Swedish Center News
July 2010

Swedish Cultural Center . Seattle . Washington

The Awards Come Pouring In
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Our Mission
To promote better understanding
between the United States and
the Nordic countries, with
emphasis on Sweden, and to
perpetuate Nordic culture
and traditions through the
teaching, observance, practice
and celebration of this culture
and its traditions.

his seems to be the season for awards and
recognitions around the Swedish Cultural
Center, and we’d be remiss if we didn’t take note. If
you know any of the following honorees, be sure
to offer them your congratulations.
SCC’s Scholarship Winners
It’s an act of faith to award scholarships for 2010–11
when we haven’t raised the money yet. (Our annual
auction pays for the scholarships, and we moved the
auction from the spring to the fall this year!) But we
are confident of being able to further the education
of these two splendid young Swedish scholars.
Margaret Berry has a double major in European studies and Swedish language (with departmental honors) and a minor in Russian. She first
became interested in Swedish at age 16, when she
spent an exchange year in Stockholm. She hopes to
explore the roles that the Nordic states, Russia, and
Eastern Europe play in international organizations
such as the European Union, as well as their
influence on each other. Her GPA is 3.96. She has
been accepted into a direct exchange program this
fall with Uppsala University, and will begin her year
of studying abroad thanks to the SCC scholarship.
Margaret told us: “I am very thankful for the
opportunity to represent the UW and the Swedish
Cultural Center while I study in Sweden next year.”
Emilia Sternberg just finished her second year
at the UW, majoring in Swedish and international
studies with a human rights focus. She was born in
Sweden and moved to Minnesota when she was 9.
She is studying Swedish because it’s important for
her to stay connected to her roots and possibly
move back to Sweden to study and work after
graduating. She loves teaching Swedish to children at
the Swedish School on Sundays at the Center. This
summer she will study sustainability and creative
writing in Ecuador with one of the UW’s Honors
exploration seminars. Her GPA is 3.87.

Top: Terje Leiran, chair of the UW Scandinavian
Studies Department, congratulates SCC
scholarship winners Margaret Berry and Emilia
Sternberg. Above: Swedes of the Year Birgit
Amundson and Bengt Hag welcome Crown
Princess Victoria to the Swedish Cultural Center.

Swedes of the Year
Weeks before our 2010 Swedes of the Year were
announced, they had another honor: namely, to open
the door of the Swedish Cultural Center for Her
Royal Highness, Crown Princess Victoria, at her visit
on May 8. The announcement came during the
Swedish National Day dinner in June, when Consul
Emeritus Jahn Hedberg unwrapped the large
framed photo of Birgit Amundson and Bengt
Hag as our Swedes of the Year. In many ways, these
two demonstrate what’s best about the Swedish
American community. Swedes, as you know, are
loyal, and Birgit and Bengt are two of the Club’s
Continued on p. 4
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President’s Notes

A

supporting our mission. We’re making sensible
improvements to our building, grounds, and
business operations, which is complex for
several reasons: The facility needs to maintain
a Swedish feel while staying suitable for rental
clients; and since it was designed for food and
beverage service, we must optimize its use,
balancing catering and bar business, member
and non-member functions, and both
Scandinavian and general audiences. We also
have to consider our nonprofit status, our
non-commercial neighborhood zoning, and
the constant upkeep of our facilities. Once
again, the Board has worked hard in
partnership with our recently retired
Executive Director R.W. Clay—and now his
interim replacement Eric Stevens—and their
staff to maintain an efficient facility and
business operation.
I want to thank Kristine, R.W., Eric, and
our dedicated staff, Kris Reitan, Amanda
Boyle, Terence Gunn, and Eric Verke, for
their hard work and cooperation, and
Swedish Cultural Center presidents, past and ultimately for helping the Board fulfill the
Center’s mission. I also want to thank each
present, met recently for dinner. From the
left: Richard Nelson, Karl Larsson (current
and every dedicated Board member who
president), Curt Jacobs, Jahn Hedberg, Bert
has served with me, and the volunteers and
Lundh, Gunnar Wallin, Brandon Benson, Don
members who have supported the Center
Wahlquist.
and me during my term as president.
In my view, however, all the positive
Cultural programs, events, and activities
change we’ve seen is just the first step toward
are vital to our mission and our membership;
even greater growth and a sustainable future.
without them we are merely a rental facility.
We have focused on improving and increasing To continue our momentum, we’re looking at
how to make the Center more financially
programs related to Swedish culture, relevant
viable in the long term. I believe this requires
to our community, and varied for our wide
us to “think bigger” regarding our business
range of audiences. In turn this has generated
a remarkable growth in the Center’s member- model and our facility’s potential to support
our mission, and to be prepared to make
ship. All this does not happen without good
some prudent but substantial investments in
vision and a great deal of hard work. It has
been possible because the Board has not only the short term.
With our outstanding location, view ,
worked hard, but had the vision, two years
and parking, our first class facility can attract
ago, to hire Cultural Director Kristine
much more rental business, and eventually
Leander. Kristine and her support staff, in
return to being a destination Scandinavian
partnership with the Board, have driven this
dining venue several days a week. Taking our
amazing growth in the cultural element of
operation to this next level will mean further
our organization.
facility improvements, on a larger scale. We’ll
We also operate a wonderful facility.
While this is not our mission, it’s essential to
Continued on p. 3
t this month’s Members & Friends Dinner,
we will elect new directors to the Board,
and at its next meeting, the Board will elect
officers for the coming year. So the next time
you read this column, it will have a different
author. My two years as president have been
challenging and rewarding. A great team of
Board and staff members have overseen a lot
of change and growth at the Swedish Cultural
Center. In keeping with our strategic plan, we
have improved our programs and facility in a
sustainable way as the Center and its leadership continue to evolve.
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Cultural Director’s Notes

M

embers of the Swedish Cultural Center are—and always have been—the reason the
club exists and will continue to exist for many more years. It’s an unchanging fact that
members make up the organization. Membership fees, however, have changed throughout the
years. From a founders’ fee of $2 to join the club on August 5, 1892, to a member’s fee of $20
in 1980, to the highest fee of all—$80 in 2000—fees have varied. When the club’s strategic
planning group began meeting in 2006, one of their first actions was to lower the dues,
because they felt that at the time, the club wasn’t offering enough to charge $80 to belong. So
in 2007, the fee went down to $45 for an individual membership and $65 for a household. But
times they are a-changing, costs are going up, and now there’s surely enough happening to
increase the membership fees. Effective September 1, membership fees will go up $10 across all
categories: Individual membership will increase from $45 to $55; household membership from
$65 to $75; non-resident from $35 to $45; and students from $15 to $25. There’s a silver lining
to this message, however. The Board has decided that anyone can renew now, regardless of
your renewal month, at the present fee level—as long as we receive your renewal before Sept.
1. Your payment will be added on to your regular renewal month, so there’s money to save,
but nothing to lose. Additionally, just to sweeten the deal, members can renew for up to two
years at the present rate, as long as we receive your renewal by Sept. 1. So, let’s say your
regular renewal month is December. If you renew this summer for one year, your next renewal
will be December 2011. If you renew for two years, it’s December 2012.
The Board is also introducing extra-special membership categories, such as a $100 level,
which includes a free pass for pancakes for two; the $250 level, with pancake passes plus a
subscription to Swedish Press; the $500 level, which adds two free tickets to a Members &
Friends Dinner or Scandinavian Salon; the $1,000 level, which includes the benefits already
listed plus admission for two to an annual cocktail party for benefactors; and the $5,000 level,
which adds the opportunity to meet any dignitaries who visit the club. Raising the fees fits the
increasingly active club you’ve helped us to become and will help us continue to provide
sustainable programs for you and for our future members.
Kristine Leander • Cultural Director, Swedish Cultural Center • kristine@swedishculturalcenter.org
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need to invest in substantial upgrades to our building’s equipment and finishes and have the
proper management to develop this business. Just as we had the vision and confidence to
empower Kristine to build our programs and membership, it’s time to take a similar leap of
faith on our business and operations side.
Second, while growing the rental business will serve the community and help support our
overhead, we must also continue to grow memberships and contributions to support our core
mission. As with other nonprofit cultural organizations, healthy levels of support from
members create a thriving organization.
To move in both of these directions, the Board is considering how the Center’s operational management will be structured in the future. After our new management team is settled
in, I encourage the next Board to continue our upward trajectory; revisit our strategic plan and
identify the steps we need to take toward financial sustainability; and move with courage
toward that end. Nothing ventured, nothing gained!
Of course I’ll still be around, and may even chime in to this newsletter again someday—if
I’m allowed! Hope to see you around the Center soon…maybe at a Friday Happy Hour!

SCC Announces
News about, or in the interest
of our members...
The Swedish Cultural Center
announces 919 member households.
New Members
Fredrik Andreasson
Rev. Maynard & Darlene Atik
Randal & Lori Barber
Dennis Beals & Karoline Morrison
Eva Bender
Stephen Bergström
Laura Burnett Smith
Vicki & Judy Burr-Chellin
Chris Caldwell, Mike & Jon
Richardson
Diane Carlson Jones
Peter & Ann Cohan
Stina Cowan
Dan Drummey
Ruth Marie Eide
Susanne Elliott
Terry T. Fisk
Malena Grundel & Anders Samuelsson
Karen Johanson
Misha Morgan
Calista Munnell
Mariana Naslund
Flyn Anders O’Brien
James Poland & LuAnn Stokke
Patricia Salt Charles
Kristen Shirts & Sven Patrick
Svensson
Keith Swanson
Richard Swanson
Robert & Dani Thibodeaux
Mary Viken
Professor Daniel & Charlotte Waugh
Volunteer Hours Donated
May 2010: 425.5
New Address?
Send your address changes or
corrections to:
Swedish Cultural Center
Attn: Address Change
1920 Dexter Ave. N.
Seattle, WA 98109
Or you can e-mail to
info@swedishculturalcenter.org.
Let us know if we left out your
information by mistake.

K arl L arsson • President, Swedish Cultural Center • klarsson@earthlink.net
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AWARDS
Continued from p. 1
most loyal volunteers. Swedes are also known to be very hard
workers, which is true of these two as well. Birgit is a weekly
volunteer in the office, offering to do anything from making coffee or
cooking dinners to scrubbing floors. She emigrated from Dalsland in
1961. Bengt is the face of the Swedish Cultural Center to our pancake
breakfast visitors, for whom he opens the door every first Sunday. In
return, visitors often to have their photo taken with him, and have
made him famous in online reviews of our breakfast. Bengt emigrated
from Siljansnäs in Dalarna in 1961, and wears his hometown folk
costume. Congratulations, Birgit and Bengt!
Top Teacher
Board member Mark Safstrom, who teaches Swedish language
classes at the Center, won the award for Teaching Assistant of the
Year for the Scandinavian Studies Department at the University of
Washington. The UW has nine graduate students teaching language
courses, and Mark was judged by a committee of faculty and last
year’s winner. The announcement wasn’t
made until June, so Mark didn’t know he
had won until he returned from a
conference in the Midwest.
Mark did his undergraduate studies at
North Park University in Chicago,
including a half-year exchange in
Jönköping, Sweden. He was majoring in
history, but has always been interested in
Swedish as well. Following his time in
Mark Safstrom is the
Sweden, Mark reported, “My hobby
UW Scandinavian
became the main thing.” He’ll complete his Studies Department’s
Teaching Assistant of
Ph.D. this winter and expects to teach at
the Year.
the college or university level. Until then,
prospective language students at the Center can also take a class from
the Teaching Assistant of the Year. New language classes start the week
of July 5; for details, visit www.swedishculturalcenter.org.

That’s the Spirit!

C

ultural Director Kristine Leander and Board President Karl
Larsson got to sit down with Bluewater founder John
Lundin to talk about his new Bluewater Organic Vodka, which will
be introduced at our Happy Hour July 23.
You speak Swedish like a native. Were you born in Sweden?
I was born in Canada, outside of Toronto. My parents are both
Swedish, and Canada was a brief stop on their early adventures. My
childhood was a lively blend of America and Sweden, and I truly
grew up with one foot in each country. As a family, we skied and
sailed, which evolved into a lifetime love for exploring.
Why do Swedes like vodka? Because of the crisp purity and
modest elegance of the spirit! Swedes have a long history of imbibing
in distilled spirits, beginning in the 1500s with the first accounts of
brännvin. Early brännvin was distilled wine with infused herbs, spices,
and berries—often prescribed for medicinal purposes—before
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becoming a national drink. The Swedish vodka culture evolved
during the 1800s as distillation techniques improved purity, and
personalities such as Lars Olsson Smith cleverly expanded vodka
through market control. Today, vodka is the iconic spirit of Sweden,
representing Swedish style, sensibilities, and quality standards. Of
course, vodka helps keep Swedes warm through the winter!
How did you happen to start Bluewater? My appreciation for
spirits, my cultural connection to vodka, my entrepreneurial desires,
and my network of resources all converged to define the Bluewater
Vodka concept. This love for spirits that I share with my wife Jessica
led me to wonder why there was such a lack of micro-distilling,
when the wine and beer industries had been completely transformed
by the local-centric and slow-food movements over the last 20
years. As my mixology skills improved, so did my curiosity to learn
more about the industry.
So, inspired by Mom’s fantastic vodka infusions using homegrown spices, herbs, and Swedish blackcurrant berries (svarta
vinbär), I set out to study the science of distilling. This led to
developing recipes and techniques for vodka, gin, rum, infusions, eau
de vie, and other fun spirits. Bluewater quickly took shape as a spirit
that needed to be connected to my own ideals for ecological
responsibility, so I decided to craft the vodka from organic grain.
Jessica’s and my love for sailing provides the perfect backdrop for
Bluewater, and communicates this natural connection.
In partnership with the SCC, we’re excited to launch Bluewater
at the July 23 Happy Hour. I can’t wait to share this wonderfully
smooth vodka with SCC members. Skål!

Board Elections

T

he annual election of new Board members will be at our
Members & Friends Dinner on July 7. At the Board meeting
following the election, the Board will elect its officers for the
coming year. The nominating committee announces three candidates
running for the position of new Board member: Judy Cooper,
Bud Saxberg, and Erik Sundholm. Because the bylaws allow
for 12 to 16 Board members, additional slots are available for
nomination. Board members must be members of the Swedish
Cultural Center. If you want to run for the Board or suggest a
nominee, please contact the chair of the nominating committee,
Brandon Benson, at 206-270-0151 or brandoncbenson@hotmail.
com. We thank these dedicated Board members who have served
this past year: Brandon Benson, Syrene Forsman, Pam
Madden, Randy Nelson, Paul Norlen, and Darcey Quinn.

We’ve Got Mail!

W

e don’t often reprint mail we receive, but two recent e-mails
seemed sure to make our members proud when they learn
what others are saying about the Center.
From an SCC member in Northbrook, Illinois, winner of the
Earth Day photo contest: “I was very surprised when one of our
Seattle daughters called us and told us about my winning the photo
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contest! Now we have shared it with the
president of the Spread Eagle Association and
others up north. Thank you for this honor!
We are looking forward to being in Seattle in
September and attending as many events at
the Cultural Center as possible. The Center
has become a vibrant, exciting place with
many interesting activities going on.” Eloise
& LeRoy Nelson, Northbrook, Illinois
From a Swedish American group in Texas
(which received a copy of our e-mail blast): “To
ALL on my Texas Swedish Pioneers Association
Contact List: Some of us wonder about how to
attract Swedish descendants to Swedish
American events, I think the folks up in Seattle
know how to do it. Yes I know that this is a
busy time of the year with different “midsommar” celebrations, but here it is in the middle of
June and the Swedish Cultural Center in Seattle,
Washington, still has some 12 events. Having
fun and being (sort of) Swedish in Seattle. You
can’t beat it. Thanks Elliott Brogren for
bringing this to our attention. Great work,
SCC.” David Borg, www.swedishamerica.com

Swedish heritage.
Born in Sweden,
Rachel moved here
in 1949 with her
husband and
daughter Ann-Marie.
She pursued art
courses in Seattle,
designed the
Swedish Club’s
newsletter masthead, Rachel Osterlof left
and created the large the Club many works
felt map of Sweden of art and years of
service to remember
for the Swedish
her by.
exhibit at Seattle’s
Century 21 World’s Fair in 1962 (the same
map that now hangs in the Center). Outside
the club, Rachel designed shoe advertisements
for Nordstrom and football programs for the
University of Washington. But Rachel was
most proud of her designs for elegant
programs for special occasions, such as the
Seattle visits of King Carl XVI Gustaf in 1976
and Princess Christina in 1988. Farväl, Rachel!

We Remember Rachel

Raffle Winners

T

C

he Swedish Cultural Center lost a faithful
friend this month when longtime member
Rachel Osterlof passed away on June 21.
Rachel wore many hats at the SCC, including
past Board member, Auxiliary Treasurer (40+
years), member of the Women’s Chorus (50
years), and graphic designer of many programs and art installations reflecting her

ongratulations to the winners of the
annual Swede Deal raffle at our National
Day celebration on June 5: Jill Forsberg,
winner of pancakes for a year; Paul and
Barbara Heneghan, winners of the iPod
nano and $100 worth of iTunes; and UW
student Marina Arthur, the grand prize
winner of two round-trip tickets, Seattle to

Donations
Thank you to these members and
friends who contributed financially
to the Center in the last two
months:
Karla Anderson
Brandon C. Benson
Clifford & Lynda Benson
Connie & Bob Blair
Anna Boreson
Diane Carlson Jones
Jack Cattin
Peggy Cooper
Axel & Gladys Drugge
Jim & Sandra Eckstein
Terry Fisk
Ruth & Robert Gunderson
in memory of Al Hendrickson
Isaac Horwith
Curtis & Shirley Jacobs
Darrin Johansson
Richard & Ingri Johnson
Helen & Kenneth Kack
Robert & Delores Karlstrom
Karl Larsson
Sara Lightle
Carmen Murray
John & Juanita Nordin
Erik and Virginia Olson
Elvi Olsson
Karen Pauley
Susan Ramstead
Robert Thibodeaux
Lorraine Wallin
Carl Westerdahl

Members & Friends

I

n early winter, members of the
Swedish Cultural Center served
lunch to clients at The Millionair
Club Charity in downtown Seattle.
Millionair Executive Director Jim
Miller, seen here on the left, will
come to our July 7 Members &
Friends Dinner to tell us about
their programs, their clients, and
how the SCC can help out again
next year. The Millionair Club was founded by Swedish immigrant Martin
Johansson in 1921 when from his office window he watched the line grow
long for a soup kitchen. Jim will tell us how times have changed—or
not—for the Millionairs. Seen here about to serve food are Karl Larsson,
Jeff Parris, Brandon Benson, and former SCC Executive Director R.W.
Clay. The cost is $18 or $22 for late RSVPS and walk-ins, for a three-course
dinner and the presentation. RSVP by July 6: 206-283-1090 or amanda@
swedishculturalcenter.org. Social hour 5:30 p.m.; dinner 6:30 p.m.

swedishculturalcenter.org

T

here will be a Swedish old-time music jam
session on Monday, July 12, at 7:15 p.m. We
will meet in a private home and focus on dance
music. All traditional acoustic instruments are
welcome. Kris Johansson will lead us. Contact
pat@folkdancing.com for address and driving
directions or deb@folkdancing.com for musical
agenda information. After this July meeting,
our next scheduled jam session will be at the
Center during Happy Hour on Friday, September
10, 2010, 6:30 to 8:30 p.m., or later if everyone is
having a good time.
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Stockholm, on Icelandair.
Thank you to everyone who
participated in the raffle, and
thank you, Icelandair, for the
tickets!

See the Sounders

D

id the World Cup wet
your whistle for
soccer? You’ll appreciate Seattle’s soccer team and our worldfamous Swedish player, Freddie Ljungberg, if you attend the game
with fellow SCC members on Sunday, July 25. The Seattle Sounders
will play the Colorado Rapids that evening at 7:30 p.m. The price
of $22 for regular seats and $18 for the no-alcohol section is very
reasonable compared with the $35 price tag on last year’s tickets.
Don’t want to battle parking near Qwest Field? Park your car for
free at the Swedish Cultural Center and hop a Number 28 bus
from across the street. Even on Sunday, it leaves approximately
every half hour and takes you to within a short 15-minute walk of
Qwest Field. After the game, return by bus or taxi. Contact the
club for tickets: amanda@swedishculturalcenter.org or 206-2831090. See you at the game!

The Vikings Are Still Coming!
he Viking video series is over until
September, but we’re still having fun
learning about Vikings. Come at 5:30 on
Fridays. July 2 through 23, we’ll discuss, in
turns, Vikings in Denmark, Sweden,
Norway, and Iceland; July 30, Viking art.
On Fridays in August, we’ll take up Viking
religion, law and business, Viking women,
and Vikings in Hollywood. Our library’s
Viking book collection has grown to more
than 70 books, so there’s plenty to choose
from, thanks in particular to an infusion of
Viking-related books from the family of
Bob Seaholm of Moline, Illinois.

T

Thanks to the
Midwest family of
Bob Seaholm, our
library received an
infusion of Vikingrelated books.

Book Club News
e’re continuing to discuss Selma Lagerlof’s Nils Holgersons
underbara resa genom Sverige (The Wonderful Adventure of
Nils). We will meet again on Wednesday, July 7, 5:30–6:30 p.m.,
when we will also plan our fall reading list. Anyone is welcome to
join us. To obtain a book, contact Randy Nelson at 206-937-0441.

W

Executive Director’s Notes: Sustaining Our Mission and Our Heritage

T

he Swedish Cultural Center has a unique heritage, dating back
to 1882 when it was founded as the Swedish Club, and
including the opening of our beautiful facility overlooking Lake
Union in 1961. Founders, benefactors, and members continue to
recognize the importance of a cultural center that practices and
celebrates Swedish and Scandinavian culture and traditions.
Today, we are seeing a resurgence of energy and participation
in the Swedish Cultural Center. Membership is up (nearly 80
percent growth in the past two years); cultural programs are
increasing; attendance at those programs is up as well; and we see
a broader spectrum of ages, from younger to older, taking part in
all of these activities.
As we continue on this upward trajectory, we are appropriately focusing attention on our business model. As a result, you
may notice us being a little less shy about discussing financial
stewardship. To begin the conversation, here are the five areas of
our business model that can contribute to financial sustainability:
1. Managing our resources wisely. This summer, for
example, we have embarked on a lighting retrofit through City
Seattle Light, using Stimulus Fund dollars to provide highefficiency light bulbs designed to save up to $3,500 per year in
utility costs.
2. Memberships. We continue to expand our memberships at
a healthy rate, and we will make modest membership rate
increases this fall.
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3. Contributions. Like other nonprofits, we must rely on
contributed support beyond basic fees and memberships. Our
annual appeal, our upcoming auction in October, multiple
levels of membership, periodic special appeals, and planned
giving are various ways we give our members and benefactors
opportunities to support our Center.
4. Food and bar service. Events such as our monthly Swedish
pancake breakfast and Friday Happy Hour are growing in
popularity and are seen as among the better deals in town. We
need to ensure that our prices remain competitive yet also
contribute positively to our budget.
5. Rentals. Our business strategy includes growing our rental
income from school, cultural, and business groups. This is
necessary to help cover the overhead of our large facility.
Periodic building improvements are in part designed to make
our Center more attractive to prospective renters. Expanding
our marketing efforts is another step that we plan to take in
the months ahead.
6. We all can share in the joy and satisfaction of ensuring the
sustainability of this unique and vibrant organization. We
welcome your ideas and your support as we move forward.
Eric Stevens
Interim Executive Director
Swedish Cultural Center
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Hemlandsnytt
News from the homeland
A column of current Swedish news topics,
taken from Swedish news media.
Compiled by Gunnar Wallin

Wedding: Crown Princess Victoria and Daniel
Westling were married in the Stockholm Storkyrkan
on June 19. The grand ceremony was attended by
more than a thousand guests, many from royal
families around the world. After the ceremony, the
couple took a horse-drawn coach through the
center streets of Stockholm, lined by people joyfully
waving at them. The cortege stopped at the Vasa
Museum, where they boarded the Royal Barge
Vasaorden, built in 1923 using Swedish oak. Eighteen
oarsmen gracefully rowed the barge around
Skeppsholmen and Kastellholmen, and then docked
in front of the Royal Castle. About 500,000 people
witnessed the entire procession. The wedding dinner
was held at the Rikssalen in the castle and attended
by 558 invited guests. A radiantly happy Crown
Princess Victoria and Prince Daniel glanced lovingly
at each other throughout the dinner. By the way, the
wedding cake was 3 meters (9.8 feet) tall!
BP: Swedish BP chief Carl-Henrik Svanberg has
ended up in the hot seat about the major oil leak in
the Gulf of Mexico. Strong criticism has been
leveled at both him and the company, and he was
summoned to the White House to meet with
President Obama. Unlike the oil flowing into the
Gulf, Svanberg had been virtually invisible and
refused to talk to the media about the spill. However following a rare appearance in Washington, he
claimed that BP would pay the “small people”
making their living in the Gulf area and cover their

losses. It was an unfortunate choice of words, but
Svanberg did seem sincere in his intention.
Record: Swedish adventurer Tony Berglund has set
a new world record for the fastest vertical run, as
he ran 100 meters down the front of a skyscraper in
Västerås in 34.76 seconds. He had to use a specially
constructed, carbon dioxide–cooled rappelling
device to prevent his rope from melting from the
heat created by the high speed. The record was
supervised by the Guinness Book of World Records’
own adjudicator from London on site in Västerås.
Oprah: For several weeks, entrepreneur Jonas
Hombert, 23, has walked around pinching his arm
off and on. “I cannot believe it’s true,” he says, and
the joy in his voice cannot be mistaken as he tells
about the mail that surprised everyone at his
company, Jaycut: Oprah Winfrey wished to start a
collaboration! Her company has asked Jaycut to
help find a new talk show host by creating video
programs of candidates. According to Hombert, his
company, consisting of seven persons including
himself, has earlier made half of its revenues from
abroad, but working with Oprah, he now expects
that the international business will grow to closer to
70 percent.
Energy boost: While community opposition
often blocks or hampers new wind power projects,
Sweden has managed to break ground for Europe’s
largest wind farm, counting more than 1,000 giant
turbines, with barely a whisper of protest. The
secret? The giant Markbygden wind farm, covering
more than 500 square kilometers, or five times the
size of Paris, is being built in a virtually uninhabited,
desolate stretch of Sweden’s great north.
Opinions expressed are not those of the
Swedish Cultural Center.

Scandinavian Salon

D

o you believe in the Big Bang? According to
engineer, physicist, and entrepreneur Dr. Johan
Masreliez, our July 15 Scandinavian Salon speaker, there
is another explanation to the cosmos that agrees with
all our observations. Dr. Masreliez holds degrees from
the Royal Institute of Technology in Stockholm and
the University of Washington. He worked for Boeing
and Honeywell before starting his own company,
AnalyticTechnology, which he sold in 1995. Since then he
has been involved with independent research on a new cosmological theory
and more recently on the origin of the inertial force. He has published more
than a dozen papers in peer-reviewed scientific journals. Enjoy a Swedish
meal prepared by Ann-Margret and a challenging talk on cosmology. $25
includes dinner and a beverage. Limited seating, so RSVP early: amanda@
swedishculturalcenter.org or 206-283-1090. Social hour 6 p.m.; dinner 7 p.m.

swedishculturalcenter.org

Members &
Friends Dinner
WEDNESDAY,
July 7, 2010
Social 5:30 p.m.
Dinner 6:30 p.m.
Cost $18
RSVP by noon July 6. Late
RSVPs and walk-ins: $22.
First course
Limpa med smör
Limpa bread and butter
Sommar “baby” grönt med
lingonvinägrett
Summer baby greens with
lingonberry vinaigrette
Second course
Fylled fläskfilé i gräddsås
med soltorkade tomater
Stuffed pork loin with
sundried tomato cream
sauce
Bräserad rödkål
Braised red cabbage
Majsbröd och vildris
“stuffing”
Cornbread and wild rice
stuffing
Dessert
Äppel krisp med
kanelgrädde
Apple crisp with cinnamon
whipped cream

Prime Time for Crime

F

or those of you who can’t get enough of Swedish
crime fiction in general or Stieg Larsson in
particular, we are delighted to tell you that the film
version of The Girl Who Played with Fire (the
second in Larsson’s Millennium trilogy of crime
novels) will play at the Harvard Exit Theatre (807 E.
Roy St. on Seattle’s Capitol Hill) from Friday, July 9,
through Thursday, July 15. Check with the theater
for show times. The following week, our regularly
scheduled Wednesday evening Swedish film at the
Center will be a documentary about Larsson and the
trilogy: Millennium, the Story, July 21 at 7:30 p.m. It’s
a one-hour film and everyone is invited.
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Coming Events at the Swedish Cultural Center
Every Friday. Swedish Kafé & Fika!
Smörgås sandwiches by Svedala Bakery, Swedish
meatballs, homemade pastries. Kafé starting 12 noon.
Ann-Margret’s food starts at 6 p.m. Weekly menu:
www.swedishculturalcenter.org.

Monday, July 12. Old Time Jam Session.
Meet in a private home for a Swedish dance music
jam at 7:15 p.m. All traditional acoustic instruments
welcome. Contact pat@folkdancing.com for address
and deb@folkdancing.com for musical agenda.

Every Friday. Library & Genealogy.
Our Friday librarian and genealogist will guide your
research or help you find a book. 1:30–3:30 p.m.

Thursday, July 15. Scandinavian Salon.
Monthly dinner & conversation with food by
Ann-Margret and a presentation by Dr. Johan
Masreliez, who will describe his independent
research on a new cosmological theory and the
origin of inertial force. $25 includes Swedish meal
and a glass of wine. Limited seating, so RSVP early:
amanda@swedishculturalcenter.org or 206-2831090. Social hour 6 p.m.; dinner 7 p.m.

Every Friday. Viking Series.
Our Viking videos are over until September, but we’ll
still be discussing Vikings every Friday at 5:30. Read
up on these topics and plan to come to discuss:
• July 2: Vikings in Denmark.
• July 9: Vikings in Sweden.
• July 16: Vikings in Norway.
• July 23: Vikings in Iceland.
• July 30: Viking art.
Every Friday. Matinee.
Scandinavian films with English subtitles. $5 donation.
2 p.m. Come early for a sandwich or stay for fika.

Volunteers?
We need volunteer help
cashiering at various special
events, including Friday
Happy Hours. We always
need help with pancake
breakfasts. To lend a
hand on any of these
projects, e-mail info@
swedishculturalcenter.org or
call 206-283-1090.
Rentals available at
Swedish Cultural Center.
1920 Dexter Ave N., Seattle.
Call 206-283-1078 or visit
www.swedishculturalcenter.
org/Venues/venues.htm. If
you’ve been a member for
at least a year, you get a
discount.
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• July 2: Swedish film: As It Is in Heaven.
• July 9: American immigration film: In America.
• July 16: Swedish film: Seraband. Follow-up to
Scenes from a Marriage.
• July 23: Documentary: Millennium, the Story
about Swedish author Stieg Larsson.
• July 30: Finnish film: Mother of Mine.

Wednesday, July 21. Kafferep.
Our monthly coffee party is always special, thanks
to Seattle’s best Swedish bakers! All are invited. We
often have live music too. Free. 2 p.m.
Wednesday, July 21.
Swedish Documentary.

Millennium, the Story looks at the remarkable
success of the Millennium trilogy of crime novels
by the late author Stieg Larsson. (Don’t miss The
Girl Who Played with Fire, the film version of the
second novel, at Seattle’s Harvard Exit Theatre July
9–15.) $5 donation. 7:30 p.m.

Friday, July 2. Scandi Singers Take Over!
Our Happy Hour will be happier than usual. All
local singing groups are invited to congregate.
Nothing formal, just singing along with friends.
Listeners are welcome too! Guests will start coming
at 5 p.m. and dinner starts around 6 p.m.

Friday, July 23. Bluewater Vodka Launch!
Come to Happy Hour to try out the smoothest
vodka you’ve ever tasted. Bluewater founder John
Lundin will pour tastes for $3 to benefit the club.
Starts at 5 p.m. Members only, plus friends who
RSVP in advance to be signed in: amanda@
swedishculturalcenter.org.

Sunday, July 4. Celebrate the Fourth!
Best view in town, reserved parking, deluxe picnic
buffet, music, and entertainment for everyone. $39
adults, $15 children. Reservation required. Contact
As You Like It Catering: 206-523-9570 or cynthia@
cateringasyoulikeit.com.

Sunday, July 25. Sounders Game Tickets!
Get your tickets through the Swedish Cultural
Center and sit with Swedes! Against the Colorado
Rapids. 7:30 p.m. Regular seats $22, no-alcohol seats
$18. Contact the club for tickets: amanda@
swedishculturalcenter.org or 206-283-1090.

Wednesday, July 7. Members & Friends.
Three-course dinner, plus presentation and a short
business meeting. Jim Miller, executive director of The
Millionair Club Charity, will tell us about their work.
$18 or $22 for late RSVPs and walk-ins. RSVP by July
6: 206-283-1090 or amanda@swedishculturalcenter.
org. Social hour 5:30 p.m.; dinner 6:30 p.m.

Sunday, Aug. 1. Swedish Pancakes.
We usually bring back the pancake breakfast in
September. This year, we decided we can’t wait that
long. Music and dancing make it the best food and
entertainment in town. Live music and authentic
Swedish pancakes, ham, lingonberries. $8 guests, $6
SCC members, children 5–12 $4. 8 a.m. until 1:30 p.m.
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