Swedish Center News
May 2010

Swedish Cultural Center . Seattle . Washington

Spring Cleaning—and Then Some

Our Mission
To promote better understanding
between the United States and
the Nordic countries, with
emphasis on Sweden, and to
perpetuate Nordic culture
and traditions through the
Clockwise from top left: Matt
Wirkkala of Finlandia Foundation,
Barbara Karlholm, and Laurie Arst
load the new shelves in the club’s
library. Joe Wall rests for a moment
on a sunny afternoon of weeding the
Center’s flower beds. Fragrant violas
will bring a bit of blue and yellow to
our beds, thanks to Eva Long Jepson.
Nine new flags now hang in front of
the Center: two Swedish flags and
one each from Denmark, Finland,
Iceland, Norway, the United States,
Åland, and the Sami nation.

teaching, observance, practice
and celebration of this culture
and its traditions.

A

report on recent building improvements at the
Swedish Cultural Center could just as well be
titled “Makeover, Swedish Style” or “Many Hands
Make Light Work” or even “Watch Your Money at
Work.” In preparation for the Center to host Edays
Special Edition as part of Sweden Week, the Board
embraced an ambitious plan to spruce up the Center.
It was overdue, in the opinion of most of our
members, but you know how easy it is to procrastinate until you learn that company is coming! Then the
mop, broom, and dustpan come out, and projects that
had been waiting till someday become urgent today.
Many members caught the cleanup fever along
with the Board, and have spent more hours than
anyone can count on the changes we hope will
make our beautiful home shine during Sweden
Week. (Of course, we encourage everyone to

maintain them long after the week is over.) These
changes include:
• New plants in the flower beds, organized by Eva
Long Jepson, who not only planned and
planted new landscaping, but also picked
hundreds of cigarette butts and pulled hundreds
of weeds from the gardens
• Pressure washing by Dave Lovell
• Side-yard weeding by Joe Wall
• Reshelving of books in the library’s new shelves
by Laurie Arst, Barbara Karlholm, Alan
McCool, and Matt Wirkkala
• New elevator bulletin board organized by Harry
Beasley and Susan Ramstead
• New flags partially donated by Lena Powers
• A new display by Lori Ann Reinhall
Continued on p. 4
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President’s Notes

I

flight to Mexico or a destination of his choice,
n all of the busyness of getting ready for
and many members came to the party
Sweden Week, which is coming the first
bearing cards and gifts. Safe travels, R.W., and
week of May, it’s appropriate to honor our
hardworking staff. Fortunately, the community remember to come back and see us!
On May 15, Seattle’s Nordic commuis also bestowing honors on them.
nity will honor our
In April we
cultural director,
honored Robert W.
Kristine Leander, as
Clay—or R.W., as we
she receives the Ethnic
know him—upon his
Heritage Council’s
retirement after 17
Pulakis Memorial
years of dedicated
Award, which is given
service to the Swedish
annually to an
Club and Cultural
individual who has
Center. R.W. began as
contributed signifithe Swedish Club’s
cantly to a Northwest
catering manager, and R.W. Clay and Karl Larsson with the
President’s
Award
from
the
Queen
Anne
ethnic community.
became general
manager of the club in Chamber of Commerce, presented to the Again, a fitting award!
Swedish Cultural Center for R.W.’s efforts
The public is invited to
1996 and our executive on behalf of local businesses.
the dinner on May 15,
director in 1999.
where Kristine will receive the award. For
During that time, he guided the club through
more information, visit
its transition to a 501(c)(3) nonprofit
organization and subsequent name change. At www.ethnicheritagecouncil.org/dinner.html
a luncheon on April 22, the Queen Anne
or call 206-443-1410. I’m proud to be the
Chamber of Commerce gave its President’s
president of a great club with outstanding
Award to the Swedish Cultural Center for all
staff and wonderful members.
of R.W.’s initiatives that have benefited the
Queen Anne community.
K arl L arsson
It was fitting for the Chamber to honor
President, Swedish Cultural Center
R.W. and the club. He has worked many long
klarsson@earthlink.net
shifts and unusual hours during his tenure at
the Center. He has also worn many hats, from P.S. If you haven’t had an opportunity to get
bartender to rental manager, auction expert
acquainted with our interim executive
to floor finisher, and bookkeeper to pancake
director, Eric Stevens, I hope you’ll meet him
fryer. He oversaw the growth of the monthly soon. Eric will help us maintain the Board’s
pancake breakfasts into a Seattle institution.
strategic plan and our vision as a gathering
He has been committed to the stability and
place for Swedes, other Scandinavians, and
growth of the club, and we thank him for his
their friends.
trustworthy management
during earlier uncertain
times and in recent growing
times as well. The Board
was pleased to provide R.W.
with a generous retirement
gift earlier last month. At his
retirement party the Board
also gave him a travel
voucher for a round-trip
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Cultural Director’s Notes

SCC Announces

T

he only constant, they say, is change, and boy, do we know what change is here at the
Swedish Cultural Center! A report on any activity here these days is bound to include
details on something new: the new facelift to the facilities; a new interim executive director; a
new facilities and maintenance man (Terence Gun) to replace our faithful Rudy Garcia while he
spends three months in Mexico; new Viking books donated from a newsletter reader in
Moline, Illinois; new landscaping; new room signage; new members; and so on.
The constant I find in the midst of all this change is the unbelievable spirit, generosity, and
loyalty of our members and our Board. The risk to every list of acknowledgements is leaving
someone out, so I won’t try to name anyone here in this column, with one exception. SCC member
JoAnne Rudo completely surprised me (and fooled me in the process to get details from me)
with her nomination of me for the Ethnic Heritage Council’s Pulakis award. Thank you, JoAnne! I’m
humbled and grateful to be part of the Northwest’s wonderful Scandinavian community.
Kristine Leander
Cultural Director, Swedish Cultural Center
kristine@swedishculturalcenter.org
P.S. One other new thing—we’re including a club decal for
your car in this issue. If you need additional decals for the
vehicles in your family, you can purchase them for $1 each at
future meetings or by contacting the Center.

Host a Student
from Sweden
A high school student in
Stockholm, Ellinor Israelsson, is
hoping for an American host
family in Seattle. You can read
more about Elinor and the
global youth exchange agency
that is sponsoring her at
www.ayusa.org.

Get in the groove with Göteborg group
Get ready for a treat! Johansson och
det starka bandet is a Swedish band
from Göteborg coming to Seattle for
their second U.S. tour. The band has
released three albums, with music from
rock’n’roll to pure folk. Their latest
album, Amerikat, is a rock opera with
songs about the young emigrant Gustav
Johansson from Sweden. Last year the
band had a successful tour from Chicago
to Minneapolis, which inspired them to
contact the Swedish Cultural Center to
ask whether they might come to Seattle
and play for us. As you know, the SCC is
about saying yes, and band leader Martin
Johansson quickly put together a tour
of other venues in Astoria, Bellingham,
and Conway. They will perform SwedishAmerican emigrant songs, some of their
own material, some really old songs, and
some beautiful Swedish-American hymns We didn’t have to ask Swedish musician Martin
as well. Members on the tour are Martin
Johansson to play at the Swedish Cultural Center. He
Johansson 37, guitar, banjo, flutes, and
asked us. Don’t miss Martin and his band, all the way
from Sweden, at our May 14 Happy Hour.
harmonica, founder and leader of the
band; Peter Ehlebrink, 38, guitar and slide;
Jörgen Sundström, 39, drums, banjo, and guitar; and Claes Johansson 36, bassist
with a rock’n’roll background. A new SCC member, Karen Choyce, has offered her
place as their home base. Karen has even scored some tickets to the Experience
Music Project, promising a great time for these fantastic Swedish musicians. Their
SCC concert will be Friday, May 14, at 7 p.m. Admission is $10 for members and $13
for non-members. Everything is performed with great energy and artistic attitude.
Mark your calendars—this is one show all generations will enjoy!

swedishculturalcenter.org

News about, or in the interest
of our members...
The Swedish Cultural Center
announces 905 member households.
New Members
Abraham Allen
Erik Ames
Aleksandra Anderberg-Westrum,
Thomas and Maggie Westrum
Niclas, Danell and Anders Arvberger
Ethan, Kelly and Ezra Bradford
Sarah Enders
Else, Paul, and Kelly Farris
Julia Finn
Jan Johnson and Duane Flaten
Joanne Foster
Asako Fujisaku
Sandy Garvin
Any Gwynne
Dan and Irene Hunter
John Jacobson
Kenny and Monica Johansson
Esther Joneson
Marianne and Richard Letts
Mary Lindholm
Jennifer Lund and Ken Higgins
Mary McCann and Joe Wall
Dagmar O’Brien
Barbara and Richard Sacksteder
Jon Telleen
Michael Zachary
Volunteer Hours Donated
March 2010: 361.5
New Address?
Send your address changes or
corrections to:
Swedish Cultural Center
Attn: Address Change
1920 Dexter Ave. N.
Seattle, WA 98109
Or you can e-mail to
info@swedishculturalcenter.org.
Let us know if we left out your
information by mistake.
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SPRING CLEANING
Continued from p. 1
• Repair of outside benches and electrical system by Don Meyers
• Carpentry and repair work by the Center’s carpenter, Mark
Wahlquist
• Painting the outside doors on both levels and portions of the
building’s exterior, overseen by Karl Larsson
• Reframing of art work by the Décor committee
• New library and elevator carpeting, room signage and bookshelves as well as renovations to the third floor art gallery,
planned by the Building Committee
• A thorough deep cleaning overseen by Interim Executive Director
Eric Stevens. (Please forgive us if we’ve omitted your name.)
A big thank you to everyone who helped us get ready for our
visitors from around the world during Sweden Week. But hours and
sweat were not the only costs. Many of these changes used funds
that had been donated in the past for specific projects, such as the
bookshelves, and also resources we will raise in the future. If you
would like to donate as a way of showing your appreciation for the
beautifying work you will notice the next time you come to the
Center, we’ll surely say tack så mycket!

Honor among Swedes
Leander recognized for service to Nordic community
by JoA nne

O

Rudo

ur cultural director takes the prize. No, really, she does. Seattle’s
Ethnic Heritage Council, which is dedicated to preserving the
unique mix of cultural traditions that enrich communities in the
Northwest, has announced that
Kristine Leander has won its
Pulakis Memorial Award. The
Pulakis Award is given annually to
an individual who has contributed
significantly to a Northwest
ethnic community. In the two
years that Kristine has been the
cultural director for the Swedish
Cultural Director Kristine Leander
Cultural Center, due to her
attended the Icelandic Club’s
creativity, leadership, and hard
annual Þorrablót (Thorrablot—late
work, the club has seen over a 40 winter feast) held in March at the
Center. The featured speaker was
percent growth in membership.
Icelandic-born astronaut Bjarni
Leander also serves on the Nordic Tryggvasson. In 1997, Bjarni and his
Canadian colleagues circled the
Heritage Museum Board of
earth 189 times in a 12-day mission.
Directors and is a well-respected He now lives in Ontario, Canada,
leader in the Nordic community.
and is president of QDAC Systems.
Photo: Bjorn Bergvinsson.
She formed a nonprofit group,
Leif Erikson International
Foundation, to promote and honor the spirit of men, women, and
families who have immigrated to unknown lands. She spearheaded the
efforts to give replicas of Seattle’s Leif Erikson statue to Trondheim,
Norway, and Brattahlid, Greenland. She was instrumental in getting
Seattle’s statue at Shilshole Bay refurbished, and she is presently
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working on fundraising for a statue in Newfoundland. Kristine
produced and edited the book Family Sagas: Stories of Scandinavian
Immigrants and recently wrote Norwegian Seattle for Arcadia
Publishing’s Images of America series.
Ms. Leander formed the Nordic Council—a collaboration of all
the Nordic organizations in our area. It is difficult to list all of the
Nordic organizations that Ms. Leander supports through her
generosity of time and spirit. She is a key leader in the Nordic
community and continues to contribute significantly on a daily basis.
Kristine exemplifies hard work, social democracy, environmental
sustainability, and an activist spirit in her commitment to human
rights. If you want to learn more about Kristine’s many contributions to our community, you’re invited to attend the Ethnic Heritage
Council’s 30th Anniversary Dinner on Saturday, May 15, 2010,
starting at 7 p.m. at the Nordic Heritage Museum, 3014 NW 67th.
Reservations are $50; call 206-443-1410 for more information.
Members & Friends: Church Changes
ne hundred years ago, most of Seattle’s
Swedish immigrants attended Gethsemane Lutheran Church. It was a newcomers’
club, the community’s social center, and a
place to worship in God’s own language:
Swedish. Times have changed, and fortunately,
this church is keeping up—and moving into
the future with a vengeance. Since early
times, Gethsemane has been the caretaker of
strangers and the marginalized. While the impetus has not changed,
the problems facing the urban community today are vastly different
than what our grandparents faced. Come to the Members & Friends
Dinner meeting on Tuesday, May 11, to hear from Pastor Maynard
Atik about Gethsemane’s visionary plans for a new building by
Olson Kundig Architects and a new version of urban ministry: “Not
Your Grandparents’ Gethsemane.” Reservations required by Monday,
May 10: amanda@swedishculturalcenter.org or 206-283-1090.

O

Roundtrip Raffle and Roadster Rally
hat a Swede deal! It’s
time for our annual
raffle, and this year’s grand
prize will be two roundtrip
tickets on Icelandair from
Seattle to Stockholm. (And
our Icelandic friends promise
us that the Eyjafjallajökull
volcano will let up for the
Do you have a pre-1974 Saab or Volvo?
winner!) Second prize will Enter your car in the SCC’s annual Swedish
car show on Saturday, June 5. There’s no
be an iPod nano and a
entrance fee. Enjoy the open bar and café
coupon for $100 worth of during the afternoon show, with genuine
iTunes, and third prize will Swedish food and hospitality. For more
information or to register, contact Dick
be pancakes for two for a
Libby at 206-365-5742 or volvodick@
year at our first-Sunday
comcast.net.

W
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pancake breakfast. The cost for one ticket is a $5
donation and a book of five tickets is $20. (Think of
how lucky you’ll be if you buy $100 worth of
tickets!) Tickets were already mailed out, but if you
didn’t receive them or you need more, contact the
Center’s business office at 206-283-1090 or info@
swedishculturalcenter.org.
The winners will be drawn at our Swedish
National Day Dinner Celebration on Saturday, June 5.
In Stockholm on June 6, King Carl XVI Gustaf and
Queen Silvia mark Swedish National Day at the
open-air museum, Skansen, where they raise the flag
and celebrate with Sweden’s citizens. Our members
will celebrate one day early with:
• A Swedish car show in the afternoon showcasing
classic Saabs and Volvos
• Swedish food in the bar in the afternoon
featuring a special Volvo-inspired wine
• A 5 p.m. program with singing by the Swedish
Women’s Chorus and Swedish School students, as
well as dancing by Nordiska Folkdancers
• Announcement of the Swede of the Year
• A delicious dinner prepared by Anita EinarsenVinberg (niece of the chef at Sweden’s royal
castle) and Ann-Margret Lightle
• And the raffle winners will be drawn by a
representative of Icelandair!
You don’t have to be present to win, but we
hope you buy some lucky raffle tickets and join the
fun. Watch your newsletter for details and instructions on how to RSVP for the evening’s dinner and
entertainment.
Scandinavian Salon
e’re starting a new monthly dinner on the third
Thursday of every month. You’ll hear a speaker
from the community while you eat Chef Ann-Margret’s great food. On Thursday, May 20, we’ll start
with architect and UW
Assistant Professor Peter
Cohan, whose topic is
“Mörka Skogen (The
Dark Woods): The
Influence of Nature in
Modern Scandinavian
Scandinavian architecture
Architecture.” Admission combines modernism with
respect for nature and the
of $25 includes dinner
landscape. Professor
and a glass of wine. RSVP Cohan’s lecture will focus
on several buildings that
by May 18: 206-283represent unique Scandina1090 or amanda@
vian architecture. Shown
swedishculturalcenter.org. here: Göteborg City Hall.

W
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Where the Past Meets the Pastry
ould a group of Scandinavians gather to tell
their stories and not have delicious food too?
An unintended result of the Nordic Heritage
Museum’s oral history project, Nordic American
Voices, is that darn good pastries also show up (like
Lise Orville’s Toscakaka—see the recipe at right). To
date, project volunteers have interviewed 50
individuals through the Swedish Cultural Center, the
Sons of Norway in Auburn, and the Northwest
Danish Foundation. Future interviews are planned
for Norse Home in Ballard, the Snoqualmie Valley
Historical Society and possibly the FinnishAmerican Folk Festival in Naselle.
The project continues to seek out individuals
with memories of World War II in the Nordic
countries, but is also focused on collecting the
family histories of second- and third-generation
Nordic-Americans. Volunteers say they find it
rewarding to listen to the stories of everyday people
who lived through extraordinary times and often
had extraordinary experiences. For more information about Nordic American Voices, contact Janet
Rauscher at the Museum at 206-789-5707 ext. 35
or janetr@nordicmuseum.org.

W

Book Club News
he SCC Book Club is reading Tove Jansson’s The
Summer Book in English and Swedish. We’ll meet
to discuss it on Tuesday, May 11, at 5:30 p.m. This
marvelously uplifting read tells the story of 6-yearold Sophia and her grandmother as they spend the
summer on a tiny unspoiled island in the Gulf of
Finland. The grandmother is unsentimental and wise,
if a little cranky; Sophia is impetuous and volatile, but
tends to her grandmother with the care of a new
parent. For copies of the book, e-mail Randy Nelson
at rnelson900@gmail.com or call 206-937-0441.

T

Mother’s Day Brunch at the SCC
ring your mom, bring somebody
else’s mom, or just come with your
friends. Help yourself to the buffet and
enjoy the million-dollar view. We offer
easy access and abundant free parking.
The table will feature an omelet bar,
Swedish waffles, cedar planked salmon, baked glazed
ham, lots of tasty salads, and more. The bar will be
open. Take your choice of our two seatings: 11a.m.
or 1 p.m. on May 9, 2010. The cost is $29.95 per
person and reservations are required. Call 206-5239570 or e-mail cynthia@cateringasyoulikeit.com.

B

Toscakaka
From Swedish Baking at Its Best by
Marianne Grønwall van der Tuuk,
1960.

2 eggs
1 cup sugar
1 tsp vanilla
1 cup + 1 Tbsp flour
1½ tsp baking powder
¼ tsp salt
¼ cup cream
½ cup butter, melted
Beat eggs, sugar, and vanilla
together until light and fluffy.
Sift flour with baking
powder and salt. Stir in flour
mixture alternately with
cream, till well blended. Add
melted butter and blend till
smooth. Butter a 9-inch pie
plate and sprinkle with fine,
dry bread crumbs. Spoon
batter into pan. Bake in a
slow oven (325° F) for 30
minutes (or longer) until the
middle of the cake is firm.
Remove cake from oven.
Spread top very gently with
Almond Sugar Topping (see
below). Turn up heat to 375°
F, return cake to oven and
bake 5–10 minutes longer
until topping is light brown
and bubbly. (Watch it
carefully!) Serve warm in
wedges.
Almond Sugar
Topping
2/3 cup slivered almonds
¼ cup butter
3 Tbsp sugar
2 tsp cream
1 Tbsp flour
Combine almonds with
remaining ingredients in a
small saucepan. Heat, stirring,
until the mixture begins to
bubble. Remove from heat
and stir briskly a few times.
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Elegy for Elie
erhaps the first thing you noticed about
loyal pancake breakfast attendee Elie
Glaamen is that she was accompanied by a
very tall young man, SCC member Martin
Borve. Maybe the second thing was her
twinkling smile. If you had time to become
acquainted, you would have learned that Elie
was 102, and until her “too-soon” death
several weeks ago, in very good health.
Stories abound about Elie. How she got down
on the floor on her 100th birthday and
extended her legs over her head until they
touched the floor behind her. How at 101,
very late one night, she practically had to
We wish Elie a fond
sneak back into Norse Home as she’d been to farewell. Photo: Martin
Borve.
the casino, winning at blackjack and threecard poker. How in the last days of her life,
when the nurse asked if she was finished on the commode, Elie
responded, “No, I’m Norwegian.” The Swedish Cultural Center has
lost a good friend, but her life reminds us to live fully and with good
humor. Tak for alt, Elie!

P

Join SCC for Soccer at the Stadium
es, we have Sounders tickets for the 7:30 p.m. game on Sunday, July
25! We will announce the price when we have complete details on a
package—which we hope will include a pre-function near the stadium
and possible round-trip bus transportation from the Center. We are also

Y

nearly certain that members
will have an exclusive
opportunity to meet Freddie
Ljungberg and watch him
practice some weekday prior
to the game, probably in June.
Join other SCC members to watch
We have nearly 200 tickets for Freddie Ljungberg and the Sounders.
July 25, so you needn’t worry
that we’ll run out—but if you want to be on the list to make sure you
get tickets, contact the Center and we’ll put you on the reservation list:
amanda@swedishculturalcenter.org or 206-283-1090.
Notice of Board Elections
ue to the transition to a new Interim Executive Director
following the retirement of Executive Director R.W. Clay, the
Board will delay electing new members until the July 7 Members &
Friends meeting. This decision will allow present Board members to
oversee the changes for an additional month. The nominating
committee will announce the candidates for the election in the
June newsletter. As the bylaws allow a sliding number of board
members (12 to 16), there are additional slots available for nomination. If you have candidates to suggest, you are invited to contact
the nominating
Baker Kajsa Soderlund
committee chair,
with her bakery
business, A Touch of
Brandon Benson, at
Sweden, will have baked
206-270-0151 or
goods available for sale
brandoncbenson@
at the May 2 pancake
breakfast.
hotmail.com.

D

Executive Director’s Notes

V

arma hälsningar till alla! I am thoroughly delighted to be
working at the Swedish Cultural Center as your new interim
executive director since R.W. Clay’s retirement. I had a wonderful
two weeks apprenticing with R.W., who was so gracious and
helpful. I am grateful for his support, tutelage, and friendship. SCC
has been blessed by his 17 years of leadership and stewardship.
To introduce myself, I grew up in New York, spent some time
in my 20s in Washington state, and then lived for 30 years in
Minnesota before returning to the Seattle area three years ago. I
am married, have a grown daughter and a delightful grandson, and
live on Bainbridge Island. Professionally, I spent 25-plus years
running nonprofit organizations with wonderful missions, and
over the past five years, I’ve consulted with more than 40
nonprofits in both Minnesota and Seattle.
The Swedish Cultural Center is a unique and special place. In
just my first three weeks, I have been struck by the enthusiasm,
spirit, and warmth of staff, Board, volunteers, members, and
guests. There is great pride and celebration of Swedish and
Scandinavian culture and, at the same time, a warm embrace for
everyone who walks through these doors. For example, I’m
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impressed with the great diversity of organizations who rent
space at the Center for meetings and cultural events. Our facility
is a unique community asset, and we have great opportunity to
expand that aspect of our work, engage more community groups,
and bring more income into the Center.
And the food and drink! Friday Happy Hour is truly … well …
a festive occasion. Ann-Margret’s outstanding lunch and dinner
menu, the unparalleled view overlooking Lake Union and downtown Seattle, and the energetic buzz of club members and guests
make Friday nights at the Swedish Cultural Center the happening
place in town.
It is an exciting time here with the membership growing by
leaps and bounds (35 new members in March alone). In the weeks
and months ahead, I hope to meet many of our members, roll up
my sleeves, and help the SCC Board map out a strategic plan for
the club’s future. I look forward to the work and to getting to
know you. Please stop by in my office and say hello.
Eric Stevens
Interim Executive Director, Swedish Cultural Center
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Hemlandsnytt
News from the homeland
A column of current Swedish news topics,
taken from Swedish news media.
Compiled by Gunnar Wallin

Marriage: The Royal Court has released the
following news about the upcoming wedding
between Crown Princess Victoria and Daniel
Westling. The couple will be married on Saturday,
June 19, at 3:30 p.m. in the Storkyrkan (the Great
Church) in Stockholm. Following the ceremony
they will enter a procession and take a trip aboard
the royal barge Vasaorden before hosting a wedding
dinner at the Royal Castle.
Rave: Bonanza Education AB of Sweden expanded
its proven financial literacy programs into the
United States market in late 2009 with the formation of Bonanza Education USA. The introduction of
Swedish financial literacy concepts to the United
States has been very successful, which is evidenced
by the positive feedback from the companies and
participants in the recent programs. For 20 years,
Bonanza Education has been helping employees of
corporations and private companies around the
world to better understand business finance.
Bombs away: The U.S. Air Force has received the
Swedish government’s permission to practice aerial
bombing at the Vidsel base in Norrbotten for two
weeks in August. Some 20 F-16 aircraft and about
250 USAF personnel will participate in the exercises.
Economy: Sweden’s center-right government
forecast a slightly weaker economic growth this

year as it unveiled its last budget bill before
September’s general elections. The coalition government said it saw gross domestic product expanding
2.5 percent this year, compared to a January forecast
of 3.0 percent. But it was more upbeat for 2011,
seeing expansion of 3.9 percent rather the 3.6
percent growth previously forecast.
Increase: In 11 years the number of Swedes is
expected to reach 10 million, according to the latest
population projections from Statistics Sweden
(SCB). Last year the population increased by
84,000, and this figure is expected to be about the
same this year. Due to high immigration and birth
rates and underlying trends, the population is
projected to increase by 600,000 people over the
next 10 years, according to SCB.
Find: Twenty-five years ago, Per Olsson found an
object made of lead in the backyard of his home in
Lomma as he was digging in his garden. The object,
which looked like a coin, was put away and
forgotten. But last year the son of the house,
Magnus Olsson, now 33 and a historian, took the
lead object out of storage. He brought it to the Coin
Cabinet in Stockholm, and an enthusiastic discovery
showed it to be a papal seal from the 1100s. The
find is unique and very exciting, and shows that
Lomma and other parts of Skåne had contact with
central Europe during that time. The seal, which is
decorated with pictures of the saints Peter and Paul,
along with an inscription by Pope Eugenius III, was
probably destined for the Archbishop of Lund.
Opinions expressed are not those of the
Swedish Cultural Center.

Film Night: Pojken i trädet (The Boy in the Tree)

A

tragic rebellious-teen drama with a mankind-vs.-nature framework, The Boy
in the Tree (1961) was written and directed by well-known nature filmmaker
Arne Sucksdorff and is set in rural Västergötland. Seattle-born jazz composer
Quincy Jones, best known as a record producer for Michael Jackson and others,
makes his cinematic debut with this film’s soundtrack. The Swedish Cultural
Center will screen The Boy in the Tree on Wednesday, May 19, at 7:30 p.m.
Also shown that night will be the short feature Children of the Heavenly
Father: The Story of Lina Sandell. This film is about Sweden’s most cherished
hymn writer, Lina Sandell Berg. She started composing songs and poems as a
young woman and eventually wrote more than 650 hymns. Her two most
famous hymns in America are “Children of the Heavenly Father” (Tryggare
kan ingen vara) and “Day by Day” (Blott en dag).
All films are DVDs with English subtitles. Refreshments will be served.
Donations of $5 suggested. For more information, contact Randy Nelson,
206-937-0441, rnelson900@gmail.com.

swedishculturalcenter.org

Members &
Friends Dinner
TUESDAY,
May 11, 2010
(date change due to
Sweden Week)
Social 5:30 p.m.
Dinner 6:30 p.m.
Cost $18
RSVP by noon May 10.
Late RSVPs and walk-ins:
$22.
First course
Limpa med smör
Limpa bread and butter
Räksallad i dilldressing
Bay shrimp salad tossed in
dill dressing
Second course
Örtkryddad lax
Herb crusted salmon
Sauterade grönsaker
Sautéed vegetables
Potatismos med rostad
vitlök och örter
Roasted garlic and herb
mashed potatoes
Dessert
Brödpudding med rom sås
Bread pudding with
rum sauce

MIGHTY MATINEE
TEAM—Volunteers
Dave and Katie
Knien show the
matinee films every
Friday at 2 p.m.
Titles vary from
films about
Scandinavia to
films from
Scandinavia, with
an emphasis on
Sweden. We even
sneak in an
occasional film on
topics of interest to
our members, such as an upcoming film about a modernday Irish emigrant family. Everyone is welcome at our
Friday matinees—we invite you to donate $5 per film—and
we particularly appreciate help obtaining DVDs for future
showings. If you have interest in our showing a particular
film or access to one that you can loan to us, call Cultural
Director Kristine Leander.
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Coming Events at the Swedish Cultural Center
Every Friday. Swedish Kafé & Fika!
Smörgås sandwiches by Svedala Bakery, Swedish
meatballs, homemade pastries. Kafé starting 12 noon.
Ann-Margret’s food starts at 6 p.m. Weekly menu:
www.swedishculturalcenter.org.
Every Friday. Library & Genealogy.
Our Friday librarian and genealogist will guide your
research or help you find a book. 1:30–3:30 p.m.
Every Friday. Matinee.
Scandinavian films with English subtitles. $5 donation.
2 p.m. Come early for a sandwich or stay for fika.
• May 7: American film: In America. Modern-day
immigration story.
• May 14: Norwegian film: O’Horton. Comic drama.
• May 21: Swedish film: Pojken i trädet (The Boy in
the Tree) and Children of the Heavenly Father.
• May 28: Finnish film: Elää ja palaa (You Live and Burn).
Every Friday Evening. “The Vikings.”
“Great Courses” 30-minute DVD lecture by Kenneth
Harl, Tulane. New talk each Friday. 5:30 p.m. Free.

Volunteers?
We need volunteer help
cashiering at various special
events, including Friday
Happy Hours. We always
need help with pancake
breakfasts. To lend a
hand on any of these
projects, e-mail info@
swedishculturalcenter.org or
call 206-283-1090.
Rentals available at
Swedish Cultural Center.
1920 Dexter Ave N., Seattle.
Call 206-283-1078 or visit
www.swedishculturalcenter.
org/Venues/venues.htm. If
you’ve been a member for
at least a year, you get a
discount.

8

Saturday, May 1. Sweden Week Event:
Swedish New Cuisine.
SCC guest chef Malin Jonsson teaches Swedish food
tradition and current Swedish dishes to guests at the
Nordic Heritage Museum. We’ll taste and get
recipes. $30–35. 9 a.m.–1 p.m. 3014 NW 67th.
Sunday, May 2. Swedish Pancakes.
Music and dancing make it the best food and entertainment in town. Music by Richard Svensson & Bjarne
Jacobsen, Skandia Kapelle, and Lilla Spelmanslag. Swedish
pancakes, ham, lingonberries, and fixings. $8 guests, $6
SCC members, $4 children 5–12. 8 a.m.–1:30 p.m.
Sunday, May 2. Sweden Week Event:
The Klubb House Is Open!
The SCC will be open for guests and the public. Enjoy
face painting, music, and dancing on two floors, and a
free Bergman film with Liv Ullmann. The lounge will
be open, with Swedish food and drinks. 2–5 p.m.
Monday, May 3. Sweden Week Event:
Genline (Genealogy) Demonstration!
Genline staff from Stockholm will demonstrate how
to find your family’s records in Sweden. 4–6 p.m.
Tuesday, May 4. Sweden Week Event:
Swedish Folkdance Music Jam Session.
Featuring waltzes! Hosted in a home in the north

end. 7:15–9:15 p.m. Free. For address, contact deb@
folkdancing.com or call 206-283-1090.
Friday, May 7. Sweden Week Event:
Happy Hour Entertainment.
Jazz by Swedish flutist Elsa Nilsson at around 7 p.m.
Sunday, May 9. Mother’s Day Brunch.
Join us for Mother’s Day Brunch. What could be a
better way to treat Mom? Or for that matter,
yourself? Omelet bar, Swedish waffles, cedar planked
salmon, baked glazed ham, salads, and more. Open
bar. Two seatings: 11 a.m. or 1 p.m. $29.95. Reservations required. RSVP to As You Like It Catering:
cynthia@cateringasyoulikeit.com or 206-523-9570.
Tuesday, May 11. Book Club.
We’re reading Tove Jansson’s Summer Book in
English and Swedish. 5:30 p.m. If you need a book,
contact rnelson900@gmail.com or 206-937-0441.
Tuesday, May 11.
Members & Friends Dinner.
Program: “Not Your Grandparents’ Gethsemane.”
We’ll learn about the new vision for one of Seattle’s
oldest Swedish churches. Dinner: $18 for threecourse salmon dinner. RSVP by May 10: 206-2831090 or amanda@swedishculturalcenter.org.
Monday, May 17. Syttendemai Parade.
Join the SCC’s pancake-flipping drill team for the
Norwegian parade. Call the Center to learn how to
join or e-mail localarsson@hotmail.com.
Wednesday, May 19. Kafferep.
Our monthly coffee party is always special, thanks to
Seattle’s best Swedish bakers! All are invited. Free. 2 p.m.
Wednesday, May 19. Swedish Film.
Pojken i trädet (The Boy in the Tree), a tragic drama,
and Children of the Heavenly Father, about hymn
writer Lina Sandell. $5 donation. 7:30 p.m.
Thursday, May 20. Scandinavian Salon.
New monthly lecture series, with dinner by AnnMargret. UW professor Peter Cohan will discuss
Scandinavian architecture. $25 includes the meal and
a glass of wine. Limit 40 guests. RSVP by May 18:
206-283-1090 or amanda@swedishculturalcenter.org.
Wednesday, May 26. Finnish Film.
Elää ja palaa (You Live and Burn), a documentary
view of growing up as part of the Roma minority in
modern-day Finland. $5 donation. 7:30 p.m.
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