Swedish Club News
Vol. 57, Issue 7: July 2018

Swedish Club . Seattle . Washington

A home for the Nordic-American community

My Life as a Dog at the Swedish Club!

E
Our Mission
To promote better understanding
between the United States and
the Nordic countries, with
emphasis on Sweden, and to
perpetuate Nordic culture
and traditions through the
teaching, observance, practice
and celebration of this culture
and its traditions.

very dog has its day—and your dog’s day is
coming up this month, when you’re invited
to bring your furry friend to Happy Hour.
Want to help us raise some funds to fly
My Life as a Dog author Reidar Jönsson over
from Sweden? You and your dog are
welcome to join us for a special fundraising
evening on Friday, July 27, when we let the
dogs into the Swedish Club. We hope the
evening will go to the dogs—in a good way.
We’ll welcome vendors with dog-oriented
products, eat hot dogs and learn more about
man’s (and woman’s) best friend than you
might have thought you wanted to know.
The canine capers will start around 5
p.m. Think you can’t teach an old dog a
new trick? We’ll serve food in the bar
instead of the dining room that evening.
People will be admitted for free, but we’ll
charge $5 per pooch. Not fair? Hey, it’s a
dog’s life.

Uber/Lyft Rider Training!

U

ber and Lyft are online
rideshare services that
connect riders with drivers—
and the Club wants to help
connect you with these
transportation providers. Your
younger friends may say it’s
simple, or it may look easy
when you see them using it.
But how to get started?
Well, let’s take the
intimidation factor away!
We’ve invited some techie
members to sit down with
everyone at the Club who
wants this training. You’ll
Cont. on p. 4

Above: Oliver, a 10-year-old
Goldendoodle and service
dog who belongs to Lotta
Gustafsson, enjoyed the
music at a recent Friday
Happy Hour. Right: Swedish
novelist, playwright and
screenwriter Reidar Jönsson
is best known for My Life as
a Dog. We’d like to invite
him to visit the Club, but
we’ll need to pay his airfare.
To that end, join us Friday,
July 27, for a fundraiser—and
bring along your dog.
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Club Notes

I

n the June issue of Swedish Club News, we
listed 12 building improvements that have
been accomplished in the last year or so, from a
new elevator to new chairs, etc. To read the
entire list, check out last month’s newsletter
online at swedishclubnw.org/newsletters/2018/
june2018.pdf.
Now it’s time to detail the projects that are
in process or still in the dreaming stage. New
carpeting has been installed on the top floor,
and the work outside the parking lot entrance is
now underway. The plan is to replace the
broken tile, remove the planter and replace it
with benches to honor Bengt Hag, who
spent many Sunday mornings there, welcoming
people to our monthly Swedish pancake
breakfasts. The planter had to be removed,
since we could not solve the problem of it
leaking into the building.
Another project we’re planning is to
refurbish the “butler’s kitchen” on the northwest corner of the Three Crowns Dining
Room. We are planning a small pass-through
kitchen and ice machine for our Friday chefs, so
they don’t have to run downstairs for a serving
spoon or go to another part of the building for

ice. We’re also taking bids on installing solarblocking blinds on the top floor windows, to
keep it from getting too warm up there on hot
days. Thanks to a generous donor who kicked
off a “new chairs for Stockholm Hall” campaign,
that’s the next project you’ll hear about.
That’s our to-do list—because we’re all
homeowners of our beautiful Swedish Club
building. It’s our gem, and we’d like to hear
from you about the projects you think we
should be working on. While the Board ponders
developing our parking lots into residential
housing with underground parking, let’s focus
on our building. What do you think should be
prioritized for improvements around the Club?
What sort of minor or major changes to the
building would improve it, in your estimation?
Please write or call me with your suggestions
and ideas (kristine@swedishclubnw.org or
206-283-1090). And if you really want to help
us toward these projects, a little “pengar in our
pocket” moves us along. We’d love to have your
suggestions and your donations!
K ristine Leander , Executive Director
kristine@swedishclubnw.org

Friday, July 13.
Happy Hour
with Semmy and
Sergei.
Semmy Stahlhammer
from Sweden will be
joined at the Club on
Friday, July 13, by
accordionist Sergei
Teleshev from Russia
(pictured) and local
violist Karie Prescott.
Semmy has been the
concertmaster at the
Stockholm Royal
Opera and a faculty
member at the
Stockholm Royal Music College. He also has 20 CD recordings as a solo artist. The repertoire
he plans for us will be some solo Bach pieces, Swedish pieces with Sergei, Mozart with Karie
and some pieces that all three will play together. The last time Semmy was here, the top floor
of the Club was filled to hear him. It’s an evening everyone will enjoy.
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President’s Message

A

s volunteers were serving the wonderful
food at the recent National Day dinner, it
struck me again how great it is the way
people pitch in and help at the Swedish Club.
An organization such as ours runs on the
efforts of volunteers, and I want to thank all
of you for those efforts. Tack sa mycket! It is
amazing what goes on to keep the Club
running. I am going to list the volunteer
activities I can think of offhand, and I
apologize to those I may miss.
First there is the Guild, whose members
do everything from running the little store on
pancake Sundays to selling meatballs at ABBA
Night. Their job is to raise money for such
items as the refurbished kitchen on the main
floor. And it was volunteers who installed the
kitchen.
Next are the committees. The Building
Committee identifies needed improvements
and brings solutions to the Board. The
Nominating Committee handles the Board
election process, and the Finance Committee
helps keep the Board on an even keel.
Then there are people who put on
programs, such as Mark Hillman, who
has both educated and entertained us by
relating his bicycle trips through Finland
and other parts of Scandinavia. I am not
sure whether the Swedish Singers of Seattle
consider themselves volunteers, because
they enjoy so much what they do. But they

SC Announces
sure donate a lot of time and energy
bringing us wonderful music.
Of course, a quite visible group of
volunteers are the many folks who put on the
monthly Swedish pancake breakfast. Come
on down and they’ll teach you how to fry up
those pancakes. There are also folks who
work keeping up the landscaping, providing
flowers, repairing things and working in the
office, handling membership. There are even
students who need to volunteer for school
credit, and prefer to volunteer at the Swedish
Club, even though their families are not
members here.
If you have a skill you think would
benefit the Club, or you just want to dig in
where needed, contact the Club and we’ll
gladly help you. Not only does the Club
benefit, but so do you. It is fun and makes
you feel good, and I have made fast friends
volunteering.
Bingo is the last Wednesday of the
month, and is also run by volunteers,
primarily Mary McCann. But in June I get
to be the caller, and I can’t wait—it’s a lot of
fun. By the time you read this it will be over,
but you get the picture. So, the next time you
run across a volunteer, say thank you.
Vi ses på klubben.
Gary Sund
garysund@ymail.com

News about, or in the interest
of our members...
The Swedish Club announces 1,295
member households, including 80
Lifetime members and 144 Social
members. Our members’ names
appear in boldface in Swedish

Club News.
New Members
Claire Anderson & Michael Codding
Ronan Bennett & Maya Hunnewell
Andrew Bjorn
Erika Ferguson
Wendy Forselius
Elizabeth Harris*
Yasmine Kiss & Shawn Kavon
Louis Leboa
Richard Roman
Antonnia Santos*
Michael Sullivan*

*Social member
The Swedish Club is lucky to have an abundance of great musicians and talented
musical groups among our members. Skandia Kapell members, shown here, played for
us at Midsommar and will return on July 4. From left to right: Steve Johnston, Sarah
Funk, Jim Skrinde, Deirdre Cochran, Bjarne Jacobsen and Kris Johansson.

www.swedishclubnw.org

Cont. on p. 5
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UBER/LYFT
Cont. from p. 1
learn how to link a payment method to an account through your
smartphone, and how to summon your first driver. You’ll learn
why the cost varies at different times of the day, and how to
compute the potential fare beforehand. We’ll have the training on
Friday, July 6, at 4 p.m.
And if you’re an experienced Uber or Lyft user with available
time on July 6, we need you. We want to have as much one-on-one
training as we can provide. Call or e-mail us to say you’re coming
for the training, or that you’ll be a trainer for a fellow Swedish Club
member: rsvp@swedishclubnw.org or 206-283-1090. We hope that
the convenience of Uber and Lyft will make it a little easier for some
of our members to attend events.

Swede of the Year

A group of Swedish Club volunteers at the annual Swedish
meatball lunch we provide for the clients of the Millionair
Club Charity.

O

ur “Swede” of the
Year for 2018–19
is a Norwegian. Leif
Eie was named Swede
of the Year due to his
generous spirit and
willingness to help the
Club, plus his ongoing
generosity to the Nordic
community in general. In
his working career, Leif
was the Northwestern
manager for Scandinavian
Airlines. Many individuals
remember him giving free plane
tickets to various clubs and
fundraising drives in the area.
He doesn’t have to change his
ethnicity to become our Swede
of the Year, but we did ask him
to pose for this photo next to
the Swedish royalty. Always
teasing, Leif said he hoped it
would “upgrade his image” a
bit. Congratulations, Leif!

Who Wants to
Feed a Millionair?

T

After our volunteers provided our annual Swedish meatball
lunch for the Charity’s clients, we learned that due to its success at
placing people in jobs, it has an ongoing need for durable, workstyle black pants, black socks and plain black T-shirts (M, L, XL and
XXL). There’s also a need for high-efficiency laundry soap pods. If
you can drop off any of these items at the Swedish Club, we’ll
deliver them. And don’t forget to call 206-728-JOBS (5627) to hire a
Millionair Club Charity client for a task you may need fulfilled at
your home or business. As Martin would say, “Tack så mycket!”

In Memoriam

W

e learned recently that Erik Andrew Olson passed away in
2017 at the age of 98. Erik was a devoted Swedish Club
member who served as our treasurer from 1984 to 1986. He never
lost his affection or concern for the Club, inquiring every time he
visited—into his late 90s—how we were doing financially. He was
extremely pleased with our growth in the last decade. Erik was one
of the earlier giants on whose shoulders our current leaders stand.

Leif Eie’s autobiography,
Modern-Day Viking: The
Traveling Tales of a True
Norwegian, is available
through Amazon.com.

he Millionair Club Charity
remains one of the Swedish
Club’s favorite causes. This
longtime Seattle institution helps find temporary and permanent
jobs for those experiencing homelessness or unemployment. It also
provides meals, showers, laundry, vision care and transitional
housing. Founded by a Swede, Martin Johansson, in 1921, it continues to have an impact on the futures of countless folks in Seattle.
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The Swedish Club honors the memories of Erik Andrew

Olson (left) and Bill Erickson.
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Bill (William) Eriksson passed away in

half-hearted or in passing, but a full-faced
“Hello, Kristine; hello, Mary.” Bill’s hellos
always made you feel as if he had really seen
you and acknowledged your presence. We
will miss him.

Cont. from p. 3

Norway. Here at the Club, he volunteered

Well Done, Donors!

A. Price Consulting

for our Swedish pancake breakfasts and also

eople give to the Swedish Club for all kinds
of reasons. Here’s a list of who donated
recently and why. There’s room for you on this
list—call 206-283-1090 to learn more.

P

Seattle Counselors Association

June at the age of 77. He was a faithful
volunteer for the Swedish Club and, not
wanting to play favorites, also volunteered at
the Leif Erikson Lodge of the Sons of

occasionally as a cashier, checking people in
for events. Bill was always friendly and made
a point of saying hello to people—not

SC Announces
Corporate Members
Rainier Title
Singer Galleries
Skål Beer Hall

Hearing loops: John Schee

Pancake Guests

Scholarship Fund: Lotta Gavel Adams

June 3: 640

Our monthly Sunday pancakes not only
are delicious, they add to our bottom
line, fiscally speaking. In 2017–18 we
served an estimated 7,900 breakfasts,
with an average of 720 per month.
Estimated annual revenue was $67,800—
and it was made possible by 2,000
volunteer hours. So are we doing well by
eating good? You betcha!

Bring home a copy of Anna’s Home

A

uthor Roz Olson Spitzer came to our Members & Friends Dinner in May and
introduced us to Anna’s Home, a fictionalized account of her great-grandparents’
letters to each other in the late 1800s. The story is fascinating for history buffs, as Roz has
done her research on early Swedish settlers to this area. It’s also highly evocative of the
struggles some of our ancestors endured. Secret Garden Book Shop (2214 NW Market St.
in Ballard) is stocking the book, so it’s a great place to pick it up and look for other books
on your reading list.

Standing Committee
Meetings
Building & Property: 4th
Wednesday of the month (July 25,
Aug. 22, Sept. 19), 5:30 p.m.
Finance: 3rd Wed. (July 18, Aug. 15,
Sept. 19), 4 p.m.
Membership: 3rd Monday of the
month, except for holidays (July 16,
Aug. 20), 10 a.m.
Board Nominating Committee:
Usually 3rd Wed. (July 18, Aug. 15,
Sept. 17), 5 p.m.
Guild: Usu. 4th Sat. (July 28,
Aug. 25, Sept. 22), 10 a.m.
Blue card Club members, volunteers
and new members welcome. For
more information, e-mail kristine@

swedishclubnw.org. Last-minute
changes may occur in meeting
times. Call the office to confirm.
New address? Send your address
changes or corrections to Swedish
Club, Attn.: Address Change, 1920
Dexter Ave. N., Seattle, WA 98109.
Or you can e-mail to

info@swedishclubnw.org.
Visit Secret Garden Books in Ballard for a
copy of Anna’s Home by Roz Spitzer.

www.swedishclubnw.org

Let us know if we left out your
information by mistake.
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Coming Events at the Swedish Club
Sunday, July 1. No Swedish Pancakes.
July is the month we traditionally give our volunteers a break from
pancake duties. They’ll gather at the griddle once again on Aug. 5—
see you then!
Wednesday, July 4. Fourth of July Party at the Club.
The best spot in Seattle for watching fireworks. Barbecue dinner by
Smokin’ Pete’s BBQ in Ballard. Folk dancing! Trivia! Kids’ program &
film. Dinner & inside seats to watch the fireworks: Blue card members
$41, nonmembers $46 (kids $23). Outdoor seats: $51/$56/$28. Free
parking for the first 100 cars, starting at 7 p.m. Doors open at 7.
Dinner at 7:30. RSVP: 206-283-1090 or rsvp@swedishclubnw.org.
Friday, July 6. Uber/Lyft Training.
The Club is offering Uber and Lyft training for members wanting to
increase their transportation choices when coming to the Club. Let us
know you can be there at 4 p.m. And if you’d like to be a trainer, we
need you too! RSVP: rsvp@swedishclubnw.org or 206-283-1090.
Wednesday, July 11. Club Board Meeting.
The monthly Board meeting is the first Wednesday of the month
(delayed a week due to the Fourth of July holiday). Members are
welcome to attend as guests. Public comment period at 6 p.m.,
followed by the meeting.

here, we filled the house! His music is not to be missed! With Sergei
Teleshev, accordion, and Karie Prescott, viola.
Friday, July 13. Scandinavian Folkdance.
Starting at 7:30, a quick lesson in Scandinavian dances. 8:55 break.
At 9:10, Scandinavian dances for those with more experience. Live
music. Partner not required! Dance: $8 members, $10 guests. For
information, contact pat@folkdancing.com.
Fridays, July 13–Aug. 3. Film Series.
“The Immigrant Experience”: Four Scandinavian films. Details on p. 8.
Wednesday, July 18. Members & Friends Annual Pizza &
Potluck Dinner.
Our July meeting is always a treat. First, our menu is pizza and potluck!
Second, Seattle has some of the finest folk musicians anywhere, and
tonight, Skandia Kapell entertains us with songs and stories. Third, the
Guild will be here selling used costume jewelry for a “Bling Benefit” for
the Club. Social hour 5:30, dinner 6:30. RSVP: rsvp@swedishclubnw.org
or 206-283-1090. $10 if you bring something for the potluck, $15 if
you don’t. RSVPs after Monday pay $25.

Wednesday, July 11. American Classic Film.
Casablanca. From 1942, America’s most beloved movie features
Ingrid Bergman and Humphrey Bogart as two people who sacrifice
their love for a higher cause. 102 min. 7:30 p.m. $5 donation.
Wednesday, July 11. Craft Night in the Bar.
The second Wednesday evening is the craft session at the Swedish
Club. Pea soup starts at 5, crafts anytime.
Friday, July 13. Semmy Returns to the Swedish Club!
Musical program by Semmy Stahlhammer, concertmaster at the
Stockholm Royal Opera, faculty member at the Stockholm Royal
Music College and solo artist on 20 CD recordings. Last time he was

Skål Beer Hall Opens in Ballard This September

Wednesday, July 25. Swedish Bingo.
Members and guests welcome. Every last Wednesday of the
month, Mary McCann leads us in bingo! Enjoy pea soup
and homemade limpa bread. Food at around 5 p.m., bingo at
7. Bring cash to pay for your bingo cards!

We’re Ballard residents of Norwegian and Swedish descent, and we aim to honor our
neighborhood’s Nordic roots by opening a relaxed, communal beer hall this September in
the former People’s Pub and Vasa Grill space at 5429 Ballard Ave. NW, just off Market
Street. Skål is our interpretation of what a Viking mead hall would be like today, with a
rotating selection of local craft beer, cider, mead, wine and specialty cocktails (with an
emphasis on the Scandinavian favorite, aquavit). The full kitchen is inspired by the idea of
a Viking butcher shop, and will feature bar bites and shared plates that explore wild
flavors from the woods and sea.
If you’d like to contribute to our fundraiser to help support our opening, please visit
www.skalballard.com. We’ve got plenty of great perks to offer, including lifetime
memberships to our mug club, “Beerhalla.” Tack så mycket!
—A dam McQueen & Lexi
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Friday, July 20. “A Home for the Nordic
Community” Visioning Session.
Our first three sessions were so successful, we’re
adding one! We want your ideas for realizing our
vision of “A Home for the Nordic Community”—
and your priorities for future improvements to our
facility. Come brainstorm with us! Let us know you
can come: rsvp@swedishclubnw.org or 206-2831090. 6 p.m. (Rumor has it that a contingent
coming this evening intends to make cardamomchocolate ice cream on an old-fashioned Husqvarna
ice cream maker after the session. You’re invited!)
Wednesday, July 25. Kafferep.
Monthly Swedish-style coffee party with homemade goodies from our best baking members.
2 p.m. You’re very welcome.
Wednesday, July 25. Kvinnor Kan Book Club.
This book club was formed to read books with
female protagonists. This month we’re reading A
Singular Woman: the Untold Story of Barack Obama’s
Mother, by Janny Scott. We’ll learn more about
Stanley Ann Dunham: “Driven, earnest, big-hearted,
large-boned, messy, tolerant of everyone but prigs
and fools, she cut a striking figure in her world.” Grab
a drink and meet in the lobby. Time: 5:45 p.m.
Feminist emeritus Alene Moris will be here to
discuss the book with us. For info: kristine@
swedishclubnw.org or 206-283-1090.
Wednesday, July 25. Swedish Bingo.
Members and guests welcome. Enjoy pea soup and
homemade limpa bread. Bring cash, as bingo cards
can be sold only for cash. (First card $10, additional
cards $5). Food at around 5, bingo at 7.
Mark Your Calendars!
Friday, Aug. 24. “Finnish Your Dinner.” (Dine
under the sky with the Finns.)
Saturday, Sept. 8. Kräftskiva crayfish
dinner.
Friday, Oct. 5. Viking Disco.
Thursday, Nov. 8. Volunteer appreciation
dinner.
Fridays, Dec. 7 & 14. Julbord.
Friday, Dec. 21. Lutfisk dinner.
Monday, Dec. 31. New Year’s Eve at the
Swedish Club.
Friday, Apr. 5, 2019. ABBA Night.
Saturday, May 18, 2019. Back to Our
Roots Auction.

www.swedishclubnw.org

Wednesday, July 25. Finnish Film.
Kielletty hedelmä (Forbidden Fruit). A teenage girl
from a rural Laestadian community decides to break
out and test her freedom. $5 donation. Shown again
Friday, 7/27, 2 p.m. 104 min.
Friday, July 27.
My Life as a Dog at the Swedish Club.
You’re invited to bring your dog to Happy Hour!
Hot diggity dog! One time only, we’ll let the Club
go to the dogs, while we enjoy dog-related
vendors, food, wine, etc. Maybe we’re barking up
the wrong tree, but we’re trying to raise airfare to
bring Reidar Jönsson, author of My Life as a Dog,
over from Sweden. Humans, free; dogs $5 each.
5 p.m. till closing.
Saturday, July 28. Guild Meeting.
Be part of the fund-raising, fun-raising mission of the
Club! 10 a.m. Picnic today; call the Club for location.
Every Monday, Wednesday, Thursday
Genealogy Research. From the Swedish-Finn
Historical Society in our lobby. Monday and
Thursday 9:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m., Wednesday 2–5 p.m.,
every pancake Sunday 10 a.m.–2 p.m.
Every Wednesday
(Except 3rd)
Lilla Fredag and Happy Hour. Our bar is open
for “Little Friday” with Swedish pea soup, homemade
limpa bread and libations. 5 p.m.
Every Friday
Swedish Food: Kafé & Happy Hour! Our
Friday Kafé serves up smörgås (open-face sandwiches),
Swedish meatballs, desserts and more by Chefs
Ann-Margret Lightle and Malin Jonsson,
noon to 2 p.m. Evening Happy Hour showcases
entrées weekly by Chef Christine Lea at 6 p.m.
For menus, visit www.swedishclubnw.org.
Matinees. Films with English subtitles. $5 donation.
2 p.m. Come early for lunch in our Kafé (noon to 2).
• July 6. Swedish film: Innan frosten (Before the
Frost). A typical Wallander mystery crime. An
elderly woman is murdered by a man she saw
burning swans. 93 min.
• July 13. American classic: Casablanca. 102 min.
• July 20. Swedish film: ZoZo. A Lebanese boy is
separated from his family during the civil war
and ends up in Sweden. 104 min.
• July 27. Finnish film: Kielletty hedelmä (Forbidden
Fruit). 104 min.

Helping the Club?
You like gardening, but not
getting down to do it? Help
us de-head the rhododendrons in our landscaping.
You set the day and time
and we’ll provide free
future Swedish pancake
breakfast tickets for your
labor!
Bring your membership
cards to events. It speeds
up lines and make it easier
for volunteers selling tickets
or checking you in.
Rentals available at
Swedish Club, 1920 Dexter
Ave N., Seattle. Call
206-283-1078 or visit
www.swedishclubnw.org/
Venues/venues.htm. If
you’ve been a blue card
member for at least a year,
you get a 20 percent
discount.
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THE IMMIGRANT EXPERIENCE
A Nordic film series exploring the dreams, challenges and struggles of immigrants
both then and now, from the time of the Great Migration to contemporary Scandinavia.

Friday, July 13

Pelle erobreren (Pelle the Conqueror)
Bille August’s epic drama about a Swedish boy, Pelle and his aging
father (Max von Sydow) who go to Denmark at the end of the 19th
century in search of a better life. They find work on a farm. Harassed
as outsiders, they continue to dream of a better life. (1987)

Friday, July 20

Nybyggarna (The New Land)
The saga of a Swedish immigrant family from Småland struggling
to establish a new life for themselves in the forest of Minnesota in
the mid-19th century. Starring Max von Sydow and Liv Ullmann
as Karl-Oskar and Kristina. Based on Vilhelm Moberg’s classic
emigrant novel series. (1973)

Friday, July 27

Jeg er din (I Am Yours)
A young woman caught between two cultures in Norway, Mina is an
unhappy single mother in Oslo’s Pakistani expatriate community.
She seeks affection from men she hooks up with, and begins to
ignore her young son for a man she thinks can change her life for
the better—only to be left disappointed and alone. (2013)

Friday, Aug. 3

Svenskjävel (Underdog)
Dino is a young Swedish woman who dreams of a different life and
finds work among the nouveau riche in Oslo. She finds herself in
a destructive loop of temporary jobs, financial trouble and hard
partying, and ends up the center of an odd love triangle, representing
the shifted power balance between Sweden and Norway. (2016)

All films are in the Scandinavian languages with English subtitles.
Showtime at 5:30 p.m., Fridays at the Swedish Club, 1920 Dexter Ave. N., Seattle.
Everyone welcome — free admission with suggested $5 donation.
For more information, email seattlebergensistercities@gmail.com.
Seattle-Bergen Sister City Association
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