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National Day!

E
To promote better understanding
between the United States and
the Nordic countries, with
emphasis on Sweden, and to
perpetuate Nordic culture
and traditions through the
teaching, observance, practice
and celebration of this culture
and its traditions.
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Our Mission

very year on June 6,
Swedish King Carl XVI Gustaf and Queen Silvia take part
in traditional National Day
ceremonies in Stockholm’s
open-air museum, Skansen,
where they raise the flag and
celebrate with Sweden’s
citizens. Here at the Swedish
Cultural Center, we have to
wait until the weekend to
observe National
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8, with as much fun
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1st Prize Seaplane tour of Seattle for two and
$200 gift certificate for the Space Needle
as we possibly can.
Telephone
Hot prizes
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cool
2nd Prize: Kindle Fire Tablet
Mail
this portion with pay
cars:
not
a
bad
Our members will
3rd Prize: Swedish Pancakes for a Year
Swedish Cultural Center
Winner does not need to be present to win. Retain this portion for your records. way to celebrate
celebrate with:
1920 Dexter Ave N. Seattl
Sweden!
1 ticket: $5 donation • 6 tickets: $25
• A vintage
Karol Danielsson ($25)
Swedish car
• Swede Deal raffle prize drawing
show, displaying classic Saabs and Volvos from
• First prize: a seaplane tour of Seattle for two
noon to 4 p.m.
and $200 toward dinner at the Space Needle
• Swedish sandwiches and drinks in the bar from
• Second prize: Kindle Fire
noon to 5 p.m.
• Third prize: Swedish pancakes for a year!
• A 5 p.m. program of singing by the Swedish
Women’s Chorus and Svea Male Chorus, plus
Our celebration is a great way to kick off your
dancing by Nordiska Folkdancers
summer and celebrate your Club. Apart from
• Swedish Consul Emeritus Jahn Hedberg’s
Stockholm, there’s no better place to be on June 8.
announcement of the Club’s Swede of the Year
We hope to see you there!
• A delicious Swedish dinner prepared by Chef
National Day Dinner, June 8
Use this form to make your dinner reservation, or call the office at 206-283-1090 and pay by credit card.
Name_______________________________________________________________________
Mailing address or e-mail address (please print)_________________________________________
Phone number_________________________________________________________________
Number of dinners at $25 each_____________________________________________________
Please return with payment to National Day Dinner, SCC, 1920 Dexter Ave N, Seattle, WA 98109.
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Club Notes

“R

oofs can’t wait.” We can’t say it any
better than Club member Barbara
Sjoholm, who donated part of her proceeds
from book sales to our roof fund when she
read from her new translation of With the
Lapps in the High Mountains at the Club on
Friday, May 31. Individual members are adding
extra donations for the roof as they renew
their memberships, or calling with their credit
card numbers or writing generous checks—
demonstrating how much all of you care
about the Club. It’s heartwarming.
At the most recent Members & Friends
Dinner, Jolene Aldridge on behalf of the
Ladies Auxiliary and Mikael Kvart on
behalf of Svenska Skolföreningen (the Swedish
school for children, which meets in our
building) each brought a $500 donation from
their groups. The Building Committee, headed
by architect Larry Johnson, VP of Facilities, is working with various consultants to
determine the best way to plan for the roof
replacement and the other improvements the
building will need in the near future. Energy
study, mechanical consulting, insulation
factors—it’s complex, but Larry has talented
help from the other Building Committee
members: architect Brian Runberg,

Ingvar Carlson, Karl Larsson, Vince
Madden, Erik Pihl, Jan Sullivan, Al
Thorslund, and Facilities Manager Doug
Newlands.
Before we request bids for the roof
replacement, the committee is obtaining basic
recommendations for improving the building’s
energy performance, since that may mean
additional roof penetrations. The committee is
also actively overseeing the bid process for a
new floor in the ground floor lobby, and we’re
working on a fundraising plan for a new
beer-cooling kegerator for the bar.
The committee’s ultimate goal is a
comprehensive building renovation plan. For
the moment, however, we need a new roof,
and Club members can be assured that the
Building Committee is working hard to reach
that goal.
We thank all of you who are also so
generously doing your part by donating to the
roof fund. If we have inadvertently left your
name off the list of roof donors on p. 3, please
let us know. We have raised $33,463 at press
time, but our goal is $100,000. It remains to
be seen what the actual cost will be, but
there’s still time for others to jump in and still
a need for more donations.

Swedish Women’s Chorus
Geri Damm geridamm@gmail.com
Svea Male Chorus
Bob Reetz rebert1@msn.com
Swedish Club News
Editor: Kristine Leander
Copy Editor: Martin Stillion
Swedish Club News (USPS 533-750)
is published monthly as part of
yearly membership dues at $15 per
person, per year, by the Swedish
Club, 1920 Dexter Ave. N., Seattle,
WA 98109-2795. Telephone is
206-283-1090. Periodicals postage paid at Seattle, Washington.
Postmaster: send address changes
to Swedish Club News, 1920 Dexter
Ave. N., Seattle, WA 98109-2795.

Deadline for material for
the next issue is
June 15.

Bring articles into the office or fax
to 206-283-2970. You may also
e-mail articles to
kristine@swedishculturalcenter.org.
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Students and teachers from Svenska Skolföreningen presented the Swedish Club with
$500 for the roof and a banner they made to thank us for their opportunity to be at the
Club for Swedish School. Nearly every Sunday, except for pancake Sundays, students from
the school take over almost every possible part of the Club for their classes. Just over 100
Swedish-speaking students from 3 to 14 years of age come together to strengthen their
language skills and cultural identity. The staff includes seven teachers, eight assistants and
two librarians.
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Roof Donors
Birgit Amundson
Karla Anderson
Terry Anderson
Basil & Gretchen Anex
Carl Bengtson
Brandon Benson
Robert Bergstrom
Margareta Blix
Per & Inga Bolang
Alana Brandstrom
Ingvar Carlson
Richard & Patricia Charles
Sandra Coulon-Hanlin
Elsbeth & Frank Dubinsky
Lars & Astrid Eggehorn
Bob Erickson
Barbara Fetty-Solders
Joanne Foster
Shirley & George Goodwin
Lola Gracey
Carol Graves
Ned & Barbara Gulbran
Karin Gustafson
Bengt Hag
Jon Halgren
Mark Hammarlund & Jan
Peterson
Blaine Hammond
Sandra Haug
Jahn & Margareta Hedberg
Paul Heneghan
Mark & Mary Hillman

Dick & Ingri Johnson
Lisa & Bjorn Jansson
Helen & Kenneth Kack
Ron Karjala
Delores & Robert Karlstrom
Norma Kosche
Judith Lackstrom &
Robert Morrow
Ladies Auxiliary
Kristine Larson
Leonard Larson
Martin & Flo Larsson
Kristine Leander
Berit Lehner
Dick Libby
John Lidstrom
Vivi-Anne Lindback &
Eckhard Schipull
Maria Linde
Sharon Lucas
Stuart Lundahl
Cathleen Maes
Peter Margitan
Marlys McDonald
Mary McCann & Joe Wall
Elizabeth & Donald McKenzie
Dave & Anita Mellor
Julie Miller
Stuart Mork & Laura Cooper
Susan Featherstone Nelson
John & Juanita Nordin
Robin O’Leary

Erik & Virginia Olson
Barbara & James Orcutt
Allan & Inger Osberg
Donna Jean Osborne in
memory of her mother,
Helen Carlson Taylor
Karen Pauley
Eric & Ingrid Pearson
Nina & Georg Pedersen
Virginia Phelan
Dr. Bill & Louise Pihl
Alan Randall
Robert & Sonja Reetz
Sonja Richter
Shirley Rosen
Sonja & Woodrow Shaffer
Super Bowl party donation
Swedish Finn Historical Society
Swedish School
Carl Swenson
Tom & Carol Swim
United Way for
Katie Kuciemba
Waffle sales
Dennis Wermcrantz
Bruce Whittemore
Laura Wideburg
VJ Young
The women who donated
and/or purchased clothing
at the Ladies Clothing
Exchange

This Mug’s for You!

I

f you’re one of our beer drinkers who’s noticed that the Club’s draft beer
has not been as cold as it used to be, we’ve got good news for you (and
for our maintenance crew). Our beer-cooling and dispensing device, known
as a kegerator in the industry, has not worked for a year or so. Lacking the
nearly $3,000 it takes to buy a new one, we’ve had to rely on our maintenance crew to haul kegs to and from the ground floor fridge every Friday.
But now we have a solution: Prepaid Beer!
For $300, you can have a beer mug in our bar with your name on it. For
one year, anytime the Club’s bar is open to members, such as Friday Happy
Hours or Members & Friends Dinners, your beer is prepaid. All you have to do
is show up and drink it. Only 10 “Prepaid Beer” mugs will be offered, and once
they are sold, we’ll have enough funds for a new kegerator. And that’s the öl
story. Even before posting this announcement, we’ve already sold three mugs.
If you want your own Prepaid Beer mug at the Club, call us at 206-283-1090 or contact
kristine@swedishculturalcenter.org.

swedishculturalcenter.org

SC Announces
News about, or in the interest
of our members...
The Swedish Club announces 1,121
member households.
New Members
Libby Anderson
Nathan Belo
Janice Brookshier
James Bushell & Pamela Hartner
Grethe Cammermeyer &
Diane Divelbass
Eve Cohen
Dawid Dawod
Carter Farmer
Caroline Harbitz
Carla P. Hart
Rachel Henneck & Jessie Aguiar
Ann Luce
Erika Lund
Patricia Moberg
Jeanne Monroe
Curtis Nelson
Renee O’Donnell
Kristin Ott
James Pezzaglia
Carin Poggioli
Todd & Malin Rapp
Don Rauf & Monique Vescia,
Leo Rauf
Elisabeth Shier
Perry Sjogren
Courtney Smith
Janet C. Stebbins
Jan Strand
Daniel Valente
Karen Zimmer
New address? Send
your address changes
or corrections to:
Swedish Club
Attn.: Address Change
1920 Dexter Ave. N.
Seattle, WA 98109
Or you can e-mail to
info@swedishculturalcenter.org.
Let us know if we left out your
information by mistake.
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A Scholar Comes Calling

S

usan Holmberg is currently a visiting scholar in the Scandinavian
Studies Department at the University of Washington. She holds a
doctorate in political science from the UW, and has taught politics
and media at Mid-Sweden
University in Sundsvall for the
past 12 years. She studies the
relationship between policymakers, the media and public
opinion in different countries,
focusing in recent years on
cross-border issues.
On June 28, Susan will give
a talk at the Club: “Almost
Paradise? A Look at Life in
Contemporary Sweden from a
Citizen‘s Perspective.” On July
12, she will speak on her
journey as a second-generation
Swedish American moving back to Sweden, “A Swedish Sojourn:
Reflections on 13 Years in a Swedish College Town.” When Susan
lived in Seattle she was an active member of the Swedish Club and
served on the Board. Her observations about contemporary Sweden
will be particularly interesting to our members.

Grandparent Exchange

W

e’re often asked to publish information about groups that find
local homes for students from Scandinavia. Our community
has been enriched by the students we’ve gotten to know who were
here for the school year. Remember Joakim, pictured in the car on
page 1? He hasn’t forgotten us. Now we have a new request: a
grandparent exchange.
A new Swedish student at the UW has contacted the Club to
ask if anyone would like to exchange houses for a couple of weeks
with his grandparents, sometime after spring 2014. Both retired from
teaching , they live in the historical town of Strängnäs, near Lake
Mälaren. The modern Swedish state traces its roots to Strängnäs,

where Gustav Wasa was elected Sweden’s first king in 1523. Strängnäs is a 40-minute train ride from Stockholm’s Central Station and is
also well connected to Stockholm by freeways. The city is close to
many important natural and cultural sites such as Mariefred,
Gripsholm Castle, Sigtuna (Sweden’s oldest town), Uppsala, the
Stockholm Archipelago and the Viking site of Birka.
The student writes: “My grandparents are a very active part of
the Strängnäs community and I‘m sure that the exchange participants would be well taken care of.” They’d like to experience Seattle,
maybe volunteer at the Swedish Club or the Nordic Heritage
Museum, so they’d prefer a home that’s close in and/or served by
public transportation. They are fascinated by Swedish emigration to
the U.S. and are excited about visiting an area where many Swedes
settled. Does this opportunity work for you and your family? (You
don’t have to be a grandparent to say yes!) Contact the Club at
kristine@swedishculturalcenter.org or 206-283-1090. Tack på
förhand!

Finland and Sweden During the War

T

he Nordic Heritage Museum’s oral history project, Nordic
American Voices, is producing a documentary on the Finnish
experience in World War II. The film draws from numerous video
interviews conducted since 2009 of Finnish Americans residing in
the Northwest. Project volunteers also hope
to interview Swedes now living in America
who accepted any of the 63,000 Finnish
children sent to Sweden during the war.
Vaun Raymond, local award-winning
videographer, will create the final product,
using narration, video footage and still
Swedish families
images provided by the interviewees. The
took in 63,000
Finnish youngsters documentary will include personal stories
during the Second
about the Winter War (1939–1940), the
World War.
Continuation War (1941–1944), the evacuation of Finnish children to Sweden and other safe havens, and the
relocation and integration of Finns living in the territories ceded to
the Soviet Union.
Nordic American Voices needs your help in identifying local
Swedish-Americans who have personal stories of this humanitarian
effort by Sweden during World War II. Please contact NAV volunteers Gordon Strand at 206-783-6634 or Gary London at 206-7348844 if you can help with this project.

Members & Friends Dinner, June 12

F

rom a legacy of Lutheran choirs to Jussi Björling and on to ABBA,
Sweden is a nation of singers. Laura Wideburg, our lead
Swedish language teacher, has explained that music education and
appreciation are ingrained in Swedish culture from early childhood. By
the third grade, Swedish youngsters are studying music as a formal
subject, and many Swedes join choirs in their teens. As a result Sweden
boasts the highest number of choirs per capita in the world. Our
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women’s and men’s choruses are
therefore very much part of our
Swedishness here at the Club and are a
treasure worthy of our support. The
Swedish Women’s Chorus also has the
good fortune to have a talented and
internationally acclaimed director,
Maria Mannisto. Our program for
the June 12 Members & Friends Dinner
is a performance by the chorus,
including several songs by Maria. She
has performed around the world, but
tonight she’ll perform just for us. Please
help us support the chorus by coming
Maria Mannisto will sing at
it’s you, or you know of someone? This puppy has a new home
to hear them and Maria on June 12.
the June 12 Members & Friends
in Seattle if the owner can find someone who is flying that route

When Dogs Fly

Dinner, as well as leading the
Swedish Women’s Chorus.

I

n 1960 John Steinbeck took a road
trip around the United States with his French poodle, and later
wrote about it in Travels with Charley. Here’s an opportunity for
you to take a trip with a dog, although we can’t promise you’ll
produce a classic piece of travel literature afterward. We’re looking
for someone traveling from Göteborg to Seattle in late June. Maybe

at that time to be his airline pal. It involves carrying him on the
plane in his special carrier and then off in Seattle. His new owner

will pay you for your services. To learn more, call the office at
206-283-1090 or contact kristine@swedishculturalcenter.org. If
you’re curious about why the Seattle owner wanted to buy a dog in
Sweden, it’s because they don’t dock puppies’ tails there. One more
reason to admire Swedish policies.

Friday, June 21.
Meet Me at Midsommar.

W

ho says there ain’t no cure
for the summertime blues?
Northwest Swedes have several
opportunities to participate in a
good old-fashioned Scandinavian
midsommar celebration, including
our own little slice of tradition
here at the Swedish Club.
Clockwise from top left:
Things get under way at 4 p.m.
when we decorate the majstång
(maypole), which is nearly as much
fun as dancing around it later. Then
at 6 p.m. we’ll tuck in to a traditional summer smörgåsbord
prepared by Chef Malin Jonsson
(who’s also our Vice President).
You’ll find delicious cheese, pickled
herring, gravlax, meatballs and so
much more! Having eaten ourselves
silly, we’ll work off part of the meal
by dancing around the majstång to
live music by the talented Lori Ann
Reinhall. The whole shebang is $25,
and well worth it.

swedishculturalcenter.org
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Coming Events at the Swedish Club
Beautiful outdoor setting for music, dance and food.
Learn more at www.vasaparkil.com/Midsommar.html.

Sunday, June 30.
Skandia Midsommarfest.

Monday, June 17. Swedish Classes Start.
Summer schedule commences for Swedish language
classes. Beginning, intermediate, advanced and
conversational Swedish. Schedule available at
swedishculturalcenter.org.

Sponsored by Skandia Folkdance
Society, this is the most colorful
and best Scandinavian music and
dance event of the year! Held at St.
Edwards Park in Kenmore. The
Club will need volunteers to staff
our booth. Starts at 10 a.m. and goes all day. Dancers, musicians, vendors, etc.
A wonderful event! Learn more at www.skandia-folkdance.org.
Friday, June 7. Ladies Auxiliary.
Get crafty for the Club! Support the Club and enjoy the company of
other women. We knit, crochet and do embroidery. If you don’t know
how, we’ll teach you. Every first Friday of the month at 10 a.m.
Friday, June 7. First Friday Jazz.
Annabella Kirby’s band Moonspinners 3 will play Mad Men–style ’60s
pop music. Starts around 7:30 p.m. No cover, but we encourage tips.
This band will draw a crowd, so we hope you’re here too! At 7 p.m.,
author Junius Rochester will read and sign his book Traditions of Caring.
Saturday, June 8. Swedish National Day.
Have a Swedish weekend! Classic car show, noon to 4 p.m. Bar open
for Swedish cold food and drinks from noon on. Swedish Women’s &
Svea Male Choruses sing at 5 p.m. Swedish Consul Emeritus Jahn
Hedberg follows with the State of Sweden report and Swede of the
Year announcement. Upstairs, there’s dancing by Nordiska Folkdancers
and a salmon dinner by Swedish-American chef Karol Danielsson.
Then we’ll draw raffle prizes! A big day at the Club. Dinner RSVP
($25): rsvp@swedishculturalcenter.org or 206-283-1090.
Wednesday, June 12. Book Club.
We’ll discuss The Nightmare (Paganinikontraktet) by Lars Kepler.
Read in Swedish or English, and join us to discuss this novel about
gender inequalities of the modern world. 5:30 p.m.

Wednesday, June 19. Swedish Film.
Simple Simon (Irymden finns inga känslor). Simon is an
18-year-old man with Asperger’s syndrome who sets
out to fix his brother’s romantic problems. 2010, 83
minutes. 7:30 p.m. $5 donation.

Friday, June 21. Midsommar Food & Dance.
Malin Jonsson will make a typical Swedish midsommar meal and
we’ll dance around the pole. Come at 4 p.m. and help us decorate it.
Traditional smörgåsbord follows at 6 p.m. Lori Ann Reinhall plays
live music too! $25.
Wednesday, June 26. Kafferep.
The fourth Wednesday of the month is our monthly Swedish-style
coffee party with homemade goodies from our best bakers.
Everyone is welcome. 2 p.m.

[
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Sunday, June 16. Vasa Park Midsommar.
The traditional place to celebrate midsommar in the Northwest.
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www.SwedishPress.com

P R E S S E N
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2013 10 issues $35 per year

The Inside Story on All Things Swedish
Now Open to New Readers

Wednesday, June 12. Members & Friends Dinner.
Our evening’s program will be provided by our own Swedish
Women’s Chorus and their incredibly talented director, Maria
Mannisto. Our menu will be our annual “Pizza & Potluck.” Club
member Byron Strange will provide Pizza Hut pizzas and dinner
guests will bring potluck salads and desserts. RSVP deadline is 12 noon
on Tuesday, June 11: rsvp@swedishculturalcenter.org or 206-2831090. Bring potluck for the table or pay $7 to help cover wait staff,
linens, etc. Social hour 5:30, dinner 6:30, meeting 7:30 p.m.
Friday, June 14. Happy Hour Live Music.
Folk Voice Band plays old favorites during dinner hour, 6–8 p.m.

]

Swedish Press

PM40010214
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News, lifestyle and culture
delivered monthly in
Swedish and English.
Subscribe today and bring
Sweden closer to home.

www.SwedishPress.com 1 866 882 0088 Subscribe@SwedishPress.com
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cars food fun

Swedish
Car Show

O
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Saturday, June 8
12 noon–4 p.m.
In celebration of Swedish National Day (June 6)

Enjoy classic Swedish cars
and Swedish food and
drink in our lounge.

1920 Dexter Ave. N. Seattle 98109
(on the east side of Queen Anne Hill)
www.swedishculturalcenter.org

206-283-1090
FREE PARKING

swedishculturalcenter.org

To enter, call Dick at 206-365-5742
volvodick@comcast.net
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Events, cont.

Helping the Club?
We always need volunteers
for events. It’s a great way
to meet other members and
enjoy the activity at the
same time. Nearly every
event at the Club, from
Friday night dinners to
fundraisers, is supported by
volunteers who lend a hand.
Right now, we need
volunteers to help with all
aspects of our annual
auction, and we’re seeking
donations of high-quality
items and experiences. For
more information, or to
volunteer, e-mail info@
swedishculturalcenter.org
or call 206-283-1090.
Rentals available
at Swedish Club, 1920
Dexter Ave N., Seattle. Call
206-283-1078 or visit
www.swedishculturalcenter.
org/Venues/venues.htm. If
you’ve been a member for
at least a year, you get a
20 percent discount.
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Friday, June 28. Friday Talk.
UW visiting scholar Susan Holmberg speaks on “Almost
Paradise? A Look at Life in Contemporary Sweden
from a Citizen’s Perspective.” Free. 7 p.m. DJ Jonasson
spins contemporary music in the bar, starting at 8.

Viking Series. Just for the summer, we’re watching

Thursday, July 4. Celebrate at the Club!
What better place to watch the fireworks over Lake
Union? We’re taking reservations now for dinner plus
music and fireworks. RSVP early for a better seat:
rsvp@swedishculturalcenter.org or 206-283-1090.

member Larry Johnson every Friday. 5:45. Free.

Every Friday
Swedish Kafé & Happy
Hour! Smörgås sandwiches,
Swedish meatballs and homemade
pastries. Kafé starts at noon with
Chef Malin Jonsson. Evening meal
with different entrees each week
by Chef Lori Barber starts at 6
p.m. Check the menu: www.
swedishculturalcenter.org.
Library & Genealogy. Our
Friday genealogist returns from
leave this month. Please call to
make a reservation for genealogy.
206-283-1090.
Matinees. Films with English
subtitles. $5 donation. Film: 2 p.m.
Come early for lunch in our Kafé
(noon to 2 p.m.).
• June 7. Finnish film: Mosku.
True story about a rugged hero
who rules the Lapland reindeer
population in the early 1900s.
129 minutes.
• June 14. Danish-Swedish film:
Pelle the Conqueror. Oscarwinning 1987 drama about a
father and son in tough times.
150 minutes.
• June 21. Swedish film: Irymden
finns inga känslor (Simple
Simon). 83 minutes.
• June 28. English-language film
made in France: Chocolat. By
Swedish director Lasse
Hallström. 122 minutes.

the BBC documentary Civilisation, outlining the
history of Western art, architecture and philosophy
since the Dark Ages. In the fall, we’ll start again with
Viking history led by history buff and SC Board

Friday Night TV. We’re showing the World War II
British crime drama series Foyle’s War at 7:45 p.m. in
the Board Room. Free.

From Sweden with Love

T

he Swedish Club Board and staff are excited to announce our
upcoming auction, From Sweden with Love, to be held Oct.
27 at the Club. It’s the 50th anniversary of the classic James Bond
spy thriller From Russia with Love, and our theme pairs our
nostalgia for 1960s sophistication with our love of all things
Swedish. It’s an intriguing combination for an unforgettable
evening filled with entertainment, excellent cuisine and opportunities to bid on hard-to-resist items! You’ll have a chance to mix and
mingle and get a taste of James Bond style, the Swedish way. All
proceeds will benefit the Swedish Club’s new roof.
The Auction Committee seeks volunteers for procurement, data
entry, decorations, setup and cleanup for the event. Join the behindthe-scenes planning. We also need your high-quality donations. Also,
here’s a hint for anyone traveling to Sweden this summer: Please bring
us back a treasure that will bring in great bids, such as a bottle of
typical Swedish liquor, or a piece of lovely Swedish weaving or unique
jewelry. Contact Board Members Rebecca O’Briant at rebecca_
coenning@hotmail.com or Kristina Nordstrom at knordstrom1@
gmail.com for more information. We look forward to seeing you at
the auction! Get ready for 007.
SWEDISH CULTURAL CENTER AUCTION

YOUR SUPPORT
WILL RAISE THE ROOF

OCT 27 2013
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