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Beatnik Night: Rhythm and Rhyme

H
Our Mission
To promote better understanding
between the United States and
the Nordic countries, with
emphasis on Sweden, and to
perpetuate Nordic culture
and traditions through the
teaching, observance, practice
and celebration of this culture
and its traditions.

ey, cats and chicks. It’s the New
Year and time to break out the
berets, bongos, dark shades, leotards,
scarves, striped shirts, and turtlenecks.
We’re having a night devoted to poetry
and jazz and celebrating our inner
beatniks.
The Beat Generation, as Kerouac
saw them, were people “who had
intense conviction—a generation of
crazy, illuminated hipsters.” Beatniks
were aficionados of jazz music and the
entire jazz lifestyle.
This night might be a little “off the
cob” (or corny, as the squares might
say), but you’ll keep your claws sharp
with some illuminating poetry and jazz
by the Dave Dolengewicz Quartet
(featuring Dave blowing sax, Ben
Morrow keeping the beats, Mark Hager
massaging the ivories, and Birch Pereira
laying down the bass). We’re inviting
everyone: Bring a poem you love, or a
poem you’ve written, to recite to the
crowd. (It’s doesn’t have to be Ginsberg
or another Beat poet—just a poem
you’d like to share.) No applause
allowed—just finger snapping. Wear the
appropriate threads. Drop us a line
(rsvp@swedishculturalcenter.org) if
you want to read a poem to the masses.
Plus, this ain’t no red onion—this is
the Swedish Club, the perfect nest to get
juiced and take in the twinkling lights of
Seattle. (By the way, Dave Dolengewicz
and his band started off the music series
last year, and it’s great to get right back
to where we started from—is that a beatnik phrase?)
Props to Don Rauf for cooking this all up.

Start growing that goatee, it’s Beatnik Night!
Saxophonist Dave Dolengewicz and his quartet
will supply the swinging tunes; you bring the
hippest poem you know, and it’ll be a gas.
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Club Notes

S

wedes and Lutherans share some common
roots, so it’s probably safe to paraphrase a
recent article in The Lutheran magazine for
Swedish Club members. The article described
what’s needed to renew a church and build up
membership, and it seems to me that the lessons
are just as applicable to our organization. Since
having an adequate number of members and
programs leads us to having enough money to
update our building, it’s worth considering how
we can reinvigorate the Club.

3. Converse and collaborate with
neighbors. In our case, neighbors are
indeed our physical neighbors on Dexter
Avenue, but they are also our sister
organizations in the area. The Club is
already home to the Swedish-Finn Historical
Society, and our members also delight in
our joint events with the local Sons of
Norway, such as our pea soup competitions,
our annual Nordic Night, and our Christmas
lutfisk-vs.-lutefisk dinners. This fall, we
hosted a Danish Happy Hour and introduced our Club to the Danish community.
The Club welcomes Icelanders, Danes,
Finns, and Norwegians around our tables
and within our membership rolls.

1. Have a clear mission. Just “saving the
church” or saving the Club isn’t enough.
Our mission is different from a church’s
mission, but as we build toward even
greater stability in order to revamp our
aging building, we still need a precise idea of
In many ways, according to the recomwhat we’re trying to achieve. When we
mendations in the article, the Swedish Club is
initiated the strategic planning process back
already on a clear and fruitful path. But
in 2008, it was indeed to save the Club. But according to that second principle, leadership
now that our facilities need an extensive
comes from within, so we need your help to
update, we must ask ourselves how that
keep us on that path. Even if you don’t run for a
affects our mission. In conversations with
Board seat or serve on a committee, you can
members, the mission of providing a center
help plan for the Club’s future. Let your voice
for the local Nordic community is high if
be heard. Let me know if you’d like to attend
not first on the list. The Club is a place
meetings to discuss it. Get in touch at 206-283where good Scandinavian food is served;
1090 or kristine@swedishculturalcenter.org.
where culturally related skills, such as
language, dance, music, and weaving are
K ristine Leander
taught; where Scandinavian choruses and
Executive Director
dance groups practice; and where
traditional holidays are celebratew from Swedish
ed, genealogy is explored, and
crime novelist
the Nordic ambiance lends itself
Helene Tursten is The
to family gatherings.
Fire Dance, the sixth in
2. Leadership comes from

N

within. While trained experts
may guide us from the outside, the
leadership for change must be
rooted in the members, the people
who care enough about the
Swedish Club and our community
to show up, to volunteer, to
donate, to maintain their membership, etc. We need to know that
we’re all in this together, as
changes are not sustained unless
they come from within.

her series featuring
Detective Inspector
Irene Huss. The
Swedish Club’s own
language teacher,
Laura Wideburg,
prepared the English
translation, released on
Jan. 7.
Tursten visits the Club on Wednesday, Apr. 23.
We’ll serve princess torte and have a wine bar. 7 p.m.
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President’s Message

A

s I look back at what has taken place at
the Swedish Club in 2013, I recall
numerous events: ABBA Night, our National
Day celebration and Swedish Car Show, the
Pea Soup Challenge at the Nordic Exchange,
the “From Sweden with Love” auction, and
the monthly pancake breakfasts, to name just
a few. I appreciate all the hours our volunteers
put in to support these and all of the other
events that took place last year.
Our ongoing “Raise the Roof” campaign
began in late 2012. With the donations received
throughout 2013 and in response to our annual
appeal letter, we have raised around $89,000.
We now know that the initial estimate of
$100,000 is low, so our fundraising efforts will
continue into 2014 with the plan to replace the
roof this coming summer. I am pleased that
many members have responded to the appeal
with a donation to the roof project or the
other two areas of need—general program

support and building improvements. And it’s
not too late to give to our annual appeal.
Formed in the late 19th century, the
Swedish Club has supported and celebrated
Nordic culture for many generations. Chances
are, giving to the Club supports your values
and perhaps even your family’s history and
heritage. If you have not already made a
donation to the Swedish Club, please consider
doing so now. Everyone who donates at least
$1,000 through January 2014 will be invited
to a Donor’s Dinner on Saturday, Feb. 22.
The Club relies on the support of its
members—both in volunteer hours and
monetary contributions—to continue its mission to support Nordic culture in the Pacific
Northwest. I thank you wholeheartedly for
your support.
Brandon Benson
Swedish Club President

SC Announces
News about, or in the interest
of our members...
The Swedish Club announces 1,078
member households.
New Members
Connie Burchill
Suzanne & Tom Burris
Lee Dickey
Kristin Green
Jeff Gustafson & Laura Feola
Susan H. Holt
Floyd U. Jones (Lifetime Member)
Steven Jones (Lifetime Member)
Trent Kristjanson
Jennifer Law & Toby Cohen
Eva Nachmanson
Sten & Nete Olsen
Aaron Olson
Steve Ordal
Judith S. Peterick (Lifetime Member)
Anne Sakrison
Robert Shiffer
Jason Smith
Anne Spears
Grace & Michael Stiller, John Stiller
Sarah Wilmot & Dave Johnson
Jay Winberg
Standing Committee Mtgs.
Building: 1st Tues. of month, 5 p.m.
Fundraising: 2nd Wed. of month, 5 p.m.
Membership: 3rd Mon. of month, 10 a.m.
Volunteers & new members welcome.
More info: contact Kristine Leander.

Friday, Jan. 24. The Old 97.
n Italian barber marries a Finnish woman and his 97th birthday falls on a Friday. So
where does he celebrate? At the Swedish Club, of course. Victor Manarolla is
widowed now, and is accompanied by his son and daughter when he visits the Swedish
Club nearly every Friday evening for Happy Hour. He’s been sidelined by some health
challenges of late, but we’re hoping that he’ll be here to preside over cake for everyone
and a drink in his honor, which we’re naming “The Victor.” Happy birthday, Victor!

A

www.swedishclubnw.org

New address? Send your address
changes or corrections to Swedish
Club, Attn.: Address Change, 1920
Dexter Ave. N., Seattle, WA 98109.
Or you can e-mail to
info@swedishculturalcenter.org.
Let us know if we left out your
information by mistake.
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Amazon will
remember your
selection, and then your
eligible purchases on
AmazonSmile will result
in a donation to the
Club, at no cost to you.
Happy shopping!

Standing
Committee
Meetings

A

ny Swedish Club
member can join a

standing committee.
(Don’t worry, you can
sit down during
meetings.) These groups
meet regularly to
discuss issues important
to the Club and provide
feedback for consider-

The Art of Lifetime Membership

F

our individuals became Lifetime Members in December, increasing this year’s count to eight. Future
newsletters will introduce you to the others, but Judith Peterick has one of the more interesting
reasons for joining.
Judith’s aunt, Anna Richardson, was active in the Swedish Club in the 1970s. She bought Lifetime
Memberships for all of her nephews, but not her nieces—because women couldn’t become members of the
Swedish Club back then. So Judith has now purchased her own!
In addition to Lifetime Memberships for the nephews, Judith’s Aunt Anna also bought chandeliers for the
Three Crowns Dining Room, because she didn’t like the old ones. No doubt she’d be pleased to know her
chandeliers are still in place.
Judith’s mother, Ruth Peterson, started the Club’s arts group, and even saw to it that the Swedish royal
family received some of the Club members’ paintings. Judith is standing in front of her collection of artworks
by both her aunt and mother. Welcome aboard, Judith!

ation by the Board. This
is an important way for
members to be
involved in setting the
Club’s direction, as well
as for the Club to
broaden its decisionmaking and leadership
base.
Building. First
Tuesday of the month
at 5 p.m. (Jan. 7, Feb. 4).
Fundraising. Second
Wednesday of the

Shop at Amazon, Give to the Club

Y

ou’ve heard the phrase “Give till it hurts”? Well, here’s a way to
give that doesn’t hurt at all. Thanks to AmazonSmile, a new

program from Amazon.com, you can support the Swedish Club
every time you shop. To begin, visit smile.amazon.com and sign in to
your Amazon account. Then, in the lower right corner of your

month at 5 p.m. (Jan. 8,
Feb. 12).
Membership. Usually meets the third Monday of the month at 10
a.m. But because of holidays, we’ll meet Jan. 27 and Feb. 24.
Board Meeting. Third Wednesday of the month at 6 p.m. (Jan.
15, Feb. 19).
Volunteers, new committee members, and interested Club

browser window, type “Swedish Cultural Center Inc” in the search

members are always welcome. For more information, contact

box, and click Search. On the next screen, click Select to choose us

Executive Director Kristine Leander at 206-283-1090 or kristine@

as your designated charity.

swedishculturalcenter.org.
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Among the films screening at
the Nordic Lights Film Festival
is Victoria (Norway, 2013), a
sumptuous drama set against
the unforgettable backdrop
of Norwegian fjords and
forests at the turn of the 20th
century. In this handsome
adaptation of Knut Hamsun’s
acclaimed 1898 novel, writerdirector Torun Lian fashions
a timeless romance between
a pair of youthful starcrossed lovers: a landowner’s
daughter, Victoria, and
a miller’s son, Johannes.
Victoria balances its
emotional undercurrent with
a fascinating observation
of 19th-century Norwegian
social mores.

2014 Nordic Lights Film Festival

T

he Nordic Heritage Museum presents the fifth annual Nordic
Lights Film Festival, Jan. 17–19.
This cutting-edge cinematic event offers an immersion into the
world of Nordic films—focusing on contemporary, award-winning
feature-length films, documentaries, and short films from Denmark,
Finland, Greenland, Iceland, Norway, and Sweden.
This is a not-to-be-missed opportunity to watch high-quality
films from the Nordic countries, which often are not released widely

The Changing Face of the Auxiliary

T

he Auxiliary has been an instrumental part of the Club for many
years—raising funds, cooking food, and so on. It’s a club within
the Swedish Club that sets its own goals and determines its own
rules, while loyally and generously supporting the Club. It’s also
been a source of friendship and a micro-community within the
larger group.
But due to changing membership rolls, current Auxiliary members are looking to rebuild. They’re inviting all interested people, male
or female, to join a planning meeting on Saturday, Jan. 18, at 10 a.m.
One model they’ll explore is the idea of becoming a fundraising guild,
similar to the numerous guilds that support Children’s Hospital—each
of which holds at least one annual fundraiser. The Club’s Auxiliary is
interested in holding several such fundraisers every year.
Our Auxiliary members have wisely chosen the goal of every
event they plan being fun. It’s the ideal time to join them in planning
the future. If you would like more information about the Auxiliary
or about the meeting, contact Kristine Leander at 206-283-1090 or
kristine@swedishculturalcenter.org.

www.swedishclubnw.org

in the United States. Ten full-length films and two collections of
shorts will each have one showing during the weekend—all of them
at the SIFF Film Center, located in the Seattle Center near the corner
of Warren Avenue and Republican Street.
Tickets $10, passes $55. For students, Museum members, or
SIFF members, tickets are $8 and passes are $50. To get show
times, view film trailers, and read synopses, or to buy tickets and
passes, visit www.nordicmuseum.org/events.aspx.

Swedes and the Super Bowl

W

e’ll open our bar for Super Bowl XLVIII on Sunday, Feb. 2—if
we have enough interested members to come. The game
starts at 3:30 p.m., after a Swedish pancake Sunday. If you’d like to
watch with friends at the Swedish Club, let us know at least a week
in advance at 206-283-1090 or rsvp@swedishculturalcenter.org.
We’ll be ready with food, drinks, and everything you need for a fun
afternoon of football.

Scholarship Deadline Approaches

H

igh school seniors who live and attend school in King County
are eligible for a Seattle Swedish Community Scholarship—
even if they don’t have Swedish heritage.
You’ll find an application form at www.swedishclubnw.org/
PDFs/SSCS/SSCS_APP_2014.pdf. The deadline is Mar. 31. The
Swedish Club doesn’t fund or administer the scholarships, apart from
hosting the application form online and holding interviews in our
building. So if you need more information, don’t call the Club.
Instead, please write to Seattle Swedish Community Scholarships,
P.O. Box 77313, Seattle, WA 98177.
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A Club with Class(es)
Our language instructors—Laura Wideburg, Jennifer
Hawkins, and Berit Lehner—continue to offer first-rate classes
in 2014. Laura will offer a new class, The Swedes Are Coming. The

Wednesday, Jan. 15. Swedish Film: Svinalängorna (Beyond).
Known for appearing in Ingmar Bergman films such as Fanny
and Alexander, Swedish actress Pernilla August makes her
feature debut as screenwriter/director with Beyond (2010).
Featuring Noomi Rapace (The Girl with the Dragon Tattoo),
this drama recounts a young woman’s experiences growing up
with abuse and alcoholism. $5 donation. 7:30 p.m. 99 min.

first Swedes to emigrate to the United
States settled in what is now Delaware 375
years ago. Now, 4–10 million Americans
claim Swedish heritage. This class will
explore what brought the original Swedes
and what continues to bring them now.
Who have the Swedish-Americans become,
and what role do they play in modern
American culture? This new history class
meets Tuesdays at 7:30 p.m. The cost is
$69 for members.
Language classes, from beginners to
intermediate to advanced, will continue on
weekday evenings. The Thursday drop-in
class is tailored around individual needs, and
there’s a conversational Swedish class on
Fridays, both at 12 noon. See the complete
schedule at www.swedishclubnw.org/

Events/classes.htm. Limited scholarship help
is available in some cases.
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Monday, Jan. 27. Nordiska Folkdancers Open House.
Known for livening up our pancake breakfasts with their charming terpsichorean exploits
and colorful costumes, the Nordiska Folkdancers are inviting all Swedish Club members to
participate with them at their open house, 7 to 9 p.m. at the Club, on the main floor.
They’ll explore set dances (primarily Danish) and mixers. No partner necessary. Refreshments will be provided. Photo: Martin Ng.
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Coming Events at the Swedish Club
Wednesday, Jan. 8.
Book Club.
We’ll discuss The 100-Year-Old Man Who Climbed Out of the
Window and Disappeared by Jonas Jonasson. Read in Swedish or
English, and join us to discuss this quirky novel. 5:30 p.m.
Wednesday, Jan. 8.
Members & Friends Dinner.
We welcome Tom Watson of King County Recycling and Environmental Services. Tom is the EcoConsumer columnist for the Seattle
Times. He’ll speak on “Clothing and Social Justice,” picking up on
themes from the book Fashion Manifesto by Swedish journalists
Sofia Hedström and Anna Schori. Everyone who wears clothing
repurposed from another outfit or purchased secondhand gets one
Viking dollar to spend at the Club. Menu: Roast chicken with cream
sauce, roasted caramelized root vegetables, classic mashed potatoes,
fresh rolls from Byen Bakeri, and for dessert, chocolate almond torte.
$20. RSVP by noon on Tuesday, Jan. 7. Social hour 5:30, dinner 6:30,
meeting 7:30 p.m. Program follows meeting.
Friday, Jan. 10. Second Friday Jazz.
Thanks to the holiday schedule, our First Friday Jazz is the second
Friday in January. Tonight, it’s “Swedish Beatnik Night.” Enjoy a jazz
set by the Dave Dolengewicz Quartet (including some Swedish
tunes) and bring a poem to read. 7:30 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 10.
“Mad Men” Season 6 Begins.

Saturday, Jan. 18. The Auxiliary Meets.
The Auxiliary is a fundraising and fun-raising arm of the Club, like a
club within a club. Join us to help set our course for the year. We’re
open to changing our schedule to accommodate new members.
Welcome! 10 a.m.
Wednesday, Jan. 22. Kafferep.
The fourth Wednesday of the month is our monthly Swedish-style
coffee party with homemade goodies from our best bakers. 2 p.m.
Wednesday, Jan. 22. Finnish Film.
Täynnä Tarmoa (Basket Case). In this tragicomic documentary, a small
town in Finland is forever transformed when the Finnish Basketball
Federation opens up to foreign players. 7:30 p.m. $5. 75 min.
Friday, Jan. 24.
Celebrate Victor’s 97th Birthday at Happy Hour.
How many bars in town have a loyal patron who turns 97? The
evening’s special drink will be “The Victor,” and everyone who
comes gets a piece of his birthday cake.
Friday, Jan. 24. Scandinavian Dance.
Every fourth Friday. Tonight, focus on Danish dances! Music by Folk
Voice Band. $10 for guests, $8 for Club members. 8–10:30 p.m.
Monday, Jan. 27. Nordiska Folkdancers Open House.
7 to 9 p.m. at the Club, on the main floor. Explore set dances
(primarily Danish) and mixers. No partner necessary. Refreshments
will be provided.

The evening you’ve been waiting for! We’ll watch
“Mad Men” every Friday evening at about 7:30, until
the end of the series. Free.
Week of Jan. 14.
Swedish Classes Begin.
Check www.swedishclubnw.org for full schedule of
classes—beginning to intermediate to advanced.
There’s also a class on the history of Swedish-American immigration.
Wednesday, Jan. 15. Board Meeting.
6 p.m. Members always welcome.
Wednesday, Jan. 15.
Weaving Class and Open Studio.
From 6 to 9 p.m., Rachel Keil will direct your
weaving, from novice to experienced weaver.
Wednesday, Jan. 15. Swedish Film.
Svinalängorna (Beyond). Set in 1970s Sweden, this
drama recounts a young woman’s experiences
growing up in a home riddled with abuse and
alcoholism. $5 donation. 7:30 p.m. 99 min.

www.swedishclubnw.org

Friday, Feb. 7. First Friday Jazz.
Tonight’s Happy Hour features Hell’s Bellows—four accordions playing jazz,
classical, modern, and beyond, including a tune by Swedish composer Lars
Hollmer. They’ve been described as “an accordion quartet with the radical idea
that the accordion is just another instrument.” 7:30 p.m.
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Coming Events, cont.
Sunday, Feb. 2. Swedish Pancakes.
Music and dancing, plus authentic Swedish pancakes,
lingonberries, ham, and all the right fixin’s. Music by
Metro Gnomes, Sprida Ut, and Smilin’ Scandinavians. $9 guests, $7 Club members, $5 children 5–12.
8 a.m.–1:30 p.m. Stay afterward for genealogy help
on the lobby floor.
Sunday, Feb. 2. Weaving Class.
From 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., Rachel Keil will direct
your weaving, from novice to experienced weaver.
Every first Sunday. Free.
Wednesday, Feb. 12.
Members & Friends Dinner.

Helping the Club?
We always need volunteers
for events. It’s a great way
to meet other members and
enjoy the activity at the
same time. Nearly every
event at the Club, from
Friday night dinners to
fundraisers, is supported by
volunteers who lend a hand.
Right now, we need
volunteers to help with our
Members & Friends Dinners
and all aspects of our
fundraising events. For
more information, or to
volunteer, e-mail info@
swedishculturalcenter.org
or call 206-283-1090.
Rentals available
at Swedish Club, 1920
Dexter Ave N., Seattle. Call
206-283-1078 or visit
www.swedishclubnw.org/
Venues/venues.htm. If
you’ve been a member for
at least a year, you get a
20 percent discount.
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Dr. Azita Emami, dean of the UW School of
Nursing, is our speaker at the February Members &
Friends Dinner. Although her ethnic heritage is
Persian, she grew up and was educated in Sweden.
Her career includes seven years at the Karolinska
Institutet of Stockholm, where she was an endowed
professor in elderly care research and a senior
lecturer. She will speak on “Sweden’s Health Care
and Welfare System.” RSVP to 206-283-1090 or
rsvp@swedishculturalcenter.org by noon on
Tuesday, Feb. 11. $20. Social hour 5:30, dinner 6:30,
meeting 7:30 p.m. followed by program.
Every Friday
Swedish Kafé & Happy Hour! Smörgås
sandwiches, Swedish meatballs, homemade pastries.
Kafé starts at noon with Chef Ann-Margret
Lightle. Happy Hour, with different entrees each
week, starts at 6 p.m. Jan. 10 & 17: Chef Marcia
Newlands. Jan. 24 & 31: Chef Malin Jonsson.
Check www.swedishclubnw.org for the menu.
Library & Genealogy. Please call to make a
reservation (206-283-1090) or drop in, Fridays, 1:30
to 3:30 p.m.
Matinees. Films with English subtitles. $5 donation. Film: 2 p.m. Come early for lunch in our Kafé
(noon to 2 p.m.).
• Jan. 10. Swedish TV detective show: Maria Wern,
Episode 2: “All the Tranquil Dead.” 90 min.
• Jan. 17. Swedish film: Svinalängorna (Beyond).
99 min.
• Jan. 24. Finnish film: Täynnä Tarmoa (Basket
Case). 75 min.
• Jan. 31: TBD.

Vikings to Volvos. Every Friday, a new film
about Viking history, selected by Larry Johnson.
5:45 p.m. Visit www.swedishclubnw.org for the
complete schedule.
• Jan. 10. The Vikings—NOVA: Part 3. We continue
with this general overview with part 3, settlement and exploration of North America.
• Jan. 17. The Vikings: Norse Gods. Dr. Harl
provides an overview of Viking Age religion.
• Jan. 24. The Vikings: A Revolution in Shipbuilding.
Dr. Harl covers the development of the Viking
long ship.
• Jan. 31. The Great Ships. A 1996 History Channel
release delving into the design and construction
of the Viking long ship.
• Feb. 7. Viking Wars: The Norse Terror. Another
overview of the Viking Age, focusing on military
history. Great computer graphics.
Mark Your Calendars
• Friday, Feb. 21. Live music at Happy Hour
with the band Prom Queen.
• Saturday & Sunday, Mar. 1–2. Antiques &
Great Finds Sale. We’ll take your application
to sell genuine antiques, your attic castoffs, or
handmade items. In conjunction with our
monthly pancake breakfast. Vendors pay $25 plus
10% of sales over $250. See www.swedishclubnw.
org/Membership/forms.htm for the application.
• Friday, Mar. 7. First Friday Jazz. Music by Lushy.
• Saturday, Mar. 15. Nordic Night Talent Show
and fundraiser.
• Friday, Mar. 21. Live Lounge Music. Johnny Astro.
• Friday, Apr. 4. First Friday Jazz. Overton Berry.
• Saturday, Apr. 12, Women’s Hat Luncheon.
• Friday, Apr. 18. Live music with Moonspinners.
• Wednesday, Apr. 23. Book signing with
author Helene Tursten. She’s a Swedish
crime writer whose main character is Detective
Inspector Irene Huss.
• Friday, Apr. 25. ABBA Night.
• Saturday & Sunday, May 3 & 4. Women’s
Clothing Exchange.
• Friday, May 16. Lise Olden from Norway in
concert. Salt cod dinner.
• Friday, June 6. National Day Celebration
with a youth chorus from Sweden. Announcement of Swede of the Year.
• Saturday, June 7. Swedish & Vintage
Car Show.
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