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To the Nines

T
Our Mission
To promote better understanding
between the United States and
the Nordic countries, with
emphasis on Sweden, and to
perpetuate Nordic culture
and traditions through the
teaching, observance, practice
and celebration of this culture
and its traditions.

ime to check your closets and make
sure your formal wear is ready for a
special occasion. Then maybe sign up for a
volunteer job, donate an auction item (see
p. 5) and be sure to reserve a table for you
and your friends at To the Nines, the Swedish Club’s Oct. 11 fundraising dinner. Enjoy
canapés, aquavit and our famous Swedish
pancakes—and bid in our auction—all to
support the Club. Reservations are $99 per
person; call us at 206-283-1090 for details.
We’re delighted to welcome Swedish
Consul Lars Jonsson as our honorary
host for To the Nines. Lars came to the
United States from Sweden in 1986, and in
2006 the Swedish government appointed
him honorary Swedish consul for the state
of Washington. He graduated from the
Göteborg School of Business and completed
the Senior Executive Program at Stanford
University. Lars’ international résumé
includes extensive experience in sales,
marketing and business. He is the CEO of
Stellar Holdings, an international development and property company, and also
serves on the boards of several nonprofits,
including the Nordic Heritage Museum.
Our master of ceremonies is broadcasting legend John Maynard. John started
working in radio in the ’70s as a disk
jockey at Seattle’s KJR, then the dominant
AM station in Seattle. Later John teamed
up with Robin Erickson, creating the
hugely popular “Robin and Maynard”
The diplomat and the disk jockey: Honorary Swedish
show, which became a local institution. In Consul Lars Jonsson, left, is our honorary host for To the
more than 20 years under that marquee, Nines, while John Maynard is master of ceremonies.
John flew with the Blue Angels, piloted
Savalas (Kojak). He’s sure to keep you and your
the Goodyear blimp, sang with Donny Osmond
friends laughing and on the edge of your seats—so
and hung out in a Universal Studios bar with Telly
be sure not to miss a moment of To the Nines!
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Club Notes: Roof Report

A

re you waiting for news on a new roof at
the Swedish Club? Our roof has leaked in
recent years—although it didn’t this past
winter—and several years ago, experts
recommended a new roof. We obtained
preliminary bids, and it looked as though a new
roof would cost around $100,000. We appealed
to our generous members, who responded by
raising $108,744.
In the meantime, Club members with
architecture and construction experience joined
the Building Committee, and other contingencies came up. What about a skylight over the
main staircase—an item from the original
building plans that was dropped to save money
during construction? Should we consider it
now, to help compensate for our lack of air
conditioning? Other, more serious contingencies came up as well, related to our building’s
past—asbestos—and its future. What is our
treasured building’s life span, and which future

should we plan for: the near future or the
far-off “saving it for our grandkids” future?
Looking back at the visionary decisions
made 50 years ago—which planted us here in
this million-dollar location with a cherished
building and three parking lots—it seems
shortsighted to plan just for the near future.
Given that the leaks have abated this year, the
Building Committee has recommended
postponing the roof replacement while we
work to establish long-term goals for our
building and our Club. The money will
remain in a special savings account while the
Committee considers all the options for the
roof, including a short-term maintenance
contract. We invite Club members to assist
the Board as it works to chart the future of
the Swedish Club.
K ristine Leander
Executive Director

New Hire Inspires Choirs

T

he Swedish Women’s Chorus and Svea Male
Chorus start their new season of rehearsals
on Tuesday, Sept. 9. They are sharing a conductor this year, Allan Andrews, and both
choruses are excited about what Allan brings.
Before coming to Seattle, he worked as a choral
director in Texas and Oklahoma at both the
high school and college levels.
Under Allan’s leadership, our Swedish
choruses’ numbers and skills have flourished.
While he doesn’t—yet—know Swedish, he’s
thrown himself into learning as much as he can
about the Swedish Club, the local SwedishAmerican community and the musical opportunities and connections available in Seattle.
This past spring, our choruses hosted a
festival with nine heritage choirs and about 150
singers. They intend to repeat the festival in
2015. Another exciting opportunity comes on
March 13, 2015. That’s when the Seattle
Symphony caps a season-long tribute to Finnish
composer Jean Sibelius (in honor of his 150th
birthday) with a performance of his iconic
Finlandia at Benaroya Hall. Our choruses and
several other local heritage choirs will join the

Allan Andrews is the new director of our
men’s and women’s choruses.

Seattle Symphony Orchestra and Chorus for
this history-making concert. Mark your
calendars, everyone!
Both choruses are recruiting new members.
No auditions, no Swedish skills needed—and the
coffee’s always fresh! Rehearsals are Tuesday
evenings—the men at 6:45 p.m. and the women
at 7:30—in the Svea Room at the Swedish Club,
starting Sept. 9. For more information, contact
Marta Schee at martaschee@gmail.com, Bob
Reetz at rebert1@msn.com or conductor
Allan Andrews at allanandrews54@msn.com.
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President’s Message

E

xecutive Director Kristine Leander and
her staff do a very good job managing
Swedish Club operations. Yet this organization
needs member support for many activities.
Right now we’re assembling a Finance Committee and inviting members to join it.
This committee will support the Club’s
bookkeeping and accounting functions, and
will serve as a resource to a future Board
Treasurer. Together the Treasurer and the
accountant prepare the Swedish Club’s annual
budget, as well as reporting monthly on the
budget status at the Members & Friends
Dinner and the Board meeting. We’ve had
Finance Committees in the past, composed of

Club members with financial backgrounds.
This committee may provide advice on
long-term financial issues, such as planning
for future projects.
I look forward to having a Finance
Committee at the Club again, working with a
Board Treasurer to manage financial matters.
If you’re interested in serving on this committee, please e-mail me at brandoncbenson@
hotmail.com. Committee meetings are
tentatively scheduled for the first Wednesday
of every month at 5 p.m. at the Club.
Brandon Benson
Swedish Club President

Norm Englund, Boeing Engineer of the Year

S

wedish Club member
Norm Englund has
received the Boeing Engineer of
the Year award. Each year
Boeing recognizes three
engineers with this honor, one
from each division. Norm won
for the Engineering Operations
and Technology (EO&T)
division, which delivers
research, technology, testing
and evaluation services for the
rest of Boeing’s business units.
Norm was honored for a
career of engineering excellence and innovation in
Norm Englund, left, receives the Boeing Engineer of
support of laboratory testing the Year Award from Mark Burgess, Boeing’s chief
engineer for Engineering Operations and Technology.
of aircraft components and
Photo: Jessica Oyanagi.
systems. A Boeing associate
technical fellow, he holds four
U.S. patents. As a student at UW in the ’70s, he developed a passion for combining electrical,
mechanical and software engineering. Today that combination is a recognized engineering
field known as mechatronics. His experience, expertise, ingenuity and passion for learning
were important factors in solving technical problems throughout his career. Another factor,
says Norm: “Courage, perseverance, the will of the heart and the determination of the
soul—all the indescribable things that comprise what the Finnish call Sisu.”
Norm’s grandparents came from small towns north of Vasa in Finland. In his spare time
he plays acoustic blues guitar, works on his boats and enjoys the beauty of the Pacific
Northwest with his wife, Mary DeVuono Englund, a construction law attorney. Both
treasure his Swede-Finn heritage.

www.swedishclubnw.org

SC Announces
News about, or in the interest
of our members...
The Swedish Club announces 1,007
member households.
New Members
Julie Bateman
Signe Einess & Dan Botts
Lisa Erickson
Delores Groth
Susan Harmon
Donald Heyrich
John Lidstrom & Ginny Rollett
Jeffrey Murdock
Doug & Carla Peterson
Edwin R. & Joan A. Schnebele
Anna & Arendt Speser
Kelly Strom
Mary & Victor Ziuzin
Deaths
Emily Carter
Alice Kennedy
Stuart Lundahl
Standing Committee Mtgs.
Building: First Tuesday of the month
(Oct. 7, Nov. 4), 5 p.m.
Finance: First Wednesday of the
month (Oct. 1, Nov. 5), 5 p.m.
Fundraising: Fourth Wednesday
(Sept. 24, Oct. 22), 5 p.m.
Membership: Third Monday of the
month (Sept. 15, Oct. 20), 10 a.m.
Guild: Fourth Saturday of the month
(Sept. 27, Oct. 25), 10 a.m.
Volunteers & new members
welcome. More info: contact
Kristine Leander.
New address? Send your address
changes or corrections to Swedish
Club, Attn.: Address Change, 1920
Dexter Ave. N., Seattle, WA 98109.
Or you can e-mail to
info@swedishclubnw.org.
Let us know if we left out your
information by mistake.
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Learn Swedish!

O

ctober is just around the corner—and with it
comes our fall term of Swedish language classes.
Our teachers—Laura Wideburg, Pia Nyström
and Berit Lehner—are here to help you start
speaking one of the most beautiful languages in the
world. Classes meet for nine sessions here at the
Club; tuition for most classes is $99 for the general
public and $79 for members.
Beginning classes use the book Swedish: The Basics;
intermediate classes use Swedish: Beyond the Basics.
Both books are available at blurb.com. (Please order in
advance and keep shipping time in mind.) For the
Advanced and Expert classes, please contact the teacher
for the novels used this quarter.
Birgit Amundson, longtime faithful pancake volunteer; Vinda Sund,
co-chair of the Swedish Club Guild; and Bob Blair, one of our lead
Beginning I: Mondays, starting Oct. 6, 6–7:30 p.m.
pancake wranglers, try out the first batch of Swedish pancakes on
(Laura Wideburg).
our new stove. Thanks to members’ generosity, the Guild raised the
Beginning I: Thursdays, starting Oct. 9, 7:30–9 p.m.
funds for the stove in a few short months, and had enough left over
(Pia Nyström).
to donate toward the new wood laminate floor on the ground level
of the Club. The new stove and floor are wonderful improvements
Beginning II: Tuesdays, starting Oct. 7, 7:30–9 p.m.
for the members and our activities, and they also make the Club a
(Laura Wideburg).
more appealing venue for rentals. Thank you, Guild and members,
Intermediate I: Mondays, starting Oct. 6, 6–7:30
for your work!
p.m. (Pia Nyström).
For another, we have a new stove, thanks to our Guild—and
Advanced: Tuesdays, starting Oct. 7, 6–7:30 p.m.
our Friday chefs and pancake volunteers are already voicing their
(Laura Wideburg).
appreciation. For another, we’ll soon have a new floor on the
Expert: Mondays, starting Oct. 6, 7:30–9 p.m. (Pia Nyström).
ground level. At press time, the floor was still bare concrete, but
Drop-in with Berit: starting Oct. 7, noon–2 p.m. (Berit Lehner).
by the Sept. 7 pancake breakfast it will be laminate, similar to the
All levels.
wood floor in Stockholm Hall.
Lunch Conversation: starting Oct. 10, noon–1 p.m. (Laura
Our last new September surprise will be introduced later in the
Wideburg, Pia Nyström). Prerequisite: Beginning III or equivalent.
month. Members often ask when we will open our bar and restaurant on another day of the week, besides Friday evenings. Starting in
For more information on our classes, please visit www.
mid- or late September, we will open it every Wednesday, calling it
swedishclubnw.org/Events/classes.htm.
Lilla Fredag (little Friday). The bar will serve one food item: yellow
pea soup, accompanied by
hearty homemade limpa
othing stands still at the Swedish Club. We’re
bread. We’ll offer a Nordic
always incorporating new ideas and features for
film in the board room and
our members and staff, in order to improve the Club
other activities, such as the
at every turn. What’s new this month? For one, our
weavers’ open studio.
e-mail addresses. Thanks to our IT consultant, we are
Once we get licensed for
now registered as a nonprofit with Microsoft, and
bingo, a monthly game of
we have obtained a free license for Office 365. It was
Swedish bingo is slated for
a good time to switch our e-mail addresses to the
the fourth Wednesday.
domain @swedishclubnw.org rather than the old
Wait for the final word on
@swedishculturalcenter.org. The new address is
which Wednesday we’ll
shorter; it matches our Web site and our new/old
name, the Swedish Club. Old addresses will continue Want to get in on the ground floor? It’s all torn up start this venture, but you
to work for a while, but eventually you’ll have to
here, but will be shiny new laminate in time for our can start planning now for
switch to the new ones for your e-mail to reach us.
Sept. 7 pancake breakfast and book sale.
Lilla Fredag at the Club!

What’s New at the Club?

N
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September 2014
Dear Friends of the Swedish Club,
Thank you for supporting the Swedish Club and for taking part in some of the fun here. We’re proud of our growth in membership as well
as the community’s growing respect for the Club. It’s all because of you!
Just now we’re inviting you to our biggest fundraising event of the year and asking for your help.
You and your friends are invited to join us for To the Nines on Saturday, Oct. 11. The evening of games, silent and live auctions, and dinner
will mark the best of all we do, including our much-praised Swedish pancakes as the highlight of the meal. Other wonderful foods to be
served are Swedish-style canapés, a luscious fruit plate for dessert and, for the aquavit lovers, a special To the Nines aquavit created by
Old Ballard Liquor Co. just for the evening. The money we raise will go to maintaining and updating our facility.
In addition to putting the auction on your calendar, we also need your help in two other ways: 1) obtaining items for sale; and 2) volunteering.
Individual Donations: We’re asking everyone to provide new, unused gift items or services that will be sold in our silent and live
auctions. They can be inexpensive or priceless. Cash and checks to underwrite our expenses will also be gratefully accepted. Did you receive
a gift you’ve never used? Re-gifting to the auction might be your solution. Experiences such as a weekend at a vacation home, or dinner at a
member’s house, always sell well. Do you have a friend or relative whose employer could make a donation? Gifts of cash and/or items are
tax deductible. We’ll need the donor receipt below completed and returned with your item(s), but if completing the form is a hassle, we’ll do
it for you. We’ll send you a receipt for your records.
Volunteering: There are big jobs and little jobs, ongoing jobs and one-time-only jobs. No experience is needed! This is an excellent way
to get involved and meet other members. Call the office about volunteer opportunities at 206-283-1090.
Thank you in advance for your generosity and participation. We know you’ll have a wonderful time at To the Nines on Oct. 11.
Sincerely yours,

Judy Nilsen Cooper
To the Nines Chair
judycooper15@att.net



Brandon Benson
President, Swedish Club Board
brandoncbenson@hotmail.com

Swedish Club Donation Form

Donor Name (please print)_______________________________________________________________________________________________
Address________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
City/State/ZIP__________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Phone_____________________________ E-mail_______________________________________________________________
Item title_____________________________________________________________Value $____________________________
Item description_____________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Signature_______________________________________________________________________________________________
To receive proper credit, please include this form with your gift to the Swedish Club “To the Nines” auction.

www.swedishclubnw.org

5

In Memoriam
Emily Neat Carter passed away in July at the age of 83. She was a beloved member of the Swedish Club’s
book club—not a surprise, since she had a long career as a librarian. After receiving her master’s in librarianship, she drove a bookmobile for the U.S. Air Force in Europe for several years, and was “quite a looker”
according to her friends. Then, after a crash course in Swedish in Tacoma, she worked as a librarian in
Eskilstuna, Sweden, for a year. After returning to the States, she
worked in the Tacoma and Seattle library systems, where she was
active in promoting a union for librarians. Emily retired as a librarian
in the science and art departments at Seattle Public Library. She was
also a hiker and a skier, an active member of the Mountaineers and an
early member of REI. Emily had been a widow for many years and
did not wish to have a memorial.
Swedish pancake volunteer Alice Kennedy passed away suddenly at the age of 80. She was a
loyal pancake volunteer and developed deep friendships with some of our members. We will all
miss her attractive presence, her sweet nature and her gracious manner. A celebration of her life
is planned for Saturday, Sept. 27, from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the Swedish Club. Her family hopes
that many members who were Alice’s friends will attend.

Coming Events at the Swedish Club
Sunday, Sept. 7.
Swedes Read Book Sale.
Donate your extra books now—English or Swedish—for our
book sale. We need any books by Sept. 6. Sale hours 8 a.m.
to 2 p.m. Proceeds benefit the library.
Sunday, Sept. 7. Swedish Pancakes.
Live music and dancing, plus authentic Swedish pancakes,
lingonberries, ham and all the right fixin’s. Music by Richard
Svensson & Bjarne Jacobsen, Nordleik Folk Music and
TinnFelen Hardanger Fiddle Ensemble. $9 guests, $7 Club
members, $5 children 5–12. 8 a.m.–1:30 p.m. Stay afterward
for genealogy help in the lobby.

[

]

Swedish Press
N Y A

S V E N S K A

www.SwedishPress.com

P R E S S E N

E S T . 1 9 2 9

2013 10 issues $35 per year

The Inside Story on All Things Swedish
Now Open to New Readers

10 2013

Wednesday, Sept. 10. Book Club.
We’ll discuss When I Was a Child (Soldat med Brutet Gevär),
a memoir by Wilhelm Moberg. Read in Swedish or English,
and join us to discuss in English. 5:30 p.m.
Friday, Sept. 12. Folkdancing Classes Resume.
Every second Friday evening.
Friday, Sept. 12.
Crayfish on the Menu!
If you’re Swedish enough to know that late summer and
crayfish go together, you’ll have to come for dinner this
evening! Chef Malin will serve crayfish as one of the options
for the evening meal. 6 p.m. until we run out.
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PM40010214

News, lifestyle and culture
delivered monthly in
Swedish and English.
Subscribe today and bring
Sweden closer to home.

www.SwedishPress.com 1 866 882 0088 Subscribe@SwedishPress.com
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Every Wednesday
Fiber Arts Open Studio. From 1 to 6
p.m. Weaving, knitting, sewing, etc.
Every Monday, Wednesday, Thursday
Genealogy Research. From the
Swedish-Finn Historical Society in our
lobby. Monday & Thursday 9:30 a.m.–12:30
p.m., Wednesdays 2 p.m.–5 p.m. and every
Pancake Sunday!

Wednesday, Sept. 10. Members & Friends Dinner.
The program for the evening is UW’s Dr. Christine Ingebritsen. She made national
headlines with her remarks about Sweden, specifically in a Time article titled “Sweden Is
Our Future.” Social hour 5:30, dinner 6:30 and program around 7:20. Please register by
noon Tuesday: 206-283-1090 or rsvp@swedishclubnw.org.
Wednesday, Sept. 17. Swedish Film.
Autumn Sonata (Höstsonaten). A world-famous concert pianist pays a
long-overdue visit to her two daughters, with unexpected results.
Directed by Ingmar Bergman, with Ingrid Bergman, Liv Ullmann and
Lena Nyman. 99 min. $5 donation. 7:30 p.m.
Saturday, Sept. 20.
Susan Holmberg Memorial.

Every Friday
Swedish Food: Kafé & Happy Hour!
Friday Kafé includes smörgås sandwiches,
Swedish meatballs and homemade desserts,
prepared by Chefs Ann-Margret and
Malin from noon to 2 p.m. Evening food
with different entrees each week by our chefs
at 6 p.m. Menu: www.swedishclubnw.org.

Matinees. Films with English subtitles. $5
donation. 2 p.m. Come early for lunch in our Kafé (noon to 2).
• Sept. 5: Swedish film: Intermezzo. 1936, with Ingrid Bergman. 93 min.
• Sept. 12: Norwegian film: Salmer fra kjøkkenet (Kitchen Stories).
Comedy. 95 min.
• Sept. 19: Swedish film: Höstsonaten (Autumn Sonata). 99 min.
• Sept. 26: Finnish film: Tie pohjoiseen (Road North). 110 min.

Celebrating the life of Susan, former Club Board
Member and Swedish teacher, who passed away
at 56 in Sweden. 4–7 p.m. RSVP (not mandatory,
but appreciated): eldega@comcast.net.
Wednesday, Sept. 24. Kafferep.
Monthly Swedish-style coffee party with
homemade goodies from our best baking
members. 2 p.m. Everyone is welcome.
Wednesday, Sept. 24. Finnish Film.
Tie pohjoiseen (Road North). A long-estranged
father and son reconnect and take a road trip.
110 min. $5 donation. 7:30 p.m.
Monday, Oct. 6.
Swedish Language Classes Resume!
Come learn Swedish! See schedule: www.
swedishclubnw.org/Events/classes.htm#fall
Saturday, Oct. 11. To the Nines: Swedish
Pancake Dinner and Auction.
Our major fundraising event of the year will be a
fun evening! Get dressed to the nines, bid in a
mini-auction, play games and have breakfast for
dinner—why not? Plan now to attend. (See p. 1.)

www.swedishclubnw.org

Weaving student
Wednesday, Oct. 1. Weaving Classes Begin.
Jayne Jaderholm, left,
Wednesdays are for weaving at the Swedish Club!
gets instruction from
Beginning weavers have a chance to learn how to weave weaving teacher Lisa
using our equipment. Four lessons starting at 6 p.m., plus Jansson.
drop-in practice time weekdays. $60 members and $80
non-members. For details, call instructor Lisa Jansson at 425-244-7787 or download
the registration form at swedishclubnw.org/Membership/forms.htm.
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Coming Events, cont.
Viking Series. We’re watching the “Vikings” TV
drama series from the History Channel. Join us at
5:45 p.m. and then stick around for Happy Hour. Free.
Friday TV. We’re watching the award-winning
Danish TV series about politics: Borgen. Around
7:45 p.m. We’re just about done with Season 1 and
are moving on to Season 2. Free.
Mark Your Calendars Now!
Friday, Oct. 31. Halloween Party.
Friday, Oct. 31. Marcus Samuelsson Visits.
New York’s most famous Swedish chef has answered
our invitation and will join us for a very special
evening. Watch for news about tickets.
Upcoming Members & Friends Dinners
Wednesday, Oct. 8. Lars Nordstrom from Oregon
speaking on his book Swedish Roots, Oregon Lives.
Wednesday, Nov. 12. Kurt Armbruster,
author of Before Seattle Rocked: A City and Its Music,
highlights the history of Swedish singing groups.
Helping the Club?
Rentals available at
Swedish Club, 1920 Dexter
Ave N., Seattle. Call
206-283-1078 or visit
www.swedishclubnw.org/
Venues/venues.htm. If
you’ve been a member for
at least a year, you get a
20 percent discount.
Wish List
Do you have any of the
following? If you are not
sure whether what you
have to donate to the Club
will be useful, call the staff
and ask.
• If you have extra
frequent flyer miles,
consider donating them
to the Club. We can add
them to trips being
raffled off or auctioned,
to help us raise funds.
• “Classy” items to auction
or raffle off.
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Wednesday, Dec. 10. Leslie Forsberg will
speak on Stockholm’s Christmas traditions.

Wednesday, Jan. 14. Swedish Medical Center
CEO Anthony Armada.
Future Sale Events
Saturday & Sunday, Nov. 1–2. Holiday Bazaar.
Vendor applications available at swedishclubnw.org/
Membership/forms.htm.
Saturday & Sunday, Feb. 28–Mar. 1.
Antiques & Great Finds Sale.
Vendor applications available at swedishclubnw.org/
Membership/forms.htm.
Saturday & Sunday, Apr. 11–12.
Women’s Clothing Sale.
Christmas Schedule
Friday, Dec. 5. Julbord for lunch & dinner.
Sunday, Dec. 7. Luciafest with UW students.
Friday, Dec. 12. Julbord for lunch & dinner; Lucia
makes an appearance.
Friday, Dec. 19. Lutfisk Dinner. The Norwegians
from Ballard will do the cooking.
Friday Dec. 26. Closed.

Friday, Sept. 19. Bushwick Book Club.
Not your run-of-the-mill book club! Join host Geoff Larson for an invigorating evening of literature,
music and songwriting. The Bushwick Book Club plays original music inspired by a book for a live
audience. A night of singers performing songs about literary works. 7:30 p.m.
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