Swedish Club News
Vol. 55, Issue 6: June 2016

National Day Is Nigh

Swedish Club . Seattle . Washington

A home for the Nordic-American community

A

Our Mission
To promote better understanding
between the United States and
the Nordic countries, with
emphasis on Sweden, and to
perpetuate Nordic culture
and traditions through the
teaching, observance, practice
and celebration of this culture
and its traditions.

s with many holidays, the history
of Swedish National Day is
clouded in conflicting information.
And following hard on the heels of the
blowout for Norwegian Constitution
Day (May 17), it’s somewhat easy to
forget that Sweden’s National Day is
even coming.
But the Swedish King and Queen
will celebrate National Day in Stockholm, and so will we in Seattle. Here at
the Club, it’s an evening for a very good
dinner, for the State of Sweden speech
by Swedish Honorary Consul Lars
Jonsson, for singing the national
anthems and most of all, for announcing
our Swede of the Year for 2016.
The evening starts at 6 p.m. in
our lobby, where our choruses will
sing the national anthems, we’ll listen
to the State of Sweden report and
we’ll distribute flags. Then we move
upstairs for a delicious dinner
prepared by Chef Malin Jonsson.
She’s serving us the very same menu
she developed to serve to Björn
Lyrvall, the Swedish ambassador to
the United States, in April: gravlax
spiced salmon baked on a salt bed,
served with potato salad and herb
sauce, with blueberry crumble for
dessert. A hearty farro salad (vegetarian) will also be available.
Our RSVP-only dinner will be in
the dining room, in place of our regular
Happy Hour—so if you’re in the habit
of dropping by spontaneously for a
Friday night meal, we won’t be able to
Continued on p. 4

Music with Maria Mannisto
Moving comfortably through a wide range of musical styles,
Maria Mannisto returns to her roots during our National
Day celebration with a program dear to her heart. You’ll
hear the beloved jazz tunes made popular by Sweden’s
Monica Zetterlund and Jan Johansson, interpretations of
Finland’s wistful folk melodies, breezy Brazilian bossa nova,
sultry American torch songs, and perhaps a Finnish tango or
two. Maria will be joined by three outstanding musicians
well known in the local jazz scene: Cameron Peace on
guitar, Aaron Otheim on piano and Chris Icasiano on drums.
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Club Notes

M

y topic is a familiar one, and I bet if you
went back a few years in our newsletters, you’d find that I had written about this
before. The question is, what are we: a social
club with a cultural emphasis, or a social club
with a wonderful bar?
The fact that we are a social club is
irrefutable. The founding members of the
Svenska Klubben wanted a place to be together,
to sing songs, smoke cigars, play cards and eat
the delicious food the women made for them.
The very same individuals created Swedish
Hospital as a place for Swedes in town to get
supportive medical care in their own language,
but Svenska Klubben was just for socializing.
So, yes, we are a social club. But the second
part—“with a cultural emphasis” or “with a darn
good bar”—comes up repeatedly. I face it in
decisions as small as which membership advantages to list first in letters to welcome new
members. It’s there when I consider what events
to organize—more parties like ABBA Night to
swell our membership, or more films in Swedish?
Should we advertise in the local mainstream
weeklies, or in media aimed at the Nordic

American community? Do we emphasize our
“best view in Seattle” bar and restaurant, or
promote our wonderful Swedish chefs and
delicious Nordic food? Bring in local musicians
or work harder to get Nordic musicians?
Here’s my answer. While I live by the
maxim that “life is a series of compromises,” I
will consistently push us toward what I believe
our mission to be: a home for the Nordic
community. A place to learn about, practice
and revel in Nordic traditions. A cultural club
first and foremost, with faithful members and a
fabulous bar for our members, who are drawn
here by the Nordic ambiance and embrace of
all things Swedish.
Whether your relationship to Sweden and
the Nordic countries goes back in your
ancestry for generations, or your appreciation is
for contemporary Sweden, you like to come to
the Swedish Club because of what we value—
an appreciation of Sweden, of Nordic identity
and the community that gathers to support it.
K ristine Leander, Executive Director
kristine@swedishclubnw.org
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Host a Swedish Exchange Student
A family from Stockholm has written to us,

for a school year? She is good with kids and

asking if we’d be able to help them find a host

animals and used to help out with the house-

family for their 17-year-old daughter who

hold.” The exchange organization AFS will help

wants to come to Seattle for the school year:

organize this opportunity. Contact Executive

“Do you have any idea/suggestion for a family

Director Kristine Leander for more

who would like to take her on as a paying guest

information.
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President’s Message

O

ur volunteers and staff could get
Each event was acclaimed by the particiwhiplash from the parade of events that pants to be wonderful. We also made money
have happened since the first week in April. I
at the fundraising events during that period,
commend the dozens of volunteers and our
and we had fun at the friend-raising events. If
small, dedicated staff for the nonstop event
anyone other than I took part in most of them,
planning, meal preparation, reservation
you know how well each of them turned out.
gathering, room setting-up, decorating,
(The first member who can correctly identify
cleaning up and so on that goes into one
which events I missed, I’ll buy your soft drink,
event, let alone for the seven major events in
wine or beer at the next Members & Friends
a six week period that ended with our annual
Dinner.) Thank you, volunteers and staff, for a
auction. In addition to the classes, room
job well done. Let’s hope you can catch your
rentals, films, Swedish pancake breakfast,
breath in the next six weeks. Hey wait, don’t
Friday lunches and dinners and everything
we have National Day and Midsommar
else that goes on every month at the Swedish
coming up?
Club, these are the extraordinary events in
that period.
Paul Heneghan
• Saturday & Sunday, Apr. 2 & 3. Women’s
President, Swedish Club
Clothing Sale. Managed
by the Swedish Club Guild.
• Monday, Apr. 4. Swedish
Ambassador’s luncheon
and visit to the Swedish Club.
Outstanding!
• Saturday, Apr. 9. Guild holds
Women’s Hat Luncheon.
Excellent lunch and program.
• Friday, Apr. 15. ABBA Night
2016. Sold out a month in
advance, with 520 tickets
sold.
• Friday, Apr. 22. Swedish
Council of America
Board of Directors
attends Happy Hour and
makes presentations. We
served 125 for dinner.
• Saturday, Apr. 30. Walpurgis evening concert performed by Swedish Women’s
Chorus and Svea Male
Chorus. A most enjoyable
evening that included
old-time Swedish music and a
delicious dinner afterward!
• Saturday, May 7. Annual
In April, the Swedish Club hosted a visit by Björn
Auction, “The Sounds of
Lyrvall (center), Sweden’s ambassador to the United
Sweden, from Accordions to
States. Executive Director Kristine Leander (left) and
ABBA.” Great dinner and
Honorary Swedish Consul Lars Jonsson (right) show
the ambassador how to blend in at the Club.
auction for 160 people.
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SC Announces
News about, or in the interest
of our members...
The Swedish Club announces 1,518
member households, including 90
Lifetime members and 399 Social
members.
New Members
Anne Bloomdahl
Sandra Blue
Melissa Bowers
James Paul Burgess
Peter Cohen & Gloria Chenoweth
Hans & Marion Edlund
Betty (B.J.) Hansen
Charlotte Hansen
Vince Iverson*
Emily Kristjanson
Irene Kristjanson
Catherine Lembo*
Mariano Lozano* &
Emilia Dominguez*
David Lucas
Nancy & Don Milgate
Michael Morris
Andrew Skullerud*
Patrick Tesh
Michelle Warren*
*Social member

Pancake Guests
May 1: 612
Volunteers needed: Many of
our regular pancake volunteers take
summer vacations, so we need extra
help for our two summer pancake
Sundays, June 5 and Aug. 7. (No
pancakes on July 4 weekend!) We
welcome novices!
We need a few volunteers to staff
our booth at the Midsommar event
on June 26 and talk up the Swedish
Club to interested folks. Contact the
office to volunteer for pancakes or
Midsommar: 206-283-1090.
New address? Send your address
changes or corrections to Swedish
Club, Attn.: Address Change, 1920
Dexter Ave. N., Seattle, WA 98109.
Or you can e-mail to
info@swedishclubnw.org.
Let us know if we left out your
information by mistake.
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Is That a Nordeen?

O
Bud Saxberg, 2015 Swede of the Year. Photo: Mary Levin.

NATIONAL DAY
Continued from p. 1
oblige you with anything more than a sandwich in the bar, maybe.
After dinner, we’ll announce the Swede of the Year, and the very
popular singer Maria Mannisto will entertain us. RSVP for dinner by
paying for it online or by calling the Club. After June 1, the price
goes up to $27.
Every year the Swedish Club honors one or two people for their
generosity of spirit toward the Club and the community. Past winners
were Jane Isakson Lea (2008), Jon and Carina Halgren
(2009), Birgit Amundson and Bengt Hag (2010), Brandon
Benson (2011), Flo and Martin Larsson (2012), Per & Inga
Bolang (2013); Syrene Forsman (2014) and Bud Saxberg

(2015). Come June 3 to learn who will be added to the list.

Auction Appreciation

H

onorary Auction Chair Marta Schee joins Auction Manager
Kiki Hendren and Swedish Club Event Planner Eva Larson in
thanking the members and guests who helped make our 2016
auction, The Sounds of Sweden, an exciting success.
Thanks to the donors who gave items and financial donations,
to the sponsors who underwrote the auction, to the guest chefs
who made and served the food, to the Swedish choruses who sang
and volunteered, to all the other volunteers who helped in countless
ways, and the guests who gave generously and outdid themselves in
bidding. (Will someone tell Leif Eie that he doesn’t have to bid

4

ur President’s Message lists the various events we’ve held
for Club members since the beginning of April. What it
did not describe was all of the work that started months earlier
to spruce up our Club in preparation for all the events. We
needed things to look their best for our illustrious visitors:
Björn Lyrvall, the Swedish Ambassador to the United States, and
25 or so members of the Swedish Council of America from
Minneapolis.
We painted and cleaned walls and added new exhibits. In
the top floor gallery hall, we rehung an exhibit of paintings by
John Nordeen, general manager of the Club from 1933 to 1959.
His talents ranged from entertaining, writing and painting to
raising money for our current building.
The Swedish Club is proud to own a collection of Nordeen’s paintings. We didn’t know how valuable they were until
about 10 years ago, when Brian Magnusson, an American art
historian who lives in Sweden, filled us in. We hung them at the
time, and were excited when members who owned individual
Nordeens began donating them to the Club. (Hint, hint—if you
own a Nordeen, how about adding it to the Club’s collection?)
We gave the Nordeen paintings a break for a year or so, but
now they’re back up. On one pancake breakfast Sunday, John
and Ida Nordeen’s niece, Maxine Larson, happened upon the
exhibit. She was as thrilled as we are to see her uncle’s works
beautifying our wall. She’s here with her son, Brian Larson.

against himself to make sure that he pays a generous price for a
Danish dinner by chefs Georg & Nina Pedersen?)
We brought in $67,933 that evening. There were two “raise your
paddle” opportunities: one for our UW scholarship, which brought
in $2,000, and another for new LED lighting all over the Club. We
needed $16,000 for that, and got it, so the new lights have been
ordered. The next edition of the newsletter will have a complete list
of donors, sponsors, and chefs.
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Second Chance for a Cruise

O

ne item that we’re invited to sell to our members after the auction is a five-night cruise for two along the Norwegian coast on the
Hurtigruten, Norway’s famous coastal steamer. This includes the amazing food served on the Hurtigruten and an outside cabin.
Potential dates for the trip are Oct. 1–Dec. 15 or Jan. 1–Apr. 15, and the cost is $4,000. Call our office if you’d like to write a check to the
Swedish Club and end up on a Norwegian cruise.

Make Me a Match
By John Bredeson and Darren Hoerner
id you know that many employers will match your nonprofit
giving, such as donations and fundraising contributions to the
Swedish Club? As members for several years, we investigated whether
Darren’s employer’s charitable matching gifts program qualified, and
found out it does! In fact, Darren’s employer matched the amount
spent on the Club’s annual auction 3 to 1, turning an $85 dinner ticket
into a $340 total matched benefit for the Swedish Club.
This was possible because the Club is a registered 501(c)(3)
charity, with the objective of promoting a better understanding
between the United States and the Scandinavian countries, through
learning about, practicing and celebrating the culture and traditions
of Scandinavia, with an emphasis on Sweden. Check with your
employer to find out if your donations and contributions to the
Swedish Club can receive a employer match!

D

Coming Events at the Swedish Club
Friday, June 3. National Day Dinner.
Swedes celebrate National Day on June 6, but we celebrate on the
weekend! Performances by Swedish Women’s Chorus and Svea Male
Chorus, and Lars Jonsson’s State of Sweden speech. We’ll also announce the Swede of the Year and hold a free raffle of fun items. Chef

www.swedishclubnw.org

John Bredeson and Darren Hoerner quadrupled the value of a
Club auction ticket through employer matching.

Malin makes the exact menu she served the Swedish ambassador in
early April: Gravlax spiced salmon baked on a salt bed, served with
potato salad and herb sauce, and blueberry crumble for dessert. A
hearty farro salad (vegetarian) will also be available. $25 when you
pre-pay; $28 for walk-ins. Call the Club to pay in advance or go
online to pay: 206-283-1090 or rsvp@swedishclubnw.org. After
dinner, the popular singer Maria Mannisto will entertain us.
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Saturday, June 4. Classic Swedish & American Car Show.
The bar’s open, and we have classic Swedish and American cars on
display from 12 noon to 4 p.m. Cars up to 1986. Vote on Best Volvo,
Best Saab, and People’s Choice. To enter, contact Gary Ramstad at
ramslofp@hotmail.com or 206-365-6913. Classic Swedish food
available in the bar during the sale! Car show in parking lot in
conjunction with Volvo memorabilia display right inside the doors.
Check out the numerous items related to Swedish car ownership!
Sunday, June 5. Swedish Pancakes.
Live music, dancing and authentic Swedish pancakes, with ham,
lingonberries et al. Live music by The Gnomes, Seattle Lilla Spelmanslag and Folk Voice Band. $9 guests, $7 blue card Club members, $5
children 5–12. 8 a.m.–1 p.m. Stay afterward for genealogy help in
our lobby.
Wednesday, June 8. Book Club in the Bar.
My Boys: Summer on a Swedish Island. Classic for children and
adults, written in the 1890s by Gustaf af Geijerstam, newly released
in 2015. 5:30 p.m. For info, contact beritlehner@yahoo.com.
Wednesday, June 8.
Members & Friends Dinner.
Speaker: Lotta Gavel Adams of the University of Washington on
“Migration, Racism and Language on the Stage in Stockholm
2015–16.” Chef Christine will serve us chicken piccata with angel
hair pasta. RSVP by contacting rsvp@swedishclubnw.org or
206-283-1090. $20. RSVPs after Monday pay $25.

Friday, June 10.
Scandinavian Folkdance.
Neither a partner nor expertise is mandatory. Free, informal lesson
from 7:30 to 8 p.m. Join us for old time waltzes and polkas, and just
to have fun. 8–10 p.m. $10 with discount for Club membership.
Wednesday, June 15.
Club Board Meeting.
Members are welcome to attend as guests. Public comment period
at 6 p.m., followed by the meeting.
Wednesday, June 15.
Craft & Weaving Night in the Bar.
Been wanting some weaving? The third Wednesday is the new
weaving session at the Swedish Club.
Wednesday, June 15.
Swedish Film.

Elina; Som om jag inte fanns (Elina; As If I Wasn’t There). Directed by
Klaus Härö. In rural Sweden of the early 1950s, little Elina goes to
school again after recovering from tuberculosis. 74 min. 7:30 p.m. $5.
Friday, June 17.
Older Kids’ Film in Swedish.
We’ll set up a film (in Swedish) for older children while parents
enjoy the music, food and libations. (This isn’t free babysitting.
Your child must be able to sit with other children and enjoy a film.)
Free. 6:30 p.m.

Friday, June 10.
We Love Ann-Margret Night!

Monday, June 20.
Summer Language Classes Begin.

The Club, together with our chef Ann-Margret Lightle, will host an
evening dedicated to the Swedish movie star Ann-Margret. We hope
to entice her to visit us here in Seattle later this year, after we show
our appreciation with a delicious dinner prepared by Chef AnnMargret, an evening of Ann-Margret music with the Spyrographs,
Ann-Margret and Elvis look-alike contests, and photo ops with a car
that she used to drive (so we’re told).

Swedish classes for all levels, including Beginning Swedish. Nine
weeks. See www.swedishclubnw.org/Events/classes.htm for
schedule.
Wednesday, June 22.
Kafferep.
Monthly Swedish-style coffee party with homemade goodies from
our best baking members. 2 p.m. You’re welcome.
Wednesday, June 22.
Finnish Film.

Miehen kuva (Portrait of a Man). Exploration of men’s lives in
today’s Finland. Last of a trilogy of documentaries by Visa KoisoKanttila. 81 min. 7:30 p.m. $5.

Wednesday, June 29. Swedish Bingo.
Members and guests welcome. Every last Wednesday of the
month, Mary McCann leads us in Bingo! Enjoy pea soup
and homemade limpa bread. Food at around 6, bingo at 7 p.m.
Bring cash to pay for your bingo cards!
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Friday, June 24.
Midsommar Food & Dance.
Chefs Ann-Margret and Christine will make typical Swedish
Midsommar food, and we’ll dance around the Midsommar pole.
Come at 4 p.m. and help us decorate. We love cut flowers from your
yard to help us make our pole festive! A traditional smörgåsbord of
Swedish summer food at 6 p.m. Please prepay: $25.
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Saturday, June 25.
Guild Meeting.
Be part of the fundraising, fun-raising mission of the
Club! 10 a.m.
Sunday, June 26.
Skandia Midsommarfest.
Sponsored by Skandia Folkdance Society. This is the
most colorful and best musical event of the year!
Held at St. Edwards Park in Kenmore. The club needs
volunteers to staff our booth. Starts at 11 am and
goes all day. Dancers, musicians, vendors, etc. A
wonderful event!
Wednesday, June 29.
Swedish Bingo.
Members and guests welcome. Every last Wednesday of the month, play Bingo! Enjoy pea soup and
homemade limpa bread. Bring cash, as bingo cards
can be sold only for cash. Food at around 5, bingo
at 7 p.m.
Monday, July 4.
Fourth of July at the Club.
Absolutely the best spot in Seattle for watching
fireworks. Barbecue dinner by Smokin’ Pete’s BBQ
in Ballard and entertainment by the Honky Tonkers,
playing square dance music and giving lessons too!
The kids will watch the film How to Train Your
Dragon. Dinner and indoor seating: blue card
members $41, non-members $46 (kids $23); dinner
and outdoor seating: blue card members $51,
non-members $56 (kids $28). Free parking for the
first 100 cars. Parking opens at 5:30, and the doors
open at 6:30 p.m. Dinner at 7 p.m. RSVP: 206-2831090 or visit swedishclubnw.org to buy tickets.
Standing Committee Meetings
Building: 1st Tuesday of the month (June 6, July 11,
Aug. 1), 5 p.m.
Finance: Thursday after the 2nd Wednesday of the
month (June 9, July 14, Aug. 11), 4 p.m.
Membership: 3rd Monday of the month, except
for holidays (June 20, July 18, Aug. 15), 10 a.m.
Board Nominating Committee: Usually 2nd
Wednesday (June 8, July 13, Aug. 10), 5 p.m.
Guild: Usu. 4th Saturday of the month (June 25,
July 23 picnic), 10 a.m.
Blue card Club members, volunteers & new
members welcome. More info: contact Executive
Director Kristine Leander.

www.swedishclubnw.org

Every Monday, Wednesday, Thursday
Genealogy Research. From the Swedish-Finn
Historical Society in our lobby. Monday & Thursday
9:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m., Wednesdays 2–5 p.m. and
every pancake Sunday!
Every Tuesday
Sing with Us! Svea Male Chorus meets at 6:45
and Swedish Women’s Chorus at 7:30. Singing
together is verrrry Swedish. No auditions, always
fresh coffee, everyone welcome. More information:
swedishsingersseattle@gmail.com.
Every Wednesday (Except 2nd)
Lilla Fredag. Our bar is open for Swedish pea soup,
homemade limpa bread and libations. 5 p.m.
• June 1: Every first Wed.: Trivia.
• June 15: Every third Wed.: Craft Night, including
weaving group.
• June 29: Every last Wed.: Bingo.
Every Friday
Swedish Food: Kafé & Happy Hour! Our
Friday Kafé serves up smörgås (open-face sandwiches), Swedish meatballs, homemade desserts
and more, prepared by Chefs Ann-Margret
Lightle and Malin Jonsson, from noon to
2 p.m. And our evening Happy Hour meal
showcases different entrees each week by Chefs
Malin and Christine Lea at 6 p.m. See the
weekly menus at www.swedishclubnw.org.
Matinees. Films with English subtitles. $5 donation.
2 p.m. Come early for lunch in our Kafé (noon to 2).
• June 3. Swedish film: Mitt Liv Som Hund (My Life
as a Dog). 101 min.
• June 10. Danish film: En kongelig affære (A Royal
Affair). 137 min.
• June 17. Swedish film: Elina; Som om jag inte fanns
(Elina; As If I Wasn’t There). 74 min.
• June 24. Finnish film: Miehen kuva (Portrait of a
Man). 81 min.
We’re All Vikings Now. We’re watching the Vikings
series curated by Larry Johnson, “From Vikings to
Volvos.” Films & DVDs every Friday. 5:30 p.m.
• June 3. Dr. Harl: “The Road to Byzantium.”
• June 10. Dr. Harl: “From Varangians into Russians.”
• June 17. The Normans: Viking Settlement of
Normandy. Part 1.
• June 14. The Normans, Part 2.
• July 1. The Normans, Part 3.

Helping the Club?
Our “Sure, we’ll take your
books!” policy has resulted
in too many books at this
point for our two volunteer
librarians, Berit Lehner
and Peppe Enfield, to
handle. We are putting a
moratorium on accepting
any books until Oct. 1.
When we start accepting
your used books again, our
policy will continue to be
no Bibles. We’ve learned the
hard way: you don’t want
to risk inadvertently giving
away a priceless family
heirloom.
Bring your membership
cards to events. It speeds
up lines and make it easier
for volunteers selling tickets
or checking you in.
Rentals available at
Swedish Club, 1920 Dexter
Ave N., Seattle. Call
206-283-1078 or visit
www.swedishclubnw.org/
Venues/venues.htm. If
you’ve been a member for
at least a year, you get a
20 percent discount.
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Viva Las Ann-Margrets!
Yes, we have a Swedish chef named Ann-Margret: AnnMargret Lightle. So it only makes sense that the
Swedish Club would try to woo America’s favorite
Swedish actress, also named Ann-Margret: Ann-Margret
Olsson. We’ve been in touch with Ann-Margret Olsson’s
agent, and she’s interested in visiting but needs a little
more persuasion. So we’re throwing an Ann-Margret
tribute night.
The Spyrographs will play songs associated with
Ann-Margret, and our chef Ann-Margret will make a
special Swedish meal of a delicious porterhouse roast
beef. There’ll be an Ann-Margret look-alike contest, as
well as an Elvis look-alike contest. Even a car that we’re
told she used to drive will be here for photo ops. We’ll
send Ann-Margret Olsson photos and videos from the
evening, and we’ll all sign a card showing her how much
we love her and inviting her to visit.
Ann-Margret is very proud of her Swedish roots, so
we hope we can entice her to pay us a visit for an
honorary dinner later this year. The chef for that party
will of course be none other than our own Ann-Margret.
The date for our encouragement party is Friday,
June 10 at 6:30 p.m. The cost is $25 prepaid by Wednesday, June 8, and $27 for late RVSPs and walk-ins.

8

A tale of two Ann-Margrets: One haunts your dreams; one makes a
princess torte to die for. You need them both, so come and celebrate
them on Friday, June 10.
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