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Our Mission
To promote better understanding
between the United States and
the Nordic countries, with
emphasis on Sweden, and to
perpetuate Nordic culture
and traditions through the
teaching, observance, practice
and celebration of this culture
and its traditions.

Meet the Spokes Man

V

eteran cyclist and Club member Mark Hillman will tell us
about his latest Nordic cycling adventure on Friday, Nov. 14.
Last spring Mark, who’s Finnish-American, cycled 900
miles across and around southern Finland, where he encountered “politicians, czars, battlegrounds, burial grounds, campgrounds and playgrounds.” His trip took in the unused bunkers
at Virolahti near the Russian border, the Czar’s fishing villa,
Russia’s last occupied area in Finland, a 1952 Olympics cottage
and finally Finland’s fantastically beautiful “Scandinavian Islands.”
His talk will include photos and a description of how easy (or
difficult) a Nordic cycling adventure can be for anyone.
Mark will have some touring bikes and equipment at his
talk, and he invites others to bring their bicycles. He’ll offer
On Mark’s bicycle adventure
through southern Finland, he even advice on equipment, preparation and navigation. Having heard
met Finland’s new prime minister
Mark talk about cycling in Finland before, we’ll also look forward
and fellow cyclist, Alexander Stubb
(above left), who was “bicycling for to his thoughts on current Finnish culture and why Finland is a
great place for a cycling tour. 7 p.m. Free.
votes.”
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Club Notes

T

his month’s column about news at the Club
will respond to some questions or comments we’ve received lately.
Why do you sometimes run out of
food on Friday evenings? We don’t always
run out of food, but we always try to almost
run out. Since we serve dinner only once a
week, we have no use for what’s left over, so
we prepare only what we think we’ll sell. If we
have leftover food because we guessed wrong
on how many of you will eat dinner, chances
are we’ll lose money on our food service that
evening. To be cost effective, we also have only
one chef on for Friday evenings, and there’s no
one in the kitchen making more food. (Otherwise we’d have to charge more for each
dinner.) Taking Friday evening RSVPs doesn’t
work well for us, since in the past we were
caught in the situation of saving food for
someone who reserved dinner, but didn’t show.
We plan to have enough food for all of our
diners who come between 6 and 8 p.m., but it’s
always a guessing game to make enough
delicious Swedish food for everyone without
charging outlandish prices.
Who are the children and parents who
seem to take over the Club every
Sunday morning? That’s one of our rental
clients, the Swedish School (Svenska
skolföreningen i Seattle). It’s for children ages 3
and up, and is designed to improve the language
and cultural identity of the children of Swedish
citizens. It meets three Sundays out of four each
month during the regular school year—for
obvious reasons, however, not on our pancake
Sundays! When they are here they take over

every nook and cranny of our space, with
parents hanging out in the lobby and children
meeting everywhere, even in hallways. Rentals
are important to the bottom line of the Swedish
Club (providing around 42 percent of our
budget) and the Swedish School is one of our
favorite clients.
Why do you ask for membership cards
when we enter the bar or pay for our
pancake breakfasts? At the bar it’s part of
complying with Washington state rules governing the sale of alcohol. At the pancake breakfast
it’s to give preferential treatment to our members: not only a reduced price for pancakes, but
a shorter line too. It’s also a way to remind
members that it may be time to renew.
Just as the Department of Licensing insists
on up-to-date licenses, we also believe that even
if you’ve paid for a membership in the past,
you’re not entitled to membership benefits if
you’re not a current member. Please show your
card or allow us to look you up in the database.
I’ll end with a question for you. Bernice
Lindberg sent in a donation to the Swedish
Club building committee. Her letter mentions that
she just turned 100 and has attended hundreds of
Club functions. She is glad we went back to the
name Swedish Club and wishes we’d go back to
having news from Sweden in our newsletter. So,
I’ll put that challenge out to all of you. Is there
anyone who wants to report “News from
Sweden” in the monthly newsletter? Thanks,
Bernice, for your donation and suggestion!
K ristine Leander
Executive Director

President’s Message

L

Doug Newlands and the rest of the Swedish

pancakes for dinner and a live auction, this

lieutenants, Sonja Richter and Vinda Sund,

event raised money for Swedish Club activities

were the center of the wheel, so to speak, and

and building maintenance. To the Nines would

Desiree Goble always goes above and beyond

not have taken place without the many hours

in managing behind the scenes. I would also like

put in by Kristine Leander, Eva Larson,

to thank volunteers Jolene Aldridge, Birgit

ast month, the Swedish Club held its To the
Nines fundraising event. Beyond being a fun

evening with a silent auction, games, Swedish

Club staff, as well as our volunteers.
Gala Chair Judy Cooper and her two
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Amundson, Sandy Arildson, Jason
Asmundson, BJ Bergvinsson, Allison Bishop,
Bob Blair, Connie Blair, Richard
Charles, RC Charles, Edla Deppman,
Olga Draskovic, Diana Erickson, Bob
Erickson, Syrene Forsman, Monica
Ghosh, Chris Jones, Kelli Kamel, Berit
Lehner, Lisa Peterson, Patricia Salt
Charles, Marta Schee, Aina Swartz,
Jana Skillingstead, Bob Steed, Nancy
Stromsem, Jan Sullivan, Erik Sund,

Gary Sund and Stan Winblad for their help
before, during, and after the To the Nines
event. (Names of Club members are boldface.)
Finally, thanks also to all of the members
and supporters of the Swedish Club for their
donations—both cash and items for the silent
and live auctions. The Club relies on this
strong member support.
Brandon Benson
Swedish Club President

It takes a
village to put
on an auction,
it seems.
Thirty-five
volunteers
worked to
make To
the Nines a
successful
event for
the Club and
a very fun
evening for
the 110 guests.

What’s My Line?

R

emember the old TV game where
celebrity panelists would question
contestants to guess their occupation? And
the more outlandish the occupation, the better? Well, we won’t be playing What’s My
Line at the Volunteer Appreciation dinner on
Thursday, Nov. 20, but we’ll be honoring the
various and sundry roles that volunteers
employ in their donation of hours and skills
around the Swedish Club.
You’re invited if you have volunteered
for any of these: pancake breakfasts; office
work; event registration, promotion, setup
or coordination; yard cleanup; envelope
stuffing; auction planning and/or execution;
committee work; library organization;
weaving support; closet cleanup; floral
display; genealogy research; folkdance
instruction; music—or any of the myriad
other ways that volunteers help us keep the
Club running.

While it’s up to each “boss” to make sure
that his or her team is invited, sometimes we
miss people, so if you have volunteered for the
Club in any capacity in the past 12 months,
please consider yourself invited to the dinner
on Thursday, Nov. 20. It’s a Thanksgiving style
dinner and we must have your RSVP by
Tuesday, Nov. 18. You may bring a guest who
hasn’t volunteered, but we’ll ask you to pay
$20 for that person’s meal.
We’ll announce the Volunteer(s) of the
Year at the dinner. Last year’s honorees were
Alan Brandstrom and Jan Sullivan, who
work in our office every week to send out
membership reminders, letters, cards, etc. One
volunteer told us last year, “No one treats their
volunteers like the Swedish Club does!” We
aim to uphold that tradition. Please come so
we can honor your work all year to keep the
Swedish Club running and the community that
gathers here vibrant and lively.

www.swedishclubnw.org

SC Announces
News about, or in the interest
of our members...
The Swedish Club announces 1,002
member households.
New Members
Jennifer Chandler
Jeffrey Cook & Erik Birkeland
Donald Dahlgren
Judith DeFord
James & Sonja Dodge
Craig French
Matt Gubitosa
Sara Hansen
Marlow Harris & Jo David
Lauren Knox
Becky Larson-Risser
James Lopez-Baird & Danielle Stoeck
M.J. Marvin & Shawn Marvin
John Maynard & Sally Annabella
Jane Mjolsnes
Shyril O’Steen
Daniel Pickard & Beth Young
Fredrik Ryden
Rebecca Staffel & Eric Berg
Annie Syberg
Holly Shull Vogel & Kathy Abascal
Elisabeth Nordstrom Yonker
Deaths
Jarene Lundh
Norman Westerberg
Standing Committee Mtgs.
Building: First Tuesday of the month
(Nov. 4, Dec. 2), 5 p.m.
Finance: First Wednesday of the
month (Nov. 5, Dec. 3), 5 p.m.
Membership: Third Monday of the
month (Nov. 17, Dec. 15), 10 a.m.
Guild: Fourth Saturday of the month
(Nov. 22, 10 a.m.; Dec. 17
holiday supper),
Volunteers & new members
welcome. More info: contact
Kristine Leander.
New address? Send your address
changes or corrections to Swedish
Club, Attn.: Address Change, 1920
Dexter Ave. N., Seattle, WA 98109.
Or you can e-mail to
info@swedishclubnw.org.
Let us know if we left out your
information by mistake.
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In Memoriam

W

e were saddened to
learn that Norm
Westerberg, consul
emeritus of Finland for the
State of Washington, passed
away on Oct. 16. Born in
Detroit, Norm was raised and
educated in Finland, and
served in the United States
Army. He was active at the
Nordic Heritage Museum,
and was a true “bridge
builder” for the local Finnish
and Swede-Finn communities.
During the Second World War, both Norman and his wife,
Benita, were part of the great children’s transport, Operation Finska
Krigsbarn, when between 1939 and 1945 some 80,000 Finnish
children were sent to Sweden, Denmark and elsewhere, to protect
them while their nation’s soldiers fought Soviet and German forces.
Ten-year-old Norm and his brother Sven lived with a Lundén family
in Sweden. The experience of these children is portrayed in the film
Mother of Mine. In honor of Norm and Benita, the Swedish Club
will show Mother of Mine at our regularly scheduled third Wednesday film night on Nov. 19.

with the best in
outdoor clothing and
gear, or Scandinavian
Specialties
Specialties, the
family-owned
purveyor of fine
Scandinavian goods
from Finland,
Sweden, Norway,
Denmark and
Iceland. She chose Scandinavian Specialties, and visited the store at
6719 15th Ave. NW in Seattle’s Ballard neighborhood, where owner
Bjorn Ruud made the presentation. Colleen Schepman won the
second prize of a Kindle Fire HDX, and Heather Thorslund won a
year’s worth of Swedish pancakes for two at the Swedish Club.

SCANDINAVIAN

First-Time Winner

O

ur annual raffle brings in needed funds, and it’s also fun for
those who enjoy a wee bit of gambling while supporting the
Swedish Club. This year’s raffle netted around $4,000 for the Club
and was a new experience for the grand prize winner, Carla
Burgason—namely winning! She reported that until she won the
$500 gift certificate, her name had never been drawn for anything
but jury duty.
As the winner, Carla had a choice about where to spend the
$500: Fjällräven, the Swedish outdoor store in downtown Seattle
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Donate Your Vehicle to Help the
Swedish Club, and Get a Tax Deduction

G

ot a Volvo or Saab gathering dust? Or any other car? Or even
a boat you’re not using? You can donate it to benefit the
Swedish Club.
We’re working with Donate For Charity to make vehicle
donation simple for you and maximize the benefit for the Club.
Here’s what you need to know:
• Your vehicle can be running or not.
• It will be picked up free of charge at your home, office, dealership
or repair shop. You don’t have to be present for the pickup.
• You will qualify for a tax deduction of $500 or the auction sale
price of your vehicle, whichever is greater.
When you’re ready to donate your vehicle, call Donate For
Charity toll-free at 1-866-392-4483, or donate online at www.
donateforcharity.com. And don’t forget to name the Swedish Club as
the beneficiary.
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Thanks to Our Donors
Individual “To the Nines”
Donors
Lennart Akerlund
Birgit Amundson
Brandon Benson
Per Bolang
Alana Brandstrom
Arlene Burton
Judy Cooper
Diana Erickson
Syrene Forsman
Lyle George
Joan Gordon
Lola Gracey
Liv Frioli
Jon Halgren
Paul Heneghan
Mark & Mary Hillman
Beverly Huchala
Christine Ingebritson
Curtis Jacobs
Lisa Jansson
Chris Jones
Kelli Kamel
Judith Lackstrom
Donna & Todd Larson
Martin & Florence Larsson

Kristine Leander
Berit & LeRoy Lehner
Pat Lundgren
Lena & Bob Mann
Lars Matthiesen
John Maynard
Mary McCann
Kristina Nordstrom
Erik & Virginia Olson
Christian Omdal
Larry & Desiree Omdal
Aina Oscarsson
Georg & Nina Pedersen
Mark Pomerantz
Sonja Richter
Patricia Salt Charles
Marta Schee
Monica Schilling
Karen Shaw
Ed Shulda
Bob Steed
Byron Strange
Nancy Stromsem
Janice Sullivan
Gary & Vinda Sund
Andrejs Udris
John & Mary Wictor

Corporate Donors
All Vovo
Anthony’s Restaurants
Bluewater Distilling
Burke Museum
Chateau Ste. Michelle
Cuttysark Nautical Antiques
& Flags
Frihet Vasa Lodge
Gård Vintners
Goodwill Industries
International
The Harbor Club
Heavy Restaurant Group
Hotel Ändra
Ivar’s
Kenmore Air Harbor, Inc.
Ladywell’s Vitality Spa & Sauna
Lake Union Charters & Adventures
Macrina Bakery and Café
Maryhill Winery
Mirabella Seattle
MOHAI
Nielsen’s Pastries
Nollie’s Café
Nordic Heritage
Museum

Nordic Maid Ltd.
Old Ballard Liquor
Pacific Northwest Ballet
Pacific NW Life Stories
Pacific Science Center
Pizza Hut
Ray’s Boathouse
Seattle Art Museum
Seattle Mariners
Seattle Symphony
Swedish Club Board
Swedish Club Guild
Swedish Medical Center
Swedish Women’s Chorus
Theo Chocolate
Tom Douglas Restaurants
Vesterheim NorwegianAmerican Museum
Wild Salmon Seafood Market
Woodland Park Zoo

Coming Events at the Swedish Club
Friday, Oct. 31. Halloween at the Club!
How about dressing up for a real Halloween party? Music by the popular band Spyrographs. Cover by donation: $10. Food available for dinner too. Our usual Happy Hour
starts at 6 p.m. in the Vasa Room on the ground floor. Music starts at 8 p.m.
Saturday, Sunday, Nov. 1 & 2. Holiday Bazaar.
Swedish rock ’n’ roll singer Linda Lundquist performs at our bazaar midday on Saturday!
Holiday shopping at its best, with vendors selling handmade and/or Nordic items. Special
area to buy first-rate holiday gifts for friends and family. $1 entrance donation. Hours:
Saturday and Sunday, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Sunday, Nov. 2. Swedish Pancakes.
Live music and dancing, plus authentic Swedish pancakes, lingonberries, ham and all
the right fixin’s. Music by Nordiska, Lilla Spelmanslag, and Smilin’ Scandinavians. $9
guests, $7 Club members, $5 children 5–12. 8 a.m.–1:30 p.m. Stay afterward for
genealogy help in our lobby.
Wednesday, Nov. 5. Thinking About Our Future: Eastside.
This meeting is held in Bellevue for the convenience of our Eastside members. All
members are invited to one of a series of discussions to start the conversation about our
greater future. 7 p.m. RSVP if you can attend: rsvp@swedishclubnw.org or 206-2831090. Bellevue Library: 1111 110th Ave. NE, Bellevue, WA 98004.

www.swedishclubnw.org

Wednesday, Nov. 12.
Members & Friends Dinner.
Kurt Armbruster, author of Before Seattle
Rocked, on the history of music in Seattle.
He will highlight the history of Swedish
singing groups. RSVP by Tuesday: rsvp@
swedishclubnw.org or 206-283-1090. Social
hour 5:30, dinner 6:30.
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Friday, Nov. 7. Jazz by a “Seattle Treasure.”
Music by Overton Berry, Seattle’s legendary soul jazz pianist. 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday, Nov. 12. Book Club.
We’ll discuss Leading by Design: The IKEA Story, by Bertil Torekull.
Read in English and join us to discuss. 5:30 p.m.
Friday, Nov. 14.
Nordic Cycling Adventure.
Join us to hear cyclist Mark Hillman discuss Finland’s politicians,
czars, battlegrounds, burial grounds, campgrounds and playgrounds.
Mark has ridden thousands of miles in Finland, and tonight he’ll
discuss equipment, preparation and navigation. Free. 7 p.m.
Friday, Nov. 14. Scandinavian Folkdance.
Dance to live music from 8 to 10:30 p.m. Lesson: $5 members, $7
guests. Dance: $8 members, $10 guests. For information, contact
pat@folkdancing.com.
Wednesday, Nov. 19. SC Board Meeting.
Members are welcome. 6 p.m.
Wednesday, Nov. 19. Finnish/Swedish Film.
Äideistä parhain (Mother of Mine). One child’s story of the great
children’s transport, Operation Finska Krigsbarn, when Finnish
children were taken to neutral Sweden and placed with families
during World War II. 111 min. 7:30 p.m. $5.
Thursday, Nov. 20.
Volunteer Appreciation Dinner.
If you’ve been a volunteer at the Swedish Club in the past year, we
invite you to a dinner in your honor. Turnabout is fair play! Tonight
we make you a delicious dinner. Social hour 6, dinner 6:30. We will
endeavor to invite every volunteer, but if you haven’t gotten your
invitation, contact your Board member or staff person “boss” for an
official invitation. If you bring guests, we respectfully ask you to pay
$20 for their dinner. RSVP to 206-283-1090 or rsvp@swedishclubnw.
org by Tuesday, Nov. 18.
Friday, Nov. 21. Third Friday Poetry & Jazz.
An evening of poetry and jazz just before Thanksgiving seems just right.
A poetry group from Wallingford will come to read, but you’re invited
to share your favorites too. Jazz by the Jason Parker Quartet. They are
mellow and gracious, perfect to usher in the season. 7:30 p.m.
Saturday, Nov. 22. The Guild Meets.
The “not-just-for-women” fundraising and fun-raising club within
the Club meets. Everyone is welcome. 10 a.m.
Wednesday, Nov. 26. Kafferep.
Monthly Swedish-style coffee party with homemade goodies from
our best baking members. 2 p.m. Everyone is welcome.
Wednesday, Nov. 26. Swedish Bingo.
Members are welcome. Make your Thanksgiving pies earlier in the
day and enjoy the evening with Swedish bingo! 7 p.m.
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Wednesday, Nov. 26. Finnish Film.
Risto Räppääjä ja viileä (Ricky Rapper and Cool Wendy). Family
musical comedy about identity. Finland’s most-watched domestic
film in 2012. 72 min. 7:30 p.m. $5.
Friday, Nov. 28. Swedish Club CLOSED.
We’re taking the day off. Also closed on Dec. 26.
Every Wednesday
Fiber Arts Open Studio. From 1 to 6 p.m. Weaving, knitting,
sewing, etc.
Lilla Fredag. Our bar is open for Swedish pea soup, homemade
limpa bread and libations. 5:30 p.m. First Wednesday of the month:
Trivia Night. Last Wednesday of the month: Bingo!
Every Monday, Wednesday, Thursday
Genealogy Research. From the Swedish-Finn Historical Society
in our lobby. Monday & Thursday 9:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m., Wednesdays
2 p.m.–5 p.m. and every Pancake Sunday!
Every Friday
Swedish Food: Kafé & Happy Hour! Friday Kafé includes
smörgås sandwiches, Swedish meatballs and homemade desserts,
prepared by Chefs Ann-Margret and Malin from noon to 2 p.m.
Evening food with different entrees each week by our chefs at 6 p.m.
Menu: www.swedishclubnw.org.
Matinees. Films with English subtitles. $5 donation. 2 p.m. Come
early for lunch in our Kafé (noon to 2).
• Oct. 31. Danish film: De grønne slagtere (The Green Butchers).
Dark comedy. 100 min.
• Nov. 7. Swedish film: Kopps (Cops). Small-town police seek to
make their jobs more secure. 90 min.
• Nov. 14. Simon och Ekarna (Simon and the Oaks). Two boys
come of age during World War II. 122 min.
• Nov. 21. Äideistä parhain (Mother of Mine). Finnish children are
relocated to Sweden during World War II. 111 min.
• Dec. 5. Risto Räppääjä ja viileä (Ricky Rapper and Cool Wendy).
Musical comedy for the family. 72 min.
We’re All Vikings Now. In November, we’re again watching The
Vikings syllabus of DVDs and films, “Vikings to Volvos.” For
complete schedule, see swedishclubnw.org/Events/Vikingfilms.htm.
Starts around 5:45 p.m.
• Nov. 7. Journey of Man, Part 1. Traces the path of our ancestors,
starting with the Bushmen of Africa. 40 min.
• Nov. 14. Journey of Man, Part 2. Tracing the outward journey
from Africa. 40 min.
• Nov. 21. Journey of Man, Part 3. The events in Kazakhstan, where
our ancestral chain split. 40 min.
Friday TV. We’re watching Season 2 of the award-winning Danish
TV series about politics: Borgen. Around 7:45 p.m. Free.
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Christmas Schedule

Sunday, Dec. 7. Luciafest with UW students.

Friday, Dec. 19. Lutfisk Dinner. Get your lutfisk
either Swedish or Norwegian style, from guest chef
Bjarne Varnes. Meatballs as well. $25. RSVP required:
206-283-1090 or rsvp@swedishclubnw.org.

Friday, Dec. 12. Julbord for lunch & dinner; Lucia

Friday, Dec. 26. Closed.

makes an appearance.

Wednesday, Dec. 31. New Year’s Eve Ball.

Friday, Dec. 5. Julbord for lunch & dinner.

at the

SWEDISH

CLUB

Helping the Club?
Rentals available at
Swedish Club, 1920 Dexter
Ave N., Seattle. Call
206-283-1078 or visit
www.swedishclubnw.org/
Venues/venues.htm. If
you’ve been a member for
at least a year, you get a
20 percent discount.
Wish List
Do you have any of the
following? If you are not
sure whether what you
have to donate to the Club
will be useful, call the staff
and ask.
• If you have extra
frequent flyer miles,
consider donating them
to the Club. We can add
them to trips being
raffled off or auctioned,
to help us raise funds.
• “Classy” items to sell,
auction or raffle off.
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Second Chance on
Auction Items

D

id you miss our auction gala,
To the Nines? For various

reasons, several fantastic gift
certificates weren’t listed for
bidding that night and are now for
sale. The first person to call and
offer the price listed for each
certificate will win it. You’ll be
supporting the Club while getting a Swede deal for yourself or your family. And
don’t forget, Christmas is coming.
Clockwise, from top:
1. Sailing lesson for two on Lake Union. $180 value, yours for $150.
2. $20 for a package to visit the premier Norwegian museum, Vesterheim, in Iowa.
3. Complimentary entrance for four to the Pacific Science Center: four tickets to
exhibits and four to Imax. $88 value, yours for $75.
4. Brunch or lunch for four at the Mirabella. $100 value, yours for $85.
5. Admission for four to the Burke Museum. $40 value, yours for $30.
6. Lunch for two at the Harbor Club. $75 value, yours for $65.
7. Two main-level seats at Safeco Field for a Mariners game. $80 value, yours for $70.
Call the Club today at 206-283-1090 to secure one (or more) of these
certificates for yourself.
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