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Swedish Club . Seattle . Washington

A home for the Nordic-American community

Our Mission
To promote better understanding
between the United States and
the Nordic countries, with
emphasis on Sweden, and to
perpetuate Nordic culture
and traditions through the
teaching, observance, practice
and celebration of this culture
and its traditions.

Singing by the Book

T

he next literary event at the Swedish
Club comes with a twist—or, more
accurately, two twists.
Start with a book of short stories
by three writers living in Sweden. Fairly
ordinary so far, but—twist number
one—it happens that all three of these
writers are Iranian immigrants.
Unusual, perhaps, yet not unprecTop: Thomas Teller and Kristian
edented. But—twist number two—when you attend our soiree Carlsson from Malmö’s Bushwick
on Friday, Aug. 21, you won’t hear these stories read. You’ll hear Book Club will join members of the
Seattle club (above) to entertain us
them sung.
on Friday, Aug. 21.
That’s because our special guests are members of the
Bushwick Book Club—a farflung collective of musicians devoted to writing and performing songs based on
literary works. The Book Club began in Brooklyn in 2009, and now has chapters in New Orleans, Sweden and
Seattle. Members Thomas Teller and Kristian Carlsson from Malmö will join performers from the Seattle chapter
in performance at the Swedish Club.
The book that will inspire them, Blue Swedish for Nowruz, has been published in English by Malmö’s
Dracopis Press. It features three short stories from Iranian writers—Naeimeh Doostdar (b. 1979),
Continued on p. 5
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Club Notes

P

rogress isn’t always visible. But the Club is
moving forward on two vital projects you
may be wondering about.
Two years ago, the original roof on our
54-year-old building was leaking. The staff and
Building Committee determined that a new
roof was needed, and bids were solicited. They
all came in under $100,000, so that became the
fundraising goal. Members were generous, and
we raised $110,000.
Then, new facilities staff and new Building
Committee members looked at the project in
greater depth, considering the need for
insulation and other refinements to the
building’s envelope. The Committee also
researched a skylight over the stairway, which
had been in the building’s original plans. Due to
cost, the skylight was set aside for now, but
three forces are now raising the costs well
beyond the original estimates and perhaps as
high as $180,000:
• The need for insulation.
• The wisdom of obtaining the highest-quality
roof we can buy.
• Seattle’s building boom, which means that
roofers are busy and not pricing as aggressively as they were several years ago.
The Building Committee, with help from
architect Mark Hillman, is soliciting bids for

work to be completed in 2016 while we
continue to look for the additional funds. As
Mark put it, “We appreciate the quality roof
that was put on 50-plus years ago. We should
return the favor.” Happily, the roof has not
leaked in over a year.
The other project you may be wondering
about is the idea of developing one or more of
our parking lots in order to provide a sustainable
source of funds to refurbish the building and
maintain the Club (while, of course, retaining the
current number of parking spaces!). This project
is also making slow progress.
Building Committee member Brian
Runberg, an architect and developer working
in South Lake Union and Ballard, is doing
feasibility studies on our properties. Larry
Johnson, the Club’s vice president for
facilities, and I have met with various architects
and developers. We learn from every single
meeting, while we also watch for synchronicity
of values and vision and the right range of
experience. We have nothing solid to report,
but we are moving forward on the plan. Both
Larry and I are available to answer questions on
these projects. Stay tuned!
K ristine Leander, Executive Director
kristine@swedishclubnw.org

Ka-ching! Making Money for the Club

O

ur monthly Swedish pancake breakfasts
are often about more than pancakes.
Nothing brings our community together like
a meal—which means that pancake Sunday is
an ideal time for sales where you can get rid
of your unwanted stuff while we make a
little money for the Club! For several of
these sales, we invite you to donate specific
items you don’t need, and we’ll sell them on
the Club’s behalf.
Three sales are coming up this fall. The
first, on Sunday, Sept. 13, is our Swedes Read
Book Sale. Our librarians say we already have
enough book donations for that sale, and we’re
not eager for more. (Have a peek at the boxes
in our library—we can’t store any more books
waiting for that sale!)

But for our Oct. 4 Scandinavian Sweater
Snag, we do want your clean, used Scandinavian
sweaters. Maybe you have a sweater you just
don’t wear because either it or you has gotten
too big or too small? Donate it to the Club for
our sale. Then return on Oct. 4 and find one that
does fit! We’d like to get your sweater donations
at least a week in advance, by Sept. 27.
Our third sale coming up is our Holiday
Bazaar on Oct. 31 and Nov. 1. You can be a
vendor if you have mostly Nordic items to sell,
or you can donate anything to the Club and
we’ll sell it for the Club’s coffers. To be a
vendor, visit swedishclubnw.org/PDFs/
Bazaar%20Application.pdf, or call and we’ll
mail you an application. Be sure to come to our
breakfasts with extra money in your pocket!
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President’s Message

T

his month I would like to introduce you to
the Swedish Club staff. These individuals are
responsible for a range of activities, from
working with Club members and guests to
maintaining the building and grounds to putting
together events and planning future activities.

and her husband have recently become
home owners.
The Club’s facilities manager is Doug
Newlands. Doug hires and manages the
maintenance crew, who are on duty whenever
the building is open. He is responsible for all

SC Announces
News about, or in the interest
of our members...
The Swedish Club announces 1,084
member households, of whom 41
are Social members.
New Members
Arianna Allahyar
Liesa Banchero & family
Joanna Bice
Calvin Chase
Jeremy Dinsel
Nancy Erickson
Michael Erpka &
Tashana Kolanowski
Isabelle Franklin
Marta Gould

Event Manager Eva Larson, Facilities Manager Doug Newlands and Executive Director
Kristine Leander

Robert Hall

Eva Larson assists Executive Director
Kristine Leander with day-to-day tasks at the
Club. Eva is also our event manager, and focuses
on events large and small—including the annual
auction, our most significant fundraising event.
Eva grew up on Vashon Island, surrounded
by forests and beaches, and loves the outdoors
and the great Pacific Northwest. Swedish culture
has been a part of her life since the very
beginning. Her grandfather emigrated from
Sweden at the age of 6, and her grandparents
instilled in her a great appreciation for her
heritage. She attended Seattle First Covenant
Church, founded by Swedish missionaries.
While studying at North Park University
in Chicago, Eva was part of a group exchange program that toured Sweden. She
lived and studied with Swedes in Jönköping,
and traveled to Stockholm, Göteborg,
Husqvarna, Björko, Karlstad, Nyköping,
Växjo, Kosta and Örebro. She remains
grateful for the opportunity and maintains
that it shaped who she is today.
Eva graduated in 2012 with a bachelor’s
degree in communications and Scandinavian
studies. She returned to Seattle in summer
2013 and was hired by the Swedish Club. She

Beamar Huetter

rental agreements, and takes an active role in the
monthly Building Committee meetings run by
Larry Johnson, vice president of properties.
Doug came to the Swedish Club three
years ago after spending nearly 20 years with
King County as a project manager in the
Department of Natural Resources and Parks.
Prior to that, Doug was with PACCAR, working for its truck financing and leasing
subsidiaries. When he is not working his day
job at the Club, he builds custom chicken
coops for urban farmers.
Doug has a daughter and son-in-law who
live in Los Angeles, and a son who lives in New
York City with his fiancée. He has lived in
Seattle’s Magnolia neighborhood for 23 years.
When he can find free time, Doug enjoys water
sports, gardening, reading and cooking. His
genealogy includes a Swede-Finn grandmother
and a Greek grandfather on his mother’s side,
and Scottish/Irish roots on his father’s side.
Kristine Leander is our executive
director. She supervises Eva and Doug and is
responsible for running the Club. Her dedication and hard work are seen in the time she
puts in to support the Club’s many activities. A
few months ago, Kristine held numerous
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Carl Hillman & Kim Cronin Hillman
Robert M. Johnsson & Debra Lessin
Roy Lee & family
Meg McCann
Donna Johnson Pedersen
Jason Sherron & Aubree Hoover
Nathan & Sara Spitler
Sheila Wagner
Ian & Caroline Wallace
Stacey Williams & family
Betsy Wooten & John Brown
Alanna & Jeff Yang
New address? Send your address
changes or corrections to Swedish
Club, Attn.: Address Change, 1920
Dexter Ave. N., Seattle, WA 98109.
Or you can e-mail to
info@swedishclubnw.org.
Let us know if we left out your
information by mistake.
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meetings that sought members’ input
Lifetime Member:
on what the future of the Club should
Bengt Hag
look like. She recognizes the significance of this activity, and is putting a
f there is one member who’s
lot of effort into completing it.
known to every single person
Kristine is the granddaughter of
who comes to the Club for Swedish
Swedish pioneers in the Skagit Valley.
pancakes—one member who best
She grew up on a dairy farm west of
represents the Club to the public—
Mount Vernon, where she claims
it has to be Bengt Hag, our
everyone was named either Olson,
inveterate pancake Sunday morning
Benson, Johnson or Carlson. At 40,
door opener. Bengt spreads Swedish
Kristine moved with her three daughcheer, no matter the weather or
ters to Norway, where she earned a
how long he’s been standing, with
Candidata magisterii-degree (between a
his greeting, “ Välkommen till
bachelor’s and a master’s degree) from
Bengt Hag, left, may be the only Swedish Club
Svenska klubben.”
the University of Trondheim. Upon
Bengt emigrated from Sweden member with his own T-shirt design and a posse
(Don Wahlquist, Lisa Jansson, James Bushell, Carol
returning to Seattle, she earned a Ph.D.
just one week after our building
Graves, Kristine Leander and Steven Jones) to
at the UW, and has worked in health
opened in March 1961. He soon
help him show it off. The shirts are $25 and are
care and the adoption field.
available for purchase at our pancake breakfasts or
began working as a tailor for
by calling the Club at 206-283-1090.
Kristine is also the founder of the
Frederick & Nelson, and was with
Leif Erikson International Foundation, a
members, Lars & April Folkesson. Lars
the store until it closed 30 years
local organization that has given
decided to treat Bengt to the airfare and hotels,
later. Bengt also danced with Nordiska
statues of Leif Erikson to Norway,
Folkdancers. He’s lived in the Green Lake area etc., telling Bengt to donate the money. So he
Greenland and Newfoundland,
did. To us! Since the donation amount was equal
for many years, but manages a trip back to
Canada. She began her affiliation with
to the Lifetime member fee, Bengt is now the
Dalarna every few years.
the Swedish Club as a member of the
This past June, he made his 20th trip home latest Lifetime member of the Swedish Club.
Board in 2007, and oversaw the
Thank you, Bengt! Thank you, Lars!
to Sweden, and traveled with two of our
strategic plan that started in 2008. She
Ulla continued to stand out at her
came on staff as our cultural director
beloved Swedish Club with her homein 2009, and was hired as executive director in 2012. Kristine’s
baked goodies at the monthly Kafferep
daughters, sons-in-law and grandson all live in Seattle.
(coffee party) and her stories about
I appreciate the effort that Eva, Doug and Kristine put into
their respective positions at the Swedish Club. They make a great driving her blue BMW convertible in
downtown Seattle. Members and friends
team supporting our organization.
are invited to enjoy coffee and baked
goods in her honor at the Club on Aug.
Brandon Benson, Swedish Club President
18 at 2 p.m.
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In Memoriam

T

he family of Ulla Foster invites her friends to a memorial
reception to celebrate her life on Tuesday, Aug. 18.
Ulla Viktoria Sward was born in Vastervik, Sweden, in 1923,
and was celebrated as the town’s first Lucia Bride in the early
1940s. Ulla continued thereafter to make her mark. She immigrated to America by herself, where she married Gaylon Foster,
and together they had three children.
She became a renowned baker at Newport High School,
where students queued up for her Swedish cinnamon rolls. (Her
secret ingredient? Leftover mashed potatoes!) Seattle Magazine
featured Ulla in a story about the Swedish Club’s monthly
Swedish pancake breakfast, where she was a popular volunteer.
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Richard Charles, one of our dedicated volunteers, passed away suddenly
in June. Richard and his wife, Patricia
Salt Charles, were selected as the
Swedish Club’s Volunteer Family of the
Year in 2013. His death left a void with
his family and the Club. Whether he was
taking photos at events or folding
Swedish hearts, Richard was a quiet,
no-fanfare sort of person who could
always be counted on. His multiple skills
were frequently put to use around the
Club. Rest in peace, Richard.
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BY THE BOOK		
Cont. from p. 1
Azita Ghahreman (b. 1962) and Nasrin Madani (b. 1979)—now
living in Sweden. Having left Iran for different reasons in the past 15
years, they still write in Farsi, yet have gained acceptance as representatives of contemporary Swedish literature.
Nowruz is the Persian New Year (celebrated at the spring
equinox). “Blue Swedish” is a kind of duck, but also refers to the blue
of the Swedish flag and the blues of the dark side of Sweden’s
cultural temperament, according to Dracopis Press.
Copies of Blue Swedish for Nowruz will be available for sale
through the Swedish Club for $10. To fully participate in the evening,
we recommend that you purchase the book, read the stories and
then come ready to hear the songs on Friday, Aug. 21, at 7 p.m.
Please contact us at 206-283-1090 to get your copy.

• Friday, Nov. 13. Folk musicians Pekka & Perttu from Finland. Fire
and ice, accordion and violin. Not to be missed.
• Friday, Nov. 20. In a Swedish Club first, we’ll host and record a
live radio show with the folks from Homefront Chronicles. It’s an
evening of storytelling, mostly about families of all sorts. Some of
Seattle’s best storytellers will have you thinking, crying and
laughing.

Jean Godden: Report from City Hall

W

ith her views on parental leave and gender pay equality, you’d
think that Seattle City Councilmember Jean Godden just
arrived from Sweden. But no, she’s served on the City Council for
nearly 12 years, and was a
reporter and columnist for
both The Seattle Times and
the Seattle Post-Intelligencer
et out your Happy Hour
for 30 years before that.
calendar! Our music man,
Nevertheless, her views on
Don Rauf, does a fabulous job
fair wages come straight
coordinating live music for our
from Sweden’s goals for
Friday Happy Hours. Since many
workplace equality.
of you tell us you don’t want to
We have invited Jean to
miss what’s coming up, here’s a
speak at an upcoming
list of bands and other weekend
Members & Friends Dinner on
events at the Club this fall:
Aug. 12. She’s titled her talk
• Friday, Sept. 11. Incredibly
“Report from City Hall” and
versatile Jon Persson is
will speak on the latest news
back! Most of the time, he
from around town. Housing
plays on cruise ships, but
Councilmember Jean Godden is our speaker for the next Members &
affordability? Transportation?
Friends Dinner on Aug. 12.
tonight he’s playing for us.
Elephants? (No, wait. That was
Accordion and piano.
last month.) We can’t wait to hear what Jean has to say about Seattle
• Friday, Sept. 18. Casey Macgill plays boogie-woogie and classic
city politics. Chef Ann-Margret Lightle is making Swedish food for
American swing music. Casey is a throwback to an era of charm
and style, from the Nat King Cole Trio to the Mills Brothers; from this meeting. We’ll need your RSVP by Monday, Aug. 10.

Future Files

G

•

•

•
•
•
•

Fats Waller to Fats Domino, and so on.
Saturday, Sept. 19. Crayfish Party. It’s real-deal Swedish, with
Chef Malin Jonsson and co-sponsored by SWEA, the Swedish
Women’s Education Association.
Friday, Sept. 25. Rat City Brass. This band loves Herb Alpert, and
they play the Tijuana Brass hits with great panache. You’ve heard
them before, and you know they rock the house.
Friday, Oct. 9. Viking Disco. Live music! Viking costumes encouraged! We throw the doors open to all Vikings and their friends.
Friday, Oct. 23. Ukadelics. Hot ukulele band led by Club member
Jeffrey Cook.
Friday, Oct. 30. Swedish sci-fi film: Terror in the Midnight Sun.
Great Halloween fun!
Friday, Nov. 6. Gigantor. Local rhythms, local musicians. Smoking hot
brass with a Jamaican flavor. Led by Club member Lynval Golding,
the group includes another favorite, Annabella Kirby.

www.swedishclubnw.org

Future Reads

T

he Swedish Club’s Book Club meets monthly on the second
Wednesday at 5:30 p.m. in the Crown Room Lounge, right before
the Members & Friends Dinner. No membership list—if you’ve read the
month’s scheduled book, in either Swedish or English, and you’d like to
discuss it, you’re invited.
Titles for this fall:
• Sept. 9. A Man Called Ove (En man som heter Ove) by Fredrik
Backman. A wonderful, heartwarming book—highly recommended.
• Oct. 14. The People of Hemsö (Hemsöborna). Written by August
Strindberg to combat homesickness while living abroad.
• Nov. 11. The Ice Princess (Isprinsessan). A crime novel by Camilla
Lackberg.
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Coming Events at the Swedish Club
Saturday, July 25. Guild Meeting.
Be part of the fundraising, fun-raising mission of the Club!
This summer meeting will be in a member’s home. Call the
office for the address. 10 a.m.
Friday, July 31. Fifth Friday Singles Night.
The Swedish Club opens its doors with a special invitation to
singles on the fifth Friday of every month. Special games and
prizes. Couples can come too, but bring a single friend along to
meet new friends and enjoy the Swedish Club! Around 7:30 p.m.
Sunday, Aug. 2. Swedish Pancakes.
Music, dancing and authentic Swedish pancakes, with ham,
lingonberries et al. Live music by Richard Svensson, Seattle
Skandia Spelmanslag and Smilin’ Scandinavians. $9 guests, $7
Club members, $5 children 5–12. 8 a.m.–1:30 p.m. Stay afterward for genealogy in our lobby.
Wednesday, Aug. 5. Trivia.
Members and guests are welcome. Every first Wednesday of the
month, come enjoy Trivia games, along with pea soup and
homemade limpa bread. Food at around 6, Trivia at 7 p.m.
Friday, Aug. 7. Happy Hour with Monty Banks.
Most of the year, he’s performing in New Orleans. Summer sees him
in Seattle to offer us Rat Pack–era swing, traditional jazz and New
Orleans R&B. 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday, Aug. 12. Members & Friends Dinner.
Seattle City Councilmember Jean Godden is our guest, and her talk
will be titled “Report from City Hall.” $20. Chef Ann-Margret

Back in 2011, Swedish midfielder Erik Friberg signed with the
Seattle Sounders, and stopped by the Swedish Club during
Midsommar to sign autographs. We gave him a certificate for
meatloaf—his all-time favorite dish—but he left the team after
one season and never came back for his free meal. Now that
he’s rejoined the Sounders for the rest of 2015, we’ll work on
bringing him back to the Club for another visit. Stay tuned!
Photo: Jim Culp.

Lightle is making the food this evening! RSVP by calling 206-2831090 or rsvp@swedishclubnw.org. RSVPs after Monday evening
$25. Social hour 5:30, dinner 6:30.
Wednesday, Aug. 19. Club Board Meeting.
Members are welcome to attend as guests. Public comment period
at 6 p.m., followed by the meeting.
Friday, Aug. 21. Bushwick Book Club.
Straight from Malmö, Sweden! Collective of Swedish
musicians devoted to writing and performing songs
based on literary works. Together with local musicians,
they’re performing stories by Iranian-Swedish writers.
Buy the book Blue Swedish for Nowruz for $10 from
the Club office for a not-to-be-missed evening! 7 p.m.
Wednesday, Aug. 26. Kafferep.
Monthly Swedish-style coffee party with homemade
goodies from our best baking members. 2 p.m. Everyone is welcome.
Wednesday, Aug. 26.
Norwegian Film.

Sunday, Sept. 13. Swedes Read Book Sale.
Our bins are full to bursting with donated books! Come to the sale for new
reads at great prices, and help the Club clear some space and raise a little
cash. 8:30 a.m. to 2 p.m.
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Kautokeino Upproret (Kautokeino Rebellion). Religious
and cultural reawakening inspires rebellion in a 19thcentury Norwegian village. 96 min. 7:30 p.m. $5.
Saturday, Aug. 29. Guild Meeting.
Be part of the fundraising, fun-raising mission of the
Club! 10 a.m.
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Standing Committee Meetings
Building: 1st Tuesday of the month (Aug. 4,
Sept. 1, Oct. 6), 5 p.m.
Finance: Thursday after the 2nd Wednesday
of the month (Aug. 13, Sept. 10, Oct. 15),
4 p.m.
Membership: 3rd Monday of the month
(Aug. 17 , Sept. 21, Oct. 19), 10 a.m.
Guild: Usu. last Saturday of the month
(Aug. 29, Sept. 26, Oct. 24), 10 a.m.
Volunteers & new members welcome. More
info: contact Kristine Leander.
Every Monday, Wednesday,
Wednesday, Aug. 19. Danish Film.
Sorg og Glæde (Sorrow and Joy). A tragic event changes a
Thursday
family’s life. Drama. 107 min. 7:30 p.m. $5.
Genealogy Research. From the
Swedish-Finn Historical Society in our
finding his killer in Sweden’s northernmost
lobby. Monday & Thursday 9:30 a.m.–12:30
region. (103 min.)
p.m., Wednesdays 2–5 p.m. and every Pancake
• Aug. 21. Danish drama: Sorg og Glæde (Sorrow
Sunday!
and Joy). A tragic event changes a family’s life.
Every Wednesday
(107 min.)
Fiber Arts Open Studio. 1–6 p.m. Weaving,
• Aug. 28. Norwegian film: Kautokeino Upproret
knitting, sewing, etc.
(Kautokeino Rebellion). True story of a 19thLilla Fredag. Our bar is open for Swedish pea soup,
century rebellion in Norway. (96 min.)
homemade limpa bread and libations. 5:30 p.m. First
Wednesday of the month: Trivia Night. Last Wednesday
We’re All Vikings Now. Once again, we’re
of the month: Bingo!
watching the Viking syllabus of DVDs and films,
Every Friday
“Vikings to Volvos,” compiled by Board Member
Swedish Food: Kafé & Happy Hour! Friday
Larry Johnson. Visit swedishclubnw.org/Events/
Kafé includes smörgås sandwiches, Swedish
Vikingfilms.htm for a complete schedule. Starts
meatballs and homemade desserts, prepared by
around 5:45 p.m.
Chefs Ann-Margret and Malin from noon to 2 • Aug. 7. The Normans: Part 3.
p.m. Evening food with different entrees each week • Aug. 14–28. Viewer’s choice: select the films you
by Chefs Malin and Christine at 6 p.m. Menu:
missed during the year.
www.swedishclubnw.org.
Matinees. Films with English subtitles. $5 donation. Friend us on Facebook: facebook.com/pages/
Swedish-Club/80231203119
2 p.m. Come early for lunch in our Kafé (noon to 2).
• July 31. Den Svaga Länken (The
Weak Link). In a Martin Beck
mystery, a young girl is found
raped and murdered. 93 min.
• Aug. 7. Swedish film: Elina; Som
om jag inte fans (Elina; As If I
Wasn’t There). In the 1950s, a
young girl returns to school in
the hardscrabble Swedish
Wednesday, Aug. 26. Swedish Bingo.
countryside after suffering from
Members and guests welcome. Every last Wednesday of the
tuberculosis. (77 min.)
month, come play Bingo! Enjoy pea soup and homemade limpa
• Aug. 14. Swedish thriller: Solstormn
bread. (Hint: the limpa bread alone is worth coming for.) Food at
(Sunstorm). The attorney sister of
around 6, bingo at 7 p.m.
a murdered man gets involved in
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Helping the Club?
You can download a
Scandinavian Holiday
Bazaar (Oct. 31–Nov. 1)
vendor application at
swedishclubnw.org/
Membership/forms.htm.
Or call the office and we’ll
mail you an application.
We take applications for
tables to sell new or used
items, but they must be
predominantly Scandinavian.
Rentals available at
Swedish Club, 1920 Dexter
Ave N., Seattle. Call
206-283-1078 or visit
www.swedishclubnw.org/
Venues/venues.htm. If
you’ve been a member for
at least a year, you get a
20 percent discount.
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Singles Night
Friday, July 31 at the Swedish Club

singleraften / mannskvöld
singarkväll / singlerkveld
sinkkuja ilta
The fun starts when you
and your friends arrive!
Everyone is welcome. Couples
too, but bring your single friends.
Games, prizes and food.
DJ Jonasson will
spin contemporary
Swedish music.

7:30 p.m.

1920 Dexter Ave. N., Seattle, WA 98109 | 206-283-1090 | Free parking

The Swedish Club
8
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