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ABBA Night Abides
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A home for the Nordic-American community

T
Our Mission
To promote better understanding
between the United States and
the Nordic countries, with
emphasis on Sweden, and to
perpetuate Nordic culture
and traditions through the
teaching, observance, practice
and celebration of this culture
and its traditions.

he enduring cultural appeal of ABBA,
Sweden’s ruling 1970s dance-pop
quartet, is something we can’t explain.
Fortunately, we don’t need to. Back when the
Club started its annual ABBA Night, we
didn’t plan for it to bring in scores of new
members, become one of the most talkedabout party events in Seattle, sell out every
year or put the Club on the map for many
millennials, Swedish and otherwise—but all
those things happened. We don’t have time to
ponder why—we’re too busy dancing!
ABBA Night 2020 happens on
Friday, Mar. 27. The ABBAgraphs
will play live ABBA music, and
Seattle’s own Haffi Haff—who’s
presently killing it on the Icelandic
version of “Dancing with the
Stars”—will present an amazing
program. Furthermore, DJ
Jonasson will transform the top
floor into the disco of your
dreams, with classic ABBA spins all
night long.
Our regular (blue card) members get first chance at tickets,
starting Monday, Feb. 3. Call the
Club at 206-283-1090 to buy
From top:
yours for $30 each. Individual
Our own
members are limited to two
MAMMA
MIA!
dancing
tickets, and households are limited queens
to four. Sales to Social members
get ready to
rock the house.
and the public ($40) begin on
Iceland’s TV
Monday, Mar. 2—at which point
viewers know
they’ll sell out within hours if not that Haffi Haff
minutes! Tell your friends that the doesn’t do anything halfway.
best way to get ABBA tickets is to Be sure to get your ABBA Night
T-shirt (Haffi’s got his)!
join the Club as a regular member
during February, before public ticket sales begin. Friends don’t let
friends miss out on ABBA Night tickets.
HERE WE GO AGAIN!

www.swedishclubnw.org

ABBA NIGHT

AT THE SWEDISH CLUB

Swedish Club

1920 Dexter Avenue North
Seattle, WA 98109
206-283-1090 Club Business
206-283-1078 Rentals
206-283-2970 FAX
info@swedishclubnw.org
rentals@swedishclubnw.org
rsvp@swedishclubnw.org
www.swedishclubnw.org
Office Hours
Monday–Friday, 10 a.m.–5 p.m.
Board of Directors
President Gary Sund
Vice President Mary Hillman
Secretary Mary Emerson
Treasurer Don Wahlquist
Directors: Janice Bogren, Dave Enfield,
Paul Heneghan, Monica Grafstrom
Hinckley, Kris Johansson, Chris Jones,
Langdon Miller, Ib Odderson, Larry
Omdal, Judith Peterick, Vi Reno,
Dale Roberts, Neil Snyder
Swedish Club Foundation
President Marta Schee
Trustees Bob Blair, Richard Billingham
Secretary Berit Lehner
Club Operations
Executive Director Kristine Leander
Dir. of Operations Malin Jonsson
Rentals Mgr. Court Potter
Events Mgr. Rain Gilman
Facilities Coord. Chris Sisco
Staff Accountant Toenette Hayes
Admin. Maggie
		 Hawthorne Kaye
Nominating Committee Chair
Jan Sullivan
Club Historian
Aina Oscarsson
Swedish Club Guild
Vice President Carol Graves
Secretary Jan Sullivan
Treasurer Judy Nilsen Cooper
Parliamentarian Jean Wirch
Swedish Singers of Seattle
swedishsingersseattle@gmail.com
swedishsingersofseattle.org
Swedish Club News
Editor: Kristine Leander
Copy Editor: Martin Stillion
Swedish Club News (USPS 533-750)
is published monthly as part of
yearly membership dues at $15 per
person, per year, by the Swedish
Club, 1920 Dexter Ave. N., Seattle,
WA 98109-2795. Telephone is
206-283-1090. Periodicals postage paid at Seattle, Washington.
Postmaster: send address changes
to Swedish Club News, 1920 Dexter
Ave. N., Seattle, WA 98109-2795.
Deadline for material for the
next issue is Feb. 15.

Bring articles into the office or fax
to 206-283-2970. You may also
e-mail articles to
kristine@swedishclubnw.org.

2

Club Notes

H

onor the past, live in the present and build
for the future. It’s in our DNA, particularly the part about honoring the past. But
Nordics are common-sense people, so living in
the present is also part of our genetic profile, as
is building for the future.
These three—past, present and future—
come together on Wednesday, Mar. 4, when the
Seattle Landmarks Preservation Board meets to
discuss the Swedish Club’s nomination for
historic landmark status. I wrote about this last
June, and that column is included on the insert
in this month’s Swedish Club News, to refresh
your memories.
You may wonder: Has anything changed
about our nomination? Only some details. We’d
thought the review would be last September,
but the Landmarks Board’s agenda has been full
until now. Also, the original nomination, made
by the Queen Anne Historical Society and
architect Larry Johnson, took some time to
finalize. A former Board Member of the Club,
Larry had done the research when the Club
first considered nomination in 2015, and he is
the sole author of the final report.

To provide oversight by the Swedish Club,
we hired preservation architect Susan Boyle
of BOLA Architecture + Planning to represent
us, and she prepared a supplemental report to
the original nomination. Both Susan and
architect Brian Runberg spoke at Members
& Friends Dinners to explain the landmark
process. Susan will return to answer other
questions from members on Wednesday,
Feb. 19, just prior to the Members & Friends
Dinner at 6 p.m.
Both Larry’s nomination and Susan’s
supplement can be read online at seattle.gov/
neighborhoods/programs-and-services/historicpreservation/landmarks#currentnominations. A
copy is available at each of these locations:
• The Swedish Club
• The Queen Anne Branch Library, 400 W.
Garfield St., Seattle
• The Department of Neighborhoods Office at
Seattle City Hall, 600 Fourth Ave., Fourth
Floor
The public is invited to send written comments by 3 p.m. on Tuesday, Mar. 3, to Seattle
Landmarks Preservation Board, Dept. of

Wednesday, Feb. 19. Members &
Friends Dinner.
veryone has stories about the good old
days—but not everyone has time to
write them down. Yet those stories keep us
in touch with an increasingly distant past.
This is particularly important for Swedes
and other Nordics in the Pacific Northwest.
We’re still here—and will be for the foreseeGordon Strand and Mari-Ann Kind Jackson will
able future—but we don’t have the populashare oral histories at the Club Feb. 19.
tions or the broad cultural influence that we
used to. What we do have are stories, if (to paraphrase Benjamin Franklin) we can keep them.
Enter the National Nordic Museum and its Nordic American Voices Oral History Program.
Since 2009, Museum staff and volunteers have recorded nearly 800 interviews in their effort to
collect and share the life histories of Nordic immigrants and their descendants in the Pacific
Northwest—including the farming communities in Snohomish and Skagit counties as well as
Scandinavian settlements in coastal and Eastern Washington.
This evening, we welcome Mari-Ann Kind Jackson and Gordon Strand from the Museum.
They’ll share highlights from Nordic Voices, including interviews about World War II in the Nordic
countries. And Chef Christine will serve a delicious Nordic meal.
Evenings like this are what the Swedish Club is all about. Years from now you’ll be telling stories
about this evening to an oral history researcher. RSVP at rsvp@swedishclubnw.org or 206-283-1090
by Tuesday noon. $22. Late RSVPs and walk-ins $25. Dinner 6:30, program around 7:30.
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Neighborhoods, P.O. Box 94649, Seattle, WA
98124-4649. You’re also invited to attend the
meeting on the afternoon of Wednesday,
Mar. 4, at Seattle City Hall, 600 Fourth Ave.,
Floor L2, Room L2-80, “Boards & Commissions.” The presentation will occur after
3:30 p.m. If you’re interested in attending,
please contact me, as I will be notified of the
specific time.
What do we think about the landmark
nomination? First, it was inevitable. Regardless of whether we were nominated by
someone else or ourselves, the City would
have nominated our building when we
sought a permit to do any major work.
Secondly, we are in a different position than
we were in 2015, when the financial advantages for renovation meant little to us. We

now have a better financial standing, and the
sort of work proposed for our building
could result in financial incentives that
would not be possible if it were not designated a landmark.
Are we fearful that we won’t be able to
make changes to our building? Not really. We
wouldn’t seek to alter the character of our
beloved mid-century modern clubhouse. If
changes need to be made for our members’
comfort or safety, the Landmark Board would
likely allow them.
We are an important part of Seattle’s
history—a cultural landmark, really—so it’s
time to make it official.
K ristine Leander, Executive Director
kristine@swedishclubnw.org

President’s Message

B

elieve me, volunteering has its rewards.
Take the monthly Swedish pancake
breakfast at the Club, for example. After
washing dishes in my case and frying
pancakes in Vinda’s case, we’ve burned off
enough calories to reward ourselves with a
trip to the bar at the Lockspot, at the north
entrance to the Ballard Locks. Our usual is
fish and chips with a brew for me and wine
for Vinda. Occasionally we’ll get their
homemade potato chips with clam dip. It
feels and tastes so good to relax and recoup.
Seriously, though, the real rewards of
volunteering are intangible. For instance, the
camaraderie at pancake breakfasts is unbelievable. The friendships that have developed
through sharing this and many other volunteer experiences are comfortable, fun and
long lasting. You’ve heard of runner’s high, the
sense of psychological well-being from
exercise. In the volunteering world it’s known
as a helper’s high—a sense of well-being from
doing good along with others.
Some activities can make you physically healthier. When I was a Scoutmaster, I
got out once a month on a hike, bike ride
or cross-country ski trip. I still see both
other adult volunteers and the Scouts who
are now grown up. To see them mature
into responsible adults and enjoy their

SC Announces
News about, or in the interest
of our members...
The Swedish Club announces 1,403
member households, including 86
Lifetime members and 157 Social
members. Our members’ names
appear in boldface in Swedish Club
News.
Due to privacy concerns,
the names of new
members are redacted
from the online edition of

friendship is another reward. Little League
was the same. Other groups put on walks
or fun runs to help various organizations,
or you can go on a beach cleanup. The list
is endless.
I have a friend who belongs to a garden
club. She helps coordinate activities, assists
with volunteer projects (planting trees,
creating small parks and paths), has at least a
monthly social outlet and both learns and
teaches gardening. It provides all the healthy
aspects of volunteering.
Recently the Royal Volunteering Service—
a UK charity founded during World War II—
reported that volunteering has a significant
impact on mental health. A third of the
volunteers in the study said they felt less
stressed, while 65 percent felt happier.
Last month I wrote about New Year’s
resolutions. I suggest that you add volunteering to your list for 2020. Don’t forget the
Swedish Club when looking for a place to
volunteer—we have opportunities of many
kinds. Come on down and join the dozens of
others who keep the Club running while
keeping themselves happy.
Vi ses på klubben.
Gary Sund
garysund@ymail.com

www.swedishclubnw.org

Swedish Club News.

Death
Sigrid Brorson
Corporate Members
Byen Bakeri
Columbia Lutheran Home
LaGaterie LLC
Magnolia Physical Therapy
National Nordic Museum
Nelson Boyd Attorneys
Seattle Counselors Association
Skål Beer Hall
Pancake Guests
Jan. 5: 651
New address? Send your address
changes or corrections to Swedish
Club, Attn.: Address Change, 1920
Dexter Ave. N., Seattle, WA 98109.
Or you can e-mail to
info@swedishclubnw.org.
Let us know if we left out your
information by mistake.
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Unload Some Loot and Grab New
Goodies at the Great Finds Sale

G

ot too much stuff, but can’t bear the thought of hosting a
garage sale? Our annual Great Finds Sale is for you. Register for
a table at the Swedish Club’s annual Great Finds Sale, to be held
Saturday and Sunday, Feb. 29–Mar. 1, and you can get rid of stuff and
have a fun couple of days greeting friends, eating Swedish food and
listening to music. Download an application at swedishclubnw.org/
PDFs/Great%20Finds.pdf or call the Club at 206-283-1090. The
sale happens on a pancake breakfast weekend, so the foot traffic
is built in!
For shoppers, admission is $2. The Great Finds Sale is a chance
to pick up (or get rid of) neat stuff; eat pea soup, meatballs and
pastries made by our Bite of Sweden cooks; hang out in the bar
listening to live music by some of our great Nordic groups; and learn
how to make smörgås sandwiches. Yes, you read that right. In
addition to unloading old treasures and hunting for new ones
brought in by vendors and Swedish Club members, you can enjoy a
smörgås in our bar on both days, and learn to build your own
smörgås on Sunday at 2 p.m. We’re still finalizing some of the details,
like which of our wonderful chefs will teach the smörgås class and
what it will cost, but we’re confident that our sandwiches are the
best in Seattle. Knowing how to make them could change your life.
To register for the class, please call the Swedish Club at
206-283-1090. Oh, and if you’re an in-betweener—you have
vintage items too good for Goodwill, but don’t want to operate
your own table all weekend—donate those items to the Club. We’ll
sell them at our own table. See you at the sale!

So You Think You Can Cook?

S

candinavian cuisine appears to be all the rage in Seattle, judging from
an upcoming $110 Nordic cooking class at The Pantry in Ballard that
sold out two weeks before its start date. Nordic food offerings in town
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now include the menu at Skål Beer Hall
and Freya in Ballard, along with old
favorite Scandinavian Specialties.
A closer look at The Pantry’s class,
though, reveals that it focuses on the
“new Nordic” cuisine exemplified by
hip (and expensive!) restaurants like
Noma in Copenhagen or Frantzén in
Stockholm. Students are learning to
make, among other things, “wild greens
Chef Malin’s moving
pancakes with lightly pickled mussels
up! Can you pick up
where she left off?
and tarragon foam.” While such dishes
certainly have their place, here at the
Swedish Club we’re more interested in classic Swedish cuisine that
we can serve to our members at a reasonable price.
And that—potentially—is where you come in.
Our food services are going like gangbusters, but one of our
trio of Swedish chefs, Malin Jonsson, has climbed the ladder to
become our director of operations. Her new duties don’t include
cooking, so we need to recruit one or more Swedish chefs to fill her
shoes. A new chef doesn’t have to be Swedish, she or he just needs to
be able to cook Swedish!
There’s no on-the-job training for this role—you must have
experience with the cuisine and be able to hit the ground running. (If
you want to sneak in some of those wild greens pancakes, our
members will probably allow it if you can do it affordably.) The pay is
fair, the hours are usually Fridays, the people are wonderful and you’d
be part of the team that makes our members keep coming back for
more! Contact Malin if you’re interested: malin@swedishclubnw.org.

Well Done, Donors!

P

eople give to the Swedish Club for all kinds of reasons. Here’s a list
of who donated recently and why. There’s room for you on this
list—call 206-283-1090 to learn more.
General fund: Karen Braitmayer & David Erskine, Ib
Odderson, Jen Olsen through A & R Solar, Louise Pihl,
Robert & Susan Sandblom, Arlene Sundquist-Empie

Newest Lifetime Members

C

ongratulations to our newest Lifetime members. We appreciate
your support of the Swedish Club. Becoming a Lifetime
member is more than just outsmarting an actuary table and saving
money in the long run! It’s a vote for the Swedish Club. Long live
our Lifetime members!
Greta Haagensen Roseberg & Leland Roseberg
Harry Khamis
Lisa Lindstrom & Neil Snyder
Laura Wideburg & Asmus Freitag
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Coming Events at the Swedish Club
Sunday, Feb. 2. Swedish Pancakes.
Music and dancing, plus authentic Swedish pancakes, ham, lingonberries, coffee and orange juice. Music by Skandia Kapell, Seattle Lilla
Spelmanslag and Tinn Felen. Guests $11; blue card Club members $9;
children 5–12 $5. 8 a.m.–1 p.m.

Friday, Feb. 7. The Ice Queen Film Series.
This series explores the life of Norwegian skating star and Hollywood
sensation Sonja Henie. Sonja Henie: Queen of the Ice documents her
rise to stardom and tragic demise. English with Norwegian clips. 53
min. Series curated by Lori Ann Reinhall. $5 donation. 5:30 p.m.

Monday, Feb. 3.
ABBA Night Ticket Sales for Members.

Tuesdays, Feb. 11–Mar. 3. Beginning Weaving Class.
“From yarn to finished cloth.” No prior experience necessary. Learn
from experienced weaver/instructor Lois Gaylord. Series of four
two-hour evening classes: Feb. 11–Mar. 3. Optional fifth week with a
minimum of two students possible. Blue card members $109;
nonmembers $132. 6:30–8:30 p.m. To register, please call the Club
and prepay to reserve one of the seven looms available.

Our regular members, whose membership cards are blue, have dibs
on ABBA Night tickets until Mar. 2, when the public and Social
members with yellow cards can buy them. If you have a blue card,
call the Club for your ABBA Night tickets: 206-283-1090. Tickets
are $30 apiece for members. Individual members can buy two and
Household members can buy four. ABBA Night is Mar. 27.
Wednesday, Feb. 5. Trivia.
Members and guests are welcome. Every first Wednesday of the
month, come play Trivia. Enjoy pea soup, homemade limpa bread, and
meat or cheese plates. Food at 5, Trivia at 7.
Wednesday, Feb. 5. Club Board Meeting.
The monthly Board meeting is the first Wednesday of the month.
Members are welcome to attend as guests. Public comment period
at 6 p.m., followed by the meeting.

Wednesday, Feb. 12. Kvinnor Kan Book Club.
This book club was formed to read books with female protagonists.
This month we’re reading Homegoing by Yaa Gyasi. The story
follows two half-sisters whose lineage starts in Ghana and follows
through their descendants. It’s been called a “life-changing” book.
The next two books are Rising: Becoming the First North American
Woman on Everest by Sharon Wood, and Yale Needs Women by
Anne Gardiner Perkins. Grab a drink and meet in the lobby. For info:
206-283-1090 or e-mail kristine@swedishclubnw.org.
Wednesday, Feb. 12. Craft & Cocktails.
Every second Wednesday evening is a craft session in the bar at the
Swedish Club. Pea soup starts at 5 p.m., crafts anytime. Bring your
favorite craft project!
Wednesday, Feb. 12. Swedish Film.
En kärlekshistorie (A Swedish Love Story). One of Sweden’s classic
films about love, this time involving two 15-year-olds. Released in
1970, this 50-year-old film stands the test of time. $5 donation
7:30 p.m. 115 min.
Friday, Feb. 21. Happy Hour with Overton Berry.
Octogenarian jazz
pianist Overton
Berry honed his
chops in the Jackson
Street jazz clubs that
nurtured legends like
Ray Charles and
Quincy Jones. He
was a musical
director at the Seattle World’s Fair, and has performed in Cairo,
Hong Kong and Tokyo as well as at the prestigious Earshot Jazz
Festival. We’re honored to book him for Happy Hour at the
Club as often as we can. With Jeff Davies on bass. Suggested
donation: $10. 7:30 p.m.

www.swedishclubnw.org
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Coming Events, cont.
Friday, Feb. 14. The Ice Queen Film Series.
Our February film series explores the life of Norwegian skating star
and Hollywood sensation Sonja Henie. Thin Ice features Sonja as a
ski instructor in the Swiss Alps who falls in love. 79 min. Series
curated by Lori Ann Reinhall. 5:30 p.m. $5 donation.
Friday, Feb. 14. Valentine Dance Music.
Entremundos will provide Latin-flavored dance music: cha-chas, sambas,
etc. Bring your dancing shoes! Free, but tips requested. 7:30 p.m.
Friday, Feb. 14. Scandinavian Folkdance.
Dance to live music! This evening’s group is Non-Valentino. Dancing
from 7:30 to 8:55 p.m. usually starts with a quick lesson. It’s OK to
sit dances out and just watch and listen. Admission: $10 donation. For
info, contact patrick.mcmonagle@gmail.com.

Saturday, Feb. 22. Guild Meeting.
Be part of the fund-raising, fun-raising mission of the Club! 10 a.m.
Sunday, Feb. 23. Mostly Nordic Series Features Sweden!
Sweden has long been a cornerstone of the choral tradition. Some of
the 20th century’s most sumptuous compositions came from
Sweden! As part of the National Nordic Museum’s Mostly Nordic
Series, Emerald Ensemble presents choral music of Swedish composers. $25 for Museum members, $30 for the public. Buy online at
www.nordicmuseum.org/product/3698 or at the door. 3 p.m.
Wednesday, Feb. 26. Kafferep.
Monthly Swedish-style coffee party with homemade goodies from
our best baking members. Not just fika: “It’s like a dinner party with
desserts only!” 2 p.m. You’re very welcome.

Wednesday, Feb. 19. Q&A about Landmark Status.
Architect Susan Boyle answers your questions about the Swedish
Club’s nomination with the Seattle Landmarks Preservation Board.
Read Kristine Leander’s column on pp. 2–3 (see the insert as
well) and bring your questions. 6 p.m.

Wednesday, Feb. 26. Finnish Film.
Ikitie (Eternal Road). A Finnish immigrant to the U.S. returns to
Finland during the Depression, only to be kidnapped into the
Soviet Union. His efforts to get home are his eternal road. 99 min.
$5 donation. 7:30 p.m.

Wednesday, Feb. 19. Book Club.
We’re reading Beowulf by an anonymous Anglo-Saxon poet, translated
by Irish Nobel laureate Seamus Heaney. Composed about 1,000 years
ago, Beowulf is the elegiac narrative of a Scandinavian hero who saves
the Danes from the seemingly invincible monster Grendel. Find the
book at wwnorton.com/books/9780393330106 or listen to Heaney
reading it at youtube.com/watch?v=AaB0trCztM0. After Beowulf, we’ll
read Still Waters by Viveca Sten and Inside the Gate: Sigrid Undset’s Life
at Bjerkebæk by Nan Bentzen Skill. Info: 206-715-4869 or trudgette@
yahoo.com. Grab a drink and meet in the lobby or library. 5:30 p.m.

Wednesday, Feb. 26. Swedish Bingo.
Members and guests welcome. Enjoy pea soup and homemade limpa
bread, or meat and cheese plates. Bring cash, as bingo cards can be
sold only for cash. (First card $10, additional cards $5.) Food at
5 p.m., bingo at 7 p.m.

Wednesday, Feb. 19. Members & Friends Dinner.
Mari-Ann Kind Jackson and Gordon Strand will share video clips from
the National Nordic Museum’s Nordic American Voices Oral History
Program, which includes nearly 800 interviews recorded locally since
2009. Chef Christine will serve pork tenderloin with lingonberries,
potatoes au gratin, dressed greens and for dessert, Swedish apple crisp.
RSVP at 206-283-1090 or rsvp@swedishclubnw.org by Tuesday noon.
$22. Late RSVPs and walk-ins $25. Dinner 6:30, program around 7:30.
Friday, Feb. 21. The Ice Queen Film Series.
Our February film series explores the life of Norwegian skating star
and Hollywood sensation Sonja Henie. In Sun Valley Serenade Sonja
plays a refugee who ignites jealousy. The film also features the Glenn
Miller Orchestra. 86 min. Series curated by Lori Ann Reinhall.
5:30 p.m. $5 donation.
Friday, Feb. 21. Jazz by a Seattle Treasure.
Music by Seattle’s legendary soul jazz pianist Overton Berry. The
extraordinary Jeff Davies will join Overton on bass. Recommended
donation: $10. 7:30 p.m.
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Friday, Feb. 28. The Ice Queen Film Series.
Our February film series explores the life of Norwegian skating star
and Hollywood sensation Sonja Henie. Sonja: The White Swan
explores the dark side that lay alongside Sonja’s wholesome girlnext-door façade. 127 min. Series curated by Lori Ann Reinhall.
5:30 p.m. $5 donation.
Friday, Feb. 28. Final Friday Folkdancing.
Really fun folkdancing to live music once a month! Skandia Kapell
plays the music. 7:30 p.m. Free.

Wednesday, Feb. 26. Swedish Bingo.
Members and guests welcome. Every last Wednesday of the
month, Mary McCann leads us in bingo! Enjoy pea soup, meat
or cheese plates, and homemade limpa bread. Food at around
5 p.m., bingo at 7. Bring cash to pay for your bingo cards!

february 2020

Saturday & Sunday, Feb. 29 & Mar. 1.
Great Finds Sale.
Shop for undiscovered treasures, from precious
antiques to attic surplus! Swedish pea soup, meatballs, pastries and cookies. Also, smörgås sandwiches
and live folk music in our bar both days. Reservation-only smörgås lesson Sunday at 2 p.m. Want to
reserve a table to sell your great finds? Call us at
206-283-1090 for an application or download it at
swedishclubnw.org/PDFs/Great%20Finds.pdf. Both
days 9 to 3. $2 admission.
Sunday, Mar. 1. Swedish Pancakes.
Music and dancing, plus authentic Swedish pancakes, ham, lingonberries, coffee and orange juice.
Music by Soelje Sisters, Nordiska Folkdancers and
Sprida Ut. Guests $11; blue card Club members $9;
children 5–12 $5. 8 a.m.–1 p.m.
Monday, Mar. 2.
ABBA Night Ticket Sales for the Public.
An evening you won’t forget! Abbagraphs play live
ABBA music and DJ Haffi Haff provides a show for
the ages, while DJ Jonasson spins ABBA faves on the
top floor. You can come to dance or just listen and
watch the fab clothes from the ’70s on our dancers!
Costume contest too. $40. Tickets available at the
Club office or brownpapertickets.com.
Tuesday, Mar. 3. Comments Due to
Landmarks Preservation Board.
Written comments due by 3 p.m. to Seattle Landmarks Preservation Board, Dept. of Neighborhoods,
P.O. Box 94649, Seattle, WA 98124-4649.
Wednesday, Mar. 4. Landmark Hearing.
The Landmarks Board considers our building’s
nomination. Seattle City Hall, 600 Fourth Ave. After
3:30 p.m. Details on pp. 2–3.
Wednesday, Mar. 4. Trivia.
Members and guests are welcome. Every first
Wednesday of the month, come play Trivia. Enjoy
Mark Your Calendars!
Friday, Mar. 27. ABBA Night 2020.
Saturday, May 16. Annual Auction!
Saturday, June 6. Swedish Car Show.
Monday, June 22. Summer quarter language
classes begin.
Friday, Oct. 9. Viking Feast .with Chef James
Bushell.
Friday, Oct. 16. Viking Disco 2020.

www.swedishclubnw.org

pea soup, homemade limpa bread, and meat or
cheese plates. Food at 5 p.m., Trivia at 7.
Every Tuesday
Sing with Us! The Swedish Singers of Seattle—
both women and men—sing together from 7 to
9 p.m. Singing together is verrrry Swedish. No
auditions, always fresh coffee, everyone welcome.
Info: swedishsingersseattle@gmail.com.
Every Wednesday (Except 3rd)
Lilla Fredag and Happy Hour. Our bar is open
for “Little Friday” with Swedish pea soup, homemade
limpa bread, cheese or meat plates, and libations. 5 p.m.
Every Friday
Swedish Food: Kafé & Happy Hour! Our
Friday Kafé serves up smörgås (open-face sandwiches),
Swedish meatballs, desserts and more by Chef
Ann-Margret Lightle and guest chefs, noon to
2 p.m. Evening Happy Hour showcases entrées
weekly by Chef Christine Lea at 6 p.m. For
menus, visit www.swedishclubnw.org.
Matinees. Films with English subtitles. $5 donation.
2 p.m. Come early for lunch in our Kafé (noon to 2).
• Feb. 7. Swedish-Lebanese film: Zozo. A Lebanese
boy is separated from his family and ends up in
Sweden. 103 min.
• Feb. 14. Swedish film: En kärlekshistorie (A
Swedish Love Story). 113 min.
• Feb. 21. American film: Thin Ice with Sonja Henie
playing a ski instructor. 79 min.
• Feb. 28. Finnish film: Ikitie (Eternal Road). 99 min.
• Mar. 6. American film: Sun Valley Serenade.
Featuring Sonja Henie and the Glenn Miller
Orchestra. 86 min.
Standing Committee Meetings
Building & Property: Usu. the 4th Wednesday
of the month (Feb. 26, Mar. 25, Apr. 22), 5:30 p.m.
Finance: Wed. before each Board meeting (Feb. 26,
Mar. 25, Apr. 29), 4 p.m.
Membership: 3rd Monday of the month, except
for holidays (Feb. 24, Mar. 16, Apr. 20), 10:30 a.m.
Guild: Usu. 4th Sat. (Feb. 22, Mar. 28, Apr. 25), 10 a.m.
Board Nominating Committee: Usu. 3rd Wed.
of every month, 5 p.m.
Blue card Club members, volunteers and new
members welcome. For more information, e-mail
kristine@swedishclubnw.org. Last-minute changes may
occur in meeting times. Call the office to confirm.

Helping the Club?
As we move into winter, we
can always use strong
hands and a willingness to
help with some projects
around the Club, inside
and out. Contact Kristine
Leander or Director of
Operations Malin Jonsson if you have a few
hours to help us make our
clubhouse shine.
Bring your membership
cards to events. It speeds
up lines and make it easier
for volunteers selling tickets
or checking you in.
Rentals available at
Swedish Club, 1920 Dexter
Ave N., Seattle. Call
206-283-1078 or visit
www.swedishclubnw.org/
Venues/venues.htm. If
you’ve been a blue card
member for at least a year,
you get a 20 percent
discount.
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Saturday and Sunday

Feb. 29 & Mar. 1
9 a.m. – 3 p.m.
Great Finds Sale!

From precious antiques to attic surplus! Delicious pea soup, meatballs, pastries
’ cooks. Live folk music and Swedish-style
and cookies by our Bite of Sweden
sandwiches in our top floor ölstuga.
1920 Dexter Ave. N., Seattle, WA 98109 | 206-283-1090 | SWEDISHCLUBNW.ORG
FREE PARKING
8
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Club Notes: Landmark Status
Reprinted from June 2019

W

e all love our building. Built in 1960, the Swedish Club’s
special mid-century modern clubhouse is a jewel and
probably the reason why the Club still exists. We learned in late
April that we’re not the only ones who love our building. The Queen
Anne Historical Society nominated our beloved Swedish Club for
Seattle landmark status back in January.
What is historical landmark status? Designated landmarks are
properties that have been recognized by the City of Seattle as
important resources to the community, city, state or nation. Since
1973, Seattle has designated more than 400 individual sites, buildings, vehicles, vessels and street clocks as landmarks subject to
protection by city ordinance. The Landmarks Preservation Board,
which is authorized by the City, determines what properties meet
the standards for landmark designation.
What are the criteria for nomination? The building must be at
least 25 years old and must qualify under at least one of six criteria.
We’re told that our Club’s building will easily qualify under two:
• It is associated in a significant way with a significant aspect of the
cultural, political or economic heritage of the community, city,
state or nation; and
• It embodies the distinctive visible characteristics of an architectural style or period, or of a method of construction.
Another factor that makes our clubhouse particularly appealing, we’re
told, is that the Swedish Club built it and continues to own it—and
we’ve made very few significant changes to it. Visit www.seattle.gov/
neighborhoods/programs-and-services/historic-preservation for more
information about how the Landmarks Preservation Board works.
What are the advantages and disadvantages to landmark status?
There are two main advantages: First, a landmark can’t be torn down
or changed in any major way. Our children and grandchildren will
still run up and down the stairs of our clubhouse, and it will always
be recognized as the Swedish Club building. It reminds our members
and the community of our history. Just as we like having members of
all ages at our events, having intact, older buildings nestled within a
neighborhood of newer ones is aesthetically pleasing to both
community members and tourists.
Second, there may be tax advantages to us in the future. Since
these seem to change over time and are related to potential renovation, I can’t quote exactly what they might mean to the Club.
The main disadvantage is related to the main advantage. To
make some types of changes to our building, we will need to return
to the Landmarks Preservation Board and request permission. Under
the current Board and staff management of the building, any changes
we’re likely to make are in keeping with its mid-century modern
style and would probably be approved. We don’t plan to place
gargoyles on the corners of the roof or remove the distinctive
grillwork!

Is it unusual to be nominated by another organization? Anyone
can nominate a building for historical landmark status. To put
ourselves in the driver’s seat with this process, we have hired an
historical landmark status specialist: Swedish Club member Susan
Boyle, a local architect, an expert on mid-century modern
architecture in general and our building in particular, will write and
file a supplemental nomination on our behalf.
Once the nomination is filed, it will continue through hearings and
eventual acceptance or rejection by the Landmarks Preservation Board.
The hearing is open to the public, who are invited to make comments,
but the vote is taken by the members of the Landmarks Board.
Can we—or should we—oppose it? We considered nominating
ourselves back in 2015 and the members rejected it, so the Board
withdrew the topic from consideration. But times have changed for
the Club. With remodeling more of a possibility due to our improved financial standing, the tax advantages may be more relevant
for us. And with potential development of the parking lots being
considered, it is time to make sure that our building remains the
jewel we all believe it to be.
Incidentally, if we decide to make any changes or renovations to
the building, the landmark nomination would be triggered as part of
the permitting process, so we might as well get it going now. I invite
members to plan on attending the hearing Wednesday, Mar. 4.
Although we might have wished to decide when to submit our
own nomination, as your executive director, I believe that overall
this will be a good thing for the Club.
K ristine Leander , Executive Director
kristine@swedishclubnw.org

Nordic Values
Every human endeavor needs a set of guiding principles. At the Swedish Club, we take our cues from a
shared understanding of the values that undergird
cultural and social life in the Nordic countries. In
every decision we make, every activity we undertake,
these are the ideas we’re seeking to uphold:
Respect for nature
Beauty belongs to everyone
Homes are treasured
The common good trumps the individual
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Heritage is intrinsically valuable
Integrity is expected from everyone

THE ICE QUEEN

A February film series explores the life of Norwegian-born
skating star and Hollywood sensation Sonja Henie.
Curated and led by Lori Ann Reinhall, editor-in-chief of The Norwegian American and a longtime Swedish Club member.

Friday, Feb. 7

Sonja Henie: Queen of the Ice
In 1936, the renowned Norwegian figure skater Sonja Henie leaves
her career and becomes a Hollywood star. Her first films set records
for ticket sales, but as she gets older and the spotlight fades, she
refuses to quit. This documentary follows her rise to stardom and
tragic demise. 53 minutes. English with Norwegian clips. (2007)

Friday, Feb. 14

Thin Ice

Sonja plays a ski instructor at a luxury hotel in the Swiss Alps.
She falls in love with a man who is actually a prince escaping
the pressures of royal life. 79 minutes. English. (1937)

Friday, Feb. 21

Sun Valley Serenade
Sonja plays a Norwegian refugee adopted by a band pianist
thinking she was a 10-year-old girl, igniting his girlfriend’s jealousy.
Features the Glenn Miller Orchestra. 86 minutes. English. (1941)

Friday, Feb. 28

Sonja: The White Swan
Anne Sewitsky’s well-researched biopic exposes Sonja Henie’s
dark side behind her façade of the wholesome girl next door.
127 minutes. In Norwegian with English subtitles. (2018)

Everyone is welcome! All films either are in English or include English subtitles.
Showtimes 5:30 p.m. at the Swedish Club, 1920 Dexter Ave. N., Seattle.
The February film series is sponsored by the Seattle-Bergen Sister City Association, The Norwegian American and the Swedish Club.

The film screenings are free with a suggested donation of $5. All proceeds benefit the Swedish Club.
For more information, email seattlebergensistercities@gmail.com.

Seattle-Bergen Sister City Association

www.swedishclubnw.org

