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Jane Pays It Forward!

P
Our Mission
To promote better understanding
between the United States and
the Nordic countries, with
emphasis on Sweden, and to
perpetuate Nordic culture
and traditions through the
teaching, observance, practice
and celebration of this culture
and its traditions.

robably the largest gift in the history of the
Jane’s husband, James Lea, as vice president; and
Swedish Cultural Center has been made by Jane former SCC Treasurer Don Wahlquist as
Isakson Lea, who has created a private foundasecretary/treasurer. Together these unpaid
tion to support the club now and for generations to
directors will be diligent in carrying out Jane’s
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Executive Director’s Notes

H

ow do you pick the people who have
been the most instrumental to the
regrowth of the Swedish Cultural Center?
From my vantage point, the list is very long.
Those who plan and manage the monthly
pancake breakfasts and have done so for
years? Bob Blair, Brandon Benson, Karl
Larsson, and their crews? Couldn’t do it
without all of them! What about the Happy
Hour organizing diva, Sara (Lightle) Lowe?
She’s THE ONE behind all the Friday evening
fun, and Friday fun is vital to our success! The
growth of the club owes an enormous debt to
Ann-Margret Lightle and Malin Jonsson, who make delicious Swedish food that
brings ’em in. Absolutely integral to our
growth! And speaking of Happy Hour, what
about our faithful volunteer who checks
people in every Friday, Jolene Aldridge?
Now there’s a lesson in loyalty!
The office volunteers, Birgit Amundson, Alana Brandstrom, Berit Lehner,
Jon Halgren, Niki Riley, Karen Riston,
and Jan Sullivan? With our staff reduction

that began last year, we could not have
managed without them! And our Swedish
language instructors, Laura Wideburg,
Jennifer Hawkins, and Berit Lehner,
whose classes have doubled in size in recent
years? Hats off to them!
Then there’s volunteer Allison Bishop,
who can always be depended on to say yes.
And we can’t forget charismatic Kelly
Hughes, who gave rock star status to a
university professor lecturing on Viking
history. Kelly’s leadership brought out
groupies who still gather every Friday evening
to do what—watch a recorded lecture? The
auction chairs and volunteers work nearly
half a year to put on the annual fundraising
auction. And our Facebook manager, Tess
McMillan, keeps our social media going!
Our great cooks donate skills and food for
our monthly Kafferep coffee hour and our
annual bazaar’s Bite of Sweden. What about the
car guys, Dick Libby and Gary Ramstad,
who plan such a fun Swedish Car Show every
Continued on p. 3
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As much as we appreciated the nice people at Pacific Continental Bank, the club lost
no time in paying off the loan it has held for the past year—thanks to a gift from The
Jane Isakson Lea Foundation.
Shortly after the foundation was up and running, it donated the amount of the
outstanding balance to the club and the payoff was official! Coincidentally, the bank’s
president for the greater Seattle market, Bob Harding, was in the building at the time,
so he joined in the brief celebration of the news from the Swedish Cultural Center.
Here we see Bob Harding; Kenneth Yokoyama, senior vice president of the Commercial
Banking Team; and Debra Holland, relationship banking officer (also an SCC member)
with SCC Executive Director Kristine Leander and Debbie Smith, SCC financial manager.
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Executive Director’s Notes
Continued from p. 2
June that even The Seattle Times wants to know what’s going on?
The Bolangs and other donors who gave the funds for new library
shelving and, drum roll please, soon-to-arrive new library tables?
Our genealogist, Alan McCool, who generously gives his skills
every Friday afternoon to anyone who wants his help? Amazing!
How can I forget Laurie Arst, who worked so hard on our
library last year, and her replacement, UW student Stephen Swanson? The new Lifetime Members you’ll read about elsewhere in the
newsletter? Board members who meet into the wee hours to
shepherd the club? The record-breaking 20 percent of you who
donated between Sept. 1 and now? The growing number of you who
tucked something extra into your membership renewal just to help out?
The list is long indeed, and I’m privileged to work with you
every day. But while it’s next to impossible to pick one or two

who have been most instrumental in our resurgence, stand by
while I do just that.
Even before Jane Lea created The Jane Isakson Lea Foundation, her financial gifts got us going and have kept us going. And
now with an incredible gift to the SCC, Jane has ensured the club’s
financial stability far into the future. Jane, I believe, is the one person
who has been most instrumental in the club’s revival, and her
present gift takes us forward with confidence. Please join us at the
Members & Friends Dinner on Feb. 1 for a celebration to say thanks
to Jane and Jim Lea for Jane’s unbelievable gift to our wonderful
community—a community that all of you have helped to build.
Kristine Leander
Executive Director, Swedish Cultural Center
kristine@swedishculturalcenter.org

President’s Notes

H

appy New Year to you, your family, and your friends. I have been
the Swedish Cultural Center President for a few months now, but
this is my first column and I would like to introduce myself. Originally
a transplant from upstate New York, I moved to Seattle about five
years ago. I was introduced to the Swedish Cultural Center soon after
moving by way of the Sunday Pancake breakfast. I was in awe of the
community involvement and quickly became interested in learning
more about the organization and what it had to offer. It wasn’t long
before I was attending the Friday night activities, signing up for my
first Swedish language class, dancing at ABBA night, and making new
friends. I am now honored to be elected the 57th President of one the
oldest social organizations in Seattle. I look forward to collaborating
with the Board, members, and staff on leading the 119-year-old
Swedish Cultural Center into the future.
The initial goals I plan to focus on during of my tenure as
President include:
• Achieving fiscal balance
• Increasing percentage of members donating
• Improving communication between the Board and the members
Throughout its history the Swedish Cultural Center has had an
up-and-down financial picture. In 2012 the Board will be monitoring
the budget monthly to ensure that a balanced budget is maintained
throughout the year. At the January Board meeting, an operating
budget for 2012 was approved. This year’s budget again has donations as a part of ensuring a balanced budget. The 20-plus percent
participation rate of the "We Are the Swedish Club" campaign is the
best giving rate the Swedish Cultural Center has ever experienced
and one many other nonprofit organizations wish they could
achieve. I also want to personally thank Jane Isakson Lea and her
new foundation for its very generous contribution, which I plan to
address more fully in a future column. A more comprehensive
fundraising strategy will be implemented with members’ assistance
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in 2012. Donations from members account for more than 30 percent
of the Swedish Cultural Center’s operating budget. Any amount you
donate assists the Swedish Cultural Center with providing programs
to the community. Please consider spreading your giving throughout
the year. For details on how to donate, contact Kristine at kristine@
swedishculturalcenter.org or 206-283-1090. Currently, the Swedish
Cultural Center receives most of its income from dues and donations at the beginning and end of the calendar year. Spreading
donations over the year will help make it easier to meet expenses.
For months the Board has received requests from members asking
for more involvement and communication from the Board on Swedish
Cultural Center business. The Board has been listening and contemplating the best forum to fulfill these requests. It was determined that one
forum would be a modified Members & Friends Dinner that will be
tried out in March. The time after dinner will be dedicated to a status of
the organization followed by a question-and-answer session with Board
members. Details of the agenda are still being prepared. In addition, the
Board has been making an effort to be more visible and available to the
members. Board members can be identified by name tags similar to
those now worn by the staff. I encourage members to speak to Board
members and share their thoughts about any and all topics.
The Board is excited for 2012 and is looking forward to
continuing the success of the Swedish Cultural Center. As a member,
your involvement and donations are key to keeping this organization
successful. A way you can become more involved is to participate
on one of the many committees (fundraising, finance, social, auction
and more) and the Board itself. If you are interested, please contact
Kristine or any Board member for details.
I personally hope you had a wonderful holiday season and wish
you a prosperous and healthy 2012!

Carl Westerdahl
President, Swedish Cultural Center
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SCC Announces
News about, or in the interest
of our members...
The Swedish Cultural Center announces 1,036 member households.
New Members
Gary & Jean Anderson
Kris Beason
Richard & Leona Bergstrom
Jens Brombach
Louise & Jon Brueske
Jon & Terri Bylander
Carl Johan Calleman & Elaine
Faustman
Janis Chapman
Marisa D‘Angeli & Tom Brogan
Suwannee Dasri
Christopher Dunkle
Tim & Charlene Forslund
Todd Fultz
Andreas Gardeback
Anneli & Emil Gustafsson
Peter & Maxine Henning
Eric and Dana Horst
Christine Nyberg Huffstetter

Members & Friends Dinner Meeting

I

f you’ve never joined us for a Members & Friends Dinner, we hope this is the year you’ll start
making a habit of it. After all, Members & Friends is four events in one: 1) a delicious meal; 2)
social time with other SCC members; 3) an informative and entertaining program; and 4) the
opportunity to vote on important club business.
Dinner is on the first Wednesday of the month, and we must receive your reservation by
the Tuesday before. RSVP to rsvp@swedishculturalcenter.org or 206-283-1090. Admission is
$20; Late RSVPs and walk-ins are $23. Social hour 5:30, dinner 6:30. Here is what’s on tap for
future dinners:
Feb. 1: Predators of the North
February is just the right month to learn more
about animals in the north. The local team of Eli
Gurarie and Kristin Laidre will present their
fascinating work on wolves in Finland and polar
bears in Greenland. Kristin L. Laidre, Ph.D., is a
research scientist at the Polar Science Center,
Applied Physics Lab at the University of Washington, and is partially supported by the Greenland
Institute of Natural Resources in Nuuk, Greenland.
She has been studying narwhals and polar bears in
Greenland with Danish, Norwegian, and Swedish
colleagues for many years. Her partner, Eliezer
(Eli) Gurarie, Ph.D., is a quantitative ecologist
interested in various aspects of movement,
abundance, survival, and behavior of animals,
including wolf research in Finland. The program
will feature anecdotes and slide photographs from
their Scandinavian field work.
We’ll also take time to honor Jane Isakson Lea
and celebrate her foundation’s major gift to the SCC.
Mar. 7: Board Q&A
Start your evening with a viewing of “Mostly Sweden” original artwork in our lobby. Then
hear a presentation on the current status of the club, followed by an “Ask the Board” program.
Bring your questions for the Board or e-mail them to board@swedishculturalcenter.org—a
new address we’ve set up to facilitate communication
between the Board and SCC members.

Tomas Isdal & Deidre Lockman
Lisa & Björn Jansson, Anna, John,
Karl, Nils
Rey Karlsson & Lilith Hou
Tashana Kolanowski & Michael
Repka, Elythe & Edison
Carole Mercer
Anna & Jon Mihkels
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Is it easy being green? We’ll
find out from City Council
President Richard Conlin.

Apr. 4: Being Greenest
At the Greenest Cities Conference in Växjö, Sweden, last
September, Seattle was named the greenest city in North
America. City Council President Richard Conlin spoke at
the conference, describing Seattle’s best practices, key
policies, and community engagement efforts toward the
city’s goal of carbon neutrality. He’s coming to our April 4
Members & Friends Dinner to tell us about the conference
and why Seattle was selected. Richard was first elected to
the Seattle City Council in November 1997, and has been
reelected three times, including twice as Council president.
It’s no wonder that Richard was the right person to
speak at the Greenest Cities conference. Prior to being

winter 2012

Jennie and Charles Mildes
Julie Anderson Miller
Renea Nielsen
Karen Nies
Anne & Thomas Ottersburg

I

n 2011, we picked a theme for the year,
“Seattle in the ’60s,” and focused on it for
our annual auction and other events. It
honored our building’s golden anniversary
and gave us all sorts of opportunities for
our display cases, events, etc. We’re doing
the same this year, and we’ve picked
“Swedes Go Abroad” for our focus.
Why this? Well, on the whole, Swedes
are frequent travelers. The average Swede
takes six weeks of vacation every year, but
it may also be the dark and cold winter that
turns travel into a lifestyle in Sweden. In
past decades, Swedes traveled to Mallorca
and the Canary Islands, while today’s
travel-savvy Swedes like to visit Turkey,
Thailand, and even South Africa. And, hey,
didn’t the King and Queen abandon Sweden
this New Year’s for Thailand? You’ll hear
more about “Swedes Go Abroad” throughout 2012, and because Turkey is the number
one destination for Swedes who go abroad,

we’re starting there for our Members &
Friends Dinner menus.
Feb. 1: Turkey
Turkish walnut soup
Savory yogurt and walnut soup with
fresh orange
Chicken Tava
Chicken coated with tomato paste and
roasted with vegetables
Baklava
Layers of phyllo dough filled with
honey, walnuts, and pistachios
Mar. 7: Spain
Spinach salad with chorizo
Spanish pork with white wine sauce
Flan
Apr. 4: South Africa
Rainbow butternut soup
Bobotie
Curried beef with almonds and raisins
Milk tart

elected to the Council, Richard was director of the Community and Environment Division at
Metrocenter YMCA from 1985 to 1996. He led the Seattle YMCA Earth Service Corps,
supporting youth development through environmental education and action, and the Master
Home Environmentalist program, training volunteers to create safer and healthier indoor
environments. Richard co-founded Sustainable Seattle in 1991. His current priority is to make
Seattle more sustainable, a city that values and practices environmental stewardship, economic
opportunity, social justice, and community. We look forward to hearing what he has to say
about his stay in Sweden and Seattle’s successes as a very green city.

Board Elections April 4

T

he Swedish Cultural Center’s annual meeting will be Wednesday, April 4. At that time, we’ll
hold elections will be held for unfilled positions on the Board, as well as for current
members whose terms have expired but who are open to returning for another three-year
term. Members of the nominating committee are Terry Anderson, chair; Brandon
Benson; Michael Edlund; Karl Larsson; Berit Lehner; and Laura Wideburg. They
are actively seeking additional recommendations for SCC Board candidates and volunteers to
participate in various committees, such as the financial committee. They particularly invite
anyone with financial experience to consider the possibility of filling the role of the treasurer
Continued on p. 6

swedishculturalcenter.org

Joan Peterson
Dimitri Pletz
Swan & Donna Seaberg
Erik Schoenleber
Janet Shull
Caitlin Swanson
Jarrod Turpin
Thomas Utterback & Alex Camacho,
Ysabel Utterback
Ken Wälkky & Julia Hecht
Janet Wilson
Eric Young
Anna Zettergren
Deaths
Richard Peterson

New Address?
Send your address changes or
corrections to:
Swedish Cultural Center
Attn: Address Change
1920 Dexter Ave. N.
Seattle, WA 98109
Or you can e-mail to

info@swedishculturalcenter.org.
Let us know if we left out your
information by mistake.
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Board Elections
Continued from p. 5
of the Board. According to the bylaws, Board members can be added
by the currently serving Board at any time. The following three
individuals will immediately join the 10 current members. Since the
Board consists of 12 to 18 members, up to five members may be
added in April. To contact the nominating committee, e-mail Terry
Anderson at castleroad1@hotmail.com or call her at 425-836-4049.
Paul Heneghan is a former Board member and vice president of the SCC. He has retired from an active career as an engineer
for Lockheed Martin Aero and Naval Systems, and together with his
wife Barbara has moved closer to the club, so he looks forward to
supporting membership growth at the club and the finance committee. Paul currently volunteers for the club as the cashier at the
monthly pancake breakfasts.
Kelly Hughes volunteered as the moderator for the club’s
Viking series in 2010–2011 and was co-chair of the annual auction

in 2011. His professional career is with online businesses, and he
has also served as writer and editor for Seattle’s Icelandic Club.
Kelly has taken on the leadership of the club’s Antiques and Great
Finds sale in 2012. Kelly aspires to develop and support programs
that would earn significant income for the SCC while maintaining
cultural integrity.
Robin O‘Leary is a self-employed swimming coach and also
works for City of Seattle Parks and Recreation. Robin is a frequent
volunteer at SCC, including pancake breakfasts, chairing our 2010
auction, and Lucia events. Robin hopes to expand the activities on
every floor of the SCC, including classes for all ages.
The Board of Directors thanks these individuals who resigned
from the Board during the year due to reasons that ranged from
health issues to moving, etc.: Jahn Hedberg, Bud Saxberg,
Don Wahlquist, and Peter Wigren. Thank you, faithful
friends of the club!

Who’s Got the Button?

every month, except July and August. Our 2012 schedule is as follows:
West Seattle Senior Center: Jan. 9, Mar. 12, May 14, Sept. 10,
Oct. 8, Dec. 10
Swedish Cultural Center: Feb. 13, Apr. 9, June 11, Nov. 12
Society members will also participate in the Day of the Accordion at Crossroads Mall in Bellevue on Saturday, Feb. 25, as well as
the Leavenworth International Accordion Celebration, June 14–17. For more
information, contact Birgit
Ages at 206-368-9720 or
birgitages@comcast.net, or
Bonnie Birch at 206-6224786 or bonniebirch@
msn.com.

W

hich one is right? We thought
our wonderful “We are the
Swedish club” buttons were a
crowning achievement—but it
turns out they were a royal
mistake! Imagine our surprise and
chagrin to learn that when displayed
in Sweden, the three crowns are always
two up and one down (or in a straight
line), but never one up and two down.
Please, not a word of this to the
Crown Princess! Out of respect for
our budget, we won’t reprint the
buttons. But we will create a special
“corrected” one for the Super
Swede who pointed out the error to
us. Will you be at the next Members &
Friends Dinner, Gunnar, to receive it?

Squeeze Those Keys at the SCC

Banking on Business
Banking on Community
Banking on Your Terms

By Bonnie Birch

T

he Northwest Accordion Society (NAS) has held a monthly
gathering of accordion players and fans for over 20 years. First
hosted by Seattle’s great accordionist Ken Olendorf (1931–2011), these
meetings continue under the leadership of Jim Tobler and Bonnie Birch
with assistance from members. We’re pleased to announce that we’ll
be holding some of our socials at the West Seattle Senior Center, 4217
SW Oregon St., Seattle, and some at the Swedish Cultural Center,
where we’ll use the Three Crowns dining room with its beautiful view
of Lake Union and a small dance floor. Our socials are open to anyone
who wants to come and listen (and dance, maybe?). NAS is a nonprofit organization. We charge $5 at the door for guests 18 and older.
Meetings are from 7:30 to 9:30 p.m. on the second Monday of
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Pacific Continental Bank
proudly supports the
Swedish Cultural Center.

SEATTLE / BELLEVUE / TACOMA

206 -6 76 -8880

ThErighTBAnk.COM
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Lifetime Members

A

few months ago, the Board decided that it was time to invite members
who wished to become Lifetime Members to join in that capacity.
There were openings for seven Lifetime Members, and five have joined so
far. The cost is $2,000 for an individual and $2,500 for a couple. A Lifetime
Membership is a way to support the club and also to never have to worry
about the cost of membership going up!
Paul Heneghan and his
wife Barbara are longtime
members of the club. Paul was a
Board member and vice president
some years ago, so the club was
delighted when he and Barbara
moved to South Lake Union and
Paul could become active again. As
mentioned on p. 6, Paul has newly
rejoined our Board. His professsional career was as an engineer,
and Barbara was an educator.
Judy and Loren Womack
were the first members to say yes
to the chance to become Lifetime
Members. Both have been active in
the club as pancake volunteers, and
Judy sings with the Swedish
Women’s Chorus. Their professional
careers are in transportation and
education. As the photo shows, they
took a South Pacific cruise in 2011.
Brandon Benson has joined
as a Lifetime Member. Many
remember that Brandon was the
president of the club when our
revival first took hold in 2006. His
steady leadership guided the
strategic planning by the Board for
several years. Since then, Brandon
has become a volunteer at Nordic
Heritage Museum, while continuing
to be a faithful supporter to the
Swedish club. Brandon was selected
by the club as its Swede of the Year
in 2011. His professional career is as
an engineer at Boeing.
In our next issue, we’ll tell you
about three other new Lifetime
Members: John Morgan,
Vivi-Anne Lindback, and Eckhard Schipull.

swedishculturalcenter.org

Ladies Who Lunch

W

hat woman gets to wear her
furs (or her mother’s furs) often
enough? In Sweden, furs are
always in style, so we’re bucking the local
fad and wearing our furs to our annual
Hat Luncheon on Saturday, Feb. 18. Of
course that makes it our annual Hat and
Fur Luncheon! Four local milliners will
show and sell their latest styles: Annie
deVuono (www.devuonohats.com), Jean
Hicks (www.jeanhicks.com), Mikele Keiffer
(tuzziemuzzie.com), and Izzie Lewis
(izzielewis.com). Be sure to visit their Web
sites ahead of time so that you’re ready
to make a purchase! Or, just wait for the
fashion show to make a decision. AnnMargret will make us a delicious lunch
and the bar will be open. The cost is $25
and we must have your RSVP by Thursday,
Feb. 16: rsvp@swedishculturalcenter.org or
206-283-1090. Several women are bringing
extra furs for those who want to wear
one just for the day. Feel free to loan
or borrow furs from the rack. Dahling,
everyone will be there.
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Mostly Sweden

A

n exhibit of paintings and prints by Frank and
Jennifer Swant will be on display in the Center
from March 7 through April 1. The artists’ connection to Sweden stems from their time as students
in Stockholm, Frank in the 1960s and Jennifer in
the ’70s. They return often to visit Stockholm and
other cities, and to enjoy the music and dance
festivals held during the summer in Dalarna.
Memories of their travels in Sweden are the
source for many of the paintings and prints. For
others, Seattle neighborhoods and objects found in
the home or garden serve as subject matter.
Jennifer presents a selection of linocut prints and a
monotype. Her prints are based on simple, bold
shapes that are filled with patterns to indicate the
grain of wood, the features of a bird, elements of a landscape, or details of a still life.
Frank paints in transparent washes that overlap to form blended colors of shapes representing a town or group of buildings. Other
paintings of the natural landscape rely on separate brushstrokes for the complex variety of foliage and texture found in nature.
We’ll see their works for the first time at an opening reception just prior to the Members & Friends Dinner on March 7. They’ll hang in
the Center until the Pancake Breakfast on April 1. All paintings and prints will be for sale. Welcome to the art by Frank and Jennifer Swant!

Farewell, Dick Peterson

T

he club lost one of
our longtime, loyal
pancake breakfast
volunteers with the
passing of Richard
(Dick) Peterson. All
four of Dick’s grandparents emigrated from
Småland, Sweden, and
Dick was born in
Minneapolis in 1924. He
served in the U.S. Navy
during World War II
from 1943 to 1946, and
graduated from the
University of Minnesota
with a degree in mechanical engineering. Dick
married his high school
sweetheart, Marian Peterson (yes, that was her maiden name), and
they moved to Seattle in 1950. Dick began a 34-year stint working at
Boeing and, of course, they joined the Swedish Club. He enjoyed making
coffee at the pancake breakfasts and was sad when he was no longer
able to help. But he was at the breakfast on Dec. 4 and relished the
pancakes as always. He passed away early on the morning of Dec. 22.
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Nordic American Voices

T

he Nordic Heritage Museum announces the Nordic
American Voices Oral History Project, a multi-year
effort to collect and share the life histories of Nordic
immigrants and their descendants in the Pacific
Northwest. The scope of Nordic American Voices will
reach beyond Ballard, capturing the life stories of
individuals throughout the region, from Swedish
farmers in Skagit County to Swedish mining communities in the foothills east of Seattle. Another special
focus of the project will be to interview individuals
who can share their memories of the Nordic countries
during World War II. These stories will be featured in a
range of projects, including the new documentary
Under the Clouds of War: Growing Up in Denmark and
Norway, available as a DVD.
Those interested in participating in this exciting
project may contact Adult Education Coordinator
Linda Lingle at lindal@nordicmuseum.org or call
206-789-5707, ext. 21. We hope some of our SCC
members will ensure that their stories are included by
calling the Museum and offering to be interviewed.
Additionally, the Center will offer space for interviews
in order to support this worthwhile project.
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You’re invited to join or renew your membership!
Name ________________________________________________________________________
Day phone _____________________________ Evening phone __________________________
Street address __________________________________________________________________
City _________________________________________ State _____ZIP __________________
E-mail _______________________________________________________________________
Today’s date______________________

______ New membership (or)_______ renewal?

Annual membership categories (Choose one—see “Membership details” below.)
$55 Individual
$25 Student*
$35 Viking (29 and younger)*
$45 Non-resident*

$75 Household*
Names for additional household cards:
Spouse/Partner
Others

$25 Invitational Membership Gift*
Recipient
$2,000 Lifetime (Individual)
$2,500 Lifetime (Couple)
2-Year Membership ($5 off second year): $105 Individual; $145 Household; $85 Non-resident;
$45 Student (circle one)

Premium memberships
$100 Contributing
$250 Supporting
$500 Patron

$1,000 Benefactor
$5,000 Three Crowns Circle
$10,000 Business

Payment information

$ _____ Membership payment
$ _____ Additional contribution to support Swedish cultural activities (The Swedish Cultural Center is a
501(c)(3) nonprofit organization, and your dues and gifts are tax deductible.) Thank you!
$ _____ Total check enclosed
Visa/MasterCard: Credit card # __________________________________________Exp ______ / _____
Applicant’s signature for credit card: _______________________________________________________

Optional information

Place of employment ________________________________Work phone_________________________
I am interested in volunteer opportunities, please contact me. Board committee ___ Pancake breakfasts ___
Event planning ___ Men’s/Women’s chorus ___
My/our heritage is Scandinavian—indicate which country(ies) ___________________________________

*Membership details

The goal of the Swedish Cultural Center is to support, promote, and celebrate Swedish culture. Members
should have an interest in Swedish and/or Scandinavian culture but need not be of Swedish ancestry.
• Student members are younger than 21, or are enrolled as full-time students in an accredited institution of
higher education.
• Viking members are 29 or younger.
• Household membership includes two adults in a household (living at a single address) and all children
under the age of 21 who live at home.
• Non-resident members live more than 50 miles from the Center.
• Use a 6-month Invitational Membership Gift to introduce a friend to the club. Includes 2 pancake
breakfasts and a free drink in our bar.
• Unless you have selected a two-year or lifetime membership, your payment is for one year and you will
be automatically re-billed each year.
Please return the form, completed and signed, with payment to: Swedish Cultural Center, 1920 Dexter
Ave. N., Seattle, WA 98109.
•

206-283-1090 • info@swedishculturalcenter.org • www.swedishculturalcenter.org

Coming Events at the Swedish Cultural Center
Volunteers?
We always need volunteers
for our pancake breakfasts: set up, flip pancakes,
pour coffee, bus tables, etc.
Whatever your skills, we’ll
find a place for you!
Our library needs
volunteers to record data
about donated books. If
you read Swedish, it’s a
help, but not required.
What about Kubb at
the club? It’s a great way
for all generations to come
together. We just need
someone to organize a
tournament. Is it you?
Finally, here’s a simple
way to help the club: by
RSVP’ing early for dinners
and other events. So many
of you RSVP at the last
moment, and meanwhile,
we’ve had to guess if you’re
coming. Sometimes we
guess too optimistically
about how many will show,
and we have to pay for
those meals. Tell us early
that you’re coming and
you’ll help us save
money—which is just as
good as volunteering!
For more information,
or to lend a hand on
volunteer projects, e-mail
info@swedishculturalcenter.
org or call 206-283-1090.

Friday, Jan. 27.
Scandinavian Folkdance and Polka Lesson.

Rentals available at
Swedish Cultural Center.
1920 Dexter Ave N., Seattle.
Call 206-283-1078 or visit
www.swedishculturalcenter.
org/Venues/venues.htm. If
you’ve been a member for
at least a year, you get a 20
percent discount.

Monday, Feb. 13. Accordion Evening.
Join the Northwest Accordion Society for their
monthly accordion social at the Swedish club.
Visitors welcome! Come to listen and/or dance: $5.
7:30–9:30 p.m. Also Apr. 9, June 11, and Nov. 12.
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Learn to dance the polka. Taught by Pat McMonagle at 7:30 p.m., followed by dancing to live
Scandinavian music by Skandia Spelmanslag,
8–10:30 p.m. Lesson: $5 members, $7 guests.
Dance: $8 members, $10 guests. For more information, contact pat@folkdancing.com.
Wednesday, Feb. 1.
Members & Friends Dinner.
Naturalist photographs of Greenland and Finland by
a local researcher couple. RSVP by Tuesday, Jan. 31.
$20. Late RSVPs and walk-ins $23. RSVP to rsvp@
swedishculturalcenter.org or 206-283-1090. Social
hour 5:30, dinner 6:30.
Friday, Feb. 3. Tim Kennedy at Happy Hour.
Jazz musician we’ve enjoyed in the past comes to
Happy Hour to entertain you from 6:30 to 8:30
p.m. Eat a delicious Swedish dinner and relax with
his repertoire of great jazz.
Sunday, Feb. 5. Swedish Pancakes.
Music and dancing, plus authentic Swedish pancakes, lingonberries, ham, and all the right fixin’s. $9
guests, $7 SCC members, $5 children 5–12. 8 a.m.
until 1:30 p.m.
Tuesday, Feb. 7. Ladies Auxiliary.
Support the club and enjoy company of other
women. Every first Tuesday of the month at 10 a.m.
Also Mar. 6, Apr. 3, etc. (except summer months).
Friday, Feb. 10. Book Launch.
SCC Board member, Swedish language instructor,
and award-winning book translator Laura Wideburg
launches Night Rounds, book 4 in the Inspector
Huss series by Helen Tursten. Secret Garden Book
Store will be here to sell copies, and you can get
Laura’s autograph. She’ll tell us the ups and downs
of translating the book. 7 p.m.

Wednesday, Feb. 15. Swedish Film.
Flickan (The Girl). Swedish film from 2009. English
subtitles. 7:30 p.m. Donation $5.

Wednesday, Feb. 15. Kafferep.
Monthly Swedish-style coffee party with homemade goodies from our best baking members. 2 p.m.
Everyone is welcome. Also Mar. 21, Apr. 18. Free.
Saturday, Feb. 18. Hat and Fur Luncheon.
Sponsored by the Ladies Auxiliary of the club. It’s a
chance to wear your hats and/or furs. Four local
milliners will join us to show and sell their latest hat
creations. 12 noon. Cost: $25.
Sunday, Feb. 19.
Swedish Car Cruise-In to Issaquah.
Car show open to all Swedish cars—and everyone
is welcome to come view them! 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at
the XXX Root Beer Drive-In, 98 NE Gilman Blvd.,
Issaquah. For more information about this sixth
annual car event put on by the Puget Sound Volvo
Sports America club, contact Gary at famslfp@
hotmail.com or 206-365-6913, www.psvsa.org.
Wednesday, Feb. 22. Finnish Film.
The Finnish Phenomenon is a documentary on
what makes the Finnish model so exceptional.
Panel discussion will follow. 7:30 p.m. $5. Repeats
Friday, Feb. 24.
Friday, Feb. 24.
Scandinavian Folkdance
and Waltz Lesson.
Learn how to dance the waltz. Taught by Pat
McMonagle at 7:30 p.m., followed by dancing to
live Scandinavian music by Seattle’s Skandia
Spelmanslag from 8 to 10:30 p.m. Lesson: $5
members, $7 guests. Dance: $8 members, $10
guests. For more information, contact pat@
folkdancing.com.
Sunday, Mar. 4. Swedish Pancakes.
Real Swedish pancakes plus live music for dancing
make this the most delicious Sunday fun in Seattle!
Lingonberries, ham, and all the right fixin’s. Members $7, non-members $9, children ages 5 to 12 $5.
8 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.
Wednesday, Mar. 7.
Members & Friends Dinner.
Start with a viewing of “Mostly Sweden” artwork in
our lobby. Our program will be a “State of the
SCC” presentation, followed by an “Ask the Board”
session. Bring your questions for the Board or
e-mail them to board@swedishculturalcenter.org.
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RSVP by Tuesday, Mar. 6, to rsvp@swedishculturalcenter.org or
206-283-1090. $20; late RSVPs and walk-ins $23. Social hour 5:30,
dinner 6:30.
Friday, Mar. 9. Happy Hour with Jazz.
Trevor Rasmussen joins us to provide his versatile style of jazz from
6:30 to 8:30. Swedish food and jazz music go beautifully together!
Sunday, Mar. 18. Påskris och Semlor.
Join us to make Easter decorations of a påskris (feathers and twigs)
bouquet for your home. Enjoy homemade semlor (the most
delicious buns ever!). Bring colored feathers if you have them. $5
suggested donation. Kaffe, varmt choklad, and semlor. 1–3 p.m.
Please RSVP to 206-283-1090 or rsvp@swedishculturalcenter.org.
Wednesday, Mar. 21. Swedish Film.
Miss Kicki. Swedish film from 2009 with English subtitles. 7:30 p.m.
Donation $5.
Friday, Mar. 23. Våffeldagen at Friday Kafé.
When Vårfrudagen (Feast of the Annunciation) rolls around, Swedes
enjoy waffles. (If you don’t know why, come to Friday Kafé to learn
about the tradition!) We’ll be making waffles for you on this day
from 12 noon to 2 p.m.
Wednesday, Mar. 28. Finnish Film.
Under the North Star (Täälä pohjan tähden alla). This three-hour film
limns the conflict between rural poor and landed gentry in the early
20th century. 7:30 p.m. $5. Repeats Friday, Feb. 24.
Saturday & Sunday, Mar. 31 & Apr. 1.
Antiques & Great Finds Sale.
Got stuff? Do you like antiques and undiscovered treasures? You
can be a buyer or a seller (or both!) at our Great Finds sale.
Contact kristine@swedishculturalcenter.org for information on
becoming a vendor.
Sunday, Apr. 1. Swedish Pancakes.
Real Swedish pancakes plus live music for dancing make this the
most delicious Sunday fun in Seattle! Lingonberries, ham, and all the
right fixin’s. Members $7, non-members $9, children ages 5 to 12 $5.
8 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.
Wednesday, Apr. 4. Members & Friends Dinner.
Annual meeting of the Swedish Cultural Center, including election of
new board members. Seattle Councilmember Richard Conlin will
report on the Greenest Cities Conference in Växjö, Sweden. RSVP by
Tuesday, Apr. 3, to rsvp@swedishculturalcenter.org or 206-283-1090.
$20; late RSVPs and walk-ins $23. Social hour 5:30, dinner 6:30.
Friday, Apr. 13 (tentative). Pea Soup Challenge.
This year, the women of the club are taking on two-time winner
Gunnar Wallin to find out who makes the best Swedish pea soup. What
will Gunnar do to keep his title? Come and vote for the best pea soup!

swedishculturalcenter.org

Friday, May (date TBD).
Dancing with Swedish Stars.
Help determine which of our members and friends are the best
dancers, while raising funds for the club! Stay tuned for exact date
(and perhaps for your invitation to become a contestant!).
Wednesday, June 6.
Members & Friends Dinner.
A singing group from Finland, Jepokryddona, will provide the
entertainment. Co-sponsored by the Swedish Finn Historical
Association. RSVP by Tuesday, June 5, to rsvp@swedishculturalcenter.org or 206-283-1090. $20; late RSVPs and walk-ins $23. Social
hour 5:30, dinner 6:30.
Every Friday. Matinee.
Films with English subtitles. $5 donation. 2 p.m. Come early for
lunch in our Kafé. We are working to bring in more modern films.
Check www.swedishculturalcenter.org or call the office to learn the
titles for the month.
Every Friday.
Swedish Kafé & Happy Hour!

Smörgås sandwiches, Swedish meatballs and homemade pastries. Kafé
starts 12 noon. Evening food by Chefs Ann-Margret and Malin starts
at 6 p.m. Check the menu: www.swedishculturalcenter.org.
Every Friday.
Library & Genealogy.
Our Friday librarian and genealogist, Alan McCool, will guide your
genealogy search or help you find a book. 1:30 to 3:30 p.m.
Every Friday.
Viking Series.
Our Viking DVD series is shown at 5:30 p.m. in the library. Start
anywhere in the series. Free.
Every Friday.
Mad Men.
Our building is from the ’60s, so we’re showing the TV series
“Mad Men” in the library. We started the third season in late
November. 7:30.
Save the Date
Saturday, June 9. Our annual Swedish National Day celebration
with car show during the day and dinner in the evening and our
announcement of Swede of the Year.
Saturday, Oct. 13. Annual Auction: Swedes Go Abroad! This
is our largest fundraising event of the year and it takes a year to pull
it off. Join the fun now by volunteering to help plan. RSVP: kristine@swedishculturalcenter.org.
Saturday & Sunday, Nov 3 & 4. Holiday Bazaar.
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We Are the Swedish Club!

T

ack så mycket! Thank you! Thanks to the gifts from the following individuals* from Sept. 1 until the end of the year, the Swedish
Cultural Center’s annual appeal, “We are the Swedish club,” was the most successful fundraising drive in recent history. More than 20
percent of our members donated during that period. If you are familiar with donation rates to nonprofit organizations, you recognize how
far over the top this is.
Donations from the appeal have gone toward supporting the cultural programs and building maintenance that our members use and
appreciate. The members should be very proud of their club and their fellow members for this high rate of response.
There’s still time to donate and get your “We Are the Swedish Club” pin! We’d love to take your donation and see if we can move the
needle even higher. President Carl Westerdahl has made a commitment to build on this success and strengthen our fundraising efforts even
more in 2012. Again, our heartfelt thanks to:
Karin

Janet

Bengt

Jane & Jim

Erik & Virginia

Laurel

Birgit

Emily

Jon

Kristine

Lena & Karl

Pamela & Robert

Susan

Gunnel

Blaine

Robert & Kristi

Bonnie

David

Ingvar & Ebba

Robert & Patricia

Richard

Berit

Aina

Byron

June

Judy

Trella

Bert

Barbara

Jan

Alice

Sandra

Sandra

G.F.

Eric & Ingrid

Einar & Marlys

Bev

Penny

Donald

Martha

Dale

Richard

Karla

Douglas &

Jennifer

Dick & Betsy

William

Christopher

Paul

Vivi-Anne &

Jan & Mark

Thomas &

Terry

Geraldene

Per & Gertrude

Edla

Charles

Edward & Sandra

Susan

Mark & Mary

I. Maria

Eckhard

Marian & Richard
Erik

Thomas & Carol

Elizabeth

Alice

Mary

Herb

Arne

James & Luann

Lawrence &

Salina

Elsbeth & Frank

Charles & Nancy

Donna

Court

Karin

Chris

Rolf

Catharina

Stella

Carl & Marlene

Michael & Inger

Earl & Denise

Debra & Chuck

Pamela & Vince

Ralph

Hans & Janet

Emily

Carl

Lars & Sheridan

Karen & Victor

Alan

Collin & Kimberly

Carl

James

Sue

Eva & Heikki

Susan & Dennis

Richard & Eivor

Brandon

Arlene

Paul & Sharron

Marie

Sonja & Robert

Joe & Mary

Cliff & Lynda

Jim & Charlotte

Paul & Carole

Dan & Sylvia

Sonja

Gunnar & Birgitta

Patti

John

Howard & Judith

Marie

Bud

Andrew & Grace

Robert & Allison

Robert

Larry

Jill & Michael

Marta & Langdon

Julia

Richard

Bertha

Richard & Ingri

Doug

Geoff & Kristin

Dennis & Sally

Robert & Connie

William

Paul & Patricia

Barrett

Per-Ola & Beth

Carl

Donn & Gerilyn

Elaine & Carl

Ron & Charlene

John

Sonja

Dorothy

Anders & Karen

Sandra

Robert & Dolores

Stuart & Laura

Barbara

Laura & Asmus

Janice

Lars

Doug

Dave

Charles & Laura

Catherine & Ted

Michael

Tim & Charlene

Deb

Claude

George

Jean

Alana & Barrett

Syrene

Judith & Robert

Richard & Susan

Kenneth & Barbara

Judy & Loren

Frank

Inger & Ulf

Kristine

Sandra

Carin

Martha

Jon & Terri

Lola

Karl & Arlene

John & Juanita

Greta

Gerald

Edward & Doris

Carol

Martin & Florence

Kristi

Elaine

Valerie

Timothy & Kathleen

Karin

Andu & Taimi

Robin

Eric

Carol & Peter

Peggy

*We’ve never asked for permission to print the names of donors, so we’re including only your first names. The list is alphabetical by last
name and includes individuals who donated as part of their membership renewals. We apologize if there are mistakes, particularly partners
or spouses who should have been included and weren’t, or other names left off inadvertently.
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