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Our Mission
To promote better understanding
between the United States and
the Nordic countries, with
emphasis on Sweden, and to
perpetuate Nordic culture

Swedish Club’s

and traditions through the
teaching, observance, practice
and celebration of this culture
and its traditions.

Night 2013
FRIDAY, APR. 12, 6 P.M.–MIDNIGHT
$8 MeMBeRS, $12 GueSTS. FRee wHeN
You SIGN uP FoR A New MeMBeRSHIP!

DJ Jonasson will spin
ABBA music on vinyl!

1920 Dexter Ave. N., Seattle 98109
www.swedishculturalcenter.org

Roof Raisers!

T

hanks to the following
donors who contributed
to our “Raise the Roof”
campaign in February:
Ingvar Carlson
Barbara Fetty-Solders

Ned & Barbara Gulbran
Richard & Ingri Johnson
Leonard Larson
Berit Lehner
Vivi-Anne Lindback &
Eckhard Schipull

swedishculturalcenter.org

Sharon Lucas
Stuart Mork
Allan & Inger Osberg
Carl Swenson
Super Bowl Party
donation
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Deadline for material for
the next issue is
Mar. 15.

Bring articles into the office or fax
to 206-283-2970. You may also
e-mail articles to
kristine@swedishculturalcenter.org.
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Club Notes

A

s your Executive Director, I probably hear
more comments about our Swedish Club
than just about anyone else. Here’s a sample:
“I adore the Swedish Club!”
“It feels like our place. I know everyone feels
that way, but we really do feel like it’s our club.”
“When people speak about the Swedish
American Institute in Minneapolis, they always
mention the building. Well, this building is even
better, but here, I always tell people first about
the community and the activities at the Club.”
“We love the pancake breakfasts, the
young and the old people mixing it up and the
music. It’s the coolest place to be on a Sunday
morning in Seattle.”
“This club is the best-kept secret in Seattle.
I’m torn between wanting to tell everyone
about the Swedish Club and hoping that it
won’t grow too much so that my friends and I
can still fill several tables on Friday evenings.”
I enjoy hearing your comments about the
Club. Since I joined the Board back in 2006, it’s
been my pleasure to really get to know so many
of you, the programs of our Club and our
building. I’ve had a chance to reflect on the
history, programs and people we’ve served—
both our members and the clients who rent our
spaces for everything from mother-baby and
dance classes to Weight Watchers and Alaskan
Fishermen meetings. If you’ve been a member for
a while, you recall that several years ago we were
on the verge of losing our Club—but together
we launched a strategic plan to save it. Today we
are a vibrant community, hosting many activities
and taking in new members every month.
Now that our membership and programs are
stable, the Board and I are ready to enter a second
phase of our plan: restoring the building by
addressing deferred maintenance and expanding a
few of our programs to engage more Swedish
Friday, Mar. 8.
Reading: The Golden Calf.
SCC Swedish language teacher
Laura Wideburg has won
awards for her translations of
Nordic noir books—and this is
her latest! She’ll read selections
and give us the scoop. 7 p.m.

Americans and other Scandinavians. At our
annual meeting on Apr. 10, you will hear more
about the goals and the needs of our Club.
Then in the months following, the Board, staff
and I will prioritize those needs and grow our
next chapter. It’s an exciting time to think about
how we can proactively leverage our facility
and expand our programs to reach even more
in our community.
One of the most enlightening comments I’ve
heard was from a young Swedish woman visiting
Seattle for a work assignment. She has traveled
throughout the United States and has visited
other Swedish-American communities. She told
me the Swedes always have the most wonderful
buildings, which indicated to her that someone in
the past had great vision and current members
have learned to be great stewards. The visionary
attitudes and commitment to the space in which
they meet to socialize, learn and celebrate is
truly a spirit that we all share as Swedish
Americans. Please join us as we focus our
energies on our building and our Club’s future,
to ensure that the same will be said about us.
K ristine Leander
Executive Director, Swedish Cultural Center

Swedes Read

O

ur library is filled with books in Swedish
and English. There’s one wall of fiction
and another of nonfiction. Within those
parameters, you’ll also find shelves of books
about the Vikings and several more shelves just
for crime novels. Our library volunteers, Berit
Lehner and Britta Enfield, recommend the
following titles for this month. In future
months, they’ll have more recommendations.
• The Beauty and the Sorrow (Stridens skönhet
och sorg) by Peter Englund: About people all
over the world who took part in the First
World War. The Swedish Club’s book club
recently read it and found it fascinating.
• Linda Olsson’s Astrid & Veronika in
Swedish and English. The story of two
women, one young and one old, who
strike an unusual friendship.
• Let the Northern Lights Erase Your
Name by Vendela Vida. A young woman
travels to Sámi territory to find her father.
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Ballots for the Board

T

he Nominating Committee works year
round to find candidates to serve as
Board Members and to provide a slate of
Board officers for Club members to elect at
the annual meeting, which this year is on Apr.
10. According to the Swedish Club bylaws,
the number of Board Members can vary
between 12 and 18, and nominations may be
taken from the floor at the annual meeting.
Board Members may also be added by the
Board outside of the annual meeting. Earlier
this spring, Brandon Benson and Rebecca
O’Briant joined. They’ll run for reelection by
the members at the annual meeting, along
with Judy Nilsen Cooper, Larry Johnson and
Dick Libby.
At the Board meeting on Feb. 20, the
Board voted unanimously to support the
following slate of officers:
President. Brandon
Benson was president from
2006 to 2008, during the
strategic planning process
that resulted in the
tremendous growth and
vitality of the Club. The
Nominating Committee
reported that the Swedish Club is fortunate
that Brandon is willing to return to the Board
and serve in the role of president during this
next stage of planning, fundraising and focus
on the Club’s future.

Vice President. Mary
McCann is a relative
newcomer to the Board,
having joined in 2012. She
is a scholastic event
planner and brings that
practical background to
the Club.
Vice President of
Facilities. Larry Johnson
is an architect and the
current VP for properties
and chair of the Building
Committee. In that role, his
skills are essential in
identifying and prioritizing
the building’s needs.
Treasurer. Vi Reno is the
Club’s attorney and also
serves in the elected role of
treasurer. Her background
as a treasurer for other
organizations, plus her legal
training and expertise, is
extremely beneficial to the Club.
Secretary. Judy Nilsen Cooper has been the
Club’s secretary for three
years. She’s one of the
longest-serving members
of the current Board, and
her history with the Club
is helpful to other Board
Members.

Wednesday, Mar. 13.
Members & Friends Dinner.

T

he chair of the UW’s Scandinavian Studies Department, Professor Jan Sjåvik, is our featured speaker.
He will talk about the role of university studies in the
lives of the students we have helped with the Swedish
Club’s annual UW scholarship. Our menu by Arista
Catering is green salad, Swedish beef stroganoff on
noodles, root vegetables and lemon bars for dessert.
Also, Tobias Larsson will give us a preview of the new
show at Teatro ZinZanni, Dinner at Wotan’s. Absolute
RSVP deadline is 12 noon on Tuesday: 206-283-1090 or
rsvp@swedishculturalcenter.org. $25 includes dinner plus
tax, tip and parking. Social hour 5:30, dinner 6:30, meeting and program 7:30 p.m.

swedishculturalcenter.org

SCC Announces
News about, or in the interest
of our members...
The Swedish Club announces 1,057
member households.
New Members
Josh Barnes
Bruce & Angie Bjorklund
Brett Bloomquist
Webb & Bonnie Bowie
Karen Braitmayer & David Erskine,
Anita Erskine
Johanna & Noel Dokken
Jack Ellison
Mike Francisco
Sean Hallissey
Thomas & Jenee Halse
Dana & Carl Hamry
Jane Hecht & Francis Attanasio
Krista Leesment & Ivo Salmre
Corey & Carolina Marx
Rebecca & Patrick O’Briant, Maeve
O’Briant, Ainsley O’Briant
Jennifer Post
Paul & Katre Raidna, Kevin Raidna
Lee Ratcliffe & Ernest Vigil
Jeff Snyder
Jim Snyder
Andrew Soderland
Michael Steed
Diana Talley
Mai Teras & Steven Nielsen
Andrew Van Leeuwen & Angela
Nelson
Carl Williams
Derrek Wittmann
Death
Fredrik Hedman
New address? Send your address
changes or corrections to:
Swedish Club
Attn.: Address Change
1920 Dexter Ave. N.
Seattle, WA 98109
Or you can e-mail to
info@swedishculturalcenter.org.
Let us know if we left out your
information by mistake.
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Coming Events at the Swedish Club
Volunteers?
On Fridays, you bring the
elbow grease and we’ll
provide the task list plus
lunch. Volunteers who come
from 10 a.m. and stay to
lend a hand with cleaning,
building maintenance,
painting, gardening, etc., will
get a meatball lunch at 1
p.m. RSVP to doug@
swedishculturalcenter.org or
call 206-283-1090 by
Wednesday so that we have
the tools and tasks ready!
We always need
volunteers for our pancake breakfasts: set up,
flip pancakes, pour coffee,
bus tables, etc. Whatever
your skills, we’ll find a place
for you!
You can help the Club
by RSVP’ing early for
dinners and other events.
When you RSVP at the last
moment, we’ve already had
to guess if you’re coming.
Sometimes we overestimate
the turnout, and we have to
pay for those meals. Tell us
early that you’re coming
and you’ll help us save
money—which is just as
good as volunteering!
For more information,
or to lend a hand on
volunteer projects, e-mail
info@swedishculturalcenter.
org or call 206-283-1090.
Rentals available at
Swedish Club. 1920 Dexter
Ave N., Seattle. Call
206-283-1078 or visit
www.swedishculturalcenter.
org/Venues/venues.htm. If
you’ve been a member for
at least a year, you get a 20
percent discount.
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Sunday, Mar. 10. Påskris och Semlor.
Our annual Easter decoration-making party of påskris
(feathers and twigs) and semlor (Easter buns) is open
for reservations. $5 per adult and $3 each for children
5 to 12. 1 to 3 p.m. Call the Club to reserve.
Monday, Mar. 11. Accordion Evening.
Join the Northwest Accordion Society for their
monthly social at the Swedish Club. Visitors welcome! Come listen and/or dance: $5. 7:30–9:30 p.m.
Wednesday, Mar. 20. Kafferep.
Monthly Swedish-style coffee party with goodies
from our best bakers. 2 p.m. Everyone is welcome.
Wednesday, Mar. 20. Norwegian Film.
Our Swedish film is Norwegian this month: Buddy.
Kristoffer, a 24-year-old “loser,” gets dumped by his
girlfriend and his life is turned into a TV show. 7:30
p.m. $5. 100 min.
Wednesday, Mar. 20. SCC Board Meeting.
The monthly Board meeting has moved to the third
Wednesday. Members are always invited. 6 p.m.
Friday, Mar. 22. Våffeldagen.
Every year on Mar. 25, Swedes eat waffles because the
religious holiday for the day, årfrudagen, sounds like
våffeldagen (waffle day). We’ll serve waffles in the bar
from noon to 2 p.m. and 5 to 7 p.m. Donate to our
roof fund and a waffle is yours!
Friday, Mar. 22. Scandinavian Folkdance.
Waltz lesson by Pat McMonagle at 7:30 p.m. Then
dancing to live music from Nordic Exposure, 8–
10:30 p.m. Lesson: $5 members, $7 guests. Dance: $8
members, $10 guests. Info: pat@folkdancing.com.
Wednesday, Mar. 27. Finnish Film.
Kansakunnan olohuone (The Living Room of the
Nation). 2009 documentary about the lives of
ordinary people. 74 min. $5 donation. 7:30 p.m.
Friday, Apr. 5. Ladies Auxiliary.
Support the Club and enjoy company of other
women. Every first Friday of the month at 10 a.m.
Saturday & Sunday, Apr. 6 & 7.
Antiques & Great Finds Sale.
Do you like antiques and undiscovered treasures?
Not to mention delicious Swedish pea soup,
meatballs and cookies by our Bite of Sweden cooks?
Then this sale is the place to be. Admission is by
donation (we suggest $3). Both days 9 to 4 p.m.

Sunday, Apr. 7. Swedish Pancakes.
Music and dancing, plus authentic Swedish pancakes,
lingonberries, ham, and all the right fixin’s. Music
and dancing by Richard Svensson & Bjarne Jacobsen,
Nordic Reflections, and Skandia Kapell. $9 guests, $7
SCC members, $5 children 5–12. 8 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.
Stay afterward for genealogy help.
Sunday, Apr. 7. Weaving Class.
From 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., Rachel Sowell Keil will direct
your weaving, from novice to experienced weaver.
Every first Sunday. Free.
Every Friday
Swedish Kafé & Happy Hour! Smörgås sandwiches, Swedish meatballs and homemade pastries.
Kafé starts 12 noon. Evening meal with different entrées
each week by Chef Ann-Margret starts at 6 p.m.
Menu: www.swedishculturalcenter.org.
Library & Genealogy. Our Friday librarian and
genealogist, Alan McCool, will guide your genealogy. 1:30 to 3:30 p.m.
Matinees. Films with English subtitles. $5 donation. Film: 2 p.m. Come early for lunch in our Kafé
(12 noon to 2 p.m.)
• Mar. 8. Swedish TV: Wallander’s “Innan Frosten
(Before the Frost).” 93 min.
• Mar. 15. American film: Queen Christina. Garbo’s
famous film. Black and white. 99 min.
• Mar. 22. Norwegian film: Buddy. 100 min.
• Mar. 29. Finnish documentary: Kansakunnan
olohuone (The Living Room of the Nation). 74 min.
Viking Series. History buff and SC Board member
Larry Johnson leads us through an every-Friday series
of Viking films and documentaries. 5:45 p.m. Free.
Friday Night TV. Popular in Europe, and now
we’re seeing it here! The 10-episode Danish-Swedish
TV crime series “The Bridge.” 7:30 p.m. Series started
Mar. 1, but attendees will gladly catch you up. Free.
Mark Your Calendars
Wednesday, Apr. 10. Annual Meeting.
Sunday, Apr. 21. Seattle’s Swedish & Norwegian
choruses in concert.
Friday, Apr. 26. Nordic Exchange with Leif
Erikson Lodge; Pea Soup Challenge.
Saturday, May 11. Women’s Clothing Swap
Fundraiser.
Saturday, June 8. Swedish National Day
Celebration & Swedish Car Show.
Thursday, July 4. Celebrate the 4th at the Club!
Saturday, Sept. 14. Crayfish Dinner.

march 2013

[

]

Swedish Press
N Y A

S V E N S K A

P R E S S E N

www.SwedishPress.com

E S T . 1 9 2 9

Subscribe 1 year for $35

News on Swedes and Sweden
Exclusive Interviews
Latest Fresh Ideas

$4.95

1

2013

Subscribe today at www.SwedishPress.com
Print
Name
Address
Method of Payment:
Card No.
Name on Card

1 year $ 35

VISA or Mastercard

2 years $ 65
3 years $ 95
City
State
Zip
Cheque (Swedish Press Inc)
Expiry Date
Email

Send with your payment to Swedish Press | P O Box 188 Blaine WA 98231

A Swedeheart Deal at Teatro ZinZanni

S

eattle’s favorite Swedish vaudevillian, Tobias Larsson, returns to Teatro ZinZanni in Dinner at Wotan’s,
the latest Scandinavian sensation. Tobias will swing by the Club on Wednesday, Mar. 13, to give us a

taste of the show at our Members & Friends Dinner.
The latest masterpiece from the feverishly fertile creative minds at Teatro ZinZanni, Dinner at Wotan’s is an
epic adventure with Norse gods Wotan, Thor, Freya and the gang as they celebrate the end of the world as
they know it. It’s like Wagner’s Ring Cycle, only funny—and with a four-course dinner included!
Here’s a Swedeheart deal for Swedish Club members:
Get $25 off general admission to Dinner at Wotan’s, Wednesday, Thursday and Sunday evenings through
March. To redeem this offer, just call the Box Office at 206-802-0015 and mention the “Swedeheart Rate,”
or visit us at 222 Mercer St., Seattle, WA 98109.
Tobias Larsson takes a whack at
Norse mythology in Dinner at
Wotan’s.

Based on availability. Limit 4 tickets per order. Valid only for GA seating. Not valid with any other offer, or for prior reservations.
Blackout dates may apply. Available by contacting the Box Office. Offer valid only for Teatro ZinZanni Seattle. Offer does not
include taxes, fees and gratuity.

