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Get Hooked on Weaving

W
Our Mission
To promote better understanding
between the United States and
the Nordic countries, with
emphasis on Sweden, and to
perpetuate Nordic culture
and traditions through the
teaching, observance, practice
and celebration of this culture
and its traditions.

eaving has been a part of human
culture since the beginning of time.
Even the Vikings wove their clothes, as well
as the fabric used in their ships’ sails.
Sweden’s history of weaving includes a long
tradition of loom building. Just as weaving
skills were passed down from one generation
to another, woodworkers also carried on the
tradition of building looms.
The Swedish Club is fortunate to have a
19th-century Swedish floor loom, given to
us in 2009, as well as newer looms, including
a Swedish Glimåkra, also donated to the Club
in recent years. They’re not just for decora- Top: Grace and John Stiller
tion—we’ve begun a series of weaving
admire the Club’s
collection of looms, while
classes to put the looms to practical use.
Syrene Forsman describes
Most classes start off with learning to the old Swedish floor
set up and warp your loom. But Lisa
loom that accompanied a
young bride to America
Jansson, our new fiber arts instructor,
when she immigrated in
believes in getting you started with the fun the 1800s. Grace has
parts. Once you’re hooked, she’ll teach you weaving experience. John,
her son, is a recent
how to prepare your loom. Lisa’s new
graduate of PLU in
weaving classes will begin June 7 and run
physics. We wish him well
every Saturday in June, from 10 a.m. to noon. in his graduate studies in
The cost is $60 for Swedish Club members Oregon—where he
probably won’t have much
and $80 for non-members. You can rent a
time for weaving. Right:
loom from the Club or use your own loom. One possible new project
You’ll find the registration form on our Web for our weaving class is
this Swedish apron.
site, or you can call the office to request a
form. (Instructor Rachel Keil is also still involved
with our weaving program.)
Lisa is also offering an open studio every
ur three Swedish teachers, Jennifer
Wednesday afternoon for doing any fiber arts. Do
Hawkins, Pia Nyström and Laura
you like to knit, crochet or embroider in a group?
Wideburg, are offering a chance for you to
Please join us. Or perhaps you want to learn these
practice your Swedish this summer. Classes (three
skills, or impart what you know to others. In either
beginning, two advanced and one conversation)
case, please join us any Wednesday afternoon from 1 begin in mid-June and run through August. All our
to 6 p.m. For more information, contact weaving@
classes will be taught by more than one teacher, as
swedishculturalcenter.org.
Continued on p. 2

Summer Fun: Swedish Classes
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Club Notes

W

hat isn’t growing is dying. There’s no status
quo. So a therapist told me one time. And
it holds true for organisms, people, relationships,
businesses, clubs and what have you.
There’s no denying that the Swedish Club is
still growing. Our enrollment fluctuates every
month, but that just indicates how prompt you
are in renewing your memberships. Our programs are growing and our budget is growing.
Nevertheless, it’s always timely to ask what we
are growing toward. You know, the vision thing.
What are we and where are we going? What do
we see on the horizon for our Club?
Perhaps it’s easier to first say what we’re
not. We’re not a drinking club, though we do
have a bar and it’s a social draw. We’re not an
old people’s club, though different age groups
gravitate toward different activities. We’re not a
community rental venue, although we rent
rooms for events and we depend on the
funding that comes from rentals. So what are
we? The one answer I hear consistently from
you is that we are a social and cultural center
for the Nordic-American community, with a
primary focus on Sweden. That means that the
social and fun aspects are important, but so are
the cultural and heritage aspects. We have fun
at our Lucia Bal, just as we’ll have fun at the
upcoming National Day and Midsommar
dinners. And at most activities, you can be sure
that you’ll meet old friends and experience
traditions in common with our cousins and
friends in Sweden.
To further explore what we are, allow me
to describe several relevant components of the
typically Swedish mindset. A recent article in
The Christian Science Monitor Weekly titled
“The Nordic Way” (May 12, 2014) described a
philosophical commitment to equality. Since

Viking times, Scandinavians have organized
themselves in flat hierarchies. In our more
segmented, class-conscious American context,
Nordic egalitarianism expresses itself in
cooperation across these social divisions.
American-style political gridlock is inconceivable in Sweden, because groups don’t form to
get their own way. In the same way, Swedish
Club members are open and accepting of
everyone, and while age groups may gravitate
to one activity or another, everyone is welcomed and valued in every activity. And we all
look out for the overall interests of the Club.
Another quality of modern Swedish life is
expressed as lagom—such a uniquely Swedish
idea that the word has no English equivalent. One
etymological translation, said to go back to Viking
times, is “around the team,” meaning enough food
or drink for everyone at the table. Lagom is “just
enough,” “not too much or too little,” “just right,”
“enough to go around,” “fair share.” It doesn’t have
the negative connotation of “only just sufficient”;
rather, it expresses pride in being adequate to meet
the need. It indicates balance.
Perhaps as Americans, we can identify with
“virtue in moderation.” This also describes the
Swedish Club. We don’t strive for the fanciest
or the best, but for lagom in all things. Together
lagom and cooperation, or equality and fairness,
amplify the vision for the Club.
I hope you will join me in affirming that
we are a social and cultural center for the
Nordic American community with a primary
focus on Sweden, and that we hold to the
Nordic principle of treating everyone with
equality and fairness.

CLASSES		 Cont. from p. 1
Jennifer will be moving to Sweden in July! We
wish her all the best and we will miss her!
Please welcome the newest member of our
team, Pia Nyström!
Our courses this summer are as follows:
Beginning Swedish I starts Tuesday, June
17, at 7:30 p.m.
Beginning III starts Tuesday, June 17, at 6:30 p.m.

Beginning IV starts Monday, June 16, at
6 p.m.
Advanced A (Sommarhuset) starts Tuesday,
June 17, at 6 p.m.
Advanced C (Expert) starts Monday, June 16,
at 7:30 p.m.
Conversation starts Friday, June 6, at noon!
Please check swedishclubnw.org/Events/
classes.htm for more details.

K ristine Leander
Executive Director
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President’s Message

T

he mission of the Swedish Club appears
on the front page of every Swedish Club
News. One way we carry out that mission is
by providing financial and physical support to
the community. There are a number of ways
this support is manifested at the Club.
From inside the Club, our monthly
pancake breakfast is a fundraising activity. But
from outside, the breakfasts are an affordable
meal in a lively atmosphere where children
are welcome. Ask any parent—that’s a benefit
to the community. When other nonprofits ask
us for help with their fundraising raffles or
auctions, we donate tickets to our pancake
breakfast. We also offer a reduced rate for
Nordic organizations interested in holding
meetings or events in our building—which
equals more benefits to the community.
Here’s another benefit: Every year, the
Swedish Club awards a one-quarter tuition
scholarship to a student in the Scandinavian
Studies program at the University of Washington. We’ll present this scholarship to our
latest recipient, Cornelia Janze, on June 12.
We’ve also begun helping out at the
Millionair Club Charity (founded by Swedish
immigrant Martin Johansson in 1921), which
serves hot breakfasts and lunches five days a
week to the needy in downtown Seattle.
Once a year, the Swedish Club provides both
the food for one hot lunch and the volunteer

labor to serve it. (Of course we serve
meatballs.)
Last winter, the youth of Our Redeemer’s
Lutheran challenged us to help them collect a
pair of socks for each homeless person in
Seattle. That’s an estimated 2,594 men,
women and children. They’re on their feet all
day, and their only pair of socks may be wet,
especially during Seattle’s rainy winter. The
Club volunteered to collect 10 percent of the
socks needed, or 260 pairs. We accepted
donations at the Members & Friends Dinner
and other Club events. Our Redeemer’s youth
picked up the socks and forwarded them to
Compass Center. Speaking of clothes, for two
years now the Swedish Club has held a used
women’s clothing sale in the spring. We take
donations of clothes for the first part of the
year, hold the sale in May and give the
leftovers to Dress for Success.
These are examples of Swedish Club
activities, with the help of its members,
which support the Nordic and greater Seattle
communities. Swedes are generous people,
and we intend to keep on helping others.
Thanks to all of the members who have
pitched in for each of these activities. If you
want to help next time, let us know.
Brandon Benson
Swedish Club President

SC Announces
News about, or in the interest
of our members...
The Swedish Club announces 1,020
member households.
New Members
Jacalyn Brudvik & Jeffrey Hamlett
Christian & Dianne Hansson
Lars & Anne Jenner
Matt & Tyra Kennedy
Lynn Matthews
Victoria Steed
Michael Uetz
Janet Westin
Deaths
Douglas Damm
Standing Committee Mtgs.
Building: First Tuesday of the month
(June 3, July 1), 5 p.m.
Fundraising: Fourth Wednesday
(June 25), 5 p.m.
Membership: Third Monday of the
month (June 16), 10 a.m.
Guild: Fourth Saturday of the month
(June 28), 10 a.m.

In Memoriam
The musicians and folk dancers at the
Swedish Club—and those of us who enjoy
their music—were saddened by the recent
untimely death of violinist Greta Steed.
Born in Vancouver to Norwegian parents
who had immigrated following the war,
Greta moved with her family to the U.S.
when she was a youngster. She played the
violin in elementary, junior high and high
school bands and then the Seattle Youth
Symphony. Greta’s relationship with her
violin lasted all of her life and gave her great
enjoyment. Despite lifelong health challenges, she was a strong woman with many
accomplishments, and she is greatly missed.

www.swedishclubnw.org

Volunteers & new members welcome.
More info: contact Kristine Leander.
New address? Send your address
changes or corrections to Swedish
Club, Attn.: Address Change, 1920
Dexter Ave. N., Seattle, WA 98109.
Or you can e-mail to

info@swedishculturalcenter.org.
Let us know if we left out your
information by mistake.
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National Day Dinner: June 6

According to Elna, in 1951 Walter Johnson, the famous Scandinavian Studies professor at the University of Washington and a
t’s been six years since Sveriges nationaldag fell on a Friday, as it
friend of Elna’s father, thought it was high time Seattle had a Swedish
does in 2014. So this year is our first chance to combine our
women’s chorus. After all, the Svea Male Chorus was already 46
annual National Day celebration with our Friday Happy Hour,
years old at the time. Under the Swedish Club’s sponsorship, the
instead of partying on the nearest Saturday as we’ve been doing.
Women’s Chorus organized and became the first female chorus
Historically, this date was celebrated for the first time in 1916,
admitted to the American Union of Swedish Singers, joining the
marking the day in 1523 that Gustaf Vasa, founder of the Swedish
Western Division in 1972 and the National in 1978.
nation, rode into Stockholm to be crowned king, ending the Kalmar
Elna remembers that the Chorus of 30 women really enjoyed
Union with Denmark. The day also commemorates the establisheach other’s company and had good times at the old Swedish Club
ment of the Swedish constitution in 1809.
downtown. Their first director was Carl Zeed. Elna began singing
These days in Stockholm on June 6, King Carl XVI Gustaf and
second soprano but later moved to alto (and what an alto she is!).
Queen Silvia mark Swedish National Flag Day at the open-air museum, What’s the secret of her longevity? She laughingly says, “I started
Skansen, where they raise the flag and celebrate with Sweden’s
as one of the original chorus members and they haven’t thrown
citizens. The King presents flags to various
me out yet!”
service organizations, the flag is flown on all
Elna was born
public flagpoles and buildings, and there are
Elna Person in Seattle
parades, music and speeches in most commuin 1933. After
nities.
emigrating from
If you own a Swedish flag, you surely
Skane, her father’s
ought to display it on June 6. And if you
parents met in
come for our National Day Dinner, you’ll
Tacoma, married and
receive your own flag. Our RSVP-only
had 10 children. Her
dinner will be in the dining room, in place
father was a profesof our regular Happy Hour—so if you’re in
sor of English at the
the habit of dropping by spontaneously for
University of
a Friday night meal, we won’t be able to
Washington and sang
oblige you with anything more than a
with Svea. She
Inga and Per Bolang were our 2013 Swedes of the
sandwich or a cup of meatballs in the bar.
graduated from
Year—a well-deserved honor for two strong supporters
in the Swedish community. Every year the Swedish Club
If, however, you pony up with $25 and
Lincoln High School
honors
one
or
two
people
for
their
generosity
of
spirit
reserve a seat for the National Day dinner,
and went on to the
toward the Club and the community. Past winners were
you’ll enjoy a catered smörgåsbord from
University of
Jane Isakson Lea (2008), Jon and Carina Halgren (2009),
Archipelago Catering, plus a dance program
Washington, earning a
Birgit Amundson and Bengt Hag (2010), Brandon Benson
(2011), and Flo and Martin Larsson (2012). The 2014
by Nordiska Folkdancers; a report on the
degree in Swedish.
announcement will be made at the National Day dinner
state of Sweden; awards by the Swedish
After teaching in
on June 6. We hope many of you will be there to help us
Women’s Chorus, including one from the
California for a year,
honor another worthy, generous person in our Swedish
Club community.
American Union of Swedish Singers; and of
she returned to
course, the best-kept secret: the announceSeattle and married
ment of the Club’s Swede of the Year. Social
Bob Ryan. Together
hour starts at 6 p.m., with dinner at 6:30 and the program
they have four children. Elna
following dinner.
enjoyed nursing home work while
We’re still having our car show on Saturday, June 7, so be sure
their children were growing up.
to return to the Club to view classic Swedish and American cars
In addition to singing, Elna has
and enjoy more Swedish food from noon to 4.
danced for many years with
Skandia Folkdance. She’s traveled
twice to Sweden to visit relatives.
he Seattle Swedish Women’s Chorus, which rehearses in our
Elna is the envy of the current
building, is actually older than the building itself. Yet one of the
chorus because she knows all of
group’s founding members, Elna Ryan, is still singing with the
the Swedish melodies and lyrics by
chorus. She was just a high school student when she and her
heart. According to the other
mother joined. And 63 years later, her voice is as strong as ever!
members, “She is our treasure!”

I

Elna Person Ryan, Alto Extraordinaire

T
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Several Ainas, Several Oscarssons

H

ow many times is Club historian Aina Oscarsson surrounded by people who share her name? Well, it happened at

a recent pancake breakfast. One of our newest pancake volunteers
is Aina Swartz, on the left. She was named for her great-grandmother, who is no relation to Aina Oscarsson. Still, we were
delighted to introduce the two Ainas to each other. Aina Swartz is
the daughter of Kit and Chanya Swartz, and she’s studying
Swedish in one of our language classes.
Also on hand that day was Aina Oscarsson’s grandson, Josef
Oscarsson—named for his grandfather, who used to be general
manager of the Swedish Club. Josef is occasionally a volunteer at the

Little Malin Halse enjoys pancakes at the Swedish Club. Her

Club. Lots of history in this photo!
Speaking of pancakes, here’s the schedule for the rest of 2014:
July: No breakfast

Oct. 5

Aug. 3

Nov. 2 (Also, Scandinavian Holiday Bazaar)

Sept. 7

Dec. 7

bib proclaims: “I’m so cute, I must be Swedish!” She’s being
held by farfar Tom Halse and farmor Jeneé Halse. Malin is the
daughter of Katie and Erik Halse.

Lifetime Members
Lani and Larry Johnson are two of our newest
Lifetime Members. Both are architects at the Johnson
Partnership, where they prove that a married couple
can successfully work together. Lani grew up in
Lahaina, Maui, Hawaii, and Larry is a Seattle native—
but both graduated from the Architecture School
at the UW in 1976. Lani has provided environmental
planning consultation and manages the Johnson
Partnership’s planning work. Her specialties include
complex urban and shoreline projects. Larry works
in community and regional planning, residential and
commercial architecture, historic preservation, and
project management, and maintains a continuing
interest in architectural history and design. Larry is
also the vice president for facilities at the Swedish Club
and heads up the Building Committee. Their son Lewis
rounds out their family. They took this selfie on their
40th wedding anniversary.

www.swedishclubnw.org
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Swedish Club’s
CLASSIC

Car Show
Saturday, June 7
12 noon–4 p.m.
In celebration of Swedish National Day (June 6)

Enjoy classic Swedish and
American cars and Swedish
food and drink in our lounge.

The Swedish Club
1920 Dexter Ave. N., Seattle 98109
(on the east side of Queen Anne Hill)
www.swedishculturalcenter.org

206-283-1090
FREE PARKING
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Swedish Club Members: To enter, contact Gary
at ramslfp@hotmail.com or 206.365.6913.
june 2014

Coming Events at the Swedish Club
Friday, June 6. National Day Dinner.
Sweden’s Nationaldagen has become a Seattle tradition. We’ll have a
catered smörgåsbord dinner by the Swedish caterer Archipelago
Catering, plus a dance program, a report on “the State of Sweden” and
the announcement of Swede of the Year. $25. RSVP (required) at 206283-1090 or swedishclubnw.org. Social hour 6 p.m., dinner 6:30 p.m.
Saturday, June 7.
Annual Classic Swedish and American Car Show.
Swedes celebrate National Day on June 6, but we celebrate on the
weekend! Swedish and American car show
from 12 noon to 4 p.m. The bar is open for
Swedish food and drinks from 12 noon on.
Vote on Best Volvo, Best Saab, Best American
Car, and People’s Choice.
Saturdays, June 7–28. Weaving Class.
Learn to weave on your loom or one of ours.
Looms will be pre-warped and you’ll learn to
weave a sampler of 8 patterns in four weeks.
Cost $80 ($60 for Club members). 10 a.m. to
noon. See our Website for registration form:
swedishclubnw.org/PDFs/Weaving%20
Registration.pdf. For more information,
e-mail weaving@swedishculturalcenter.org.

There). Family film about 9-year-old Elina, who is a member of the
Finnish-speaking minority living in northern Sweden in the 1950s.
$5. 7:30 p.m. 74 min.
Friday, June 20. Midsommar Food & Dance.
Chef Malin & Ann-Margret will make typical Swedish midsommar
food and we’ll dance around the midsommar pole. Come at 4 p.m.
and help us decorate it. Bring flowers from your garden too! A
traditional smörgåsbord of Swedish summer food at 6 p.m. Please
prepay by calling the Club with your credit card: $25.
Last year nearly 100
people enjoyed the
summer smörgåsbord
prepared by chefs AnnMargret Lightle and
Malin Jonsson. You’re
invited to attend again
this year—but due to
the popularity of the
event, we must have
your paid reservation in
advance. Contact us at
206-283-1090 or rsvp@
swedishculturalcenter.
org for your tickets.

Wednesday, June 11.
Members & Friends Dinner.
Seattle Pacific University Professor Cinda Johnson
will speak on “Comparing Education and Social
Policy: A Graduate Course in Uppsala, Sweden.”
Social hour 5:30, dinner 6:30, meeting & program
7:30. $20. Please register for dinner by 12 noon
Tuesday, June 10.
Sunday, June 15. Vasa Park Midsummer.
A traditional midsummer festival for local Swedes
and their friends. Outdoor celebration of Swedish
culture. Music, dance, food and more: www.
vasaparkresort.com. The Swedish Club and the Guild
will have a table, so stop by and say hello! Free. 3560 W.
Lake Sammamish Parkway SE, Bellevue. Starts at 9 a.m.
Monday, June 16.
Swedish Language Classes Start.
Beginning, advanced and conversational Swedish
classes run till Aug. 22. Check the schedule: www.
swedishclubnw.org/Events/classes.htm.
Wednesday, June 18. Swedish Film.
Elina—Som om jag inte fanns (Elina: As If I Weren’t

www.swedishclubnw.org

Have Stove, Will Pancake

T

he Swedish Club Guild, the fundraising club within the Club, is raising money
for a new range for the first-floor kitchen at the Club. Guild members Sonja
Richter and Vinda Sund are demonstrating that the range top can no longer
reach the optimum temperature for frying pancakes—which slows down service
for the 900-plus guests at our pancake breakfasts. The Guild will match any
donation made to the new stove campaign, up to a total of $2,000. If you’d like to
donate, and double your money thanks to the Guild, please send your donation
to The Swedish Club Guild, 1920 Dexter Ave. N., Seattle, WA 98109.
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Coming Events, cont.
Wednesday, June 25. Kafferep.
Monthly Swedish-style coffee party with homemade goodies from our best baking members. 2
p.m. Everyone is welcome.
Friday, June 27. Gardening Party!
One of our Board members, Sonja Richter, is
heading up a spring gardening spruce-up party at
the Club. Bring your own gloves and tools, or
borrow from us. Please let us know if you can be
there. The hours are short and sweet, from 2:30 to
4:30 p.m., and you can clean up and be ready for
Happy Hour afterward. RSVP: 206-283-1090 or
rsvp@swedishculturalcenter.org.
Friday, June 27. Scandinavian Folkdance.
Dance to live music from 8 to 10:30 p.m. Dance: $8
members, $10 guests. For information, contact Pat
McMonagle at pat@folkdancing.com.

Helping the Club?
Rentals available
at Swedish Club, 1920
Dexter Ave N., Seattle. Call
206-283-1078 or visit
www.swedishclubnw.org/
Venues/venues.htm. If
you’ve been a member for
at least a year, you get a
20 percent discount.
Wish List. Do you
have any of the following?
If you are not sure whether
what you have to donate to
the Club will be useful, call
the staff and ask.
• Yard waste bags
• “Classy” Items to auction
or raffle off
• Airline miles to add to
trips to be auctioned or
raffled off
• Used books for our
“Swedes Read” book sale
coming up in the fall
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Sunday, June 29. Skandia Midsommarfest.
Sponsored by Skandia Folkdance
Society. This is the most colorful and
best musical event of the year! Held at
St. Edwards Park in Kenmore. The
Club will need volunteers to staff our
booth. Starts at 11 a.m. and goes till 6
p.m. Dancers, musicians, vendors,
food, etc. A wonderful event! Let the
office know if you can help staff the
Swedish Club table.

week by our chefs, starts at 6 p.m. Check www.
swedishclubnw.org for the menu.
Library & Genealogy. Please call to make a
reservation (206-283-1090) or drop in, Fridays, 1:30
to 3:30 p.m. After June, genealogy moves to a
different day of the week.
Matinees. Films with English subtitles. $5 donation. Film: 2 p.m. Come early for lunch in our Kafé
(noon to 2 p.m.).
• June 6. Norwegian film: Reprise. About identity,
friendship and madness. 105 min.
• June 13. American film: Anna Christie. This 1930
film contains Greta Garbo’s famous line: “Gimme
a whiskey…and don’t be stingy, baby.” 89 min.
• June 20. Swedish film: Elina. 74 min.
• June 27. Swedish film: Elvira Madigan. About a
Danish tightrope walker in the late 1800s. 91 min.

Friday, July 4. Fourth of July at
the Club.
Absolutely the best spot in Seattle for
President Brandon Benson will show his 1973 1800 ES
watching fireworks. Barbecue dinner.
Volvo in the car show on June 7. Other members are
Live band—Lushy—for dancing. Fun for
invited to show their Swedish or classic American cars.
all ages. Bring your friends. Cost
For information, contact Gary Ramstad at 206-365-6913
or ramslfp@hotmail.com.
depends on whether you’re a member
and whether you reserve an outdoor
seat to watch fireworks: $35 to $50. Reservations are
Vikings to Volvos. Every Friday, a new film about
first come, first served. Free parking. 6:30 p.m. RSVP:
Viking history. 5:45 p.m. Visit www.swedishclubnw.org
206-283-1090 or rsvp@swedishculturalcenter.org.
for the complete schedule.
Every Wednesday
• June 6. The Vikings–From Varangians into
Fiber Arts Open Studio. 1 to 6 p.m. Weaving,
Russians (Dr. Harl).
knitting, sewing, etc. Instructor: Lisa Jansson.
• June 13. The Normans Part 1 (Kultur. 2008).
• June 20. The Normans Part 2.
Every Friday
• June 27. The Normans Part 3.
Swedish Kafé & Happy Hour! Smörgås
sandwiches, Swedish meatballs, homemade pastries.
Friday TV. We’re watching Borgen, the award-winKafé starts at noon with Chef Ann-Margret
Lightle. Happy Hour, with different entrees each
ning Danish TV series about politics. Around 7:45 p.m.
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