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An Elegy for Old Ballard
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A home for the Nordic-American community

S
Our Mission
To promote better understanding
between the United States and
the Nordic countries, with
emphasis on Sweden, and to
perpetuate Nordic culture
and traditions through the
teaching, observance, practice
and celebration of this culture
and its traditions.

candinavians build things to
last. They really can’t help it.
A bow and arrows
recently found in Norway are
3,800 to 5,400 years old. A
swamp in Denmark has yielded
even older ones. And last fall a
Norwegian hiker found a
1,250-year-old Viking sword.
Just tools of some hunter’s or
warrior’s trade, but they were
crafted for endurance.
Blacksmith David Tuthill is featured in The Mayor of Ballard, a
documentary screening at our Feb. 10 Members & Friends Dinner.
Today, at his shop in
Seattle’s Ballard neighborhood,
blacksmith David Tuthill still practices the techniques used to make those artifacts, turning out handforged, Viking-inspired knives and axes—even bows and arrows—alongside his larger-scale architectural
and commercial pieces.
But even as Tuthill strives to uphold tradition, Ballard itself is changing around him. Gentrification and
new development are stripping the area of its identity as a Nordic-American fishing village and blue-collar
industrial enclave.
“Ballard—it’s got such an amazing history. And also Ballard breaks my heart,” Tuthill says in The Mayor
of Ballard, a new documentary from local filmmaker Titus Richard. Originally conceived as a look at modern
blacksmithing, the film became something of an elegy for old Ballard, as Richard filmed Tuthill not only plying
his trade but explaining his roots in the area and his growing sense that Ballard is “losing its soul.”
It’s a story we’ve heard in other settings. You might recall the tale of Edith Macefield, the Ballard
woman who held out against a commercial development, refusing to sell her home on Northwest 46th
Street and forcing the developers to build around it. But there aren’t enough Edith Macefields to form a
sufficient bulwark against progress. More typical is the heartbreaking narrative of residents like radio
producer Katy Sewall, who writes poignantly on Crosscut.com about the sale of her rental home:
“One short phone call and we’ve become squatters, living in a place that is doomed. My husband, my
neighbors who share the house, and me—statistics in a rapidly developing city. Seven townhomes will
replace us too.”
It’s a bit of a melancholy tone to strike for a Members & Friends Dinner at the Swedish Club, but if we
don’t raise a glass to old Ballard, who will? We’ll host a screening of The Mayor of Ballard at our next monthly
dinner, Wednesday, Feb. 10. Filmmaker Titus Richard will join us for a discussion after the screening.
Ann-Margret Lightle is whipping up salad, pork loin with béarnaise sauce, potatoes and vegetables,
and mint chocolate mousse for dessert. To RSVP, call 206-283-1090 or e-mail rsvp@swedishclubnw.org.
$20; RSVPs after Monday evening $25. Social hour 5:30, dinner 6:30.
By the way, the “mayor of Ballard” isn’t David Tuthill, the blacksmith. If you want to know who it is …
we’ll see you at the dinner.
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Club Notes

O

ne important word was missing from my
column last month.
I always write the first draft of our newsletter and then turn over all the articles to the
Club’s editor, who does a great job. We’re usually
under deadline pressure to get the newsletter
printed and in the mail as quickly as possible, so
when I read his edited drafts—several of them
before it’s final—I might easily overlook a word
that I meant to include but didn’t.
But then, after the newsletter arrives at my
home, I sit on my couch and re-read it. At that
time, I pretend to be one of you and try to imagine how what I wrote comes across. Boy, did the
missing word jump out at me then: “Intergenerational.” A sentence describing our brainstorm
sessions about developing our parking lot was
supposed to read: “Think about an intentional,
intergenerational, Nordic-designed living space
and community surrounding our Clubhouse.”
But if I hadn’t accidentally omitted “intergenerational,” I might not be writing a column on it
now. Here’s the issue: If we build multifamily
residences on one or more of our parking lots, the
task force working on the concept is adamant that
the housing will encompass a Nordic style of
living. It must reflect the way Sweden and other
Nordic countries have created some of the most
admired societies in the world.
One component of that Nordic lifestyle,
we believe, is the concept that people are

healthier and happier when they live in
communities filled with individuals across the
life span. In other words, intergenerational
housing. How do we actualize that? How do
we make walkers and wheelchairs as welcome as strollers and soccer balls?
We believe that our potential housing
should offer an environment that encourages
residents to stay physically active and socially
engaged. It should be an environment where
family is cherished, heritage is respected,
traditions are upheld and friends are plentiful.
What does that mean during our planning
stage? Do we put student-style studio
apartments next to two-bedroom units? Do
we build common rooms in each building?
Remember, the goal of putting up housing
units would be to generate steady revenue for
the Club that allows us to retain our building,
our views and our parking. For more background, see my columns from October 2015
(swedishclubnw.org/oct2015) and January
2016 (swedishclubnw.org/jan2016).
But anything we build has to uphold our
values as well. We want housing for a community that incorporates the Swedish lifestyle,
and we’d like your ideas. Please contact me by
phone or e-mail and tell me what you think.
K ristine Leander, Executive Director
kristine@swedishclubnw.org

Give to the Club
and Get on Board
Every year the Swedish
Club hosts a special dinner
for donors who gave at
least $1,000 to the Club
in the previous year. For
our 2016 dinner, we are
privileged to be invited by
Honorary Swedish Consul Lars Jonsson and his wife, Laurie MacDonald Jonsson, to
spend an afternoon cruising Lake Washington on their yacht, the Golden Eagle.
We’ll enjoy being on their 80-foot McQueen while we delight in an hors d’oeuvres
buffet prepared by Chefs Ann-Margret and Malin. Lars and Laurie are also donating
the wine for our excursion.
Since this is such a special opportunity, we’re extending the deadline: If you
donate $1,000 by Feb. 15, or add to your 2015 donation to total $1,000, you’ll be
invited too. Let us know if you want to give to the Club and attend this wonderful
party. The cruise will be on Sunday, Feb. 21, starting at 3 p.m.

february 2016

President’s Message

E

very April at the Swedish Club, we hold
elections for our Board of Directors. The
Nominating Committee (Chair Jan Sullivan,
Bob Blair, Bob Erickson, Lola Gracey
and Paul Heneghan) works year-round to
recruit and interview prospective new Board
Members. Candidates who are active Club
members and deemed ready to serve can be
brought on during the year, but will then be
presented to the members for election at the
Annual Meeting in April. Other potential
candidates and officers are elected at the
Annual Meeting as well: President, Vice
President, Vice President for Building Facilities,
Treasurer and Secretary.
To serve as a Board Member, one must
have been a blue card member of the Club for
at least one year. To serve as an officer (except
Treasurer), one must have served on the Board
at least one previous year. The Board term is
three years with a maximum of three uninterrupted terms. Officers serve for one year but
can be re-elected at the next Annual Meeting.
The role of Board Members and officers
is challenging and time-consuming, but
rewarding and fun as well. It’s an opportunity
to give back to the Club and help determine
its future direction—all while serving with a
group of like-minded fellow Club supporters.
The Nominating Committee would love
to hear from you if you’d like to be considered for the Board. In addition to being an
involved participant in the Club, the other
specific expectations are the following:

SC Announces
• Attend 70 percent of monthly Board
meetings, three Members & Friends Dinners,
the Annual Meeting and strategy sessions.
• Serve as an officer or on at least one
committee, task force or project annually.
• Participate in Club events; engage with
members and serve as a resource for them.
• Make a financial contribution to the Club,
in addition to paying annual dues.
• Avoid conflicts of interest or the appearance of conflict of interest.
• Be respectful and professional toward fellow
Board Members, staff and other Club
members.
• Prepare for Board meetings. Read reports
before the meeting. Focus on the meeting
and use your mobile device only to read
Board-related documents.
Again, we’d love to hear from you if
you’d like to be considered. And please
remember to say thanks to any Board Member
you see around the Club. Specifically, the
Board joins me in thanking Lyle George for
his one and a half years of service as a Board
Member. Lyle has resigned from the Board,
but will continue his monthly volunteer work
frying pancakes for us at our Swedish
pancake breakfasts. Thank you, Lyle. And
thank you to all the present and future
members of the Swedish Club Board.
Brandon Benson
President, Swedish Club

January Board Report

E

ach month, we will include a summary of
the items that the Board is working on.
Blue card members are invited to attend
Board meetings on any third Wednesday at
6 p.m. Guest comments are first, followed by
the Board meeting.
• Thanks to occasional letups in the rain this
January, the new roof is complete.
• The Property Development Task Force
continues to meet and is making small
steps in planning.
• Staff are working to schedule the annual

opportunity to serve a Swedish meatball
lunch to the clients of the Millionair Club
Charity on Western Avenue.
• The annual donors’ thank-you dinner (for
those who donated at least $1,000) will be
an afternoon cruise on the yacht of
Honorary Swedish Consul Lars Jonsson.
• The new Swedish Club Foundation is
awaiting its 501(c)(3) nonprofit designation
before requesting donations.
• Our annual auction on May 7 is successfully
garnering sponsorships and great items.
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News about, or in the interest
of our members...
The Swedish Club announces 1,257
member households, of whom 152
are Social members.
New Members
Allen Campbell
Alicia Carnevali
Eric Dripps & Tara Brouillet
Kelly Griffin
Nils & Michelle Janson, Kaj,
Lillian Janson
Paul Johns
Joe Kavanaugh*
Agneta (Hansson) LaTurner
Brendan Leber & Amanda D’Haem
Don Lorimor
Mikko Mannisto & Amy Lenox, Elsa,
Antti & Tuomas Mannisto
Jill Morelli
Stephen Nelson
Robin Nunnally*
Gary & Greta Phillips
Amber Rose
Anu Slorah
Brendan Sylvander
Arnold & Sheila Tew*
Jean Zedekar
*Social member

Pancake Guests
Jan. 3: 629
Death
Tom Stang, Honorary Norwegian
Consul Emeritus
New address? Send your address
changes or corrections to Swedish
Club, Attn.: Address Change, 1920
Dexter Ave. N., Seattle, WA 98109.
Or you can e-mail to
info@swedishclubnw.org.
Let us know if we left out your
information by mistake.
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• At the time of the Board meeting, donations to the annual appeal
totaled $18,515.
• The Club received a donation of $1,157, restricted for our
education fund.
• The Board forwarded a recommendation to add a line item to the
budget for “Board Opportunities & Emergencies” to the Finance
Committee for discussion.
• The Board discussed increasing the price for our monthly Swedish
pancake breakfast, but recommended against it at this point.
• Lyle George has resigned from the Board.
• The Nominating Committee is working to offer a slate of new
and returning Board Members for the election at the April annual
meeting.

She’s Back! Jazz with Maria Männistö

F

riday, Feb. 19 marks an unforgettable evening of music with one of
the Swedish Club’s favorite performers.
Maria Männistö, former director of our
Swedish Women’s Chorus, returns to
the Club at 7:30 p.m. for an intimate
evening of jazz.
Maria has an extensive performing history as a singer, pianist and
organist. Recent engagements include
soloist in Carmina Burana and A
Midsummer Night’s Dream with the
Pacific Northwest Ballet, Haydn’s
Mass in B-flat Major and Mozart’s
Exsultate, jubilate with the Seattle
Symphony, Samuel Barber’s Knoxville:
Summer of 1915 with the Seattle
Metropolitan Chamber Orchestra,
solo recitals in Vaasa and Helsinki,
Finland, and the title role in Garrett
Fisher’s new opera Kocho.
Maria was named the Finlandia
Foundation Performer of the Year in
2007. She has performed solo recitals
in Finland, the United States and
Canada, and was a finalist in the 2010
Kangasniemi Song Competition in
Kangasniemi, Finland. Learn more at
mariamannisto.com.
Accompanying Maria will be
Cameron Peace on guitar and Aaron
Otheim on piano. Cameron is an active
performer in the Seattle area and has
appeared as a studio musician on
instructional books/DVDs and
recordings by local artists. In 2006 he

4

obtained a BA/BM in guitar performance from the University of
Washington, where he studied classical guitar under Steven Novacek
and jazz under Marc Seales.
Aaron Otheim is a keyboardist/composer whose chamber
music sensibilities make full textural and sonic use of the piano. He is
a co-director of the record label Table & Chairs and principal
organizer of the Racer Sessions, both of which have provided a
grassroots focal point for exploratory and improvised music in
Seattle and beyond.

Swedish Genealogy 101 Starts in March

P

olish your research skills in this new genealogy class from
Swedish Club member Jill Morelli. She’ll help you discover
the information in Swedish parish records, how to look up your
immigrant relatives and what vocabulary words you need to know
to understand what you’re finding.
Dates are Mar. 23, Mar. 30 and
Apr. 6 at 6 p.m. Cost per session is
$10 for Swedish Club blue card
members and $15 for non-members.
The whole series is $25 for blue card
members and $40 for non-members.
Download the registration
form at swedishclubnw.org. Jill will
lead you through what you need to
know to become an expert on your
Swedish ancestors. Come early for
pea soup in our Lilla Fredag Kafé.

Auction Items Are
Rolling In

O

ur honorary auction chair,
Marta Schee, reminds
everyone to put Saturday, May 7, on
their calendars for the Club’s annual
auction, our biggest fundraiser of the
year. Our theme is “Sounds of
Sweden: Accordions to ABBA.”
We’re delighted to announce
the following sponsors: Swedish
Medical Center, Ericsson, Brown
Bear Car Wash, Swedish Finn
Historical Society and Pacific
Continental Bank, for a total
sponsorship to date of $5,500. We
anticipate announcing more
sponsorships in the future.
Finnish singing sensation Maria Männistö joins us
In addition to items from our
for a special evening of jazz, along with Cameron
members, we’ve received the following
Peace, guitar, and Aaron Otheim, piano. Friday,
Feb. 19, 7:30 p.m.
donations from companies:
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• $500 Icelandair gift
certificate
• A five-night Hurtigruten
cruise in Norway
• Two nights at “A Little
Bit of Norway” near
Leavenworth
• Three nights at the
Hampton Inn
• Gift certificates to Pacific
Science Center, Row
House Café, Dimitriou’s
Jazz Alley, Seattle
Underground Tour, EMP,
SAM, Majestic Bay
Theatre, Ivar’s, and
Taproot Theatre
Our food will be
provided at gourmet
stations by Chef AnnMargret, Chef Christine
and Chef Lexi of Tumble
Swede, along with
Fremont Mischief, Gård
Winery, Larsen’s Bakery
and Sweet Mickey’s Ice
Cream. We are still
requesting sponsorships
and obtaining items, but
now it’s time for our
members to make sure
they will be there too. Put
it on your calendars, folks!

Come Along for the Read

B

orn in New Jersey but based in Los Angeles, Jayne Amelia Larson is an actress, writer, independent film
producer and communications coach. She’s also Swedish American; her father is from Malmö and she
comes from a long line of boat builders. She holds degrees from Cornell University and from Harvard
University’s American Repertory Theatre Institute, and has credits in television, film and theater.
Once upon a time, however, things were tight for Jayne, and she took a job as a chauffeur—spending up to 16 hours a day driving the rich and famous around Beverly Hills, from Rodeo Drive shopping
trips to rehab clinics. Her clients were movie stars, rock stars, children of privilege and most notably,
members of the Saudi royal family and their respective entourages. The experience led to Jayne’s
one-woman show, Driving the Saudis, which won Best Solo Show at the 2010 New York Fringe Festival.
Now it’s a New York Times bestselling memoir and soon to be a TV series.
“Larson reveals herself to be an articulate and observant writer,” declares Publishers Weekly. “She
balances colorful tales of excess with musings on women’s roles, and accounts of bad behavior with
consideration of the reasons behind it.” We’ll get the details when she gives us a reading on Friday,
Feb. 12, at 7:30 p.m. in the Swedish Club’s lobby. More information at jayneamelialarson.com.

Seize a Semla

S

emlor are best described as cream buns with almond paste. But a semla is
more than just a bun. It’s a Nordic cultural tradition—and like many other
traditions, its roots are religious. In olden days when Scandinavia was
Catholic, the Tuesday before Ash Wednesday and the start of Lent was
Fettisdagen, or “Fat Tuesday,” as we know it. People ate heartily to prepare for
40 days of deprivation before Easter. Swedes marked the day with a semla, a
wheat flour bun filled with almond paste and whipped cream, often plopped
into a bowl of warm milk. Today’s Swedes find no reason to restrict semlor
to one Tuesday a year, so they begin appearing in shops as early as Jan. 1,
which happily turns Fat Tuesday into Fat January, February and March! Our
Friday Kafé chefs, Ann-Margret and Malin, are making and serving these
wonderful cardamom-spiced wheat buns filled with the scooped-out bread
crumbs, milk, and almond paste, and topped with whipped cream every
Friday from now until Easter. Hooray for the Reformation!

www.swedishclubnw.org
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Coming Events at the Swedish Club
Friday, Feb. 5. Casey MacGill Plays at Happy Hour!
Casey has been playing boogie-woogie, swing and stride piano in
Seattle for decades. Sporting his signature pencil-thin moustache, he’s
a throwback to a bygone era of charm and style. Around 7:30 p.m.
Sunday, Feb. 7. Swedish Pancakes.
Live music, dancing and authentic Swedish pancakes, with ham,
lingonberries et al. Swedish Women’s Chorus offers a Valentine
bake sale. Live music by The Gnomes, Skolkis and Skandia Kapell.
$9 guests, $7 blue card Club members, $5 children 5–12. 8 a.m.–
1 p.m. Stay afterward for genealogy in our lobby.
Monday, Feb. 8. Post-Pancake Cleanup.
Swedes are real “cleanliness is next to godliness” folks. We invite
a few of you to help us clean the kitchen after around 50
hard-working volunteers make breakfast for up to 900 guests.
We start around 10 a.m. and we provide the pizza. We’d love to
know if you can join us, so please call the office at 206-2831090 and tell us you’ll be there!
Wednesday, Feb. 10. Book Club in the Bar.
We’re reading In the Garden of Beasts by Erik Larson. Chilling
eyewitness account of Berlin, starting in 1933. 5:30 p.m. For info,
contact beritlehner@yahoo.com.
Wednesday, Feb. 10. Members & Friends Dinner.
Program by filmmaker Titus Richard, who’ll screen and discuss his
documentary film, The Mayor of Ballard, which addresses how
Ballard has “lost its soul.” Ann-Margret is chef for the evening: salad,
pork loin with béarnaise sauce, potatoes and vegetables, and mint
chocolate mousse for dessert. RSVP by calling 206-283-1090 or
e-mailing rsvp@swedishclubnw.org. $20; RSVPs after Monday
evening $25. Social hour 5:30, dinner 6:30.
Friday, Feb. 12. Author Event.
Swedish-American Jayne Amelia Larson, a New York Times best-selling
author, will read from her memoir Driving the Saudis, describing her
experiences as a driver for the Saudi royal family in Beverly Hills. Her

book is being developed into a TV series as “a sort of Arab ‘Upstairs,
Downstairs.’” Jayne comes from a long line of Swedish boat builders;
her father is from Malmö. 7:30 p.m. in the lobby.
Friday, Feb. 12. Bill Conger’s Karaoke.
The first time we did a Friday karaoke night, many members said
afterward that it was one of the best evenings they’d ever had at the
Swedish Club. Well, by popular demand, Bill Conger will return to
host another karaoke extravaganza, this time with a repertoire of
mostly sweetheart songs. 7:30 p.m. Three Crowns dining room.
Friday, Feb. 12. Scandinavian Folkdance.
Come and see what Pat McMonagle and friends have in store for us
tonight. Neither a partner nor expertise are mandatory. Just come
and have fun with us! 8 p.m.
Wednesday, Feb. 17. Club Board Meeting.
Members are welcome to attend as guests. Public comment period
at 6 p.m., followed by the meeting.
Wednesday, Feb. 17. Swedish Film.
A Swedish Love Story (Kärlekshistoria). Classic teenage love story
from 1970. 115 min. 7:30 p.m. $5.
Friday, Feb. 19. Maria Männistö Sings Jazz.
Though she’s Finnish, Maria Männistö is truly a sweetheart of the
Swedish Club. Back in Seattle from her European engagements,
tonight she sings jazz. With Cameron Peace, guitar, and Aaron
Otheim, piano. 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday, Feb. 24. Kafferep.
Monthly Swedish-style coffee party with homemade goodies from
our best baking members. 2 p.m. You’re welcome.
Wednesday, Feb. 24. Finnish Film.
Punainen nauha (Red Ribbon). Romantic comedy about a middleaged computer support specialist and his efforts to win over a
woman he’s met in the tax office. 75 min. 7:30 p.m. $5.
Friday, Feb. 26. Program on Search and Rescue.
Swedish-born Suzanne Elshult and her 6-year-old Labrador, Keb, will
be here. She’ll describe what it’s like working on Search and Rescue
with a canine companion. 7:30 p.m.
Saturday, Feb. 27. Guild Meeting.
Be part of the fundraising, fun-raising mission of the Club! 10 a.m.

Wednesday, Feb. 24. Swedish Bingo.
Members and guests welcome. Every last Wednesday of the
month, Mary McCann leads us in Bingo! Enjoy pea soup
and homemade limpa bread. Food at around 6, bingo at
7 p.m. Bring cash to pay for your bingo cards!
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Saturday & Sunday, Feb. 27–28. Väsen in Bellevue.
Väsen’s sound is rooted in rural Swedish tradition with a contemporary flavor and energy. The trio’s music can range from breathtakingly
delicate to intensely energetic in the space of a few measures. They’ll
play Saturday, Feb. 27, at 7:15 and 9:20 p.m., and again on Sunday, Feb.
28, at 3:25 p.m., at the Bellevue Hyatt Regency. Festival admission
required. More information at wintergrass.com.
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Friday, Mar. 11.
Author Lecture.
A thousand years ago, a
Viking ship landed in
America, and multitudes of
Nordic emigrants followed.
What does that mean for
our cultural identity?
Prof. Daron Olson of
Indiana University East
gives a talk based on his
book Vikings Across the
Atlantic: Emigration and
Nation Building. $10 for
lecture and a glass of
Odin beer. 7 p.m.
Wednesday, Mar. 2. Trivia Night.
Members and guests welcome. Every first Wednesday of the month, trivia is hosted by Swedish Club
member Maureen Mullen. Also, enjoy homemade pea soup and limpa bread. Food starts at
5 p.m., trivia at 7 p.m.
Standing Committee Meetings.
Building: 1st Tuesday of the month (Feb. 2, Mar. 1,
Apr. 5), 5 p.m.
Finance: Thursday after the 2nd Wednesday of the
month (Feb. 11, Mar. 10, Apr. 14), 4 p.m.
Membership: 3rd Monday of the month, except
holidays (Feb. 15, Mar. 21, Apr. 17), 10 a.m.
Guild: Usually 4th Saturday of the month (Feb. 27,
Mar. 26, Apr. 23), 10 a.m.
Blue card Club members, volunteers & new
members welcome. More info: contact Kristine
Leander.
Every Monday, Wednesday, Thursday
Genealogy Research. From the Swedish-Finn
Historical Society in our lobby. Monday & Thursday
9:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m., Wednesdays 2–5 p.m. and
every pancake Sunday!
Every Tuesday
Sing with Us! Svea Male Chorus meets at 6:45
and Swedish Women’s Chorus at 7:30. Singing
together is verrrry Swedish. No auditions, always
fresh coffee, everyone welcome. More information:
swedishsingersseattle@gmail.com.
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Every Wednesday
(Except 2nd)
Lilla Fredag. Our bar is open for
Swedish pea soup, homemade limpa
bread and libations. 5 p.m. First
Wednesday of the month: Trivia
Night. Last Wednesday of the
month: Bingo!
Every Friday
Swedish Food: Kafé &
Happy Hour! Our Friday Kafé
serves up smörgås (open-face
sandwiches), Swedish meatballs,
homemade desserts and more,
prepared by Chefs Ann-Margret
and Malin, from noon to 2 p.m.
And our evening Happy Hour
meal showcases different entrees
each week by Chefs Malin and Christine at 6 p.m.
See the weekly menus at swedishclubnw.org.
Matinees. Films with English subtitles. $5 donation.
2 p.m. Come early for lunch in our Kafé (noon to 2).
• Feb. 5. Swedish film: Hundraåringen som klev ut
genom fönstret och försvann (The HundredYear-Old Man Who Climbed Out of the Window
and Disappeared). 114 min.
• Feb. 12. Into the White. World War II survival
story. 104 min.
• Feb. 19. Swedish film: Kärlekshistoria (A Swedish
Love Story). Teenage love story from 1970. 115 min.
• Feb. 26. Finnish film: Punainen nauha (Red
Ribbon). Romantic comedy. 75 min.
We’re All Vikings Now. We’re watching the Vikings
series curated by Larry Johnson, “From Vikings to
Volvos.” Films & DVDs every Friday. 5:30 p.m.
• Feb. 5: Norse Gods with Dr. Harl.
• Feb. 12: The Vikings A Revolution in Ship Building
with Dr. Harl.
• Feb. 19: The Great Ships from the History
Channel.
• Feb. 26: Viking Wars: The Norse Terror.
Mark Your Calendars!
ABBA Night. Friday, Apr. 15, 2016.
Annual Auction. The Sounds of Sweden: From
Accordions to ABBA. Saturday, May 7, 2016. Check
swedishclubnw.org for more information. Or:
facebook.com/pages/Swedish-Club/80231203119

Helping the Club?
If you’re traveling abroad
between now and May
2016, we invite you to
support our annual auction,
scheduled for May 7, by
purchasing liquor not
available in the U.S.
Examples include O.P.
Anderson aquavit, Laponia
lingonberry liquor, or other
brands and flavors not sold
here. They sell like, well,
Swedish hotcakes.
Bring your membership
cards to events. It speeds
up lines and make it easier
for volunteers selling tickets
or checking you in.
Rentals available at
Swedish Club, 1920 Dexter
Ave N., Seattle. Call
206-283-1078 or visit
www.swedishclubnw.org/
Venues/venues.htm. If
you’ve been a member for
at least a year, you get a
20 percent discount.
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Meet Axel Drugge

N

inety-nine-year-old Axel
Drugge may be the Swedish
Club’s oldest member. (We’d love
to hear if anyone beats him in the
“how many years young are you?”
category.) He also knows that
among the 600-plus Drugges in
North America, he’s the oldest.
But age is no excuse for Axel to
sit back. He brought a stack of
Swedish music and programs to the
Club lately, donated a large check and
several knickknacks for the auction,
and promised to play the harmonica
at a future concert and start attending
the Swedish conversation class on
Fridays. (Now who’s going to benefit
the most from that—Axel, or the
students who get to spend time with
him? Probably both!)
Axel’s stories are vivid and fascinating. As a child, he and his
mother used to take the streetcar to the old Swedish Club on Eighth
and Olive, where the women would play whist and the children
played in the dance hall on the top floor. They’d periodically check on
their mothers—always, they hoped, in time to get some of the
kaffebröd the mothers were enjoying with their coffee. He learned to
dance the schottische, hambo, waltz and polka at the Swedish Club.
In college he studied Swedish, but felt like an “intruder” because
he already knew the language. He met his beloved wife, Gladys,
and knew she was the one for him. (He was on a date with her
cousin at the time, which caused some family issues.)
Money for college ran out, so at the start of World War II he
began working at Boeing, where he fingerprinted new employees. At
the time Boeing was hiring up to 600 new people a day. While
fingerprinting one new hire, Axel noted that he had a swastika and
“Heil Hitler” inside his ring, so he reported what he saw to a
supervisor and hoped that man didn’t get hired.
Axel joined the Seattle Fire Department in 1942. Collective
bargaining was new at the time, but he and his fellow firemen
worked to reduce the work week from 72 to 48 hours, and get
better pensions and benefits. He remembers prominent billboards
advocating for veterans, saying, “He did his job then; help give him a
job now.”
Axel retired from Fire House No. 30 in 1967. He and Gladys
were married for 74 years, and had two sons, now both in their 70s.
His recent generous check was written in Gladys’s name. Axel noted
in our interview, “If you’re going to be on this earth, there’s no
reason why you can’t do something.” Lucky for us, his “something” is
now giving back to the Swedish Club.
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Retriever to the Rescue

S

uzanne Elshult and her 6-year-old yellow Labrador, Keb, will
visit the Club Friday, Feb. 26, at 7:30 p.m. to tell us about
working on Search and Rescue with a canine companion.
Originally from Sweden, Suzanne lives in Edmonds and is
an active member of both the Snohomish County Search and
Rescue team and Everett Mountain Rescue. She has participated
in hundreds of search missions, from urban searches for missing
kids, to high alpine events tracking down climbers and hikers,
to the long and tedious search effort after the horrific landslide
that hit Oso near Darrington in 2014.
Keb and Suzanne train weekly with other members from
Snohomish County and nationally. They also visit Sweden
regularly, and have worked with Missing People Sweden and
Missing People Denmark the past couple of summers.
Come join us for a fun and interesting evening.
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