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Our Mission
To promote better understanding
between the United States and
the Nordic countries, with
emphasis on Sweden, and to
perpetuate Nordic culture
and traditions through the
teaching, observance, practice
and celebration of this culture
and its traditions.

Swedes Read

N

We’re looking for all kinds of books for our upcoming
book sale, with a particular need for children’s literature.
Please bring in your books this month and come back for
the sale on Sept. 7 during our pancake breakfast.

ordic people are highly literate. They
publish, read and buy a lot of books.
We’re counting on the Swedish Club’s members and
friends to display some of that famous bibliophilia by
coming to our “Swedes Read” book sale on Saturday,
Sept. 7, during our Swedish pancake breakfast.
We love books here at the Club, and we have a
lot of them. Our library has received plenty of
attention since our growth began about eight years
ago. A nearly continuous stream of volunteer
librarians have been willing to sort the books
donated to the Club. Thank you to our current
Thursday librarians, Berit Lehner and Peppe
Enfield! Around 3,000 books are available for
borrowing anytime the Club is open, except when
the space is used for meetings. We have the popular
Swedish crime novels as well as nonfiction books
on history, culture and much more.

But when you stack up as many books as we
have, you inevitably end up with some that you
don’t need—even while you keep looking for some
harder-to-find titles to fill gaps in the collection. At
first, with the blessing of several UW librarians we
consulted, we began giving away the donated books
we couldn’t use. More recently, we’ve decided that
selling off the extra books is an ideal way to raise
funds for others that we still need.
Barb Orcutt read about our sale and showed
up with 19 boxes of books. Later she came back with
three more and a promise for about seven additional
boxes. She said the bookshelf in her home was hard
for her family to dismantle, but providing books for
our sale was a good cause she could support.
Continued on p. 3
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Club Notes

A

recent first-time visitor to the Club’s Happy
Hour praised what he encountered here:
good food, music from Finland, a variety of
Nordic-style selections in our bar, and so on, and
he remarked, “You’re keeping it real, aren’t you?”
Yes, I hope we are. His comment leads into
some recent changes I intended to mention in
this newsletter anyway, which fall into the
category of “keeping it real.” The first is the
Friday Happy Hour menu. We have always asked
our evening chefs to cater Swedes’ and Swedish
Americans’ tastes, but now we’ve gone one step
further. We have asked them to cook in a style
known as husmanskost, or “Swedish countryside
food.” The word comes from husman, meaning
“house owner,” and kost, meaning “diet.” The
term was originally used for most kinds of simple
countryside food outside of towns.
Genuine husmanskost uses ingredients
found locally in Sweden, such as fish, pork,
dairy products, root vegetables and berries.
Cooking methods such as boiling are common,
but spices are used sparingly. We hope you’ll
find that many of the dishes not only are
delicious, but remind you of “what Mama used
to make” and will become authentic Swedish
Club comfort food.
Our Friday Kafé daytime menu remains the
same delicious meatballs and smörgås (openface) sandwiches. You can find our Friday
evening menus at www.swedishclubnw.org
during the week. We’ll ask you to tell us
whether you notice the change in the Friday
evening menus and whether you like it.

Another change we’re making to keep it
real is to ask for your membership cards at
any event that involves a shorter line and/or a
lower price for members (such as our Swedish
pancake breakfasts) or the serving of alcohol
(such as our Friday evening Happy Hours).
Swedish Club membership dues and donations
pay for lots of the amenities at the Club, and
entitle you to these and other benefits. But
when others partake of these perks with an
expired membership—or no membership at
all—they’re taking an unfair advantage. It’s
more fair to expect everyone who enjoys
member prices to be a paid-up member. And
it also keeps us in compliance with state rules
governing private clubs. Thanks for showing
your membership card when you come for
pancakes or Happy Hour.
The third change in “keeping it real” is
that we expect you to have a Swedish Club
sticker on your car window when you use the
parking lot across the street from our building.
It’s still our parking lot, but we have asked
Diamond Parking to manage it for us. This
means more income for the Club and better
upkeep of the lot—but you’ll have to proudly
proclaim your membership in the Club by
having one of our stickers on your window
when you park there. You can ask for a sticker
in the office, or call and we’ll mail it to you.
Only to “real,” paid-up members, however!
In these and other ways, let’s continue
working to keep it real around the Club.
K ristine Leander
Executive Director

Köttsoppa: One
example of the
husmanskost
(Swedish comfort
food) you’ll soon
see at Happy
Hour.
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President’s Message

L

ast month I wrote about the Swedish
Club Guild’s effort to raise money to
replace one of the grills used for our
monthly pancake breakfasts. Attendees at
the May 24 Guild meeting decided to collect
money for a new grill. At the beginning of
July, they still needed to raise around $2,000.
But it wasn’t long before donations were
received to cover this amount. Pancake
breakfast volunteer Bob Blair and Facilities
Manager Doug Newlands then chose and
ordered the replacement grill. Unfortunately,
it won’t be installed in time for the Aug. 3
breakfast, but it will be fully operational in
September—and we expect you’ll notice

that the flow of pancakes from kitchen to
dining room is greatly improved.
The Swedish Club depends on many
fundraising activities, including the pancake
breakfasts, to keep going. Member dues alone
aren’t enough to fund the organization. I
appreciate that the Guild recognized the
importance of funding a replacement grill and
took action to obtain one. The Swedish Club is
filled with volunteers, friends, members and
staff who take on tasks that change our world
here at the Club, and we are very thankful.
Brandon Benson
Swedish Club President

In 2010, one book was published in
BOOKS 		Cont. from p. 1
We already have a new home for some of Sweden for every 303 people, compared with
your donated books—if they are for kids. (Ten the U.S. rate of one to 1,067. Educators trace
this phenomenon to Lutheranism and Martin
percent of books published in Sweden are
Luther’s insistence that everyone should
children’s books.) The University of Washingbecome literate in order to personally read
ton Library needs Scandinavian children’s
literature to support a new course being taught and understand the Bible.
Our pancake breakfast is actually an ideal
by Dr. Lotta Gavel Adams. So we’ve
time
for a book sale, since Swedes publish one
offered to gather up all the children’s books
cookbook for every day in the year. Rest
donated to us and give first pick to the
assured that you’ll find plenty of Swedish and
University. Dan Mandeville, the UW’s Nordic
American cookbooks in our stacks. Please bring
studies & linguistics librarian, will come by in
early August to review what we have and pick books to donate to the sale anytime before
Saturday, Sept. 6. And of course, please plan to
up anything on the Library’s wish list. (The
come to our pancake breakfast on Sunday,
Library has received a grant from The Jane
Sept. 7, 8 a.m. to 2 p.m., and shop for books!
Isakson Lea Foundation to help it buy any
books we can’t
find.) So if you
have Swedish
children’s books
to donate, please
bring them to
the Club by
Friday, Aug. 8.
Thanks also to
Svenska
Skolföreningen,
which meets
here at the Club,
for donating
several big boxes
of children’s
Whether you’re donating or buying, your help with our book sale will
benefit the Club’s library.
books.

www.swedishclubnw.org

SC Announces
News about, or in the interest
of our members...
The Swedish Club announces 1,026
member households.
New Members
Elizabeth DeNoma & Gail Kluepfel
Andy & Christine Farnum
Ann Gygi & Eric Jolley, Joe and
Astrid Jolley
Jessica & James Hall
Sylvia Olson Lorraine & Jeff Lorraine
Craig Lundgren
Jeananne Martin
Meagan Schuver
Erik Seaberg
Edward Shulda
Megan Siegel
Jana Skillingstead
Brent Stanghelle & Sally Schaefer
Pat & Jim Stockdale
Julie Svendsen
Barbara Swatt & Kurt Engstrom,
Hazel and Moss Engstrom
Deaths
Emily Carter
Susan Holmberg
Standing Committee Mtgs.
Building: First Tuesday of the month
(Sept. 2, Oct. 7), 5 p.m.
Fundraising: Fourth Wednesday
(Aug. 27, Sept. 24), 5 p.m.
Membership: Third Monday of the
month (Aug. 18 , Sept. 15), 10
a.m.
Guild: Fourth Saturday of the month
(Aug. 23 , Sept. 27), 10 a.m.
Volunteers & new members
welcome. More info: contact
Kristine Leander.
New address? Send your address
changes or corrections to Swedish
Club, Attn.: Address Change, 1920
Dexter Ave. N., Seattle, WA 98109.
Or you can e-mail to
info@swedishculturalcenter.org.
Let us know if we left out your
information by mistake.
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Black Ties and
Lingonberries

S

ince 2007, the Swedish Club has held an
annual auction—our biggest fundraiser of the
year. Every one of them has been planned,
organized and produced by a volunteer committee directed by a volunteer chair. This is a huge
undertaking, but over the years, several dedicated
members have stepped up to the task of being an
auction chair: Pam Madden, Robin
O’Leary, Judy Nilsen Cooper, Kelly
Hughes and our most recent chair, Kristina
Nordstrom.
As the successes of each auction build on
the previous one, so does the work of planning, You remember Audrey Hepburn in Breakfast at Tiffany’s. How about an elegant
item procurement, decorating, menu planning,
breakfast at the Swedish Club ... at dinnertime? Judy Nilsen Cooper will lead the
planning for our black tie pancake fundraiser on Oct. 11.
etc. In 2014, the Club still needs the funds that
Judy Nilsen Cooper has offered to chair the event, and she’s
come from an auction—but our successful
forming committees now: Theme & Decorations, Menu & Drinks,
auction committee needs a breather.
Games & Entertainment, Procurement and Volunteers. Think
Eureka! An idea was born. How about the simplest fundraising
“mini-auction with maximum fundraising,” and start contemplating
event possible: a black-tie gala evening with a main course of …
how you’ll dress up and invite friends to the event of the year on
Swedish pancakes? Ticket prices will befit a formal occasion and
Saturday, Oct. 11. Let us know in the office if you’d like to help us
major fundraiser, but the menu will be familiar to those who enjoy
put on an elegant, fun evening raising funds for the Club, and
our monthly pancake breakfasts. We’ll have a mini-auction and an
whether you have auction items to donate. Bring out the jewels,
opportunity to raise your paddle to support the Swedish Club. You
will play games with extravagant prizes as part of the fun.
James; we’re going all the way on this one!
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Portland Comes to Seattle
Gregory Smith (left), the new executive director of the Scandinavian
Heritage Foundation in Portland, along with the outgoing ED, Mike
O‘Bryant (right), paid a visit to Seattle and spent time with our ED,
Kristine Leander (center).
The Scandinavian Heritage Foundation was founded in 1985
specifically to support Nordic language and literature classes at
Portland State University. What grew out of that is a vibrant cultural
organization with a mission to preserve, communicate and celebrate
Nordic heritage and culture in Oregon and southwest Washington.
With growth in membership, programs and events, it is in the final
fundraising stage to build a Scandinavian American Cultural &
Community Center in southwest Portland. The Foundation even
invited Club members to its fundraiser in
Portland on Oct. 4—a week before the Swedish
Club’s own black-tie pancake feast (see ad).
Greg was particularly interested to hear
about the growth of the Swedish Club over the
past eight years or so. For more information
about the Scandinavian Heritage Foundation’s
building plans, visit www.scanheritage.org.

Legacy Gifts

S

mart members know that they can continue to make a difference
at the Swedish Club long after their deaths by naming the Club in

their estate planning. Although we miss our departed members, we
thank them and their friends for their gifts to the Club.
Former member Barbra Krohn named the Swedish Club in

Lillian Swenson passed this year and gave her furniture
and household items to the Club. Thanks to the work of Barrett
Monsaas and Alana Brandstrom, Lillian’s furniture brought
in well over $1,200 at a consignment shop. Thank you, Barrett
and Alana.
Inga Bolang’s friends named here gave in her honor for a
sizeable memorial donation: Birgit Amundson & family, Bengt

her will. She passed five years ago, and we were delighted to receive

Hag, Paul Heneghan, Kristine Leander and Janet & Hans

a generous donation from her estate. On the fifth anniversary of her

Tofting. The thoughtfulness of our members in remembering the

death this June, her friend Jeff Christensen made another generous

Swedish Club in their estates and memorial donations helps to keep

donation in her honor. Thank you, Jeff.

us strong and ready for the next generation.

www.swedishclubnw.org
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Thursday, Aug. 14.
Burnt Toast Book Launch.
Food blogger and author Kathleen
Flinn writes, “I’m Swedish, which
makes me sexy, and I’m Irish,
which makes me want to talk
about it.” We bet she’ll do plenty

In Memoriam
Former Swedish Club Board Member
Susan Holmberg passed away in Sweden
of cancer at age 56. A second-generation
Swedish American, Susan formerly taught
Swedish at the Club. She loved learning, and
received degrees from the University of
Virginia, Johns Hopkins School of Interna-

of talking at the launch party for

tional Studies and the Massachusetts

her new memoir, Burnt Toast

Institute of Technology, as well as a Ph.D.

Makes You Sing Good, in the

from the University of Washington. She had

Three Crowns Dining Room and

her first encounter with Swedish culture

Lounge on the top floor of the

when she met her father’s family after high

Swedish Club. Join Kathleen and a

school. In addition to her studies in America,

host of Seattle’s literati for a

she also studied at Lund University and the

celebratory evening. Tickets ($40)

University of Göteborg, and attended the

include a signed hardcover copy

University of Stockholm on a Fulbright

of the new book from Elliott Bay

scholarship. She taught politics and media at

Book Company, plus food

Mid-Sweden University in Sundsvall for 13

(Flint-style Coney Island hot dogs and other Midwest favorites), unlimited beer and
wine, music, parking and tickets for door prizes. Couples tickets are $50 and also include
one book. Listen to the Johnny Cash impersonator. Be entranced by the surprise
“entertainment.” It’s gonna be a great night. Buy tickets at www.brownpapertickets.com/

event/748900. 6:30 p.m.

years after moving there.
Last summer Susan visited Seattle and
gave two lectures at the Club. Some of her
remarks were controversial at the time: she
discussed many positive things about living
in Sweden, but also described difficulties
forming friendships with
work colleagues and feeling
accepted. But Susan was
highly principled, and truly
believed Sweden was a fair
and just society. She returned
to Sweden last fall and began
writing for Swedish Press.
When Susan became ill,
she was not able to return
to the States, so a cousin and

Your Bid Will Be Music to Our Ears

N

eed a little music in your life? This handsome 1946 Baldwin
Acrosonic spinet piano is for sale, with proceeds to benefit the
Swedish Club. It’s 34.75 inches tall, and comes with a bench.
We’ll take bids starting at $750. Call the Club office at 206-2831090, or send your bid to info@swedishculturalcenter.org. If you win,
not only will you have a chance to fill your home with beautiful
music, but the Club will be sure to note you as a key donor for 2014.
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close friend flew to be with
her. Friends reported that the Swedish health care system served
Susan well in her illness. Special equipment was purchased for her
final weeks, and she was able to Skype with her parents in Virginia. A memorial reception will be held at the Swedish Club on
Saturday afternoon, Sept. 20. Watch for the time and other details
in our next newsletter.
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Coming Events at the Swedish Club
Friday, Aug. 8. Comedy Night: Bundt Cake.
Smart, progressive comedy. “Like a Bundt cake, the form is instantly
familiar but the ingredients can vary wildly.” 7:30 p.m. Free.

desserts, prepared by Chefs Ann-Margret and Malin from noon
to 2 p.m. Evening food with different entrees each week by our chefs
at 6 p.m. Menu: www.swedishclubnw.org.

Wednesday, Aug. 13. Members & Friends Dinner.
This evening’s program is a trial run of Swedish Bingo! Our Board
is evaluating whether to offer bingo as a regular fundraiser, so we
get to try it out! As usual, dinner is $20, but for admission to the
game, please also bring a food item for the Queen Anne Food
Bank, or a used book for our Swedes Read book sale. Your
winnings will be in Viking dollars! Social hour 5:30, dinner 6:30,
meeting and bingo 7:20. Please register by noon Tuesday: 206-2831090 or rsvp@swedishculturalcenter.org.

Matinees. Films with English subtitles. $5 donation. 2 p.m. Come
early for lunch in our Kafé (noon to 2 p.m.).
• Aug. 8. Norwegian film: Søndagsengler (The Other Side of
Sunday). 103 min.
• Aug. 15. Finnish film: Framom främsta linjen (Beyond Enemy
Lines). 127 min.
• Aug. 22. Swedish film: Grabben in Graven Bredvid (Guy in the
Grave Next Door). 90 min.
• Aug. 29. Swedish film: Fyra år till (Four More Years). 87 min.

Thursday, Aug. 14. Burnt Toast Book Launch.
With author Kathleen Flinn and a Johnny Cash impersonator. See p. 6.

Viking Series. We’re watching the “Vikings” TV drama series from
the History Channel. Runs through the summer. Join us around
5:45 p.m. and then stick around for Happy Hour. Free.

Wednesday, Aug. 20. Kafferep.
Monthly Swedish-style coffee party with homemade goodies from
our best bakers. 2 p.m. Everyone is welcome.
Saturday, Aug. 23. Guild Meeting.
Be part of the fundraising, fun-raising mission of the Swedish Club!
10 a.m. Help plan events to raise money for the Club.
Saturday, Aug. 23. Garden Party Part II.
Board Member Sonja Richter leads another garden cleanup, 11 a.m.
to 1 p.m. Choose your own task, from weeding to whacking to
hauling. Or join the support crew and bring snacks or cold drinks.
Sunday, Sept. 7. Swedes Read Book Sale.
Donate used books now—English or Swedish—for our book sale.
We need any donated children’s books by Aug. 8 and others by
Sept. 6. Sale hours 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. Proceeds benefit the library.

Friday TV. We’re watching the award-winning Danish TV series
about politics: Borgen. Around 7:45 p.m. We’re just about done with
Season 1 and are moving on to Season 2. Free.
Mark Your Calendars Now!
Saturday, Oct. 11. Black Tie Swedish Pancake Dinner!
Our major fundraising event of the year will be a fun evening! Get
dressed to the nines, bid in a mini-auction, play games and have
breakfast for dinner—why not? Plan now to attend. (See p. 4.)
Friday, Oct. 31. Halloween Party in Stockholm Hall.

Sunday, Sept. 7. Swedish Pancakes.
Live music and dancing, plus authentic Swedish pancakes, lingonberries, ham and all the right fixin’s. Music by Richard Svensson &
Bjarne Jacobsen, Nordleik Folk Music and TinnFelen Hardanger
Fiddle Ensemble. $9 guests, $7 Club members, $5 children 5–12.
8 a.m.–1:30 p.m. Stay afterward for genealogy help in the lobby.
Every Wednesday
Fiber Arts Open Studio. From 1 to 6 p.m. Weaving, knitting,
sewing, etc.
Every Monday, Wednesday, Thursday
Genealogy Research. From the Swedish-Finn Historical
Society in our lobby. Monday & Thursday 9:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m.,
Wednesdays 2 p.m.–5 p.m. and every Pancake Sunday!
Every Friday
Swedish Food: Kafé & Happy Hour! Our Friday Kafé
includes smörgås sandwiches, Swedish meatballs and homemade

www.swedishclubnw.org

Wednesday, Aug. 20. Swedish Film.
Grabben in Graven Bredvid (Guy in the Grave Next Door).
Romantic comedy. Desirée, a modern librarian with urban friends
and interests, is visiting her late husband’s grave when she meets
Benny, a simple farmer. In spite of their differences, the two fall
passionately in love—but is Desirée willing to be a farmer’s wife?
7:30 p.m. 90 min. Shown again Friday, Aug. 22, at 2 p.m. $5.
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Coming Events, cont.
Friday, Oct. 31. Marcus Samuelsson Dinner.
New York’s most famous Swedish chef has answered
our invitation and will join us for a very special
evening. Watch for news about tickets.
Upcoming Members & Friends Dinners
Wednesday, Sept. 10. UW’s Christine Ingebritsen speaking on “Sweden Is Our Future.”
Wednesday, Oct. 8. Lars Nordstrom from Oregon
speaking on his book Swedish Roots, Oregon Lives.

Helping the Club?
Rentals available at
Swedish Club, 1920 Dexter
Ave N., Seattle. Call
206-283-1078 or visit
www.swedishclubnw.org/
Venues/venues.htm. If
you’ve been a member for
at least a year, you get a
20 percent discount.
Wish List
Do you have any of the
following? If you are not
sure whether what you
have to donate to the Club
will be useful, call the staff
and ask.
• If you have extra
frequent flyer miles,
consider donating them
to the Club. We can add
them to trips being
raffled off or auctioned,
to help us raise funds.
• “Classy” items to auction
or raffle off
• Don’t forget to drop off
your used books during
August for the Swedes
Read book sale. Details
on p. 1.
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Saturday & Sunday, Feb. 28–Mar. 1.
Antiques & Great Finds Sale.
Vendor applications available at swedishclubnw.org/
Membership/forms.htm.
Saturday & Sunday, Apr. 11–12.
Women’s Clothing Sale.
Christmas Schedule
Friday, Dec. 5. Julbord for lunch & dinner.

Wednesday, Nov. 12. Kurt Armbruster,
author of Before Seattle Rocked: A City and Its Music,
highlights the history of Swedish singing groups.

Sunday, Dec. 7. Luciafest with UW students.

Wednesday, Dec. 10. Leslie Forsberg will
speak on Swedish Christmas traditions.

Friday, Dec. 19. Lutfisk Dinner.

Wednesday, Jan. 14. Swedish Medical Center
CEO Anthony Armada.
Future Sale Events
Sunday, Sept. 7. Swedes Read Book Sale.
Come by during our pancake breakfast and grab
some new reads. 8 a.m.–2 p.m. Details, p. 1.
Saturday & Sunday, Nov. 1–2. Holiday
Bazaar.
Vendor applications available at swedishclubnw.org/
Membership/forms.htm.

Friday, Dec. 12. Julbord for lunch & dinner; Lucia
makes an appearance.

Friday Dec. 26. Closed.
Class Schedules
Friday, Sept. 12. Folkdancing classes resume
every second Friday evening.
Wednesday, Sept. 17. Weaving class resumes
Wednesday afternoons.
Monday, Oct. 6. Swedish language classes resume
for fall quarter. Evening classes for beginning to
advanced Swedish speakers. Friday daytime conversation class. Drop in class midday on Thursdays.

Friday, Aug. 15. Third Friday Jazz.
Paundy plays Happy Hour. Inspired by film/TV music as well as rock from the ’70s and ’80s, this
quirky, seven-piece collective from Poulsbo offers tunes for all ages. All band members are multiinstrumentalists and often trade instruments—including kids’ toys for percussion. 7:30 p.m. No cover.
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