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Swedish Club . Seattle . Washington

A home for the Nordic-American community

Women’s Chorus to Sing for Our Supper

Our Mission
To promote better understanding
between the United States and
the Nordic countries, with
emphasis on Sweden, and to
perpetuate Nordic culture
and traditions through the
teaching, observance, practice
and celebration of this culture
and its traditions.

T

he Swedish Women’s Chorus is one of many
parts of the Club that members should take
pride in. Their fall season included singing at St.
Mark’s Cathedral, Nordic Heritage Museum, Norse
Home, Argosy’s Christmas boats and First Covenant Church. They even sponsored a Nordic
Christmas carol festival.
Spring promises us another reason to be proud of
the chorus, as they prepare for the National Convention of the American Union of Swedish Singers in
Chicago in June. Held every four years, this convenNothing goes together like music and meatballs:
tion brings together hundreds of singers from across
The Swedish Women’s Chorus entertains at the
Members & Friends Dinner on Jan. 13.
the United States who sing in Swedish and promote
Scandinavian culture through music. The chorus will
also team up with us to celebrate Valborgsmässa on Saturday, Apr. 30. Put it on your calendar now!
How can they afford all these fun events? They can’t—not without some equally fun fundraising. So
come join the chorus and members for our Members & Friends Dinner on Wednesday, Jan. 13. They’ll serve
meatballs and all the trimmings, including dessert. They will also entertain us with songs and tempt us to
upgrade our desserts to some fantastic cakes and sweets through a Dessert Auction. Rumor has it that we’ll
be able to buy some wine at auction prices too. The cost is $20 per person if you reserve by Monday, Jan. 11.
Call 206-283-1090 or e-mail rsvp@swedishclubnw.org. Social hour is at 5:30; dinner at 6:30. See you there!
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Club Notes

T

he January issue is the ideal place to
announce New Year’s resolutions for the
Club, or to make a State of the Club address.
My January message is a combination. And
since I believe you can’t get to where you’re
going unless you know where you came from,
I’ll start with a little history.
The Swedish Club was founded by a group
of Swedish immigrants in 1892. Many immigrant groups at the time founded clubs for
mutual support and as a sort of health insurance cooperative. However, the Swedish men in
Seattle founded two organizations: the Swedish
Club and what is now Swedish Medical Center.
Through this decision, they established our club
strictly for socializing: smoking cigars, singing
songs and eating the delicious Swedish food
served by the women—whom they didn’t
allow to join as regular members until 1989!
(But never mind. We’ve made up for lost time.)
In the 1950s, as Seattle was growing and
preparing for the Seattle World’s Fair, the Club
outgrew its building and with great vision,
planned and built our current clubhouse. At the
time, many thought it was “so far out” that no
one would go. With an abundance of vision, the
Club ensured the building’s popularity by buying
three parking lots. A restaurant was established
on the top floor, charter flights to Sweden were

offered, and members flocked to join. In the ’70s,
we had around 7,000 members.
But times changed. What was founded as a
Swedish organization for Swedes in America
became a Swedish-American club. Observing and
actively teaching the culture became important,
and so the Club changed its official name to the
Swedish Cultural Center* and became a nonprofit. But in spite of hard work by the Board and
members, membership fell off, until around 2008
we had 500 member households, and rentals of
our facility paid the bills.
Offers from developers became a wake-up
call, and we found the will to save the Club.
Thanks to re-visioning the Club’s role, increasing
programing and some refurbishing, membership
has now grown to over 1,200 households. New
Social memberships have been added, dining
opportunities have increased, language classes are
burgeoning, and both longtime and newer
members are enthusiastic about our future. It
shows in your generous donations—for example,
those designated for our new roof—and the
number of Lifetime members joining.
Indeed, we saved the Swedish Club. But just
as it did in the 1950s, Seattle is growing again,
and the pressure is upon us to find a way to save
our building. For over a year, we’ve held meetings
with both members and outside consultants
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Swedish Club member and cycling veteran Mark Hillman will show photos and
provide a program on Estonia’s Swedish history on Friday, Jan. 22, at 7:30 p.m., based
on his recent cycle tour along the Estonian coast.
From the mid-16th to the early 18th centuries, Estonia was under Swedish rule. The
areas where Mark cycled, the north and west coasts, are rich in cultural, architectural
and natural treasures. Today Estonia has become a very attractive cycle destination
for beginners and veterans alike. We always fill the room when Mark gives a talk on
his cycling adventures, so we hope you plan to be there too.
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about how to find a source of income to fund
needed refurbishments for our building and
support further growth in the Club. Using our
three parking lots is the obvious solution.
We are very fortunate to have expertise
among our members. A Property Task Force
continues to meet to narrow down options
that will save the building, the views and the
parking, while also establishing a source of
income for building repairs and new support
and growth. We are zoned for residences, and
the city’s growth means that the time is
optimum to jump into some sort of residential
facilities. Our timeline is “soon,” but that’s a
relative term in the real estate world.
But here’s where we come to the New
Year’s resolution part of my message. One,
members will be involved in the decisions. We
will use professionals to advise us, but nothing
will be decided without bringing members into
the process. Two, any plans we come up with
will have the goals of saving our building, our
views and our parking.
Imagine the future with me for a
moment. Think about an intentional, Nordic-

designed living space and community
surrounding our Clubhouse. Think about
going back to the old ways of the Club,
where our building supported the members
and we didn’t look to rentals for income.
Think about having the funds to upgrade our
cherished building. Think about a Swedishbased social Club for all the Nordic groups.
Maybe you have other ideas for meeting our
goals and designing our future? Tell us about
it. Join with me, our Board and the Task Force
in imagining and creating a bright new future
for the Swedish Club.
K ristine Leander, Executive Director
kristine@swedishclubnw.org
*Our official name is the Swedish Cultural
Center. Several years ago, we received legal
permission “to do business as” (DBA) The
Swedish Club. We use Swedish Cultural
Center on anything official, or when dealing
with government entities such as the U.S.
Postal Service. Otherwise, we call ourselves
The Swedish Club.

President’s Message

L

ast month, you received the Swedish
Club’s annual appeal letter. Thank you to
the generous members who are supporting
the Swedish Club. Your donations support the
many activities in 2015 that I listed in last
month’s newsletter. Since then, of course,
we’ve had two very successful julbord
dinners, a lutfisk dinner and a beautiful Lucia
celebration. The latter is a December tradition
we’ve continued for decades with a program
created and performed by the students from
the University of Washington’s Department of
Scandinavian Studies. Thank you to Ia Dübois
from the UW for once again organizing the
students. We will continue these December
traditions with your generous support.
Additionally, your donations help to fund
building repairs, such as the new roof, which
we hope—weather willing—will be well
under way by the time you read this, and the
security system we’re installing at the Club.
Another way that some of you have
chosen to support the Club is by becoming

Lifetime members. Thank you to those
members who have done so in the last
month: Pat Solberg, Eva Long and Bill
Jepson, Bob and Connie Blair, and
Ingvar and Ebba Andermo. Approximately 88 of you are Lifetime members, with
28 individuals or couples having joined since
we reinstated Lifetime memberships several
years back. The cost is $2,000 for an individual and $2,500 for a couple. Your generosity inspires us.
For those who have not sent in a
donation for our annual appeal, there’s still
time to be counted as a donor, even if you
missed the Dec. 31 cutoff for a 2015 tax
deduction. Your donation in January will still
help the Club and can be used for your 2016
deductions. It’s your Club. Thanks for
supporting it.
Tack så mycket och gott nytt år!
Brandon Benson
President, Swedish Club

www.swedishclubnw.org

SC Announces
News about, or in the interest
of our members...
The Swedish Club announces 1,254
member households, of whom 148
are Social members.
New Members
Ingela Andersson*
Magnus Andersson*
Kristi Barnes & John Hribernick
Sigrid Brorson
Elizabeth Buening
Christina Carroll
Kathy & Ken Coglon
John & Danette Davies,
Megan & Jake
David Eastwold & Terri Lindow
Arne Einess*
Ali Feary*
Ben Fryer & Andrea Mosko
Karen Greenstreet
Rachel Hankins
Pete & Elaine Haroldson
Tim Holt
Jamie Hudlow
Toivo Kankkonen
Harry Khamis
Mark Koenen & Shaheena Virani
Morgan Kriz*
Christopher Landerdahl
Jonathan Christopher Leavitt
Sara Lindström & Kelly Stevens
Eric Lucas
Anne & Ryan Marchand
Joanne Spino Marchese*
Marcus Mennes
William Metteer*
Elliot O’Conner*
Jose Lara Silva
Ryan Stauffer
Neal Warnick*
Diana Warczak*
Andrew James Weaver
Chris Weber & Sierra Nelson
*Social member

New address? Send your address
changes or corrections to Swedish
Club, Attn.: Address Change, 1920
Dexter Ave. N., Seattle, WA 98109.
Or you can e-mail to
info@swedishclubnw.org.
Let us know if we left out your
information by mistake.
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Auction Announcement

Marta Schee is the
honorary chair of the
2016 Swedish Club
auction, “Sounds of
Sweden: From Accordions
to ABBA” on May 7, 2015.
She’s also demonstrating
the new Swedish Club
wine glass. Members: For
$100, we’ll inscribe one
of these large glasses
with your name and the
date one year beyond
your purchase. During
that year, you’ll enjoy
a larger pour and an
elegant, personalized
glass every time you
order wine at regular
Happy Hour prices.

By M arta Schee

A

s the honorary chair of our 2016 auction, “Sounds of Sweden:
From Accordions to ABBA,” I’m delighted to announce that it
will take place May 7, 2016, and to invite you to attend and
support this vital fundraising event for the Swedish Club.
Successful auctions are the year-round work of many
hands. This year, the Swedish Club has the help of Kiki Hendren,
a veteran of many auctions around Seattle; Donna Johnson
Pedersen, a former co-chair of the Nordic Heritage Museum’s
annual auction; Club Event Manager Eva Larson; and numerous
other auction committee members. Their productive planning
means that we already have a head start on obtaining sponsors
and procuring items.
But here’s where you come in: the work isn’t over yet! We
still need items, sponsors, donations and, of course, attendees too.
(Maybe there’s a Christmas gift or two you’d like to “re-gift” to
the Swedish Club, or an item you picked up at an after-Christmas
sale? We need them and will put them to good use.)
Since singing and music are an integral part of Swedish
culture, the Swedish Women’s and Svea Male Choruses are
honored that the Club has chosen Swedish music for the theme
this year. We appreciate the support that the Club provides us,
and we look forward to helping bring in needed funds for
programming and building improvements. If you’d like to be part
of the fun of preparing for an auction, contact the office at
206-283-1090 or rsvp@swedishclubnw.org. Meanwhile, everyone, please put Saturday, May 7, on your calendar for one of the
year’s best parties.
Thank you, and I look forward to seeing you all on May 7!

Gripping Tales at Happy Hour

S

candinavian storytelling goes back to the Viking days, when
the bravest warriors and most respected leaders were also
poets and storytellers. After all,
that’s how the Icelandic sagas
remained alive for centuries until
they were written down.
On Friday, Jan. 15, Club member
Larry Hohm will tell several
gripping tales of murder. His show
includes three feature-length stories
and a few “quickies,” with intermissions. Larry loves to tell stories with
an edge—compelling works of
fiction written by established
Murder with your
authors. He is a regular storyteller at
meatballs? Larry Hohm
the Northwest Folklife Festival, and
tells stories at Happy Hour
Jan. 15.
also tells stories at venues around
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Langdon Miller, Marta’s
partner, is demonstrating
the $300 beer mug. Buy
one of these, and it’s
“Beer for a Year”: we’ll
fill your personalized
mug for free, any time
our bar is open, for one
year. To purchase your
own $100 wine glass or
$300 beer mug, contact
the Swedish Club.

Seattle. He is on the board of the Seattle Storytellers Guild, and
manages the Guild’s website: www.seattlestorytellers.org. Get more
information at www.larryhohm.com.
Also, be prepared to try out a special drink: “Death in the
Afternoon”—sparkling wine with a shot of absinthe. This will be an
evening you won’t forget!

This Spring, to Sing’s the Thing
By Gunnar Damström

W

alpurgis Night is a night of celebration on the last day of April
to welcome spring in the Nordic countries. Many Nordic
celebrations have their roots in pagan fertility rites, and Walpurgis is
no exception. More recently, Valborgsmässa has become the spring
feast of university students, who are out in force in the streets,
behaving like calves just let out from the barn after winter! The
celebration is associated in particular with male choir songs. I
remember with nostalgia numerous such occasions from my youth.
What joy, what hangovers!
To celebrate Valborgsmässa in 2016, we’re establishing a new
men’s quartet to perform Swedish and Finnish songs dedicated to
spring, female beauty and nubben (schnapps) on or around May 1. A
professional leader has come forward, and we need singers. If you’re
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(preferably) under 50 and have some choir experiinto the culture and lifestyle of Stockence, consider applying.
holm residents. We’ll have some copies
Weekly evening rehearsals will start in late
available in the office if you aren’t a AAA
January, at a time that’s convenient to the singers.
member. We asked Leslie about writing
Thursdays have been suggested. The preliminary
the story, and here’s what she told us:
program includes:
“I had a harder time than usual writing
Sköna maj
this story because I absolutely love Sweden,
Ljuva kvinna tag vår hyllning
and don’t have the opportunity to write
O hur härligt majsol’n ler
about it as often as I’d like. I had 101 ideas I
Glad såsom fågeln i morgonväkten
wanted to get into the story, but an
Vila vid denna källa
assignment of only 1,200 words, so it took
Långsamt som kvällssol’n mister sin purpur
mental gymnastics to figure out how to get
Helan går
in both useful details and a bit of poetry, to
Hur länge skall på borden, den lilla halvan stå
help readers feel the same sense of beauty
Dansk akvavit
and peace I feel when visiting.
Tersen
“There’s so much that I wasn’t able to
Join Gunnar Damström and other
We need first tenors, second tenors,
dapper gents for the chance to do
fit in, such as enjoying the eye candy of
baritones and basses, at least one of each.
some quartet singing this spring.
design goods in Södermalm shops; my
Students are encouraged. Swedish language skills
favorite seafood restaurant; visiting the wistfully beautiful Millesare welcome but not required. For information, contact me,
Gunnar Damström, at 206-229-7912 or bergvik@msn.com. gården sculpture park; or just the fun of watching Stockholm’s
young and beautiful, everyone gorgeously dressed, filing into
nightclubs as the evening sun touches buildings and waterways with
gold.” Will you take us along on your next trip, Leslie?
f you’re a member of AAA (American Automobile Association)

Lokala Nyheter (Community News)

I

and you read its bimonthly magazine, Puget Sound Journey,
you’ll see an article this month titled “Spectacular Stockholm.” The
author is Swedish Club member and Ballard resident Leslie
Forsberg. Congratulations, Leslie! The article is a great resource
for anyone planning a trip to Stockholm, as Leslie describes the
wonderful places to visit in the city as well as providing a window

Good News You Can Use!
IRA Distributions: Congress passed and the president signed
legislation in December making some charitable tax provisions
permanent. As a nonprofit organization with our 501(c)(3) tax
status, we are delighted to report that taxpayers 70½ or older
can make tax-free distributions from their IRAs to
charitable organizations, such as the Swedish Club.
Previously, this opportunity depended on periodic
Congressional approval, but it’s now a permanent
provision in U.S. tax laws. Our tax ID number is
91-0433730.

Left: See the latest Puget Sound Journey from AAA for Leslie Forsberg’s Stockholm travel tips. Right: You don’t have to be 90 to
volunteer at the Swedish Club’s monthly pancake breakfast, but it doesn’t hurt either. Bert Larsson accepted a Happy Birthday
song as he was leaving the first shift of frying pancakes at the January breakfast, as he had just recently turned 90. Bert gets up
at 4:30 in the morning on pancake Sundays to drive from Everett to fry for us.

www.swedishclubnw.org
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Lisa’s Limpa: Our weaving instructor,
Lisa Jansson, is also a top-notch baker.
Every Wednesday she sells the most
delicious limpa bread this side of Sweden!
Contact her directly to order it and/or to
learn where to find her on Wednesdays in
the Swedish Club. By the way, you can
also contact Lisa about future weaving
classes: jansson.lisa030@gmail.com.
Gluten-free Pancakes: Our monthly
Swedish pancake breakfast is now serving
gluten-free pancakes, with this caveat:
they’re made in the same kitchen as our
regular pancakes, so we can’t guarantee
that they’re entirely gluten-free. If that
will serve your needs, you’re invited to
try them out. To date, guests are uniformly pleased with them.
Additionally, we now have a credit card machine at our pancake

breakfasts, so we can run your card on the spot. (But you’ll
continue to save the Swedish Club some pengar in credit card fees
if you bring cash or a check.)

Coming Events at the Swedish Club
Monday, Jan. 5.
Swedish Language Classes Start.
Check our Web site for the exact schedule of our beginning,
intermediate, advanced and conversational Swedish classes:
swedishclubnw.org/Events/classes.htm. (Usually OK to start a
week late! Talk to the instructor.)
Friday, Jan. 8.
Happy Hour with Overton Berry.
Kick off 2016 at the Club with one of our favorite performers.
Overton, 78, is an amazing jazz piano player and a Seattle legend
to boot! 7:30 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 8. Scandinavian Folkdance.
Experience not required. Live music by TennFelen. $10 (discounted
for Swedish Club members). 8–10:30 p.m.

Wednesday, Jan. 13. Book Club in the Bar.
The Aviator’s Wife by Melanie Benjamin. The father of Charles
Lindbergh, the famous aviator, was born in Sweden, but this book is
his wife’s story. 5:30 p.m. For info, contact beritlehner@yahoo.com.
Wednesday, Jan. 13.
Members & Friends Dinner.
Program and dinner by the Swedish Women’s Chorus. Meatballs on
the menu! RSVP by e-mailing rsvp@swedishclubnw.org or calling
206-283-1090. $20. RSVPs after Monday evening $25. Social hour
5:30, dinner 6:30.
Friday, Jan. 15.
Happy Hour: “An Evening of Murder.”
With storyteller Larry Hohm. 7:30 p.m. Larry will spin tales and the
bartender will offer a special drink: “Death in the Afternoon”—
sparkling wine with a shot of absinthe.
Wednesday, Jan. 20.
Club Board Meeting.
Members are welcome to attend as guests. Public comment period
at 6 p.m., followed by the meeting.
Wednesday, Jan. 20.
Danish Film.

Wednesday, Jan. 27. Swedish Bingo.
Members and guests welcome. Every last Wednesday of the
month, come play Bingo! Enjoy pea soup and homemade limpa
bread. (Hint: the limpa bread alone is worth coming for.) Food at
around 6, bingo at 7 p.m. Bring cash to pay for your bingo cards!
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Over gaden under vandet (Above the Street, Below the Water). An
actress learns that her husband is having an affair with a drama
critic. 97 min. 7:30 p.m. $5.
Friday, Jan. 22. Happy Hour Lecture.
“Swedish History in Estonia” by Mark Hillman, who will describe
and show photos of his latest cycling trip to Estonia. 7:30 p.m.
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and we provide the pizza. We’d love to know if
you can join us, so please call the office at
206-283-1090 and tell us you’ll be there!
Standing Committee Meetings
Any blue-card Club member in good standing is
invited to attend any committee meeting.
Building: 1st Tuesday of the month (Feb. 2,
Mar. 1, Apr. 5), 5 p.m.
Finance: Thursday after the 2nd Wednesday of
the month (Jan. 14, Feb. 11, Mar. 10), 4 p.m.

Wednesday, Jan. 27. Finnish Film.
Eedenistä pohjoiseen (Garden Lovers). Jussi award for best documentary of 2015,
about the beautiful gardens of Finland and the gardeners who love them. 75 min.
7:30 p.m. $5.
Saturday, Jan. 23. Guild Meeting.
Be part of the fundraising, fun-raising mission of the Club! 10 a.m.
Wednesday, Jan. 27.
Kafferep.
Monthly Swedish-style coffee party with homemade goodies from
our best baking members. 2 p.m. You’re welcome.
Wednesday, Feb. 3.
Trivia Night.
Members and guests welcome. Every first
Wednesday of the month, trivia is hosted by
Swedish Club member Maureen Mullen.
Also, enjoy homemade pea soup and limpa
bread. Food starts at 5 p.m., trivia at 7 p.m.

Membership: 3rd Monday of the month,
except holidays (No January meeting, Feb. 15,
Mar. 21), 10 a.m.
Guild: Usually 4th Saturday of the month
(Jan. 23, Feb. 27, Mar. 26), 10 a.m.
Volunteers & new members welcome. More info:
contact Kristine Leander.

Every Monday, Wednesday, Thursday
Genealogy Research. From the Swedish-Finn Historical Society
in our lobby. Monday & Thursday 9:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m., Wednesdays
2–5 p.m. and every Pancake Sunday!
Every Tuesday
Sing with Us! Svea Male Chorus meets at 6:45 and Swedish
Women’s Chorus at 7:30. Singing together is verrrry Swedish.

Sunday, Feb. 7.
Swedish Pancakes.
Live music, dancing and authentic Swedish
pancakes, with ham, lingonberries et al.
Live music by The Gnomes, Skolkis and
Swedish Women’s Chorus. $9 guests, $7
blue-card Club members, $5 children 5–12.
8 a.m.–1 p.m. Stay afterward for genealogy
in our lobby.
Monday, Feb. 8.
Post-Pancake Cleanup.
Swedes are real “cleanliness is next to
godliness” folks. We invite a few of you to
help us clean the kitchen after around 50
hard-working volunteers make breakfast for
up to 900 guests. We start around 10 a.m.

Friday, Jan. 29. Live Music at Happy Hour.
The Honky Tonkers will shake us up and get us up to dance. They are an old-time
country and Western swing band, and they’ll offer us lessons too! 7:30 p.m.

www.swedishclubnw.org
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No auditions, always fresh coffee,
everyone welcome. More information: swedishsingersseattle@
gmail.com.

Swedish Club’s annual fundraising auction

soUnds oF

Every Wednesday
(Except 2nd)
Lilla Fredag. Our bar is open for
Swedish pea soup, homemade limpa
bread and libations. 5 p.m. First
Wednesday of the month: Trivia
Night. Last Wednesday of the month:
Bingo!

Helping the Club?
If you’re traveling abroad
between now and May
2016, we invite you to
support our annual auction,
scheduled for May 7, by
purchasing liquor not
available in the U.S.
Examples include O.P.
Anderson aquavit, Laponia
lingonberry liquor, or other
brands and flavors not sold
here. They sell like, well,
Swedish hotcakes.
Bring your membership
cards to events. It speeds
up lines and make it easier
for volunteers selling tickets
or checking you in.
Rentals available at
Swedish Club, 1920 Dexter
Ave N., Seattle. Call
206-283-1078 or visit
www.swedishclubnw.org/
Venues/venues.htm. If
you’ve been a member for
at least a year, you get a
20 percent discount.
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SWEDEN
Accordions to ABBA

Every Friday
Swedish Food: Kafé & Happy
Hour! Friday Kafé: smörgås
sandwiches, Swedish meatballs and
homemade desserts, prepared by
Chefs Ann-Margret and Malin
from noon to 2 p.m. Evening food
with different entrees each week by
Chefs Malin and Christine at 6 p.m.
Menu: swedishclubnw.org.
Matinees. Films with English subtitles. $5 donation. 2 p.m. Come early
for lunch in our Kafé (noon to 2).
• Jan. 8. Norwegian film: Buddy.
Charming romantic comedy. 100
min.
• Jan. 15. Swedish film: Svinalängorna (Beyond). Growing up in
the ’70s alongside abuse and
alcohol. 96 min.
• Jan. 22. Danish film: Over gaden
under vandet (Above the Street,
Below the Water). 97 min.
• Jan. 29. Finnish film: Eedenistä
pohjoiseen (Garden Lovers). 75 min.

MAy 7, 2016
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2013 10 issues $35 per year

The Inside Story on All Things Swedish
Now Open to New Readers

10 2013

We’re All Vikings Now. We’re
watching the Vikings series curated
by Larry Johnson, “From Vikings
to Volvos.” Every Friday. 5:30 p.m.
Mark Your Calendars!
ABBA Night. Friday, Apr. 15, 2016.
Annual Auction. The Sounds of
Sweden: From Accordions to ABBA.
Saturday, May 7, 2016. Check
swedishclubnw.org for more
information.

PM40010214

News, lifestyle and culture
delivered monthly in
Swedish and English.
Subscribe today and bring
Sweden closer to home.

www.SwedishPress.com 1 866 882 0088 Subscribe@SwedishPress.com
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