






n o v e m b e r  2 0 1 64

Well Done, Donors!

People give to the Swedish Club for all kinds of reasons. Here’s a 
list of who donated recently and why. There’s room for you on 

this list—call 206-283-1090 to learn more.

General donations
Per Bolang in memory of Inga Bolang

ERIC Fund to bring musicians & speakers to the Club
Swedish Women’s Educational Association

Donors to the Swedish Club Foundation
Jon Halgren in memory of Cliff Benson

Club Member Receives Awards

Last year Barbara Sjoholm presented her 
historical novel Fossil Island at the Club. 

Recently she learned that it was named Best Indie 
Novel by the Historical Novel Society at its Septem-
ber conference in Oxford, UK. Based in the United 
Kingdom and United States, the Society is devoted 
to promoting the enjoyment of historical fiction.

To top off the award, Barbara also heard in 
August that she received a National Endowment for 
the Arts grant to translate the Norwegian novel 
Clearing Out by Helene Uri. Published in 2013, 
Clearing Out tells the double story of Helene, a 
novelist who discovers she has Sámi ancestry, and 
Helene’s character Ellinor, a linguist working on a 
project to document the use of the Sámi language in 

northern Norway. We look forward to reading it, Barbara. Con-
gratulations on these honors!

Scholarships Available for 
High School Seniors

Seattle Swedish Community Scholarships is an independent, 
nonprofit organization dedicated to assisting high school seniors 

in King County in their pursuit of higher education. Five scholarships 
are offered for 2017, with a total value of $15,500—funded entirely 

by donation. Swedish ancestry is not required, but 
applicants must reside and attend high school in 
King County. If you want information and/or an 
application for your child or grandchild, please 
contact: 

Seattle Swedish Community Scholarships
P.O. Box 77313
Seattle, WA 98177

Applications are also available at all King County 
high school counseling offices. They will be accepted 
starting Jan. 2, 2017, and must be postmarked by U.S. 
mail no later than Mar. 31, 2017.

If someone in your family has benefited from 
a scholarship through this program—or you 
simply believe in helping the next generation 
reach their educational goals—please consider 
“paying it forward” through a generous donation 
to the address above.

In Memoriam: Bob Gustafson

Carl Edling submitted this tribute about his friend Erick Robert (Bob) Gustafson, who 
died in 2014. We are including it here because we think it represents the contributions made 

by America’s Greatest Generation—not just to the Club, but to Northwest society, economy and 

culture.

Carl’s and Bob’s fathers were longtime friends and Lifetime members of the Swedish Club. 

Bob’s parents, Erick and Elsa Gustafson, were both old-country Swedes who came to America and 

became successful with their ethic of hard work. Erick worked as a machinist for Boeing during 

the day and built houses at night.

Bob graduated from the University of Washington with honors in electrical engineering, and 

worked for several aerospace companies in Nevada and California. Eventually he returned to 

Seattle to work for Boeing. He also built apartment buildings, sold real estate, and was a professional photographer and accomplished 

saxophone player.

Bob served as vice president of the Swedish Club in the early 1970s, sang in the Svea Male Chorus and was a good friend of 

Joseph Oscarsson, longtime Club manager. Gregarious and fun-loving, Bob liked to play his saxophone and wear Viking horns to 

make people laugh. He also had a deep respect for America’s founding fathers and the U.S. Constitution.

Thank you, Bob, for your attention to the well-being of the American people and your devotion to making the members of the 

Swedish Club laugh. Thank you, Carl, for bringing this important former member to our attention.
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The Swedish Club supports these scho.larships through 

promotion in our newsletter and on our Web site, but the 

organization is not part of the Club. Our office has no informa-

tion about the scholarships other than what is published here.

Get a Health Screening at the Club

Swedish Club members can receive a $10 discount on a health 
screening opportunity at the Club on Wednesday, Nov. 30. 

Life Line Screening will host non-invasive health assessments to 

scan for potential health problems related to:

•	 blocked arteries, a leading cause of stroke

•	 abdominal aortic aneurysms, which can lead to a ruptured aorta

•	 hardening of the arteries in the legs, a strong predictor of 

heart disease

•	 atrial fibrillation or irregular heartbeat, closely tied to stroke risk

•	 loss of bone density, a sign of osteoporosis 

Swedish Club members can register for a wellness package, 

which includes all of the tests for $139 (regular price $149). To 

register, or for more information, call 1-888-653-6441 or visit 

www.lifelinescreening.com/community-partners. Hosting this 

screening does not constitute an endorsement by the Swedish 

Club. Always check first with your health care provider.

Wednesdays, Oct. 26–Nov. 9. Genealogy Classes.
Three-part class covers finding your parish of birth (Oct. 26); accessing 
and using parish records (Nov. 2); and digging deeper into parish records 
(Nov. 9). 6 p.m. Blue card members: $10/class, $25/series. Others: $25/
class, $40/series. Registration form at www.swedishclubnw.org.

Friday, Oct. 28. Scandinavian Soul Dance Night.
Emerald City Soul Club will spin great old Scandinavian soul, 
including Nicole Willis and the Soul Investigators, Micke Hagström 
and Boogie! Also, classic Motown, Stax and other ’60s soul hits. 
Both a dancing and listening evening! 7:30 p.m.

Wednesday, Nov. 2. Trivia.
Members and guests are welcome. Every first Wednesday of the 
month, come play Trivia! Enjoy pea soup and homemade limpa 
bread. Food at around 5, Trivia at 7 p.m.

Friday, Nov. 4. Svenskadagen (National Swede Finn Day).
This holiday celebrates Swedishness in Finland, and we’ll serve a typical 
Finnish menu: yellow pea soup, salmon or meatballs. Buy dinner in 
advance at swedishclubnw.org or 206-283-1090. At press time, we 
were still working on a Swede-Finn program for the evening.

Saturday, Sunday, Nov. 5 & 6. Scandinavian Holiday Bazaar.
Holiday shopping at its best with vendors selling handmade and/or 
Nordic items. Two floors of crafts, gifts, baked goods and fun! 
Smörgås, pea soup, waffles and meatballs on Saturday, Swedish 
pancakes on Sunday. Raffle prizes! The bar is open both days. Get an 
early start on holiday shopping, enjoy a great Swedish meal and greet 
old friends. 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. both days.

Sunday, Nov. 6. Swedish Pancakes.
Live music by Gnomes, Lilla Spelmanslag and Nordiska, plus 
dancing and authentic Swedish pancakes, with ham, lingonberries 

et al. Guests $9; blue card Club members $7; children 5–12 $5. 
8 a.m.–1 p.m. Stay afterward for genealogy in our lobby.

Wednesday, Nov. 9. Book Club.
Den Goda Filjan (The Best of Intentions) by Ingmar Bergman. It’s 
about Bergman’s parents. 5:30 p.m. Read in Swedish or English, 
discuss in English. Grab a drink first and meet in the library. Free. For 
info, contact trudgette@yahoo.com or 206-715-4869.

Wednesday, Nov. 9. Members & Friends Dinner.
Viking dinner menu by James Bushell, who’ll explain what we’re 
eating, discuss the social value of food in the Vikings’ diet and trace 
the spread of Scandinavian culture. Social hour 5:30, dinner 6:30. 
Brief business meeting after dinner. RSVP to 206-283-1090 or 
rsvp@swedishclubnw.org $20. RSVPs after Monday pay $25.

Friday, Nov. 11. Scandinavian Folkdance.
Dance to live music from 8 to 10:30 p.m. Partner not required! 
Dance: $8 members, $10 guests. Lesson at 7:30 to review basic 
dances. For information, contact pat@folkdancing.com.

Friday, Nov. 11. Savoy Night Owls at Happy Hour.
Yes, we’re open on Veterans Day! This Seattle-based jazz quintet 
features vocal jazz standards. Come and welcome them for their 
first performance at the Swedish Club! Music starts at around 7:30. 
Free, but tips appreciated.

Wednesday, Nov. 16. Club Board Meeting.
Members are welcome to attend as guests. Public comment period 
at 6 p.m., followed by the meeting.

Wednesday, Nov. 16. Icelandic Film.
Hrútar (Rams). Two brothers, Gummi and Kiddi, live side by side in 
a secluded Icelandic valley, both tending sheep, but not speaking to 
each other—that is, until disaster strikes. Drama. 93 min.

Coming Events at the Swedish Club
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Thursday, Nov. 17. Volunteer Appreciation Dinner.
All volunteers are cordially invited to enjoy a wonderful meal, as our 
way of saying thanks for your work all year long. Partners and 
drivers are welcome, but they will be charged $20 for the meal. We 
must have your RSVP by Tuesday, Nov. 15. 6 p.m.

Friday, Nov. 18. Vikings Return to the Club.
We’re watching “The Vikings” from the History Channel, Season 4. 
Every Friday. 5:30 p.m.

Friday, Nov. 18.
Nordic/Baltic Cycling Adventure: “Invading the Baltics.”

Cycle tourist Mark Hillman will make a lively presentation of his 
latest cycling adventure. Mark has ridden thousands of miles in the 
Nordic and Baltic countries, and will tell us all about his trip to 
Finland, Estonia, Latvia and the environs. He’ll show slides and 
discuss self-guided touring, equipment, preparation and navigation. 
Free. 7:30 p.m., starting with artillery fire in Helsinki’s Senate Square 
(Senaatintori).

Wednesday, Nov. 23. Kafferep.
Monthly Swedish-style coffee party with homemade goodies from 
our best baking members. 2 p.m. You’re welcome.

Wednesday, Nov. 23. Finnish Film.
Yhden tähden hotelli. (One Star Hotel). Best Documentary winner at 
the Jussi awards in 2008. About Jorma Kääriänen and his band, the 
Agents, as they crisscross Finland playing one-night gigs. 73 min. 
7:30 p.m. $5 donation.

Friday, Nov. 25. Building Closed for Thanksgiving.
We’ll be closed all day. No Kafé, no Happy Hour, no films, etc.

Saturday, Nov. 26. Guild Meeting.
Be part of the fund-raising, fun-raising mission of the Club! 10 a.m.

Wednesday, Nov. 30. Decorate the Christmas Trees.
Join the crew at 6 p.m. to decorate the trees on each floor. Everyone 
is welcome to come and help. A cup of the season’s first batch of 
glögg will be your reward! RSVP if you can help: 206-283-1090 or 
rsvp@swedishclubnw.org.

Wednesday, Nov. 30. Swedish Bingo.
Members and guests welcome. Enjoy pea soup and homemade limpa 
bread. Bring cash, as bingo cards can be sold only for cash. (First 
one $10, additional cards $5). Food at around 5, bingo at 7 p.m.

What’s Coming Up for Christmas at the Club!

Friday, Dec. 2 & 9. Julbord.
Dec. 2: Dinner at 6:30 p.m. RSVP: $55 ($60 after Nov. 29). 
Dec. 9: Lunch at noon. RSVP: $45 ($50 after Dec. 6). Dinner at 
6:30, includes Luciatåg with Lucia from Sweden. RSVP: $60 ($65 
after Dec. 6).

Wednesday, Dec. 14. Members & Friends Dinner.
Program on Minecraft, online game developed in Sweden.

Friday, Dec. 16. Lutfisk/Lutefisk Dinner at the Club.
An Icelander (Jens Eysteinsson) and a Norwegian (Leif Eie) 
walk into a kitchen … to cook our lutefisk. Enjoy it Swedish or 
Norwegian style. Live music for dancing and singing. 6:30 p.m. 
RSVP: rsvp@swedishclubnw.org or 206-283-1090 by Tuesday, Dec. 
13. $30, includes a cup of glögg. Late RSVPs and at the door $35.

Friday, Dec. 31. Nyårsfest at the Club.
Celebrate a Nordic New Year’s at the 
Swedish Club! Great music and dancing 
on all three floors. 8–10 p.m. Enjoy Maria 
Mannisto and her trio with traditional 
songs and jazz standards on the top floor, 
and Skandia Kapell and folk dancing on 
the lobby floor. Starting at 9 p.m., the 
18-piece Purple Passion Swing Band plays 
big band dance favorites on the ground 
floor. At 10:30 p.m., Lushy and Gigantor 
take over the top floor. They’re the 
grooviest lounge pop and old-school ska, 
with Lynval Golding of The Specials and a 
killer horn section. Elegant Swedish dinner 
served 8–10 p.m. for $45 extra. Early bird 
prices until Dec. 1: $20 blue card Club 
members, $30 guests. After Dec. 1: $40 
blue card members and $50 guests. 
Includes party favors, a glass of cham-
pagne and a fantastic view of the 
fireworks.

Baltics by Bicycle
Join us for Happy Hour on Friday, Nov. 18, for a slide show and talk with cycle tourist 

Mark Hillman. Learn all about Mark’s recent trip to Finland, Estonia and Latvia. Get 

tips on self-guided touring, equipment, preparation and navigation. Free. 7:30 p.m.



Seasonal Community Events

Saturday & Sunday, Nov. 19 & 20.
Open House at Scandinavian Specialties.

Coffee, glögg, pepparkakor, etc. 6719 15th Ave. NW, 
Seattle, 98117.

Saturday & Sunday, Nov. 19 & 20. Yulefest.
At Nordic Heritage Museum, 3014 NW 67th St., 
Seattle.

Friday, Dec. 24.
Scandinavian Holiday on the  
Scandinavian Hour.

Holiday music on the radio and features from the 
local clubs. 12 noon to 2 p.m. Tune in to 1150 AM or 
live streaming on kknw.com.

Saturday, Dec. 25.
Sounds of a Scandinavian Christmas on the 
Scandinavian Hour.

A radio present. Tune in to 1150 AM or live stream-
ing on kknw.com.

Standing Committee Meetings
Building: 1st Tuesday of the month (Nov. 1, Dec. 6, 
Jan. 3), 5 p.m.

Finance: Thursday after the 2nd Wednesday of the 
month (Nov. 10, Dec. 15, Jan. 12), 4 p.m.

Membership: 3rd Monday of the month, except for 
holidays (Nov. 21, no Dec. mtg.), 10 a.m.

Board Nominating Committee: Usually 2nd 
Wed. (Nov. 9, Dec. 14, Jan. 11), 5 p.m.

Guild: Usu. 4th Saturday of the month (Nov. 26, 
no Dec. mtg., Jan. 28), 10 a.m.

Blue card Club members, volunteers & new 
members welcome. More info: contact Executive 
Director Kristine Leander.

Every Monday, Wednesday, Thursday
Genealogy Research. From the Swedish-Finn 
Historical Society in our lobby. Monday & Thursday 
9:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m., Wednesdays 2–5 p.m. and 
every pancake Sunday 10 a.m.–2 p.m.

Every Tuesday
Sing with Us! Swedish Singers of Seattle, with the 
men meeting at 6:45 and the women at 7:30. Singing 
together is verrrry Swedish. No auditions, always 
fresh coffee, everyone welcome. For more info: 
swedishsingersseattle@gmail.com.

Every Wednesday (Except 2nd)
Lilla Fredag. Our bar is open for Swedish pea 
soup, homemade limpa bread and libations. 5 p.m.

Every Friday
Swedish Food: Kafé & Happy Hour! Our 
Friday Kafé serves up smörgås (open-face sand-
wiches), Swedish meatballs, homemade desserts 
and more, prepared by Chefs Ann-Margret 
Lightle and Malin Jonsson, from noon to 
2 p.m. And our evening Happy Hour meal 
showcases different entrees each week by Chefs 
Malin and Christine Lea at 6 p.m. Visit www.
swedishclubnw.org for this weekend’s mouth
watering menus.

Matinees. Films with English subtitles. $5 donation. 
2 p.m. Come early for lunch in our Kafé (noon to 2).
•	 Oct. 28. Finnish film: Aleksis Kiven elämä (The 

Life of Aleksis Kivi). 101 min.
•	 Nov. 4. American film: It Happened at the World’s 

Fair. Elvis and a blast from the past. 105 min.
•	 Nov. 11. Swedish film: Nattvardsgästerna (Winter 

Light). Black and white Ingmar Bergman film 
from 1962. 80 min.

•	 Nov. 18. Icelandic film: Hrútar (Rams). Drama. 
93 min.

•	 Nov. 25. Building closed. No film.
•	 Dec. 2. Finnish documentary: Yhden tähden 

hotelli (One Star Hotel). 73 min. 

Mad Men. We’re getting in touch with our 
building’s mid-century roots by watching the final 
season of “Mad Men” in our Board Room at 5:30. 
But this month, we’ll have to bid Don Draper and 
the gang a fond farewell. Not to fear, though: 
Starting Nov. 18, we’ll watch Season 4 of the 
History Channel’s “The Vikings” series.
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Helping the Club?
Bring new life to your 
Scandinavian sweaters! Our 
annual Sweater Snag is 
coming up on Sunday, 
Dec. 4. Donate your gently 
used sweaters to the Club 
between now and Dec. 1, 
and we’ll make them 
available to others to enjoy. 
The Swedish Club Guild 
will sell the sweaters at the 
December Swedish pancake 
breakfast.

Retired but still raring to 
go? Sometimes the Club 
needs volunteers to help 
with repairs and minor 
construction. If you have 
plumber, electrician or 
carpenter bona fides and 
have occasional time to 
donate, please call the office 
and add your name to the 
list of those we can call 
upon when the need arises.

Bring your membership 
cards to events. It speeds 
up lines and make it easier 
for volunteers selling tickets 
or checking you in.

Rentals available at 
Swedish Club, 1920 Dexter 
Ave N., Seattle. Call 
206-283-1078 or visit 
www.swedishclubnw.org/
Venues/venues.htm. If 
you’ve been a blue card 
member for at least a year, 
you get a 20 percent 
discount.

Share Your Retirement with the Club

If you own an IRA, you can make an annual tax-free transfer of up to $100,000 to a public charity, 
such as the Swedish Club. You must be 70½ years of age. The gift can count toward your required 

minimum distribution. You will recognize no taxable income on the transfer, but you cannot claim an 
income tax deduction for the gift.
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Scandinavian 
gifts, 
treasures
and baked 
goods

Saturday: 
Meatballs, open-face  
sandwiches, pea soup  
and waffles

Sunday: 
Traditional Swedish  
pancake breakfast
8 a.m.–1 p.m.

Beer Stuga 
both days

SAT. & SUN. 
NOV. 5-6   

 9  a.m. – 3 p.m.

1920 Dexter Ave. N., Seattle 98109 FREE PARKING   www.swedishclubnw.org   206-283-1090

SCANDINAVIAN 
HOLIDAY BAZAAR


