong the dilemmas facing modern
Swedes, the question of pea soup
often arises. Which is better: green pea
soup or yellow? This dire quandary will
be settled once and for all at the
Swedish Cultural Center’s Great Pea
Soup Challenge on January 15. SCC
members Gunnar Damstrom and
Gunnar Wallin, who describe each
other as closest and best friends, are
ready to have an audience decide which
soup is better, since they couldn’t
resolve this problem themselves.
Pea soup is a popular dish in
Scandinavian households today, but
how did it become so prominent? Since
before Viking times in Sweden,
Since Gunnar and Gunnar can’t decide whether the best pea soup is
ärtsoppa, or pea soup, was made from green or yellow, they’re leaving it up to you. Join us for the Great Pea
Soup Challenge on Jan. 15. If you don’t, one of these guys might get
fast-growing peas that were easy to
hurt—and we wouldn’t want that to happen.
cultivate by the lower class. When
Sweden converted to Catholicism,
warmth of his yellow pea soup. Wallin may have
Thursday dinners traditionally involved pea soup,
an edge over Damstrom, since his meatball recipe
often including flask (pork) so as to provide a
won first place when As You Like It Catering
hearty meal before a Friday fast. Even after the
sponsored a Swedish meatball contest in 2008.
transition to Lutheranism in the 16th century, pea
What to expect: Wallin’s soup will combine
soup continued to be a Thursday dinner custom in
traditional Swedish yellow peas with ham.
Scandinavian households—a custom that continues
Damstrom’s soup will be made from green peas,
even today.
pork, and an interesting herb mix. Come help the
Both Wallin and Damstrom first tried pea
two Gunnars figure out which pea soup is better,
soup as young children, in Stockholm and Helsinki, and who will leave with a bright, shiny medal
respectively. Damstrom says he “disliked it
around his neck. Maybe you and your family will
intensely” the first time he tried it, but warmed up start your own pea soup tradition! Hope to see
to the taste in his teens. Both describe pea soup as you all there.
a tradition that has been passed on in their families
The showdown begins January 15 at 7 p.m. $10
for generations. Wallin says he has a monthly
buys you two cups of soup and the opportunity to
tradition of making pea soup for all his friends and vote on the winner. RSVP requested, but not
family. In a typical month, Wallin and his wife,
required—call 206-283-1090 or e-mail amanda@
Birgitta, feed more than 100 people with the
swedishculturalcenter.org.
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President’s Notes

S

weden is a world leader in providing
humanitarian aid, and we are upholding the
tradition here in Seattle. Several days before
Christmas, Kristine Leander and I delivered a
truckload of coats and blankets (more than 80
items donated by generous members) to the
Millionair Club Charity, a Seattle nonprofit that
provides the working homeless with jobs, meals,
and hygiene facilities, and was started by
Swedish immigrant Martin Johansson in 1921.
(Our December newsletter included an article
about the Millionair Club. Past newsletters can
be found at www.swedishculturalcenter.org.
Click on “Newsletters” near the bottom of the
page.) If you’re interested in helping to fund or
serve a noontime meal in February—date to be
announced—to nearly 200 clients at the
Millionair Club, please let us know. And don’t
forget to call the Millionair Club Charity the next
time you need casual labor (206-728-JOBS).
With the new year, your Board of Directors
is revisiting the strategic planning goals of two
years ago. Since that time, we’ve made a good
deal of progress toward many of these goals; and
in two years, some things have changed, both at
the Center and in general. One change is the
composition of our Board, so it is fitting that the
current Board should review and—where
appropriate—refine and refresh our goals.
Toward this end, the Board has created a
new vision statement that illustrates the

characteristics to which we aspire for the
Center. For years, the mission statement has
been printed on the front of every newsletter
and that will remain. By contrast, this new
vision statement is primarily for the Board’s
use as a guide when facing decisions, both
difficult and mundane. I would like to share it
with you, our members. It reads:
The iconic Swedish Cultural Center,
overlooking Lake Union, provides a
link between generations of
Scandinavians here and abroad and
has become a “third place” for
members of the community. Known
for the quality of its varied programs, it provides an opportunity to
socialize, learn about and experience
all aspects of Swedish culture.
This statement will help us stay the
course as we continue to build a Swedish
Cultural Center that is relevant and viable
today. If this vision rings true for you and you
would like to become involved as a volunteer,
please contact the office. I wish you all a
happy and successful 2010.
K arl L arsson
President, Swedish Cultural Center
klarsson@earthlink.net
Staff at the
Millionair Club
Charity receive
the 80 items of
clothing collected
at the Swedish
Cultural Center
during club events
in December.
Melvin Williams
and Betty Dovinh
received the items
from Cultural
Director Kristine
Leander and
Board President
Karl Larsson.
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Cultural Director’s Notes

T

he New Year inspires a clean slate. To start off 2010, I’m clearing my desk of questions that
have come from members during the year. I’ve answered these individually, but perhaps all
of you would like to know the answers too.
Who writes the newsletter? I do, with these exceptions: Former SCC Board president
Gunnar Wallin does a brilliant job with Hemlandsnytt and President Karl Larsson and
Executive Director R.W. Clay each write their own columns. When someone else occasionally
writes an article, you’ll see that author’s byline. If you want information included in the
newsletter, send it to me by e-mail and mention “newsletter” in your e-mail. Otherwise, I may
miss the fact that you want it published.
Who produces the Web site, www.swedishculturalcenter.org? I oversee it, but we hire a
Webmaster to write the material from what I provide to him. By the way, sometimes he’s
pretty funny. If you haven’t read our home page for a while, you ought to. Check out the
article about the world’s largest julbock in Sweden with its own Webcam.
How are Board members chosen? The Board’s nominating committee recruits new Board
members all year, looking for skills or background missing from the current lineup. Most of the
time, incoming members are elected by the membership in May, but the Board itself has the
authority to appoint new members to fill open positions during the year. Board members serve
three years for each term, with one-third of them slated to be replaced or renewed each year.
How is the Swede of the Year chosen? The club has chosen Swedes of the Year for two
years, Jane Isakson Lea in 2008 and Jon and Carina Halgren in 2009. They are
announced at our June 6 Swedish National Day celebration. There are no written rules for how
the Board president selects the Swede of the Year, but so far, these individuals were chosen for
their “Swedishness” and their support of the Center, as demonstrated by volunteer hours,
monetary support, and attendance at events.
Do members get a rental discount at the Center? Yes, after one year of membership, you
have a 20 percent discount on renting rooms at the club—a great place to hold a meeting or
celebrate a wedding, an anniversary, a baptism, etc. Nonprofit groups also have a 10 percent
discount for rentals.
Continued on p. 4

Executive Director’s Notes
It’s 2010—and the Swedish Cultural Center is still going strong with new things on
the horizon. The beginning of a new year is often the time to reflect upon the past year’s
activities with the thought of improvement for the months to come. If you are one who
makes resolutions, think about how often you visited or volunteered at the Center in
2009. Think about the changes the Center went through in the past 12 months and the
enjoyment you had here. What sort of tasks do we need help with? Once a month we
need a crew of people who are willing to cook and serve pancakes for up to 1,000 guests.
Every Friday, we need help preparing, serving, and cleaning up from the Kafé. Our library
needs volunteers willing to enter books into a new catalog system. We have a stash of
photos that should be scanned and made available for members to identify. We have
closets that need organizing. The list goes on. In short, resolve to enjoy your Center even
more in 2010. We need you!
Well, that’s it for now. I hope to see you in your Center soon.
R.W. Clay
Executive Director, Swedish Cultural Center
rw@swedishculturalcenter.org
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SCC Announces
News about, or in the interest
of our members...
The Swedish Cultural Center
announces 881 member households.
New Members
Lisa Bergman
Blaine and Michelle Bradbury
Sven Carlson
Birgitta and Robert Dahl
Katie Doyle and Martin Johansson
Verna Eriks
Karin Gruver
Peter and Tonya Gustafson
Paul Hansen
Anita Higginbotham
Nancy and Charles Hogan
Kelly Hughes
Brian Juneman
Tom, Mariette, Andrew, Patrick, &
David Knoblauch
Lisbeth Lally
Kristel Lensmann, Christopher Allen,
Tiina-Liis Tugi, Raili Lensmann Allen
Johan, Emese, & Johanna Lindstrom
Eric Martin
Steve Nielsen and Mai Teras
Laurel Pederson
Tracy, Eric, Sara, Annemarie, &
Charlotte Pozil
Albert Priidik
Lee and Greta Roseberg
Kathryn Summers
Marsha and Peter Trost
Johan, Mark, Erik, & Alexander Wictor
New Address?
Send your address changes or
corrections to:
Swedish Cultural Center
Attn.: Address Change
1920 Dexter Ave. N.
Seattle, WA 98109
Or you can e-mail to

info@swedishculturalcenter.org.
Let us know if we left out your
information by mistake.
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CULTURAL DIRECTOR’S NOTES Continued from p. 3
Who selects programs, such as the upcoming pea soup challenge or the programs at the monthly Members & Friends Dinner? In
many cases, members suggest programs or draw my attention to a
potential speaker—for example an author who will be in town or a
local person with an expertise that the members would like to know
more about. Please keep those suggestions coming!
Do we recycle at the Center? Yes, we do. We are also in process
of purchasing high-quality recycling containers for the lobbies that
will make our recycling easier and more visible.
Are we connected to any other Swedish clubs or a national
organization? The Swedish Cultural Center is an independent
organization. There are Swedish Clubs in Detroit, Houston, San
Francisco, and Sarasota, Florida, and other Swedish cultural organizations on the East Coast and Midwest, but no formal network of
clubs. Check www.swedishculturalcenter.org for links to other
Swedish-oriented organizations.
Will we ever go back to the name Swedish Club? There are pros
and cons to changing back, and the Board is weighing the decision.
We may find a compromise, such as a “doing business as…” option,
keeping Swedish Cultural Center as our formal name, but using
Swedish Club informally and even in our printed material.
Is the Swedish Club going to stick around? Shall I include it in
my will? Absolutely! The club is growing, and including it in your
estate planning serves two purposes: One, the club will always

continue to need financial help to provide education and programs
for the Swedish-American community, and the building will also
continue to age and need refurbishing. Two, including it in your will
reminds your family of your values and what was important to you
after you’re gone.
I got to the Friday dinner too late and you’d run out of food.
Why don’t you plan better? We’re still learning how to gauge the
number of customers for Ann-Margret Lightle’s delicious,
Swedish-style lunch and dinner every Friday. We’re sorry you missed
eating at our Friday Kafé, and we hope you try it again. However,
because we serve food only one day of the week, we actually do
want to run out. Otherwise, we’d have to raise the prices to cover
food that’s prepared but not sold. To make sure you get dinner, try
to come by 7:30 or 8 p.m. We often have food even after then, but
7:30 is the earliest we’ve run out. And if you’re coming in a group,
tell us ahead of time so we can cook a bit more. After you taste the
delicious homestyle food, we hope you’ll understand our somewhat
homestyle arrangements.
Best wishes to you and yours for a year of peace and prosperity. See you at the club!
K ristine Leander
Cultural Director
Swedish Cultural Center
kristine@swedishculturalcenter.org

Save the date of April 24 for the SCC’s
fund-raising auction, Sweden Goes to
Hollywood. Everyone is invited to this
gala event, and we hope you’ll dress
up in movie star style! Fund-raising
events such as the auction depend on
many willing hands to help out and an
abundance of items to be sold. We are
already collecting offers of volunteer
help and donations of items. (And if
you don’t know what sort of items are
needed, you’ll receive a letter in January
describing what is most appealing to
auction-goers.) If you would like to
help with the auction, contact Auction
Chair Sue Gregor at 206-783-0320 or
thedibblehouse@msn.com.
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Members & Friends Dinner

W

e’ve made a New Year’s
resolution for 2010: We’re
moving the Members & Friends
Dinner from the second Wednesday
of the month to the first Wednesday. This means the next dinner will
fall on January 6, not the 13th.
Please keep this in mind when
marking your new calendar. You
wouldn’t want to wake up January 7
and say, “Fy katten! I missed the
Members & Friends Dinner!”
Speaking of which, our guest
SCC member Laura
lecturer, Laura Wideburg, will
Wideburg will address the
address a topic that we hope you’ll
Members & Friends Dinner
find diverting: “Oh Damn, or the
on a topic that’s guaranteed
to generate discussion.
Trials of Translating Swearing in
Swedish Fiction.” Wideburg, a
Swedish language teacher and translator, noticed a while ago that
Swedish swearing is not easy to convey to an American audience.
For example, what is the best translation of “fy fan”? Laura recalls
one incident when a fellow translator working on subtitles used the
F-word and almost gave a movie an R rating before asking a second
opinion of a native speaker. Laura was the native speaker in question,
and rescued the translation of the swearing. She subsequently
became aware of the real-world consequences of mistranslating
taboo words—and before she knew it, she found herself giving
academic talks on the subject. In 2009, she addressed the annual
conventions of both the Society for the Advancement of Scandinavian Study and the American Literary Translators Association on the

topic of Swedish swearing and the trouble translators have in dealing
with raw language. Well, gosh darn it, we’ve invited her to the
Swedish Cultural Center to share the information with us. Laura has
translated three psychological thrillers by Inger Frimansson and two
academic economics books. She is presently working on a fourth
Frimansson thriller, The Cat Would Not Die, which is scheduled for
publication in 2010.
Please reserve your dinner by noon, Tuesday, Jan. 5, by e-mailing
amanda@swedishculturalcenter.org or calling the Center at 206-2831090. Dinner is $18 per person; late RSVPs and walk-ins pay $22.
Remember to order limpa bread (sourdough rye, $6) or mandelfläta
(cardamom bread with almond paste, $12) when you RSVP for dinner,
and your bread will be waiting for you.

Learn Swedish!

P

lanning a trip to Sweden, or just interested in learning more
about the language? Looking to brush up your skills, or starting
from scratch? We’ve got a Swedish class for you. Class sizes are small
(5–12 students). Classes begin the week of January 4 and run
through March 2010.
Beginners 2 Mondays 6–7:30 p.m.
Randy Nelson, MA
Advanced
Mondays 7:30–9 p.m.
Timothy Warburton, UW
Beginners 3 Tuesdays 6–7:30 p.m.
Berit Lehner, native speaker
Intermediate Tuesdays 7:30–9 p.m.
Randy Nelson, MA
Beginners 1 Thursdays 6–7:30 p.m.
Laura Wideburg, PhD
Conversation Fridays
12–1:30 p.m.
Laura Wideburg, PhD
If the above times do not work for you, it may be possible to put
together classes at other times. For placement and other information,
contact Randy Nelson at 206-937-0441, rnelson900@gmail.com.
The cost for 10 weeks is $95 ($70 for SCC members) plus materials.
Happy Hour January 8
ngrid Hamberg and David Rönnlund are
students at the Telemark County
College, Institute for Folk Culture in
Rauland, Norway. Ingrid is a Seattle native
with strong ties to the local Scandinavian
community. She has been playing folk
music for well over a decade and has
played previously at the club’s Happy
Hours. David is from Uppsala, Sweden,
and also plays fiddle (as well as nyckelharpa, hardingfele, and assorted other
instruments). Starting around 7 p.m., they
will play a rousing set of traditional music
from Norway and Sweden. Afterward
they hope to jam with local musicians, so
bring your instruments!

I
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SCC member Dennis Anderson (left)
from Sultan seeks genealogy help from
SCC’s newest librarian and member
of our genealogy team, Alan McCool.
Alan recommends that if you come for
genealogy research, you bring everything
you already know about the individuals
you’re researching—for example, birth date
and place; immigration date; port of entry;
vessel name; date and place of marriage,
naturalization, and death; and names
of everyone in the ancestor’s immediate
family, either when the ancestor was an
adult spouse/parent, when he or she was
a child, or both. Also be prepared to say
what records you’ve already checked to
document your ancestor (e.g., U.S. Census,
church records). “Family Group Sheets”
and family tree diagrams are helpful. If this
every-Friday service (1:30–3:30 p.m.) gets
popular, we’ll start taking reservations, but
for now, it’s drop-in and free to members.

Members Tour to Sweden?
ack in the 1960s and ’70s, many members joined the Swedish
Club for the group tours to Sweden. Fifty years later, we’re
starting to plan a members’ tour again, and we’d love to know if
you’re interested. We are looking at possibilities that could include
Gothenburg and Sweden’s West Coast; Dalarna, where we’d visit the
homes of Carl Larsson and Anders Zorn; and then back south to
Uppsala and Linneaus gardens, finishing up with a grand tour of
Stockholm. Maybe cruise for a couple of days on the Göta Canal?
We are considering 10 days or two weeks in May 2010. Are you
interested? Do you have suggestions for what you’d like to be
included in a tour? If so, contact Cultural Director Kristine
Leander at kristine@swedishculturalcenter.org or 206-283-1090.

B

Welcome to Sweden Week 2010

T

By K ate Westlin

he Swedish Consulate in Seattle is planning a week-long celebration, Sweden Week, in early May 2010. The goal is to recognize
Swedish-Americans’ countless contributions to Washington state’s
history, culture, business, education, and the arts. During this week,
we will recognize Swedish Hospital and the Scandinavian Department
of the University of Washington, both celebrating their centennials. In
addition, there are several Nobel laureates in whose honor we plan a
tribute dinner. Many distinguished guests, such as Her Royal Highness
Princess Madeleine and the Swedish ambassador to the United States,
Jonas Hafström, will visit Seattle for Sweden Week.
To highlight present opportunities and promote future cooperation, there will also be a business focus, with special attention to the
fields of sustainable development, IT, and modern medical technology. We plan to have Swedish chefs preparing food (it’s not all
meatballs), as well as Swedish films, musicians, authors, and actors.
The UW Scandinavian Studies Department will offer lectures open
to the public during the week, and to highlight research cooperation
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between the UW and Swedish universities, we are arranging the
annual Seattle–Sweden Diabetes Awareness Day. Local Swedish and
Scandinavian organizations are preparing programs that will be
partly independent and partly integrated into the official Sweden
Week program. Consulate staff are energized and convinced that it is
going to be a fantastic week. Sweden Week will not only get
attention in Seattle, but throughout the Western states and definitely
from Swedish communities across the country. Please continue to
check consulateofswedenseattle.com and swedenweek.org for more
information.
“Swedes Got Talent!”
o you sing, dance, tell stories, or recite
poetry? We’ll have an old-fashioned
talent show on Friday, Feb. 5, with a prize
for the best talent by one of our members
or friends. It’s also a fund-raiser for the club.
Put it on your calendar, and contact
kristine@swedishculturalcenter.org if you
want to share your talent! 7:30 p.m.

D

Community Bulletin Board
• Join a Tuesday ski bus to Stevens and Crystal and enjoy group ski
rates. Six weeks of skiing start Jan. 5. There are bus pickup spots
in Seattle and on the Eastside. Seniors get discount pricing on lift
tickets. For more information, including prices and pickup,
contact Gail Vitek at 206-527-3070.
• The Creative Retirement Institute of Edmonds Community College
will host a literature class on Selma Lagerlöf and The Saga of Gösta
Berling, one of the most widely read books in Swedish literature.
Wednesdays 10–11:30 a.m. Four sessions, February 3–24. $30. For
more information, visit cri.edcc.edu or call 425-640-1830. The class
is held in Shoreline and participants must preregister.
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Hemlandsnytt
News from the homeland
A column of current Swedish news topics,
taken from Swedish news media.
Compiled by Gunnar Wallin

Nice digs: Scandal-plagued golfer Tiger Woods’
wife, Elin Nordegren, has bought a vast beachfront
estate on an island near Stockholm. According to
the Swedish Aftonbladet daily, the 24,000-squaremeter property, which includes a swimming pool
and can be reached only by boat, was sold for 16
million kronor ($2.2 million). It was not stated
whether billionaire golfer Woods was involved in
the transaction.
Automobile: Chinese automaker BAIC is buying
old technology from Saab, as announced on Dec.
14. According to Eric Geers, communication
director at Saab, “It feels great for us at Saab
Automobile, we were very much behind this. We
have pushed the rock hard and we have succeeded
in a short time and are proud of it.” These technology sales to BAIC give Saab fresh capital.
Up: The Swedish economy is taking off, with a
predicted GDP growth of 1.8 percent in 2010,
according to an economic forecast. Presently labor
markets are lagging behind, but the unemployment
rate will fall sharply in 2011 with an increase of the
GDP to 2.8 percent.
Smokeless: Cigarette maker Reynolds American
Inc. (maker of Camels) has reached a deal to acquire
a Swedish company whose nicotine gum, pouches
and spray help people stop smoking, according to

the second-largest U.S. tobacco company. The
acquisition will let Reynolds offer a product that
can “reduce the risk of diseases caused by tobacco
use.”
Sun-no: The Swedish capital Stockholm registered
only 17.5 hours of sunshine for the entire month of
November, making it the gloomiest November since
2000. The sun shone for on an average of only 35
minutes a day during the month. Because clouds
trap heat and prevent clear skies and crisp temperatures, November 2009 was also the warmest
November in 25 years. Global warming?
More automobile: The international consortium
Crown, with the former Volvo chief Roger Holtback,
has handed out a revised bid for Volvo cars, according to a report from The Wall Street Journal. Behind
the Crown are former Ford chief Michael Dingman
and Shamel Rushwin, who has served as head of rival
Chrysler. Crown’s sugared bid has completed the
financing, according to the Journal. Confusing?
Thanks: I have written Hemlandsnytt since 1999
and during the years I have been blessed with
several positive comments by readers of my
column. I have tried to mix serious articles with
some humor, but over the years I have noticed that
more and more violent and sad news from Sweden,
which makes it more difficult to compile them.
However I would like to thank you for showing
interest in the column, and I wish you all a Happy
New Year!
Opinions expressed are not those of the
Swedish Cultural Center.

Members &
Friends Dinner
WEDNESDAY,
Jan. 6, 2010
Three Crowns
Dining Room
Social 5:30 p.m.
Dinner 6:30 p.m.
Cost $18
RSVP by noon Jan. 5. Late
RSVPs and walk-ins: $22.
First course
Rödbets och apelsinsalad
Beet and orange salad
Second course
Senapsstekt lax med
ansjovissmör
Mustard roasted salmon
with anchovy butter

Kokt potatis med smör och
persilja
Boiled potatoes with butter
and parsley
Stekta grönsaker
Roasted vegetables
Dessert
Brylé
Crème brulée

Two Swedes Compare Notes
t the December Lucia event, Kate Westlin and
Joakim Bosved discussed living in America. Kate
is an intern at the office of Seattle’s Honorary
Swedish Consul, Lars Jonsson, and is here to help
organize Sweden Week 2010 in early May. (See p. 6
for more information.) Joakim is 17 and a junior at
Ballard High School. Incidentally, Kate is looking for
housing from March through May. She is on a
stipend and enjoys living simply. She’d love to share
living space but have her own room. She can afford
up to $500 a month for the right location that’s
close to downtown or a quick bus ride there. Joakim
looks forward to sharing outdoor adventures such as
snowboarding or hiking with local people. To
contact Kate or Joakim, call or e-mail the Center and
we’ll put you in touch with them.

A
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Coming Events at the Swedish Cultural Center
Every Friday.
Swedish Kafé & Happy Hour!

Smörgås sandwiches by Svedala Bakery, Swedish
meatballs, and homemade pastries. Kafé starting at
12 noon. Evening food by Swedish chef Ann-Margret varies weekly, starts at 6 p.m. Check our menu:
www.swedishculturalcenter.org.
Every Friday. Library & Genealogy.
Our Friday librarian and genealogist will guide your
genealogy research or help you find a book. 1:30 to
3:30 p.m. (See p. 6.)

Volunteers?
Our AYP typing
project is complete, but
we need individuals with
research capabilities to find
more information about
signers of the 1909 log.
We always need help
with pancake breakfasts. To help on any of
these projects, e-mail info@
swedishculturalcenter.org or
call 206-283-1090.
Friday genealogy
librarian. Alan McCool is
available Fridays, 1:30–3:30
p.m., to help you find a book
or look up your family on
our online genealogy
resources. Make an appointment at 206-283-1090, or
just drop by.
Rentals available at
Swedish Cultural Center.
1920 Dexter Ave N., Seattle.
Call 206-283-1078 or visit
www.swedishculturalcenter.
org/Venues/venues.htm. If
you’ve been a member for
at least a year, you get a
discount.
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Every Friday. Matinee.
Scandinavian films with English subtitles. $5
donation. 2 p.m. Arrive early for a sandwich or stay
later for fika.
• Jan. 8: Joulutarina (Christmas Story). Finnish.
• Jan. 15: Queen Christina with Greta Garbo.
• Jan. 22: Let the Right One In (Låt den rätte
komma in). R-rated Swedish vampire film.
• Jan. 29: Putoavia enkeleita (Falling Angels).
Finnish. Complex family drama.
Every Friday Evening. “The Vikings.”
Enjoy a “Great Courses” 30-minute lecture on the
Vikings. DVD recorded class by Kenneth Harl of
Tulane University. Runs all winter, a new lecture each
Friday. Upcoming weekly topic: Viking raids. 5:30 p.m.
Free. Discussion afterward led by Kelly Hughes.
Sunday, Jan. 3. Swedish Pancakes.
Music and dancing make it the best food and
entertainment in town. Music by First Class (a fiddle
group), Folk Voice Band, and Mäd Fiddlu. All you
can eat authentic Swedish pancakes, ham, lingonberries, and all the fixings. $8 guests, $6 SCC members,
children 5–12 $4. 8 a.m.–1:30 p.m.
Sunday, Jan. 3. Genealogy Session.
Come at 1 p.m. to learn your own genealogy, or to
help others get started! Led by real genealogists.
Free to members.
Week of Jan. 4. Swedish Language Classes.
The language classes begin again! We offer Beginners
1 & 2, Intermediate, Advanced and Conversational
Swedish. Conversational Swedish is Friday at 12
noon, and other classes are Monday, Tuesday, and
Thursday evenings. Call 206-937-0441 for more
information and to register. $70 for SCC members,
$95 non-members. (See p. 5.)

Tuesday, Jan. 5. The Auxiliary.
Do you like to sew, embroider, or do crafts—or
enjoy the company of those who do? Join us! 10 a.m.
Wednesday, Jan. 6. Book Club. Not!
Just this month, we’re not having a book club
meeting.
Wednesday, Jan. 6. Members & Friends
Dinner on First Wednesday!
Translator Laura Wideburg will speak on “Oh Damn,
the Trials of Translating Swearing in Swedish Fiction.”
Three-course meal for $18. RSVP by Tuesday, Jan. 5
to amanda@swedishculturalcenter.org or 206-2831090. Late RSVPs and walk-ins $22. Social hour 5:30,
dinner 6:30, program 7:30.
Friday, Jan. 8. Happy Hour: Jam with Ingrid.
Seattle native Ingrid Hamberg and David Rönnlund
from Sweden study together in Norway. Tonight,
they’ll put on a short concert and invite others to
jam with them. Bring your instruments!
Friday, Jan. 15. Great Pea Soup Challenge.
Gunnar Wallin vs. Gunnar Damstrom? Yellow pea
soup vs. the green stuff? $10 buys two bowls of pea
soup and the chance to vote on the winner. Can the
champion of the meatball contest also triumph in
the pea soup challenge? Drum roll, please—the
winner will receive a medal. Don’t miss it. 7 p.m.
Wednesday, Jan. 20. Kafferep.
Join our old-fashioned coffee party to enjoy homemade treats from our Swedish bakers! Free. 2 p.m.
Wednesday, Jan. 20. Swedish Film.
Låt den rätte komma in (Let the Right One In).
Swedish vampire film with English subtitles. R-rated.
$5 donation. 7:30 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 22. Scandinavian Folkdance.
We start with a free dance lesson at 7:30 p.m., then
dance from 8 to 11 p.m. to the music of Skandia
Kapell. Polkas, waltzes, hambos, and more. Neither
experience nor a partner is required. $10 guests, $8
SCC members. Instructor: Pat McMonagle. Info:
pat@folkdancing.com. At the Center.
Wednesday, Jan. 27. Finnish Film.
Putoavia enkeleita (Falling Angels). English subtitles.
Complex family drama about Helena Viita, the
daughter to two famous Finnish authors. $5
donation. 7:30 p.m.
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