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What Happens at the Swedish Club…

I
Our Mission
To promote better understanding
between the United States and
the Nordic countries, with
emphasis on Sweden, and to
perpetuate Nordic culture
and traditions through the
teaching, observance, practice
and celebration of this culture
and its traditions.

f you missed the Art Zone show taped at the Club in February with host and
Almost Live! alumna Nancy Guppy, you can still catch it online
at www.seattlechannel.org/artZone?videoid=x52419. One of the
highlights, in our opinion, is the feature with Bengt Hag, one
of the Club’s best-known representatives.
You know Bengt if you’ve come to a pancake breakfast, because he’s the one who greets you, in his Swedish
costume, at the door. His big moment in the show is the
conspiratorial quip “What happens at the Swedish Club
stays at the Swedish Club.”
We now have shirts for sale with Bengt’s photo and
his quote. The shirts are made in small batches, and
we’ll have them at our upcoming Swedish
pancake breakfasts, starting on Aug. 2. To
make sure you get one, please call the
office with your credit card. The
cost is $25 plus mailing.
We also anticipate having
a way for Bengt to sign the
shirts, but that will have
to wait until he gets
back from Sweden.
They are men’s sizes
in small, medium, large
and extra large.

Swedish
Club
Event
Manager
Eva
Larson
models
our new
Bengt Hag
T-shirt.
Left: Bengt
gets to
know TV
host Nancy
Guppy.
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Deadline for material for
the next issue is
July 15.

Bring articles into the office or fax
to 206-283-2970. You may also
e-mail articles to
kristine@swedishclubnw.org.
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Club Notes

E

veryone from Pascal to Benjamin Franklin
is given credit for saying, “If I had more
time, I would have written a shorter letter.” I
too have noticed that it takes time to achieve
brevity and hit the mark succinctly. When I
first started developing the Leif Erikson statue
project for Trondheim, Norway, and eventually for Seattle as well, I stewed for an entire
weekend to come up with the right phrase—
“Their sails were filled with hope and courage”—to refer to the immigrants honored by
the project.
It’s taken me much longer than that to find
the right words for another phrase. Several
years ago, the Swedish Club had a visit from
Lisa Picard, executive vice president of Skanska,
a prominent Swedish construction firm with
offices in Seattle. She asked what our mission
was, and I mumbled something about “a

community center for the Nordic-American
people in the area.” Since then, I’ve turned her
question over and over, trying to articulate a
brief but targeted mission statement.
A group using our facility lately provided
inspiration for what it might be. They were
presenting a Swedish baroque concert in one
of our smaller rooms on the lobby floor. At
the intermission, the M.C. suggested that we
“all go back out to the living room for coffee
and cookies.” Everyone knew what she meant,
since our lobby does feel quite a bit like a
living room. And in that instant, I realized
what our mission is: to be “a home for the
Nordic community.”
Thinking of our Club as a home is in
keeping with the ideas bubbling up for the
future of our property. One potential idea is
to create a multilevel parking garage on the

President’s Message
A year ago, I wrote about how the Swedish
has also approved signage for the front
Club Guild had learned of a problem with the
entrance, but currently we don’t have a budget
main grill used for our monthly Swedish
for it. So the Guild has stepped in to raise the
pancake breakfast fundraisers. In May 2014,
needed $4,000. (If they raise more, I hope we
they set out to
can ask them for
raise $5,000 to
lighting for the
help, but within
new signs.)
four months, they
If you’re
had collected
interested in
$9,800—the total
making a donation
amount needed
toward the new
for a new grill.
sign, contact Guild
They raised it with
Vice President
a combination of
Carol Graves or
old-fashioned sales
Executive Director
of items (even
Kristine
gumballs!) and
Leander. Also, if
donations from
you would like to
Artist’s conception of the new sign for our
members, and by
join the Guild, the
building’s front entrance.
August, the new
meetings are on
grill was frying up pancakes for hungry Club
the fourth Saturday of the month at 10 a.m..
members.
The June 27 meeting is at the Club library; the
This “get up and go” Guild has now set its
July 24 meeting is at a Guild member’s home
sights on new signage for the front of our
(TBA).
building. We already have a new sign on the
south wall with three crowns and the words
Brandon Benson
“The Swedish Club.” The Building Committee
Swedish Club President
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lake side, with a green roof that could serve
as our front lawn for parties and celebrations. Another idea is a multigenerational
living facility, perhaps on the south side.
Both of these potential projects remind us
that our Swedish Club is a home. I ask you
now to reflect on the idea and tell me what
you think. Does “A home for the Nordic
community” hit home with you?
K ristine Leander, Executive Director
kristine@swedishclubnw.org

P.S. If you’re troubled by the word Nordic, rest
assured: we’ll retain our identity as the Swedish
Club. The de facto process of including and
welcoming our Nordic brothers and sisters has
been part of our identity since the 1970s,
when all the Nordics in Seattle joined the
Swedish Club to have a good place to eat. If
you have come to events and gotten to know
other people at the Club, you know that
Danes, Finns, Icelanders and Norwegians are an
integral part of the community that join as
members and gather here.

Tack så Mycket!

L

ike all nonprofit organizations that run
Public Library’s book sale (again, a full pickup
partly or mainly on donations, we are very
load!). Just since the beginning of 2015, we’ve
thankful for the financial support, volunteer
given Swedish pancake breakfast tickets
help and gifts that sustain us as an organization. (usually four breakfasts) to the following chariPerhaps, though, it’s time to tell our members
ties or auctions: Ballard Northwest Senior
about what we give away to other organizaCenter; Coe Elementary School; Leif Erikson
tions and the thanks we receive from them.
Lodge of the Sons of Norway; Lincoln Theatre;
Earlier in the year, we put
out a call for black slacks and
black nonskid shoes for clients
of the Millionair Club Charity,
who were employed at
concession stands at the
sports stadiums but lacked
the required clothing. At least
five times, we’ve dropped off
financial donations earmarked
for shoes or pants, plus more
boxes of pants and shoes than
you can imagine! From the
staff at the Millionair Club:
“Swedish Club, YOU rock!”
Amanda from Mary’s Place, an emergency family shelter,
unloads clothing donated by the Swedish Club.
Following our women’s
clothing sale in April, we took
Matters of the Heart benefiting Wallingford
a pickup load of clothing, on hangers, to
United Methodist Church and Childcare;
Dress for Success Seattle, a YWCA-managed
McClure Middle School; Morningside
program that provides interview attire for
Academy; Nordic Heritage Museum; North
low-income women who are looking for
Beach PTA; Skagitonians to Preserve Farmland;
jobs. They couldn’t believe we could get so
and the YWCA.
many racks of clothing into one truck. Then
If you are involved in a 501(c)(3)
we took eight boxes of items to Mary’s Place
organization and need a donation—for
and received a letter filled with gratitude.
example, pancake breakfast tickets for an
We’ve also given clothing to Deseret Indusauction or raffle—please ask in our office. We
tries Donation Center.
love to be as generous to our sister organizaLast fall we donated the leftover books
from our Swedes Read Book Sale to the Seattle tions as our members are to us.
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SC Announces
News about, or in the interest
of our members...
The Swedish Club announces 1,074
member households, of whom 30
are Social members.
New Members
William Baltock
Patricia Bishop
Scott Clements
Hans & Marion Edlund
Nina Eliassen
Anna Faino
Nick Faino
Viggo Forde
Jake Graffe
Malkolm Graffe
Olivia Graffe & family
Signy & James Hayden
Susanne Kolare Jeffrey
Cindy Klein & Mark Schulz
Cathleen Maes
Craig Meadows-Stein
Robert Meadows-Stein
Leslie Mehren & family
David R. Miller
Lisa Nyberg
Timothy Palmer
Lori & Joe Riordan
Joseph M. Quinn
Matthew Rockwell
Christian Stark
Angela Swensen
Kathleen Tate
Lorie Volkman
Maria & Ronald Williamson, Laiza
and Axel Williamson
Deaths
Celeste Smith
Andrew Warner
New address? Send your address
changes or corrections to Swedish
Club, Attn.: Address Change, 1920
Dexter Ave. N., Seattle, WA 98109.
Or you can e-mail to
info@swedishclubnw.org.
Let us know if we left out your
information by mistake.
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Swede of the Year

O

ur 2015 Swede of the Year is UW
Professor Emeritus Börje “Bud”
Saxberg. It’s not strictly required that the
Swede of the Year be Swedish, and in fact
Bud is a Swedish-speaking Finn, born in
Finland, who travels almost every other
month to visit his wife in Norway.
He was lured to the United States by a
scholarship from Oregon State University in
Corvallis in the early 1950s. Other degrees
and honors followed, and by 1957, Bud and
his Norwegian wife found themselves in
Seattle. Still other honors and appointments
followed, and Bud was often sought
worldwide as a consultant on the behavioral aspects of management. He retired
after 50 years at the UW’s Foster School of
Business, but not from advising and
consulting.
In addition to a stint on the Swedish Club Board, Bud has also
served on the boards of the Nordic Heritage Museum, the School
Employees Credit Union of Washington and PEMCO Mutual
Insurance Co., and as a member of the University Houses Advisory
Council for UWRA and Era Living. Luckily for the Swedish Club, he
finds time on Friday evenings to provide helpful management
advice to our executive director.

Additionally, like all of our previous Swedes of the Year, Bud
has been a generous donor to the Club. He’s shown here with
Swedish Club President Brandon Benson and Honorary Swedish
Consul Lars Jonsson, who’s wearing the Riddare av Nordstjärneorden (Knight of the Polar Star) medal bestowed on him by King
Carl XVI Gustaf. Lars informed Bud that as a Swedish knight, he
could make Bud an official Swede of the Year, in spite of Bud’s
Finnish birth and his frequent travels to Norway.

Väsen Visits Seattle July 19

O

ne of Sweden’s greatest musical
exports, the folk band Väsen, will play
a concert and dance in Seattle on Sunday
evening, July 19, at 7 p.m. The trio, with
members Olov Johansson (nyckelharpa),
Mikael Marin (viola) and Roger Tallroth
(guitar and bouzouki), has toured together
for 25 years and released 15 albums.
Väsen’s sound is rooted in rural Swedish
tradition with a contemporary flavor and
energy. They create music that can range from
breathtakingly delicate to intensely energetic in
the space of a few measures. Many fiddlers and
dancers in the audience will recognize their
well-known waltz, Josefins Dopvals (Josefin’s
Baptism Waltz), written by Tallroth. For the
first half of the show, you’re welcome to sit and listen, but following
the intermission, some of the chairs will be cleared away for dancing.
The concert takes place at the Seattle Latvian Cultural Center,
11710 Third Ave. NE, just north of Northgate Mall. Tickets will be

4

available at the door for a suggested donation of $15 (cash or check
only, please).
Väsen’s appearance in Seattle is organized by Skandia Folkdance Society, and is made possible by a grant from Bart Brashers
and Bob Hamilton.
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Summertime, When the Reading Is Easy

B

ack in September 2009, we wrote a newsletter story
about the popularity of Swedish crime novels. (Visit
swedishclubnw.org/newsletters/2009/september2009.pdf
to read it.) Suffice it to say that Swedish crime fiction goes
beyond Henning Mankell and remains super-popular
following the worldwide success of Stieg Larsson.
Thanks to a special restricted donation for new
bookshelves, we’ve recently moved our 150-plus books of
Swedish crime to our lobby. (Our 3,000 other Swedish
books remain in our library.) In this easy-to-sign-out
location, we now have space for not only Swedish crime
novels but all sorts of other Nordic fiction, including the
latest crime books from Denmark, Finland, Iceland and
Norway. From Danish Peter Høef to Norwegian Jo Nesbø,
it’s all here in the Swedish Club library.
Borrowing a book at the Swedish Club is about as
With their Martin Beck novels, Maj Sjöwall and Per Wahlöö were
formal as borrowing from a friend. Any time the Club is
innovators in Swedish crime fiction. We’ll show four films in July based
open, you can select a book, sign the checkout form and
on their books.
take as long as you need to bring it back. Our two Swedish
relationship. Thanks to a donation of DVDs, we’ll show a 90-minute
Club library volunteers, Berit Lehner and Peppe Enright, work
Martin Beck film every Friday from July 10 through July 31.
every Thursday, sorting our continual book donations into two
To quote our own story from September 2009, the fundamenstacks: keep and give away. Our book giveaway remains by the front
tal premise of all mysteries is that an orderly, real society becomes
door of the lobby, in a specially marked rack, so don’t get it
disordered as a result of an unexpected and/or horrific crime. In the
confused with our new library shelves. Summer is an especially
usual story line, a hero arrives—a detective, a lawyer or a sleuth—
good time to check out a few books.
Our Friday matinees in July will feature films based on the works and through logic, hard work, danger and/or luck, solves the crime
and identifies the perpetrator. Order is restored. Perhaps the current
of two early-day Swedish crime authors. Husband-and-wife team
popularity of crime mysteries is Sweden’s longing to return to a
Maj Sjöwall and Per Wahlöö wrote mysteries tracing the social and
moral breakdown of Swedish society. Their protagonist, Martin Beck, previously orderly society. And here in America, we love the books
because we have a similar yearning. Again, mysteries are perfect for a
is a Swedish police detective who starts out as an unhappily married
father of teenagers and ends up a divorced man in an unmarried
summer read or a summer flick!

Watch the Wedding on the Web
Did you miss the June 13 royal wedding of Sweden’s
Prince Carl Philip and his bride, Princess Sofia? Never
fear: You can watch their nuptials online at bit.ly/1LoTSul.
The royal couple have already wrapped up their Fiji
honeymoon so the Prince can get started on the auto
racing season, but you still have a chance to savor every
moment of their wedding. There are nine hours of
footage in all, which you can watch straight through or
bit by bit. It’s a charming blend of romance and Old
World pageantry.

www.swedishclubnw.org

5

Coming Events at the Swedish Club
Friday, June 26. Fourth Friday Music.
Sultry chanteuse Celene Ramadan brings her band, Prom Queen,
to the Club for a night of vintage pop and lounge music. Like
our building, Prom Queen appears to have one platform heel
firmly in the 1960s. Come on down and get with it. 7:30 p.m.
Saturday, June 27. Guild Meeting.
Be part of the fundraising, fun-raising mission of the Club! 10 a.m.
Wednesday, July 1. Trivia.
Members and guests are welcome. Every first Wednesday of the
month, come enjoy a trivia game, along with pea soup and
homemade limpa bread. Food at around 6, trivia at 7 p.m.
Saturday, July 4.
Fourth of July at the Club.

Friday, July 24. Happy Hour with the Spyrographs.
Absolutely the best spot in Seattle for watching fireworks.
Five-piece band plays the best spy, pop and surf hits of the 1960s.
Barbecue dinner by Smokin’ Pete’s BBQ in Ballard and music
Around 7:30 p.m.
by the Golden Age Mandolins, playing ragtime, show tunes,
swing and popular music from 1900 to the 1940s. The kids
Wednesday, July 15. Club Board Meeting.
will watch How to Train Your Dragon. At some point, we’ll turn
Members are welcome. Public comment period 6 p.m., followed by
on the karaoke machine, so there’s guaranteed fun for everyone.
the meeting.
Inside seating: $41 members, $46 non-members, $23 kids. Outside
seating: $51 members, $56 non-members, $28 kids. Free parking for Wednesday, July 22. Kafferep.
Monthly Swedish-style coffee party with homemade goodies from
the first 100 cars. Parking opens at 5:30, and the doors open at
our best baking members. 2 p.m. Everyone is welcome.
6:30 p.m. RSVP: 206-283-1090 or rsvp@swedishclubnw.org, or
buy tickets online at swedishclubnw.org.
Wednesday, July 22. Finnish Film.
Sunday, July 5. No Pancakes.
Aatsinki: The Story of Arctic Cowboys. One year in the life of a
Our pancake breakfast
family of reindeer herders
takes a month off, due to
in Finnish Lapland. 86 min.
the Fourth of July holiday.
7:30 p.m. $5.

Wednesday, July 8.
Members & Friends
Dinner.
It’s our annual pizza and
potluck dinner, plus a
program on South Lake
Union development:
“When ‘There goes the
neighborhood’ becomes
‘Here comes the neighborhood.’” E-mail rsvp@
swedishclubnw.org or call
206-283-1090. By
Monday evening $10, after
Monday evening $15. Or,
in lieu of payment, bring a
salad or dessert. Social
hour 5:30, dinner 6:30.
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Saturday, July 25.
Guild Meeting.
Be part of the fund
raising, fun-raising
mission of the Club! This
summer meeting will be
in a member’s home. Call
the office for the address.
10 a.m.

Wednesday, July 15. American Film.

How to Train Your Dragon. A young Viking learns how to train his dragon.
Kids’ film that’s fun for adults too. 98 min. 7:30 p.m. $5.

Friday, July 31. Fifth
Friday Singles Night.
The Swedish Club opens
its doors with a special
invitation to singles on the
fifth Friday of every
month. Special prizes and
games.
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Sunday, Aug. 2.
Swedish Pancakes.
There’s no pancake breakfast in July, so this is our
next breakfast. Live music, dancing and authentic
Swedish pancakes, with ham, lingonberries, et al.
Live music. $9 guests, $7 Club members, $5 children
5–12. 8 a.m.–1:30 p.m. Stay afterward for genealogy
in our lobby.
Standing Committee Meetings
Building: 1st Tuesday of the month (July 7, Aug. 4),
5 p.m.
Finance: Thursday after the 2nd Wednesday of the
month (July 9, Aug. 13), 4 p.m.
Membership: 3rd Monday of the month (July 20,
Aug. 17), 10 a.m.
Guild: Usu. 4th Saturday of the month (June 27,
July 25, Aug. 22), 10 a.m.
Volunteers & new members welcome. More info:
contact Kristine Leander.
Sing with Us!
Check with Marta Schee (swedishsingersseattle@
gmail.com) or Bob Reetz (rebert1@msn.com)
regarding summer schedules for the Svea Male
Chorus and Swedish Women’s Chorus. Singing
together is verrrry Swedish.

Helping the Club?
You can download a
Scandinavian Holiday
Bazaar (Oct. 31–Nov. 1)
vendor application at
swedishclubnw.org/
Membership/forms.htm.
Or call the office and we’ll
mail you an application.
We take applications for
tables to sell new or used
items, but they must be
predominantly Scandinavian.
Rentals available at
Swedish Club, 1920 Dexter
Ave N., Seattle. Call
206-283-1078 or visit
www.swedishclubnw.org/
Venues/venues.htm. If
you’ve been a member for
at least a year, you get a
20 percent discount.

Every Monday, Wednesday, Thursday
Genealogy Research. From the Swedish-Finn
Historical Society in our lobby. Monday & Thursday
9:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m., Wednesdays 2–5 p.m. and
every Pancake Sunday!

Matinees. Films with English subtitles. $5 donation.
2 p.m. Come early for lunch in our Kafé (noon to 2).
• June 26. Finnish film: Nummisuutarit (The
Cobblers on the Heath). 86 min.
• July 3. American film: How to Train Your Dragon.
98 min.
• July 10. I Guds Namn (In the Name of God).
Detective Martin Beck becomes involved when
a paparazzi photographer is brutally murdered.
89 min.
• July 17. Advokaten (The Lawyer). The murder of
a prominent attorney involved with an environmental case. 90 min.
• July 24. Skarpt Läge (The Scorpion). Beck and his
colleagues discover a seedy underworld. 90 min.
• July 31. Den Svaga Länken (The Weak Link). A
young girl is found raped and murdered. 93 min.
We’re All Vikings Now. Once again, we’re
watching the Viking syllabus of DVDs and films,
“Vikings to Volvos,” compiled by Board Member
Larry Johnson. Visit swedishclubnw.org/Events/
Vikingfilms.htm for a complete schedule. Starts
around 5:45 p.m.
• July 3. The Vikings: Swedes in the Baltic Sea and
Russia.
• July 10. The Vikings: The Road to Byzantium.
• July 17. The Vikings: From Varangians into
Russians.
• July 24. The Normans: Part 1.
• July 31. The Normans: Part 2.

Every Wednesday
Fiber Arts Open Studio. 1–6 p.m.
Weaving, knitting, sewing, etc.
Lilla Fredag. Our bar is open for
Swedish pea soup, homemade limpa
bread and libations. 5:30 p.m. First
Wednesday of the month: Trivia Night.
Last Wednesday of the month: Bingo!
Every Friday
Swedish Food: Kafé & Happy
Hour! Friday Kafé includes smörgås
sandwiches, Swedish meatballs and
homemade desserts, prepared by
Chefs Ann-Margret and Malin
from noon to 2 p.m. Evening food
with different entrees each week by
Chefs Malin and Christine at 6 p.m.
Menu: www.swedishclubnw.org.

www.swedishclubnw.org

Wednesday, July 29. Swedish Bingo.
Members and guests welcome. Every last Wednesday of the
month, come play Bingo! Enjoy pea soup and homemade limpa
bread. (Hint: the limpa bread alone is worth coming for.) Food at
around 6, bingo at 7 p.m.
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SWEDISH
CLUB
PRESENTS
SWEDISH
CLUB
PRESENTS

4TH OF
4TH
OF
JULY
JULY
AT THE CLUB!

AT THE
The BEST
placeCLUB!
to
watch fireworks in Seattle!
Barbecue
dinner and
fun for all
ages
The
BEST
place
to
kids’ film, karaoke, live music, etc.
watch fireworks in Seattle!

Parking
for firstdinner
100 cars
available
at 5:30 p.m.
Barbecue
and fun
for all ages
kids’ film,
karaoke,
music,starts
etc. at 7 p.m.
Doors open
at 6:30
p.m. live
/ Dinner
Parking for first 100 cars available at 5:30 p.m.
Prepaid reservations required:
Doors open at 6:30 p.m. / Dinner starts at 7 p.m.

206-283-1090 or swedishclubnw.org
Dinner & inside seating for fireworks:
Prepaid
reservations
required:
standard members
$41, non-members
$46, kids $23
Dinner & outside
seating for fireworks:
206-283-1090
or swedishclubnw.org
standard members $51, non-members $56, kids $28
Dinner & inside seating for fireworks:
standard members $41, non-members $46, kids $23
Dinner & outside seating for fireworks:
standard membersThe
$51,Swedish
non-members
$56, kids $28
Club
1920 Dexter Ave. N., Seattle 98109

The Swedish Club
1920 Dexter Ave. N., Seattle 98109
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