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Arctic Memoirs: Music of Norway at the Club

W
Our Mission
To promote better understanding
between the United States and
the Nordic countries, with
emphasis on Sweden, and to
perpetuate Nordic culture
and traditions through the
teaching, observance, practice
and celebration of this culture
and its traditions.

hen you enjoy a musical
performance at the Swedish
Club, do you ever wonder how we
found the musicians? Sometimes
it’s a straightforward process, but
in other instances the story can be
almost as interesting as the music.
Such is the case with Knut Erik
Jensen and Skogen Sällström, two
young Norwegian musicians who
bring their “Arctic Memoirs” tour
to the Club on Friday, July 11.
Knut Erik Jensen, piano/accordion, and Skogen Sällström, Hardanger fiddle,
will bring a touch of Norway to the Swedish Club on July 11.
The tale begins more than
traditional instrument. In addition to the standard
two years ago, in March 2012,
when Jensen gave a solo classical piano performance four strings of a violin, the Hardanger features four
to five additional “sympathetic” strings that resonate
in the Mostly Nordic concert series at Seattle’s
to create rich and haunting tones. Sällström’s
Nordic Heritage Museum. In the audience were
fiddling blends perfectly with Jensen’s piano and
Swedish Club member Lori Ann Reinhall and
accordion to produce a uniquely Nordic sound.
Executive Director Kristine Leander. Both had
“Our collaboration is totally fresh,” says Jensen,
the same idea.
“What impressed me most about Knut’s music “and this tour will be the very first time we ever
play together as a duo.” Both musicians are versed
was the versatility of his repertoire and the
in both classical and folk music, “a great combinaspontaneous energy he displayed on stage,” says
tion,” and Jensen suggests that the tour is only the
Reinhall. Booking artists all the way from Scandibeginning. You can already find clips of music
navia can require patience, but when Jensen
they’ve recorded together on YouTube as the “Arctic
announced on Facebook that he was seeking dates
Memoirs Project,” and there may be an album
for another Pacific Northwest tour, the Club
somewhere in the future.
sprang into action.
The Seattle segment of the tour kicks off at the
Jensen has toured extensively in the U.S., but
Nordic Heritage Museum at 7 p.m. on Tuesday, July
this time he’s teamed up with Sällström, a talented
8, in a more formal concert setting. Tickets are $12
young violinist who has family ties to Sweden,
for general admission and $10 for Museum memNorway and Alaska. Both musicians studied at the
bers. Then at the Swedish Club on Friday, July 11,
venerated Trondheim Conservatory in Norway.
the duo plans to kick back and focus on Norwegian
They came together when one of Sällström’s
dance music. Come for dinner and drinks at Happy
teachers recommended that the two of them pair
Hour, hear some authentic folk music and meet
up for a school project—resulting in their current
some young enthusiastic musicians, all on a
tour, which they’re calling “Arctic Memoirs.”
summer’s evening. Dinner is served at 6 p.m.; music
A special feature of the duo’s musical magic is
starts at 7:30.
the ornamental Hardanger fiddle, Norway’s

www.swedishclubnw.org

Swedish Club

1920 Dexter Avenue North
Seattle, WA 98109
206-283-1090 Club Business
206-283-1078 Rentals
206-283-2970 FAX
info@swedishculturalcenter.org
rentals@swedishculturalcenter.org
rsvp@swedishculturalcenter.org
weaving@swedishculturalcenter.org
www.swedishclubnw.org
Office Hours
Monday–Friday, 10 a.m.–5 p.m.
Board of Directors
President Brandon Benson
Vice President Paul Heneghan
VP, Facilities Larry Johnson
Treasurer Don Wahlquist
Secretary Vi Reno
Directors: Lyle George, Mary Hillman,
Chris Jones, Mary McCann, Angela
Nelson, Kristina Nordstrom, Rebecca
O’Briant, Larry Omdal, Sonja Richter,
Per-Ola Selander, Kathryn Summers
board@swedishculturalcenter.org
Club Operations
Executive Director Kristine Leander
Event/Office Coord. Eva Larson
Rentals/Facil. Mgr. Doug Newlands
Club Historian
Aina Oscarsson
Swedish Club Guild
Co-Chair Patricia Salt Charles
Co-Chair Vinda Sund
Secretary Rotating
Treasurer Jean Wirch & Alana
		Brandstrom
Swedish Women’s Chorus
Marta Schee martaschee@gmail.com
Svea Male Chorus
Bob Reetz rebert1@msn.com
Swedish Club News
Editor: Kristine Leander
Copy Editor: Martin Stillion
Swedish Club News (USPS 533-750)
is published monthly as part of
yearly membership dues at $15 per
person, per year, by the Swedish
Club, 1920 Dexter Ave. N., Seattle,
WA 98109-2795. Telephone is
206-283-1090. Periodicals postage paid at Seattle, Washington.
Postmaster: send address changes
to Swedish Club News, 1920 Dexter
Ave. N., Seattle, WA 98109-2795.

Deadline for material for
the next issue is
July 15.

Bring articles into the office or fax
to 206-283-2970. You may also
e-mail articles to
kristine@swedishculturalcenter.org.

2

Club Notes

T

he issue of gun violence in America came a
bit closer to the Swedish Club in the past
few months. It’s often a theme when Swedes
and Americans discuss the differences in their
respective societies. Stricter gun laws in Sweden
combined with more gun training mean that
even in a country that values hunting and
where a number of residents own guns, the
random shootings we experience are a shock to
Swedes. Swedish tourists have been known to
ask us at the Club if they will be safe from
gunfire when they tour downtown Seattle.
Then on June 5, the issue suddenly hit a lot
closer to home. A gunman began shooting at
students at Seattle Pacific University, just 1.1
miles from the Club. The Swedish Club hires
students from Seattle Pacific as our maintenance
crew. After determining that our students were
safe, we shuddered for other families as we
listened to the parade of sirens going in both
directions past our building.
A week later, a group of Club members
asked me whether the Club could have a
conversation on the topic of guns in America.
As mentioned, guns are treated much differently
in Sweden—more sanely, we allege—where
gun ownership is a privilege, not a right. The
gun license is obtained from the police.
Applicants must be in good standing, at least 18
years of age, and either belong to an approved
shooting club for at least six months or pass a

hunting examination (jägarexamen). It’s illegal
for civilians to carry a firearm unless there is a
specific, legal purpose, such as hunting, going to
a shooting range, etc.
“Wow, wouldn’t those rules be good here?”
the members asked me. Their voices join others
who are increasingly frustrated by the cost to
our citizens of our American gun practices. In
the same week as the SPU shooting, two other
young innocent victims were also shot on a
Seattle street. Answers are hard to come by, but
for many of us, the issue is too vital to leave it
to the politicians to solve.
The Club members who came together
after the SPU shooting asked me—and so I’m
asking you—can the Swedish Club have tough
conversations about a contentious topic, such
as the place of guns in American society? Can
we learn from a society 9,000 miles away, but
close to our hearts, about how that society
manages guns?
If you want to join a discussion to learn
more about Sweden’s relationship to guns, you
are invited to send me an e-mail at kristine@
swedishculturalcenter.org or call me and say,
“Yes, let’s talk about how Swedes manage their
guns and whether there is anything we can
learn about the Swedish approach.”
K ristine Leander
Executive Director

President’s Message

Y

ou know that the pancake breakfasts held
at the Swedish Club 11 times a year are very
successful at raising money. But you might not
know they’re getting less successful at cooking
pancakes, because one of our five grills doesn’t
heat evenly. We’re not even sure how old this
grill is; it might be older than the building itself.
A lot of effort and money has been spent to
correct the problem, but nothing has worked—
so it’s time to replace it.
The Club Guild is raising funds for a new
grill, starting with $2,000 it had already raised.
Guild volunteers collected donations at the
June 1 breakfast and other Club activities, and
also sent a letter to solicit funds.

Facilities Manager Doug Newlands and
pancake breakfast volunteer coordinator Bob
Blair have identified possible replacement grills.
But when I last checked with the Guild, they
still needed to raise about $2,000, which they
hope to collect in time to install a new grill
before the next pancake breakfast on Aug. 3.
I would like to thank the Guild for their
hard work on this project, and for accomplishing so much in a short period of time. I also
would like to thank everyone who has contributed to this effort to replace the grill.
Brandon Benson
Swedish Club President
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Parking on Dexter Avenue

T

he Swedish Club members who chose, half
a century ago, to buy the land for our
building and three parking lots were nothing
else if not visionary. We’re extremely fortunate
to have those lots today. The
lot south of the Club,
on the west side of
Dexter Avenue,
has always been
available for
neighbors and
others to rent for
parking, either daily
or long term. We recently
turned over the management of that
lot from our staff to Diamond Parking. This
does not change our use of it, but it reduces
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the staff’s work to rent it out, and means that
the lot is better maintained and more attractive. Most important, it means increased
income for the Club.
Diamond handles the lot
on weekdays from 6
a.m. to 6 p.m. But if
you display a
Swedish Club
decal on your car,
you can park there
for free when you
have Club business on
weekdays. Parking is still
free after 6 p.m. Pick up your decal at
the Club office. Even if you don’t need it for
parking, it’ll help promote the Club.

Saying Goodbye

T

he Swedish Club had to say goodbye and
The other stalwart person we’ll miss is
thank you to two great members this
Alan McCool. He came to us some years
past month. Jennifer Hawkins has been a
ago, offering to do genealogy research for
Swedish language instructor for the Club and
Swedish Club members. He’s faithfully offered
a member of the Swedish Women’s Chorus
two hours a week to members to drop in or
for several years. We can hardly find fault
come by appointment, and it’s been a
with her reason for leaving us: she’s moving
wonderful service for them.
back to Sweden!
Through the birth of his baby daughter,
Often, Americans will move to Sweden,
Oona—who used to accompany him when she
put down roots and then return to America.
was very, very little—and his successful fight
But just as often, the lure of Sweden pulls them with brain cancer, Alan has been faithful to his
back again.
Friday commitment. But
Jennifer initially
his reason for moving on
moved there at
is just as understandable as
19, married and
Jennifer’s. Namely, he and
had children. But
his family have moved to
several years ago,
the north end, and the
she traveled to
commute is too difficult.
Seattle to learn
Thank you, Alan, for
about her options Jennifer Hawkins and Alan McCool have
serving our members for
made
their
presence
felt
at
the
Club.
here (and even
these years. Our commitvisited us at the
ment to offer genealogy
Club on a scouting mission). She moved here,
services to our members will continue. The
and we appreciated her language and singing
Swedish-Finn Historical Society, which rents
skills very much. But Sweden calls, and Jennifer office space from the Club, will provide
and her partner, Kimball, are moving to
genealogy research for our members on
Göteborg, where she has a teaching job.
Mondays and Thursdays from 9:30 to 12:30,
Goodbye and good luck, Jennifer. Thank you
on Wednesdays from 2 to 5 p.m. and on
for being part of our community.
pancake Sundays from 1 to 3 p.m.

www.swedishclubnw.org

SC Announces
News about, or in the interest
of our members...
The Swedish Club announces 1,023
member households.
New Members
Bonnie & Craig Battles
Jennie Drazen
Jennifer & Neal Garone, Christian
and Alix Garone
Joan Gordon & Richard Pigion
Charlene Hall & Paul Bieker, Will and
Leo Bieker
Cinda Johnson
Richard Logan
Amanda Mayo
Laura McLeod
Håkan Olsson
David Peterson
Mark & Marlyn Thorpe
Deaths
Inga Bolang
Robert Gustafson
Standing Committee Mtgs.
Building: First Tuesday of the month
(Aug. 5, Sept. 2), 5 p.m.
Fundraising: Fourth Wednesday (July
23, Aug. 27), 5 p.m.
Membership: Third Monday of the
month (July 21, Aug. 18), 10 a.m.
Guild: Fourth Saturday of the month
(July 26, Aug. 23), 10 a.m.
Volunteers & new members welcome.
More info: contact Kristine Leander.
New address? Send your address
changes or corrections to Swedish
Club, Attn.: Address Change, 1920
Dexter Ave. N., Seattle, WA 98109.
Or you can e-mail to

info@swedishculturalcenter.org.
Let us know if we left out your
information by mistake.
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Swede of the Year: 2014

A

t the Swedish Club’s June 6 National Day dinner,
Syrene Forsman was announced as the 2014
Swede of the Year. The honor is given to a person or
couple whose generosity of spirit is an example to
others in the Club. The tradition began in 2008 with
the selection of
Jane Isakson
Lea.
While the
Swede of the
Year is often
someone who
has made
generous
financial gifts
to the Club,
the factors of
volunteer time
and attention
to the Club’s
needs are also considered. Syrene is a familiar face
when there’s a volunteering opportunity. In addition, her particular gift to us was her insistence that
she wanted to donate to the Club on a regular basis,
not just during the annual appeal. The office developed a system to accept regular credit card donations, which is now an option for any member.
Thank you, Syrene, for your example of generosity
toward the Swedish Club!

Practice Your Soccer Vocabulary
True, Sweden didn’t reach the
World Cup this year, and the U.S. is
out, but there’s always 2018. Until
then, here’s a selection of Swedish
fotboll terms to keep you occupied.
Goalie
Teammate
Coach
Referee
Free kick
Red card
Offside
Stoppage time
Kick-off
Throw in
Goal

målvakt
medspelare
tränare
domare
frispark
rött kort
offside
övertid
avspark
inkast
mål

Save
Cross into
goal area
Header
Win
Lose
Tie/draw
Score a goal
Dribbler
Shoot
Keep possession
Attack
Get him!
Shoot!
Out
Penalty
Foul!

räddning
inlägg
nick
vinna
förlora, bli slagen
spela oavgjort
göra mål
dribblar
skjuter
håller i bollen
anfalla!
ta honom!
skjut!
ut!
straff!
frispark

In Memoriam

T

he Swedish community of Seattle has lost one of its greats. After a full and fulfilling
life in Seattle and Bellevue, Inga Bolang passed away on June 24. Born in Åby,
Sweden, in 1925, she went to nursing school and graduated with her full nursing degree.
She worked for several years in the district hospital, met a young engineer named Per
Bolang on a blind date—and, according to family lore, “they were never separated again.”
When the aircraft industry lured Per to the United States in 1958, Inga was a young
wife caring for their two small children and didn’t speak a lick of English. They intended
to stay a couple of years, but Inga soon made her mark on the community as a volunteer
in their church and children’s schools and as a model of Swedish domesticity. She was a
talented baker and beautiful weaver, and kept a fantastic garden.
Eventually, she began volunteering at the Nordic Heritage Museum, and when the
Swedish Club membership began to grow again, Inga and Per turned their attention to
the Club. They selected the modern furniture for our library in 2012, and paid for most
of it. Inga also brought the most fantastic baked goods to the monthly Kafferep. We’ll
miss her around the Club, but perhaps we can take a lesson: you build your legacy by
doing what you love to do, and bravo for blind dates.
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State of Sweden: 2014
June 6, 2014
A disturbing result in the EU election a week ago was the
Dear Swedes in Seattle,
increased number of votes for the nationalistic parties. Their common
This report comes to you directly from Stockholm by e-mail, as I
theme is isolation, and their goals include stopping immigration and
couldn’t make it back to Seattle in time to be with you at the
integration. The ideas of some of these parties have similarities with
Swedish Club tonight.
the Nazi Party in the 1930s. The Swedish nationalistic party, Sverige
To sit in Stockholm to write it the same day as you will
Demokraterna, did go from 0 to 2 seats in the EU parliament, and you
celebrate the National Day in Seattle means, however, that you will
see the same trend all over Europe.
have a spanking fresh report and hopefully some pictures.
This is for all of Europe a disturbing development. It is partly a
Let me start with the early arrival of summer. My car therresult of a dramatic increase in immigration from the Middle East and
mometer shows 87°F right now. Stockholm has over the last two to
Africa over the last 10 years and the clash of very different cultures.
three weeks looked as if it had relocated to the French Riviera. The
It is also a result of the economic crisis that is still holding big
restaurants› outdoor seating areas all over town are packed with
parts of Europe in its grip and making it difficult also for the “old
people in shorts and T-shirts, and the beaches are crowded. Can this Europeans” to find work.
last all the way through the July vacation period? The papers are full
The economy in Sweden, however, is still good, and Sweden
of weather speculations and projections.
stands out as the country in Europe that weathered the great
The second issue I would like
recession the best. The health of
to bring up is the upcoming general
Swedish companies and the
election in September and the
banking system is very good, and
chance that Sweden will have a
the country has a positive budget
new government after the election.
balance as well as a positive trade
As you might know, the EU
balance. The economy is slowly
just had a general election of its
picking up speed.
parliament. All the member states,
So you would think Swedes
including Sweden, elected represenshould be quite happy with their
tatives. Each EU country elects a
government, especially if they
certain number of representatives
compare with the rest of Europe.
based on its population.
The current government, “The
The election of the EU parliaAlliance,” has been in power for
ment is totally separate from the
eight years, and I think that they
election of the Swedish parliamight have lost some of their
ment. But, since the same parties
energy. I also think that the
Immigrants are part of the changing face of Sweden.
participate in both elections, the
country feels it is time for change.
way Swedes voted in the EU election last week is an interesting
Unemployment is still higher than normal in Sweden, and it is
measure of the current political wind in Sweden and an indicaparticularly high among young people and immigrants.
tion of how the September election might go. (Only about 50
Sweden used to have a very small population of immigrants, but
percent of the Swedish voters participate in the EU election,
over the last 25 years the percentage has grown from less than 5
compared to more than 80 percent in the Swedish parliamentary
percent to well over 20 percent. Sweden has quickly gone from
election. Therefore you cannot use this to make an exact
being a homogeneous society to become very diverse. It has opened
projection.)
its doors to refugees from all the war-torn countries in the Middle
The EU election was a setback for the parties that form the
East and northeast Africa. The bulk of these immigrants are Muslims.
current Swedish government. If the result of the EU election
No country in Europe has been good at handling these integraindicates how people will vote in September, Sweden will have a
tion issues, and I think that Sweden has underestimated the problems
new government then.
that this large influx of people with a very different background
According to the polls, the Social Democratic Party, together
would cause.
with the Green and the Left parties, holds a commanding lead over
The major parties in Sweden both on the left and the right sides
the current government, which is a coalition between the Moderate, are united in their commitment to keep the doors open for refuges
Liberal, Center and Christian Democratic parties.
and to fight the potential risk that many immigrants might be treated
Things can change before September, but for now it seems as if
as second-class citizens.
the opposition›s lead is increasing rather than narrowing.
Continued on p. 6

www.swedishclubnw.org
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STATE OF SWEDEN		
Cont. from p. 5
They realize that the immigrants are of increasing importance
for the growth of the economy. Although unemployment is still high
among them, they are an increasingly important part of the workforce. The service and health care sector is getting increasingly
dependent on them, and in some sectors more than 50 percent of
the workforce consists of immigrants or children of immigrants.
I have spent National Day in Rinkeby outside of Stockholm.
More than 90 percent of its population are immigrants, and most of
them have their roots in Somalia.
Since the question of how to help and integrate the “New
Swedes” is becoming a core issue in the upcoming election, the
candidates are trying to show that they represent the solution. I spent
the day in Rinkeby to hear several leading politicians participate in the
National Day celebrations and present their ideas. The major speaker
was Stefan Lofven, leader of the Social Democrat Party and the likely
Swedish prime minister after the September election.
I was interested, as my company in Sweden is developing an
apartment building in this area, and the three major issues in this
election are unemployment, shortage of housing and immigration.
The housing shortage is really a shortage of rental apartments,
particularly in growing cities like Stockholm, Göteborg and Malmö.
In Stockholm today there is a waiting list of well over 350,000
people looking for a rental apartment, and the average waiting time
once you sign up is five to six years.

This situation is curtailing growth in the larger cities and is a big
issue in this year’s election.
Our company is one of the leading developers and owners of
rental apartments in the major cities, and I am trying to bring some
U.S. ideas and concepts to Sweden to help figure out how to solve this
problem. Therefore we are following what politicians say and trying
to give them new ideas. We are, for example, hosting an official
delegation from the government and the City of Stockholm there in
Seattle, and a few months ago we had another delegation here.
There are many other things going on in Sweden today, but as it is
an election year, I think these are the most significant ones right now.
I would, however, add that Stockholm today is as beautiful as it
has ever been. There is a lot of activity here. The infrastructure is
being built out with extended subway tracks, a huge brand new
Karolinska Hospital is under construction and a whole new “Science
City” is being built next to the new Karolinska. This is the biggest
construction site in Europe.
With the exception of housing, Stockholm, Göteborg and
Malmö are building aggressively for the future, and as the country
has its finances in good order, I think that I dare finish by saying: the
state of our old homeland—the Kingdom of Sweden—is very good.
L ars Jonsson
Chairman and CEO, Stellar Holdings
Swedish Honorary Consul to the States of Washington and Oregon

Coming Events at the Swedish Club
Tuesday, July 8.
“Arctic Memoirs” at Nordic Heritage
Museum.
Norwegian duo Skogen Sällström (Hardanger fiddle) and Knut Erik Jensen (piano/
accordion) perform their interpretation of
folk tunes known as Slåtter alongside
popular works by Ole Bull, Edvard Grieg
and contemporary composer Sturla Eide. $12
for general admission, $10 for Museum
members. 3014 NW 67th, Seattle. 7 p.m.
Wednesday, July 9.
Members & Friends Dinner.

Tuesday. 206-283-1090 or rsvp@
swedishculturalcenter.org.
Thursday, July 10.
“Welcome to Sweden” on TV!

Wednesday, July 16. Swedish Film.
1939. World War II through the eyes of a
Stockholm waitress. 193 min. 7:30 p.m. $5
donation.

Our annual pizza & potluck dinner just got a bit more special:
We’ll have chicken wings too. You bring salad or dessert and $10.
Our program is “Social Media and Me”—an introduction to the
social media scene in general and our Facebook pages in particular. Jessica Hall, communications manager for Washington STEM,
will discuss the role of social media in clubs such as the Swedish
Club. Our Facebook manager, Tess McMillan, will tell us about
our own Facebook page. Social hour 5:30 p.m., dinner 6:30,
meeting and program 7:30. Please register for dinner by 12 noon
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NBC series “Welcome to Sweden”
premieres in the U.S. at 9 p.m. A New
York man moves to Sweden for the love
of his life, only to discover that—
whoa—Sweden is different from
America.

Friday, July 11. Vikings TV series!
We’ll start Season 1 of “The Vikings” TV
series. Goes for 9 weeks. 5:45 p.m.
Friday, July 11.
“Arctic Memoirs” at the Club!
Norwegian pianist and accordionist extraordinaire Knut Erik Jensen
amazed the audience when he performed classical music at the
Nordic Heritage Museum’s “Mostly Nordic” series. Now he and
Skogen Sällström, Hardanger fiddle, will perform at Happy Hour for
us, from Grieg to folk music. 7:30 p.m.
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Coming Events, cont.
Wednesday, July 23.
Kafferep.
Monthly Swedish-style coffee party with homemade goodies from our best baking members. 2
p.m. Everyone is welcome.
Wish List
Do you have any of the
following? If you are not
sure whether what you
have to donate to the Club
will be useful, call the staff
and ask.
• If you have extra
frequent flyer miles,
consider donating them
to the Club. We can add
them to trips being
raffled off or auctioned,
to help us raise funds.
• “Classy” items to auction
or raffle off
• Do you have books your
family no longer needs?
The Swedish Club will
hold a “Swedes Read”
book sale on Pancake
Sunday, Sept. 7. We hope
to have 1,000 books for
sale, either paperback or
hardback. Scandinavians
are voracious readers,
and perhaps you have
books to give away or
share with others? We’ll
take any books at all for
the Swedes Read sale.
You may drop them off
whenever the building is
open. Donated books
will be evaluated first for
our own library and
then offered for sale if
we can’t use them. At the
end of the sale, unsold
books will be donated to
other book sales,
principally the Seattle
Public Library’s annual
book sale.

Friday, July 25. Aallotar at Happy Hour.
Finest Finnish folk from violinist Sara Pajunen and
accordionist Teija Niku. 7:30 p.m.
Sunday, Aug. 3. Swedish Pancakes.
Live music and dancing, plus authentic Swedish
pancakes, lingonberries, ham, and all the right fixin’s.
$9 guests, $7 Club members, $5 children 5–12. 8
a.m.–1:30 p.m. Stay afterward for genealogy help
from the Swedish-Finn Historical Society on the
lobby flor.
Mondays, Wednesdays, Thursdays
Genealogy Research. The Swedish-Finn
Historical Society, which rents office space from the
Club, will provide genealogy research for our
members on Mondays and Thursdays from 9:30 to
12:30, on Wednesdays from 2 to 5 p.m. and on
pancake Sundays from 1 to 3 p.m.
Every Wednesday
Fiber Arts Open Studio. 1 to 6 p.m. Weaving,
knitting, sewing, etc. Instructor: Lisa Jansson.
Every Friday
Swedish Kafé & Happy Hour! Smörgås
sandwiches, Swedish meatballs, homemade pastries.
Kafé starts at noon with Chef Ann-Margret,

and just for the summer, Chef Malin. Happy
Hour, with different entrees each week by our
chefs, starts at 6 p.m. Check www.swedishclubnw.
org for the menu.
Matinees. Films with English subtitles. $5 donation. Film: 2 p.m. Come early for lunch in our Kafé
(noon to 2 p.m.).
• July 11. Icelandic film: The Sea. Comedy, sexy,
drama about a family who own a fishing
company. 109 min.
• July 18. Swedish film: 1939. World War II through
the eyes of a Stockholm waitress. 193 min.
• July 25. Danish film: Twist & Shout. Danish teens
come of age in 1963. 99 min.
Vikings to Volvos. Every Friday, a new film about
Viking history. 5:45 p.m. Visit www.swedishclubnw.org
for the complete schedule.
• July 11. “The Vikings” TV series from the History
Channel starts and runs through the summer.
Friday TV. We’re watching Borgen, an award-winning
Danish TV series about politics. Around 7:45 p.m.
Helping the Club?
Rentals available at Swedish Club, 1920
Dexter Ave N., Seattle. Call 206-283-1078 or visit
www.swedishclubnw.org/Venues/venues.htm. If
you’ve been a member for at least a year, you get a
20 percent discount.

Friday, July 25. Aallotar at Happy Hour.
Aallotar is a freshly minted transatlantic collaboration between violinist Sara Pajunen (Minnesota) and
accordionist Teija Niku (Finland). The ensemble is founded on the common musical ground the women
share, but also revels in the cultural differences born when a lineage is separated by an ocean and the
passage of time. 7:30 p.m.

www.swedishclubnw.org
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Nice Wheels

A

lways proud of their country’s reputation for
engineering, Swedes don’t need much of an

incentive to show off their cars. The Swedish Club
offered them one anyway: $25 O’Reilly Auto Parts
gift cards for the category winners in our sixth
annual Swedish Car Show. Held on Saturday,
June 7, the show attracted 20 great-looking cars.
Judges Gary Ramstad, Ingvar Carlson and
Ralph Kosche had their work cut out for them.
Their selections were as follows:
Best Volvo. Carl Selden, gray 1967 Volvo
1800S, Port Moody, B.C. Sponsored by the
Puget Sound Volvo Sports America club.
Best Saab. Bill Frenette, red 1968 Saab
model 96, Seattle. Sponsored by the Northwest
Saab Owners club.
Best American. Richard Charles, yellow
1968 Ford Mercury Cougar. Sponsored by the
Swedish Club.
Forty-three attendees also cast their votes for
the People’s Choice award, sponsored by the
Swedish Club. The winner was John Vinson from
Eastsound, Orcas Island, Washington, with his light
green 1967 Volvo 122S, nicknamed “El Volino.”
This last vehicle bears some explanation. It’s a
Volvo sedan converted to a pickup truck, using
parts from four different Volvos and requiring 160
man-hours to complete. Vinson used the rear
fender wings from an 1800S sports car to complete
the top of the truck bed, and added custom details
such as a sun visor for the windshield and an old
Swedish brass “Göteborg” name plate.
In addition to the cars
entered in the competition,
Austin Davenport, sales
coordinator at Bob Byers
Ravenna Volvo, came along
to show the new 2014 S60
sedan and V60 sports
wagon. It added up to a
fun and patriotic way to
wrap up our National Day
festivities for 2014.
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Top: Carl Selden
came down from
British Columbia
to show off his
gray 1967 Volvo
1800S. Middle:
Bill Frenette’s red
1968 Saab model
96 is beautiful
inside and out.
Bottom: A Volvo
pickup? Somehow
John Vinson made
it happen.
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