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2013 Auction: From Sweden with Love

Our Mission
To promote better understanding
between the United States and
the Nordic countries, with
emphasis on Sweden, and to
perpetuate Nordic culture
and traditions through the
teaching, observance, practice
and celebration of this culture
and its traditions.

for an unforgettable
evening filled with
entertainment, excellent
cuisine and opportunities to bid on hard-toresist items! Mix and
mingle and get a taste of
James Bond style, the
Swedish way. A portion
of the proceeds will
benefit the Swedish
Club’s campaign for a
new roof.
The Auction
Committee seeks
volunteers for procurement, data entry,
Above: Auction Chairs Kristina
decorations, setup and
Nordstrom (left) and Rebecca
cleanup for the event.
O’Briant (right) join Auction
Join the behind-theCoordinator Sarah MacKay in
scenes planning. We also
planning the auction for Sunday,
Oct. 27. Our theme, From Sweden
need your high-quality
with Love, will provide a fun
donations. Finally, a hint
evening for everyone, with trips
for anyone traveling to
and prizes to bid on, delicious food
Sweden this summer:
and guests dressed up in Bond
style. (Maybe some Bond girls too?) Please bring us back a
Left: Our master of ceremonies
treasure that will bring
will be John Curley, former host
in great bids, such as a
of KING-5’s Evening Magazine
bottle of typical Swedish
and now one of the area’s most
liquor, or a piece of
successful charity auctioneers.
Expect this auction to be one of
lovely Swedish weaving
the most fun we’ve ever held.
or unique jewelry.
he Swedish Club Board and staff are excited to
If you can’t join a committee or donate
announce our upcoming auction, From Sweden
items, how about making your favorite dessert
with Love, to be held Sunday, Oct. 27 at the Club. It’s for the night of the auction? We’ll have a dessert
the 50th anniversary of the classic James Bond spy
dash that evening, and your extra special fancy
thriller From Russia with Love, and our theme pairs
dessert might just bring big bucks from a table of
our nostalgia for 1960s sophistication with our love
hungry attendees. To learn more, contact
of all things Swedish. It’s an intriguing combination
Continued on p. 4
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Club Notes

R

ecently the National Public Radio show
“Says You!” introduced a new word from
the Urban Dictionary: meatspace. The contestants got points for their accurate definition:
“The real world, the opposite of cyberspace. As
in `Let’s get together in meatspace soon.’”
Undoubtedly the reason we need such a word
is the growing dominance of the virtual society
we live in. E-mail, Facebook and Twitter foster
electronic congregations of like-minded
friends—but they’re hardly a substitute for our
big living room, the Swedish Club.
Maybe the need for meatspace is why the
cross-generational, multi-interested community
that has developed at the Swedish Club is so
important to our members. Perhaps communicating at the speed of light doesn’t replace
sitting down together for a meal or listening to
an author read from her book or watching a
Viking DVD with others who love the Vikings
as much as you do.
And maybe it’s why so many have come
forward to help us with our building’s needs. It
continues to amaze us that even folks who are not
members of the Club are donating to our roof
fund. Thank you to Gordon Strand, a longtime
Ballardite closely associated with the Nordic
Heritage Museum—but not a Club member—

who sent in a donation. Thank you to the band
member at a recent Jazz Night who handed over
$20 from his tips for the evening, saying, “Here—
this is for your roof. I’ll give to that.”
Bob Morrow is a Club member from
Goldendale who doesn’t have Swedish heritage
but whose wife, Judith Lackstrom, is
Swedish. They live too far away to use the Club
regularly, but Bob made a donation anyhow. He
questioned why the new roof wasn’t already
paid for, since we have 1,100 member households
who could chip in $100 like he did. Well, here’s
the latest: As of mid-June, 86 people, or about 8
percent of our membership, have donated.
Counting the expected matching funds, we are
now up to $39,080. Considering individual
members’ donations alone, most donors have
given around $100, while a few have donated
thousands of dollars. Those gifts average out to
$325. When we include large donations from
groups like the Swede Finn Historical Society and
the Swedish School, the average gift is $441. We
are grateful for every donation.
So are these numbers—few donors, but
big gifts—cause for concern, or for celebration? Perhaps a little of both. In any case, we
invite everyone to help Raise the Roof at the
Swedish Club. Save our meatspace!

Swedish Women’s Chorus
Geri Damm geridamm@gmail.com
Svea Male Chorus
Bob Reetz rebert1@msn.com
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We had a sold-out dinner for Midsommar, with many reporting that it was “the best-ever
music, dinner, flowers and majstang.”

july 2013

President’s Message

T

his is my first opportunity since the April
election to get a message to Club members. Today, I’d like to share my thoughts on
the “State of the Swedish Club.”
As you know, I was on the Board some
years ago, but I look forward to being your
president again and working with our new
Board Members, Malin Jonsson, Kristina
Nordstrom, Larry Omdal, Rebecca
O’Briant, Susan Ramstead, Per-Ola
Selander and Kathryn Summers, as well
as our returning members, Terry Anderson,
Paul Heneghan, Larry Johnson, Dick
Libby, Vince Madden, Mary McCann,
Glen Peterson, Erik Pihl and Vi Reno.
The Board has expanded to its full capacity of
18 Members for the first time since the bylaws
were changed about three years ago, allowing
for up to that many. Through the expansion of
our Club’s leadership, it is our strategic goal to
grow membership and fundraising.
Over the last two months, I’ve received

Larry Sandell, who volunteers for the
Swedish Finn Historical Society, won the
grand prize in the raffle at the Club’s
June 8 National Day celebration. Larry
intends to take one of his grandchildren on
the flight over Puget Sound, and he hasn’t
yet decided whom to invite to dinner at
the Space Needle. Stuart Mork was the
winner of the Kindle Fire, and Donna
Luce won Swedish pancakes for a year.

nearly a dozen personal notes from members
expressing their views about the future of our
Club. Member attendance at Board meetings
has also increased. More communication
between membership and the Board president
is good news from my perspective. It’s a signal
that you, our members, are paying attention to
the roles and actions of the Board of Directors
you’ve elected. I am committed to strengthening Board transparency and following best
practices in governance so that each member
of the Swedish Club has confidence in the
Board’s abilities in the governance, financial
oversight and strategic direction of our Club.
Some of the member comments that I’ve
heard since being elected as your President
relate to a better understanding of how Board
Members are elected, and to clarifying the
roles of Board Members and our Executive
Director. I look forward to sharing more
information about our Board governance
efforts next month.
I also want to share with you that the
Board has adopted a dues increase for
membership that will take effect Oct. 1, 2013.
Please refer to the new dues structure on p. 4
of this newsletter. Also, please save the date
and join us for our Club’s annual auction, From
Sweden with Love, on Sunday, Oct. 27. Two of
our new Board Members, Kristina Nordstrom
and Rebecca O’Briant, are chairing this
fundraising event, and it will surely be a great
evening that you will not want to miss.
My note would not be complete without
thanking all of you Raise the Roof donors who
have sent in your donations. Heartfelt thanks
as well to the Jane Isakson Lea Foundation for
its 2013 commitment to fund programs and
staffing at the Club. I am humbled by everyone’s generosity. My goal as your president is
to hear from you and be responsive to your
ideas and concerns, while leading the Board in
its role as the governing body and strategic
leaders for our Club. You can reach me directly
at board@swedishculturalcenter.org.

Vi ses,
Brandon Benson
Swedish Club President

www.swedishclubnw.org

SC Announces
News about, or in the interest
of our members...
The Swedish Club announces 1,106
member households.
New Members
Karen Abbey
Timothy M. Anderson
Michelle Brouillet
Ensley Eikenburg
Karen Erickson
Holli Lee Eriksen
Gerry Gunderson
Karen Hansen
Ulla Hiatt
Sharene Kuhrt, David McGrath,
Jade Nelson, Jane McGrath
K. Linnea Peterson & John Corman,
Ben, Max, and Sami Corman
Aleah Sherrod
David Vainikka
Joel & Diana Vainikka, Katie,
Levi Vainikka
Steve Voorhees
New address? Send your address
changes or corrections to:
Swedish Club
Attn.: Address Change
1920 Dexter Ave. N.
Seattle, WA 98109
Or you can e-mail to

info@swedishculturalcenter.org.
Let us know if we left out your
information by mistake.
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AUCTION Continued from p. 1
Auction Coordinator Sarah MacKay: sarah@swedishculturalcenter.org
or 206-283-1090.
Things get under way at 5 p.m. with a glass of champagne.
Festivities commence at 5:30 with a silent auction, a four-course
dinner, entertainment and live bidding with auctioneer and local
radio and TV personality John Curley. We’ll wrap up by 8:30, but
if you still want a martini—shaken, not stirred—the bar stays
open till 10:30.
Get ready for 007—we look forward to seeing you at the
auction! Here’s a partial list of what you’ll be bidding on:
• Wine cellar package, with wines from California, Oregon and
Washington
• Vacation getaway—fly fishing and accommodations for two
• Seven-day Holland America cruise
Visit www.swedishclubnw.org to reserve
your seat today for the early bird price of $75,
or a table for 10 for $750. (Prices increase to
$95 and $950 after Oct. 6.)

Rates Rise

I

ncreasing the cost of membership dues—like
going to the dentist or paying taxes—is one
of those things that get put off as long as
possible. But it finally happened: the Club’s
Membership Committee proposed a dues
increase at the June Board meeting, and it was
accepted.
Here’s some background to help sweeten
the news. From a founders’ fee of $2 to join the
Club in 1892, to a member’s fee of $20 in 1980,
to the highest fee of all—$80 in 2000—fees
have varied. When the Club’s strategic planning
group began meeting in 2006, one of their first
actions was to lower the dues, because they felt
that at the time, the Club wasn’t offering
enough to charge $80. So in 2007, the fee went
down to $45 for an individual membership and
$65 for a household. Three years ago, in the fall
of 2010, dues went up $10 across all categories.
And effective Oct. 1, 2013, membership fees will
again go up from $5 to $10 across all categories. Changes to the
membership rates will be as follows:
MEMBERSHIP LEVEL

OLD RATE

NEW RATE (Oct. 1)

$55

$65

Household

$75

$85

Non-resident

$45

$50

Viking

$35

$40

Student

$25

$30

Individual
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There’s a silver lining, however. Until Oct. 1, you can renew at
the present fee level. Your payment now won’t change your regular
renewal month, so there’s money to save, but nothing to lose.
Furthermore, you can renew for up to two years at the present rate,
as long as we receive your renewal by Oct. 1. So, let’s say your
regular renewal month is December. If you renew this summer for
one year, your next renewal will be December 2014. If you renew
for two years, it’s December 2015.
Of course, if you find annual renewal a tremendous bother, you
can always get a Lifetime Membership. That fee remains unchanged:
$2,000 for an individual and $2,500 for a couple.

Farewell, Inga-Märtha

T

he Swedish Club lost a good friend with the passing of 91-yearold Inga-Märtha Åhman on June 10. Inga-Märtha was well
known in the local
Swedish community as
a good cook, a willing
volunteer, a persistent
keeper of Swedish
traditions, and a very
fun person to have
around. Our Redeemer’s
Lutheran Church in
Ballard continues to
hold its annual Luciafest
with the original script
that Inga-Märtha
obtained from the
Lutheran Church in
Grums, Sweden, nearly
45 years ago. The Club’s
doll collection got
started when IngaMärtha’s husband, Uno,
received a handcrafted
doll from relatives in
Sweden. Inga-Märtha
came up with the idea
of collecting dolls from
every province in
Sweden. She and other members of Svenska Kulturførbundet worked
very hard to get the collection ready for the American Bicentennial
Celebration in 1976. When the Kulturførbundet folded in 2008, the
collection was given to the Club. At that time, we held a coffee party
in Inga-Märtha’s honor. It proved to be so much fun the Club
continues the Kafferep every fourth Wednesday of the month. So,
you see, Inga-Märtha, we’re keeping up your beloved Swedish
traditions after all. Vila i frid, Inga-Märtha!

july 2013

SWEDISH CLUB
PRESENTS THE

4TH OF JULY
Doors open at 6:30
Buffet starts at 7:00
Reserved parking
Barbecue Menu
Music, games and fun for all ages
Unbelievable view of the fireworks!
“Wait for Traffic” dessert

Prepaid reservations required:
206-283-1090
Dinner and outside box seats for fireworks (members): $40
Dinner and outside box seats for fireworks (nonmembers): $50
Dinner and inside seating for fireworks (members): $35
Dinner and inside seating for fireworks (nonmembers): $45

Swedish Club
1920 Dexter Ave N, Seattle, WA 98109
www.swedishculturalcenter.org
rsvp@swedishculturalcenter.org
www.swedishclubnw.org
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Swedish Press
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www.SwedishPress.com
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2013 10 issues $35 per year

The Inside Story on All Things Swedish
Now Open to New Readers

10 2013

Inga & Per Bolang were chosen as the Swedish Club’s
Swedes of the Year for 2013–14. They were born in Sweden,
met and married there, worked in Linköping and emigrated in
1958 to work for the aircraft industry in California. In 1960
they moved to the Seattle area, where Per worked for Boeing.
What’s their advice for the Club and its members? “We have
this club to meet friends, both longtime friends and new
friends, and to keep up the old traditions. The older generation likes to see younger members joining, and we hope you
keep showing up and supporting the Club.”

PM40010214

News, lifestyle and culture
delivered monthly in
Swedish and English.
Subscribe today and bring
Sweden closer to home.

www.SwedishPress.com 1 866 882 0088 Subscribe@SwedishPress.com

Nordic Roots and Branches

Traditional and Contemporary Music of
Denmark, Finland, Iceland,
Norway and Sweden
and beyond!

Host, Karen Pauley
Tuesdays, 7-9 pm PST
Streaming live at www.kser.org
90.7 FM KSER, Everett
425 303 9070
6
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New Lifetime Members
Brian Runberg and Katie Gjording, along with their daughters,
Ava and Vivienne, are our newest Lifetime Members. Brian is a
member of our Building Committee, where his expertise in architecture is proving very beneficial to the Club. Brian studied and lectured
in Denmark, where he learned Scandinavian respect for sustainability
in building and remodeling. Their daughters attend different local
schools, and Katie is a strong supporter and volunteer in both schools.
Both Brian’s and Katie’s grandparents come from around Sundsvall in
Sweden’s Vasternorrland County, so they believe it was more than
luck that brought them together. (And our good luck brought them to
the Swedish Club!)
Kathy Hitsman-Carter became a Lifetime Member early in
2013. She’s half Swedish and half Swiss, with many relatives in Sweden.
Her grandparents were from Arvika and Kil, and met in this country
at the Swedish Club in Portland. Kathy just returned from a visit to
Sweden and intends to bring her cousins to the Club when they come
to visit her later in the summer.

The recent Ladies’ Clothing Exchange was a fun event for the
ladies of the Club—and a money maker as well. The event
grossed over a thousand dollars, with a lot of fun thrown in.
The leftover clothing found good homes: Executive Director
Kristine Leander took the pants and tops to Mary’s Place
(above), a day center for homeless women and children.
Professional attire was donated to the YWCA’s “Dress for
Success” program for disadvantaged women entering the
workforce. The remaining clothing went to Ryther to support
its programs. Thanks to the many women who donated
clothing; to the chairs of the Exchange, Jan Sullivan and Alana
Brandstrom; and to Julie Albright, who helped distribute the
leftover clothing. Ladies, let’s do it again next year!

Scenes from Midsommar. Left: Megan Dibble, niece of Mark & Susan Dibble, helps Kathy Michalec and Susan Holmberg decorate the
majstang. Right: The talented Lori Ann Reinhall provided wonderful music and instructions for dancing around the majstang. Even veterans
of past Midsommar celebrations learned a thing or two about the tradition, particularly regarding the drinking songs.

www.swedishclubnw.org
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Coming Events at the Swedish Club
Thursday, July 4. Celebrate at the Club!
What better place to watch the fireworks over Lake
Union? We’re taking reservations now for dinner plus
music and fireworks. RSVP early for a better seat:
rsvp@swedishculturalcenter.org or 206-283-1090.
Plenty of good outdoor seats left!
Wednesday, July 10.
Members & Friends Dinner.
Our evening’s program will be provided by
Pedavoces, a choir of Swedish and Finnish college
students on tour from Vaasa, Finland. Their
program emphasizes Nordic and Finnish music.
Special invitation to the Finlandia Foundation.
RSVP deadline is 12 noon on Tuesday: rsvp@
swedishculturalcenter.org or 206-283-1090. $18
for the dinner. Social hour 5:30, dinner 6:30,
meeting 7:30 p.m. Program follows meeting.

Helping the Club?
We always need volunteers
for events. It’s a great way
to meet other members and
enjoy the activity at the
same time. Nearly every
event at the Club, from
Friday night dinners to
fundraisers, is supported by
volunteers who lend a hand.
Right now, we need
volunteers to help with all
aspects of our annual
auction, and we’re seeking
donations of high-quality
items and experiences. For
more information, or to
volunteer, e-mail info@
swedishculturalcenter.org
or call 206-283-1090.
Rentals available
at Swedish Club, 1920
Dexter Ave N., Seattle. Call
206-283-1078 or visit
www.swedishclubnw.org/
Venues/venues.htm. If
you’ve been a member for
at least a year, you get a
20 percent discount.
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Friday, July 12. Friday Talk.
UW visiting scholar Susan Holmberg gives a talk on
“A Swedish Sojourn: Reflections on 13 Years in a
Swedish College Town.” Free. 7 p.m.

Every Friday
Swedish Kafé & Happy Hour! Smörgås
sandwiches, Swedish meatballs and homemade
pastries. Kafé starts at noon with Chef Malin
Jonsson. Evening meal with different entrees each
week by Chef Lori Barber starts at 6 p.m. Check
the menu: www.swedishclubnw.org.
Library & Genealogy. Our Friday genealogist
returns from leave this month. Please call to make a
reservation for genealogy. 206-283-1090.
Matinees. Films with English subtitles. $5 donation. Film: 2 p.m. Come early for lunch in our Kafé
(noon to 2 p.m.).
• July 5. English-language film from France: Chocolat, by Swedish director Lasse Hallstrom. 122 min.
• July 12. Swedish children’s film: Dunderklumpen!
Animated ’70s film about a troll. In English. 97 min.
• July 19. Norwegian film: Hodejegerne
(Headhunters). 100 min.
• July 26. Swedish film: Maria Larssons eviga
ögonblick (Everlasting Moments).

Wednesday, July 24.
Kafferep.
The fourth Wednesday of the
month is our monthly Swedishstyle coffee party with
homemade goodies from our
best bakers. Everyone is
welcome. 2 p.m.
Sunday, Sept. 8.
Swedish Pancakes.
Our famous pancake breakfast
returns from its summer break
Wednesday, July 17. Norwegian Film.
to meet the nutritional needs
Headhunters (Hodejegerne). Thriller about a successful businessman
of hungry Swedes. Live music,
who’s also an art thief. 100 min. 7:30 p.m. $5 donation.
folk dancing, lingonberries, and
all the rest. This is the one
Viking Series. Just for the summer, we’re watching
month of the year when the breakfast is on the
the BBC documentary Civilisation, outlining the
second Sunday. $9 guests, $7 Club members, $5
history of Western art, architecture and philosophy
children 5–12. 8 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.
since the Dark Ages. In the fall, we’ll start again with
Monday, Oct. 1.
Viking history led by history buff and SC Board
Fall Swedish Language Classes Begin.
member Larry Johnson every Friday. 5:45. Free.
Beginning, intermediate, advanced and conversational Swedish. Schedules available by visiting www. Friday Night TV. World War II British crime drama
swedishclubnw.org.
Foyle’s War at 7:45 p.m. in the Board Room. Free.
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