Swedish Club News
Vol. 59, Issue 3: March 2020

Kvinnor Kan

W
Our Mission
To promote better understanding
between the United States and
the Nordic countries, with
emphasis on Sweden, and to
perpetuate Nordic culture
and traditions through the
teaching, observance, practice
and celebration of this culture
and its traditions.

Swedish Club . Seattle . Washington

A home for the Nordic-American community

KVINNOR KAN DINNER!

hat started as a good idea to
honor one person in the
Nordic community—Alene
[Women Can Dinner!]
Moris—has blossomed into one of
the Club’s best-loved traditions, our
Everyone Is Welcome!
Kvinnor Kan dinner. Icelandic by
Sunday, Mar. 15, 2020
Join your friends in the
heritage, Alene was a mover and a
4 p.m. Social Hour
community to celebrate a
shaker around the world on behalf
distinguished local leader.
4:30
p.m.
Dinner
of gender equality, but not so well
known by the local Nordic
Tickets: $40
community. We set about to right
Table for 8: $300
SWEDISHCLUBNW.ORG
that wrong in 2015 and came up
with the concept of an honoree
dinner with the title Kvinnor Kan,
meaning “women can.” We’re told
Honoree:
that this phrase is used in Sweden
MARIANNE FORSSBLAD
Executive Director
when a woman does something
Nordic Heritage Museum
1980–2007
that is traditionally a man’s role. She
Introduction by:
fixes the electrical outlet? Well,
GORDON STRAND
kvinnor kan!
Swedish menu prepared
by Chef Christine Lea
Of course, after the success of
Alene’s dinner, we had to keep it up.
Other honorees followed: Washington ACLU Director Kathleen Taylor,
Gov. Christine Gregoire, UW
1920 Dexter Ave. N.
President Ana Mari Cauce and Dr.
Seattle, WA 98109
206-283-1090
Azita Emami, dean of the UW
FREE PARKING
School of Nursing.
Our 2020 honoree is a beloved
member of the local Nordic
community. After her work to establish and then direct the Nordic Heritage Museum from 1980 to 2007,
Marianne Forssblad retired to Sweden. But we weren’t finished honoring her or thanking her for the work
she did to launch the Museum, which is now known as the National Nordic Museum.
The dinner is Sunday, Mar. 15, starting at 4 p.m. with a social hour followed by the meal at 4:30. Chef
Christine will make a very Swedish menu for us: cabbage rolls with reindeer meat. The cost is $40 per
person, or $300 for a table of eight. We have been known to offer “student discounts” to entice young
people to attend. But knowing that some of Marianne’s fans may be on the other end of the spectrum—
retirees living on fixed incomes—if you need a discount, you are welcome to ask for the “student discount”
when you call to get your ticket. Our goal is to fill the room with women and men who want to honor
Marianne Forssblad. She will be introduced by longtime friend and colleague Gordon Strand.
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Board of Directors
President Gary Sund
Vice President Mary Hillman
Secretary Mary Emerson
Treasurer Don Wahlquist
Directors: Janice Bogren, Dave Enfield,
Monica Grafstrom Hinckley, Kris
Johansson, Chris Jones, Langdon Miller,
Ib Odderson, Larry Omdal, Judith
Peterick, Vi Reno, Dale Roberts,
Neil Snyder

Club Notes

I

n March, Swedish Club News looks ahead to
our Annual Meeting on Apr. 15. On that
evening, we’ll learn about the past year, thank
five Swedish Club Board Members who are
leaving the Board, and look ahead by electing
new Board Members to steer the Club for the
next 12 months.
The Board must consist of at least 11 and no
more than 17 Members. The current Board has
had 17 Members, but five are dropping off and
we’re adding one. Paul Heneghan has moved
to Lynden to be closer to family, and Mary
Hillman, Monica Hinckley, Chris Jones
and Don Wahlquist have fulfilled their current
terms and are opting not to run again. In the last

decade, the five of them have served a cumulative 31 years, with three (Mary, Paul and Don)
serving officer roles (treasurer, vice president or
president) for a cumulative 13 years.
Thirty-one years means that among the
five, they have attended 372 Board meetings—
but who’s counting? That’s dedication. We
thank them profusely for their hours and the
wisdom they offered in service to the Swedish
Club. One Board member of the Swedish Club
Foundation, Berit Lehner, is opting not to
run again and we thank her as well.
At the Members & Friends Dinner on
Mar. 18, the Nominating Committee (chair
Jan Sullivan, Brandon Benson, Bob

Swedish Club Foundation
President Marta Schee
Trustees Bob Blair, Richard Billingham
Secretary Berit Lehner
Club Operations
Executive Director Kristine Leander
Dir. of Operations Malin Jonsson
Staff Accountant Toenette Hayes
Rentals Mgr. Court Potter
Facilities Coord. Chris Sisco
Events Mgr. Rain Gilman
Admin. Maggie
		 Hawthorne Kaye
Nominating Committee Chair
Jan Sullivan
Club Historian
Aina Oscarsson
Swedish Club Guild
Vice President Carol Graves
Secretary Jan Sullivan
Treasurer Judy Nilsen Cooper
Parliamentarian Jean Wirch

Neil Snyder
Neil Snyder owns and manages commercial real estate in
Kris Johansson
the Seattle area and has years of experience in the industry.
A graduate in history from Texas State University, he has had
a lifelong interest in Scandinavian culture. He is currently learning
Swedish at the club, which he came to through his wife Lisa,
a third-generation member. He and his wife live on Queen
Anne and are actively involved in dog rescue.

Bio for Kris?

Swedish Singers of Seattle
swedishsingersseattle@gmail.com
swedishsingersofseattle.org
Swedish Club News
Editor: Kristine Leander
Copy Editor: Martin Stillion
Swedish Club News (USPS 533-750)
is published monthly as part of
yearly membership dues at $20 per
person, per year, by the Swedish
Club, 1920 Dexter Ave. N., Seattle,
WA 98109-2795. Telephone is
206-283-1090. Periodicals postage paid at Seattle, Washington.
Postmaster: send address changes
to Swedish Club News, 1920 Dexter
Ave. N., Seattle, WA 98109-2795.
Deadline for material for the
next issue is Mar. 15.

From top left:
Martin Johansson,
Langdon
Miller
Kris Johansson and Neil Snyder
Langdon Miller is a cancer research physician and serves as a medica
are candidates for the Swedish
advisor or chief medical officer for small biopharmaceutical firms
Club
Board,
while
Richard
developing
new
drugs for
patients
with cancer. He also serves on th
executive
board of theis
historic
Dunn Gardens
Billingham
running
for thein Seattle. He and his
spouse Swedish
Marta ScheeClub
find that
the Swedish Club
is an important and
Foundation
Board.
constant source of community. Langdon wants to help establish the
Officer candidates are Gary Sund,
Club as a premier Seattle destination showcasing the unique history
president;
vice
and ongoing
vibrancy Langdon
of the NordicMiller,
community
in Seattle.
president; Mary Emerson,
secretary; and Larry Omdal,
treasurer.
If there’s someone you’d like
to see on either Board, nominate
that person at the Mar. 18
Members & Friends Dinner.

Bring articles into the office or fax
to 206-283-2970. You may also
e-mail articles to
kristine@swedishclubnw.org.
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Larry Omdal
Larry Omdal has been actively involved in the Swedish Club beginning
in the 1970s through his work with Nordiska Folk dancers and the now
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Erickson, Lola Gracey and Sharon
Emerson for secretary and Larry Omdal
Lucas) will put forward new Swedish
for treasurer. The following Board Members
Club Board Member candidate Martin
will continue their service: Janice Bogren,
Johansson, along with Kris
Dave Enfield, Ib OdderJohansson and Neil Snyder,
son, Judith Peterick, Vi
They have
who came on the Board
Reno and Dale Roberts.
mid-year and now must be
Nominations for either board,
attended
elected by the members, each
the regular Swedish Club Board
372
Board
for a three-year term. The
or the Swedish Club Foundation
Swedish Club Foundation is also
Board, can be made at the
meetings—
putting forward Richard
Mar. 18 meeting, but not on the
Billingham, who joined the
evening of the election on
but who’s
Foundation Board mid-year and
Apr. 15. Board Membership is a
now must be elected by the
vital role in the Club’s current
counting?
members for a three-year term.
climate of change, opportunity
The Nominating Commitand growth.
tee is introducing the following candidates for
officer positions: Gary Sund for president,
K ristine Leander, Executive Director
Langdon Miller for vice president, Mary
kristine@swedishclubnw.org

President’s Message

T

wenty-one metal staples and three stitches
to sew up my scalp. Fortunately, my hair
will conceal the scar from the stitches, to keep
me handsome. Seriously, I tripped over the
open dishwasher door and hit the top of my
head against the countertop—and brother, did
it hurt. But there are no additional holes in my
head, so everything is OK. You can believe
we’re going to do better about keeping it and
other drawers closed.
Now that I have become a senior, it
seems that more and more often I have use
for our crutches, ACE bandages and wrist
supports. (The word senior makes us sound
wiser and more proficient—much better than
some other names that come to mind.)
Seriously, though, falling is all too common.
More than one out of every four seniors falls
each year, and one out of five falls causes a
serious injury, such as a broken bone.
But anyone is susceptible to a fall. I
installed grab rails many years ago for easy
access to the bathtub when Vinda had a knee
replacement. We were not yet seniors, but
we’ve used them ever since. As I write this, I’m
glancing around my shop and realizing that the
floor is covered with falling hazards: sawdust,
chunks of wood, screws, etc. It’s been a while
since I have done a thorough cleaning.

We’ve all joked about “Help, I’ve fallen
and I can’t get up” commercials, but it is a
serious subject. Double-stick tape or antislide material will keep a rug from sliding.
Pick up slippery items right away; make sure
steps are clean. Doing stability exercises will
also help prevent falls. You can use an online
checklist to help you look for potential
problems. King County offers a program
called One Step Fall Prevention (www.
kingcounty.gov/ems/falls); staff will help you
review conditions in your home if you’re at
high risk for a fall. You might check with your
health insurance carrier as well to find out
what assistance is available.
Here at the Club we strive to keep our
members’ safety in mind. That’s why, for
example, we added steel fencing around the
stairway to the lower parking lot. We’re
working to put in a new floor in the lobby, in
part because the current floor has some
tripping hazards, particularly for our dancers,
who use the area for practice. If you notice
safety hazards we haven’t spotted around the
Club, please alert the staff.
Vi ses på klubben.
Gary Sund
garysund@ymail.com
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SC Announces
News about, or in the interest
of our members...
The Swedish Club announces 1,411
member households, including 87
Lifetime members and 161 Social
members. Our members’ names
appear in boldface in Swedish Club
News.

Due to
privacy
concerns, the
names
of new
members
are redacted
from the
online
edition of
Swedish Club
News.

Cont. on p. 5
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Classes at the Club

W

We’ve Got It Made in the Parade!

G

et ready, get set! The May 17 parade in Ballard is coming—
and the Swedish Club will be marching. Club members,
family, friends and guests with children are invited to be part of
the Club’s parade entry. We have flags, banners, Viking hats, a Dala
horse, a Viking ship, a mini-train for kids and adults, etc. Costumes
are encouraged. We will gather at 3 p.m., Sunday, May 17, in Erik
Ronning’s driveway: 2420 NW 62nd St. in Ballard.
This year, we have a Parade Committee to organize and plan
our parade entry. The committee will meet at 1 p.m. after the
Swedish pancake breakfasts on Mar. 1, Apr. 5 and May 3. One year
we did a Swedish pancake drill team. Should we resurrect it? Bring
your ideas and input. Everyone is welcome. Contact the Club or Erik
Ronning, Parade Committee chair, at 206-419-8648 (voice or text).

Laura Wideburg, Ph.D.,
offers three culture
classes during the
spring quarter.

e are fortunate to have excellent
language instructors who teach around
100 students a month, including our wonderful lead instructor, Laura Wideburg, who
holds a Ph.D. in historical linguistics and
medieval literature. She also loves Swedish
language and culture—and her students as
well. Lucky for us, Laura has offered to teach
some extra classes this spring:
Festivals and Holidays: A Look at
Scandinavian Culture through Its
Celebrations. From Lucia’s halo of candles
to the Midsommarstång, this is an in-depth
look at Scandinavian celebrations, their
origins and the meanings behind them. She
taught this in January, but due to a late
publication of Swedish Club News, most of
you didn’t hear about it until it was half over.
The class is six sessions on Mondays, Apr. 6
through May 11, 6 to 7:30 p.m. The cost for
members and nonmembers alike is $75.
Archaeology and DNA from the
Retreat of the Ice to Iron Age Scandinavia. Humans began to move into
Scandinavia as the glacial ice receded about
11,000 years ago. We’re learning more about
these people, whose admixture led to modern
populations, through advances in archaeology
and DNA. If you’re interested in deep
genealogy and pre-Viking Scandinavia, this

Members & Friends:
Remembering World War II
This year the world marks the 75th anniversary of the end of World War II on May 8, 1945. To commemorate this significant date, we have invited local author Peter Curtis, M.D., to provide the program at the
Mar. 18 Members & Friends Dinner. Peter and his family were in Prague at the start of the war, and their
escape from the Nazis was part of the tragic relocation that took place all over Europe.
Peter has written a trilogy of books based on what his family endured as they sought freedom and
new lives in the West. He wrote The Dragontail Buttonhole in 2016, Café Budapest in 2018 and Pavel’s War
in 2019. Tonight, he’ll talk about his experiences and what led him to write his family’s story.
Chef Christine makes us Tuscan beef stew with red wine and aromatics, roasted root vegetable mash,
orange slices and cherry cheese strudel for dessert. Tonight is also your last opportunity to nominate new Board Members from the floor before the Annual Meeting in
April. RSVP to 206-283-1090 or rsvp@swedishclubnw.org by noon on Tuesday,
Mar. 17. $22. Late RSVPs and walk-ins $25. Social hour 5:30 p.m., dinner 6:30 p.m.
Program around 7:30 p.m.
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Dr. Peter Curtis
will share his
family’s World
War II story at
our Members &
Friends Dinner.

march 2020

Take a Chance on
ABBA Night

O

ur annual ABBA Night on
Friday, Mar. 27, is one of the
best party nights in Seattle! Tickets
could be nearly sold out by the
time you read this, but perhaps
you’d like to come and see your
fellow Club members and guests in
their ’70s-era costumes. You’re
welcome to enjoy a plate of
meatballs at 6:30 p.m. and then
hang around until 8, at which point
the dancing starts and you’ll have to
go home if you don’t have an ABBA
Night ticket. But by that time you’ll
have seen enough feather boas and
white platform boots to last you
until next spring.
Buy dinner tickets ahead of time at www.swedishclubnw.org/meatballs. Dinner will be
served on the middle floor of the Club (i.e., the lobby level) instead of in the Three Crowns
dining room on the top floor. We still need a handful of volunteers for ABBA Night, so that’s
another way to see some of the action. Call the office at 206-283-1090 or e-mail rain@
swedishclubnw.org if you want to volunteer for the evening.
class is for you. Wednesdays, Apr. 8
through May 13, 4:30 to 6 p.m. Cost
for members and nonmembers is $75.
Travel to Sweden! Going to
Sweden for the first time? Before you
pack your bags, get tips for travel and
learn some basic phrases to make your
trip more fun and worthwhile. Section 1
is Wednesdays, May 20 and 27, 4:30 to
6 p.m., and Section 2 is Mondays, June 1
and 8, 6 to 7:30 p.m. Cost for members
and nonmembers is $30.

Nordic Museum Fetes
Swedish Fashion Mogul

C

A new exhibit at the National Nordic Museum
lub members—here’s your
honors Swedish fashion designer Gudrun
chance to visit the National
Sjödén—and Club members have a chance to see
Nordic Museum for free! On Sunday,
it for free!
knowledgeable and principled creator of
Mar. 29, the Museum invites Swedish
fashion for women. This career retrospective
Club members to see the new special
of Swedish fashion designer Gudrun Sjödén
exhibition “Gudrun Sjödén—A Colourful
(b. 1941) examines her philosophy, process
Universe” during its opening weekend.
and practice through watercolors, clothing,
With this exhibit, the Museum presents
the multicolored story of an inspired,
textiles and archival materials. From her first
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SC Announces
Cont. from p. 3
Death
Anna Larson
Corporate Members
Columbia Lutheran Home
Magnolia Physical Therapy
National Nordic Museum
Nelson Boyd Attorneys
Seattle Counselors Association
Skål Beer Hall
Pancake Guests
Feb. 2: 627
Standing Committee Meetings
Building & Property: Usu. the
4th Wednesday of the month
(Mar. 25, Apr. 22, May 27), 5:30 p.m.
Finance: Wed. before each Board
meeting (Mar. 25, Apr. 29, May 27),
4 p.m.
Membership: 3rd Monday of the
month, except for holidays (Mar. 16,
Apr. 20, May 18), 10:30 a.m.
Guild: Usu. 4th Sat. (Mar. 28, Apr. 25,
May 23), 10 a.m.
Board Nominating Committee:
Usu. 3rd Wed. of every month, 5 p.m.
Blue card Club members, volunteers
and new members welcome. For
more information, e-mail kristine@
swedishclubnw.org. Last-minute
changes may occur in meeting
times. Call the office to confirm.
New address? Send your address
changes or corrections to Swedish
Club, Attn.: Address Change, 1920
Dexter Ave. N., Seattle, WA 98109.
Or you can e-mail to
info@swedishclubnw.org.
Let us know if we left out your
information by mistake.
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brick-and-mortar location on Stockholm’s Regeringsgatan to
today’s online marketplace, “Gudrun Sjödén—A Colourful
Universe” will trace the trajectory of her life as a fashion designer
and entrepreneur.
To obtain complimentary tickets:
• Visit the Museum online at www.nordicmuseum.org/
admission-form
• Select the date 03/29/2020
• Select “Gudrun” under “Available Add-on Exhibits”
• Type the number of tickets you would like
• Click “SUBMIT”
• Click the Shopping Cart and review your selections
• If correct, click “CHECKOUT”
• Type Coupon Code: swedishclub and click “APPLY”
• Type your name and contact information to receive your tickets
• Print out your tickets and bring them with you when you come
to the Museum
Gudrun fashions will be available for sale in the Museum Store.
If you are a National Nordic Museum member, you may also attend
opening events on Thursday, Mar. 26, 2020.

Well Done, Donors!

Nordic Values
Every human endeavor needs a set of guiding principles. At the Swedish Club, we take our cues from a
shared understanding of the values that undergird
cultural and social life in the Nordic countries. In
every decision we make, every activity we undertake, these are the ideas we’re seeking to uphold:
Respect for nature
Beauty belongs to everyone
Homes are treasured
The common good trumps the individual
Heritage is intrinsically valuable
Integrity is expected from everyone

P

eople give to the Swedish Club for all kinds of reasons. Here’s a list
of who donated recently and why. There’s room for you on this

list—call 206-283-1090 to learn more.
General fund: Edla Deppman, Judith Dern, Debra &
Chuck Holland, Christine Ingebritsen, Marian Peterson,
Eckhard Schipull & Vivi-Anne Linback
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Swedish Club Member Survey
Thank you for being a member of the Swedish Club! We value our members and want to provide the best possible experience for everyone.
Please help us by completing this membership survey—or visit swedishclubnw.org/Membership/survey.htm to complete it online.
1.

Why did you join the Swedish Club and/or why do you have an interest in Nordic culture?_________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
2.

What do you like most about being a member of the Club?_________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. Of the following that you have attended, rate each of our events/programs on a scale of 1 to 5, with 5 being most valuable to you and 1
being least:

4.

a.

Monthly Swedish pancake breakfasts`

_____

i.

Friday lunches

_____

b.

Monthly Members & Friends Dinners

_____

ii.

Friday dinners

_____

c.

Specific dinners & parties

iii.

Lilla Fredag (Wednesday) evening meals

_____

i.

New Year’s Eve

_____

i.

Lilla Fredag (Wednesday) evening activities

_____

ii.

Kvinnor Kan dinner

_____

i.

Bingo

_____

iii.

ABBA Night

_____

ii.

Trivia

_____

iv.

Midsommar

_____

iii.

Craft night

_____

v.

Fourth of July

_____

j.

Friday evening music

_____

vi.

Finnish Your Dinner

_____

k.

Nordic films

_____

vii.

Viking Dinner & Disco

_____

l.

Book clubs

_____

viii.

Julbord

_____

m. Language classes

_____

d.

Monthly Kafferep

_____

n.

Folkdancing

_____

e.

Annual Auction

_____

o.

Weaving classes

_____

f.

Annual Holiday Bazaar

_____

p.

Swedish Singers

_____

g.

Annual Great Finds Sale

_____

q.

Guild meetings

_____

h.

Regular weekly meals

_____

r.

Library use

_____

What other types of events would you like to see the Club offer in the future?__________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
5.

What Nordic topics are of most interest to you right now?_________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
6.

In your opinion, what should be improved about the Swedish Club? _________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
7.

If the decision were made to remodel or upgrade the Club’s present building, please number the most important considerations in
your opinion, with 5 being most important to you and 1 being least.
a.

Cost

_____

d.

In keeping with the building’s original design

_____

b.

Usefulness to Club members

_____

e.

Making it more Nordic in appearance

_____

c.

Appeal to rental groups

_____

f.

Other_____________________________________

www.swedishclubnw.org
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9.

If the decision were made to develop the Club’s parking lots into residential housing (abiding by the members’ dictates of “Save our
views, save our building, save our parking”) please number the most important considerations in your opinion, with 5 being most
important to you and 1 being least.
a. Growth in membership
_______
b.

More restaurant/bar service

_______

c.

Nordic-style architecture

_______

d.

A revenue source for the Club

_______

e.

Other (please explain)________________________________________________________________________________

Are you a (check one):
a. Lifetime member

_______

b.

Regular member (blue card)

_______

c.

Social member (yellow card)

_______

fold here

10. How do you get to the Club? (Circle one.)
11. Please indicate your age group:
a. 34 years or younger

Car

Bus

Walk

Bike

Uber/Lyft

_______

b.

35–49

_______

c.

50–64

_______

d.

65 and older

_______

12. What is your gender?____________________________________
13. What is your home ZIP code?______________________________
14. Please share any additional information that could help us serve you and other members better. _____________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________

fold here

__________________________________
__________________________________

Affix a first-class
stamp here

__________________________________

Swedish Club
1920 Dexter Ave. N.
Seattle, WA 98109
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Coming Events at the Swedish Club
Thursday, Feb. 27. Swedish American
Chamber of Commerce Annual Meeting.
SACC Seattle welcomes old, current and new
members to its annual meeting at the Swedish
Club. The Chamber will present 2019 results and
future plans, vote for a new board and discuss
questions or ideas. Ericsson will present a program
about 5G and its work in Seattle. Light appetizers
served. Free. 6:30 p.m.
Friday, Feb. 28. The Ice Queen Film Series.
Our February film series explores the life of
Norwegian skating star and Hollywood sensation
Sonja Henie. Sonja: The White Swan explores the
dark side that lay alongside Sonja’s wholesome
girl-next-door façade. 127 min. Series curated by
Lori Ann Reinhall. 5:30 p.m. $5 donation.
Friday, Feb. 28. Final Friday Folkdancing.
Really fun folkdancing to live music once a month!
Skandia Kapell plays the music. 7:30 p.m. Free.

on Wednesday, Mar. 4.
Members welcome to
attend as guests. Public
comment period at
6 p.m., followed by the
meeting.
Wednesday, Mar. 4.
Landmark Hearing.

Thank you for your patience
with the phone situation at the
Swedish Club. At press time we
have not had a working phone for
nearly a week, and we are unsure
when it will be solved. Meanwhile, you can leave voice mail
messages for us or use e-mail:
info@swedishclubnw.org.

Saturday & Sunday, Feb. 29 & Mar. 1.
Great Finds Sale.
Shop for undiscovered treasures, from precious
antiques to attic surplus! Swedish pea soup, meatballs, pastries and
cookies. Also, smörgås sandwiches and live folk music in our bar
both days. Both days 9 to 3. $2 admission.

Sunday, Mar. 1. Swedish Pancakes.
Music and dancing, plus authentic Swedish pancakes, ham, lingonberries, coffee and orange juice. Music by Soelje Sisters, Nordiska
Folkdancers and Sprida Ut. Guests $11; blue card Club members $9;
children 5–12 $5. 8 a.m.–1 p.m.
Monday, Mar. 2. ABBA Night Ticket Sales for the Public.
An evening you won’t forget! Abbagraphs play live ABBA music and
DJ Haffi Haff provides a show for the ages, while DJ Jonasson spins
ABBA faves on the top floor. You can come to dance or just listen
and watch the fab clothes from the ’70s on our dancers! Costume
contest too. $40. Tickets available at the Club office or online at
brownpapertickets.com.

The Landmarks Board
considers our building’s
nomination. Seattle City
Hall, 600 Fourth Ave.
After 3:30 p.m. (call the
Club for an updated
meeting time).
Wednesday, Mar. 4.
Trivia.

Members and guests are
welcome. Every first
Wednesday of the month,
come play Trivia. Enjoy
pea soup, homemade
limpa bread, and meat or cheese plates. Food at 5 p.m., Trivia at 7.
Friday, Mar. 6. The Ice Queen Film Series Returns!
The Sonja Henie films were so popular, we’re bringing them back!
The entire series will screen again in March. First up is the documentary Sonja Henie: Queen of the Ice. The film follows her rise to
stardom and tragic demise. $5 donation. 53 min. 7 p.m.
Wednesday, Mar. 11. Craft & Cocktails.
Every second Wednesday evening is a craft session in the bar at the
Swedish Club. Pea soup starts at 5 p.m., crafts anytime. (Bring your
favorite craft project!)

Tuesday, Mar. 3.
Comments Due to Landmarks Preservation Board.
Written comments about the Club’s landmark status due by 3 p.m. to
Seattle Landmarks Preservation Board, Dept. of Neighborhoods,
P.O. Box 94649, Seattle, WA 98124-4649.
Tuesday, Mar. 3. Club Board Meeting.
The monthly Board meeting is usually the first Wednesday of the
month. Tonight, it’s one evening early due to the landmark hearing

www.swedishclubnw.org

Wednesday, Mar. 25. Swedish Bingo.
Members and guests welcome. Every last Wednesday of the
month, Mary McCann leads us in bingo! Enjoy pea soup, meat
or cheese plates, and homemade limpa bread. Food at around
5 p.m., bingo at 7. Bring cash to pay for your bingo cards!
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Coming Events, cont.
Wednesday, Mar. 11. Kvinnor Kan Book Club.
This book club was formed to read books with female protagonists.
This month we’re reading Yale Needs Women by Anne Gardiner
Perkins. It’s a well-written story of an Ivy League university going
coed, with resonance in the area of gender equity today. After Yale
Needs Women, we’re reading Rising: Becoming the First North
American Woman on Everest by Sharon Wood. Grab a drink and
meet in the library or lobby. 5:30 p.m.

through because of their tragic dislocation during World War II.
Chef Christine makes us Tuscan beef stew with red wine and
aromatics, roasted root vegetable mash, orange slices and cherry
cheese strudel for dessert. RSVP to rsvp@swedishclubnw.org or
206-283-1090 by Tuesday noon. $22. Late RSVPs and walk-ins $25.
Social hour 5:30 p.m., dinner 6:30 p.m. Program around 7:30 p.m.

Wednesday, Mar. 11. Swedish Film.
Britt-Marie var här (Britt-Marie Was Here). Based on a Fredrik
Backman novel, this film stars Pernilla August as a housewife who
becomes a local soccer coach. $5 donation. 7:30 p.m. 97 min.

The Swedish Singers of Seattle invite you to their annual Meatball
Dinner. Chef Lexi, a famous Nordic chef, will whip up fabulous
Swedish meatballs and all the trimmings, along with veggie balls in a
gorgeous sauce for our vegetarian friends. And what would dinner
with the Swedish chorus be without music? They have that covered,
too, with soloists: Linnea Olson-White, Maria Mannisto,
Kathryn Vinson, Dan White and Trevor Ainge. Reservations
please, so they know how much to make: rsvp@swedishclubnw.org
or 206-283-1090. $25. Around 6 p.m. with music after dinner.

Friday, Mar. 13. An Irish Pub at the Swedish Club.
Put on your kilts and join the Haggis Brothers, “a foot-stompin’,
fiddle-driven string band,” for a night of high-spirited traditional Irish
and Celtic tunes. You’ll enjoy Irish music, an Irish meal, the works!
Food starts at 6 p.m.; music at 7:30 p.m.
Friday, Mar. 13. The Ice Queen Film Series Returns!
Repeat of our Sonja Henie series. In Thin Ice, Sonja’s a ski instructor
in the Swiss Alps who falls in love. 79 min. 7 p.m. $5 donation.
Friday, Mar. 13. Scandinavian Folkdance.
Dance to live music, 7:30–8:55 p.m. Usually starts with a quick
lesson. It’s OK to sit dances out and just watch & listen. Admission:
$10 donation. For info, contact patrick.mcmonagle@gmail.com.

Friday, Mar. 20.
Friday Dinner by Swedish Singers of Seattle.

Friday, Mar. 20. The Ice Queen Film Series Returns!
Repeat of our Sonja Henie series. In Sun Valley Serenade Sonja plays a
refugee who ignites jealousy. The film also features the Glenn Miller
Orchestra. 86 min. 7 p.m. $5 donation.
Wednesday, Mar. 25. Kafferep.
Monthly Swedish-style coffee party with homemade goodies from
our best baking members. Not just fika: “It’s like a dinner party with
desserts only!” You’re very welcome. 2 p.m.

Sunday, Mar. 15.
Kvinnor Kan! (Women Can!) Dinner.
Every year the Swedish Club honors a woman in the
community. This year, it’s former Nordic Heritage Museum
Director Marianne Forssblad. Chef Christine will make a special dinner of cabbage rolls prepared with reindeer meat. $40
per person, or $300 for a table of eight; pay in advance at
www.swedishclubnw.org or 206-283-1090. Reduced price for
those who need it is $25. 4 p.m. social hour; 4:30 p.m. dinner.
Wednesday, Mar. 18. Book Club.
We are reading Still Waters by Viveca Sten, the first book in
her popular Sandhamn Murders series. A body washes up
on the Swedish paradise island of Sandhamn. Who killed
him? After Still Waters, we’ll read Astrid Lindgren: The
Woman Behind Pippi Longstocking by Jens Andersen. Info:
206-715-4869 or trudgette@yahoo.com. Grab a drink and
meet in the lobby or library. 5:30 p.m.
Wednesday, Mar. 18. Members & Friends Dinner.
Peter Curtis, M.D., offers a program based on Pavel’s War,
the final volume of his historical fiction trilogy. It’s the
story of what he and his parents and grandparents went
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Friday, Mar. 13. St. Patrick’s Day at the Club.
Scandinavia and Ireland go way back—Dublin was once a Viking
settlement. Celebrate St. Paddy’s with Celtic music from the Haggis
Brothers and an Irish menu (no haggis—that’s Scottish, anyhow). Dinner
at 6 p.m., tunes at 7:30.

march 2020

Wednesday, Mar. 25. Swedish Bingo.
Members and guests welcome. Enjoy pea soup and
homemade limpa bread, or meat and cheese plates.
Bring cash, as bingo cards can be sold only for cash.
(First card $10, additional cards $5.) Food at 5 p.m.,
bingo at 7 p.m.
Wednesday, Mar. 25. Finnish Film.
Fire and Ice. Stirring documentary by Ben Strout
commemorates the 80th anniversary of the end of
the Winter War. 75 min. $5 donation. 7:30 p.m.
Friday, Mar. 27. ABBA Night.
By the time you read this, ABBA Night may be sold
out! If so, you’re still welcome to come for dinner
and check out the ’70s costumes. (Buy dinner in
advance by calling the Club at 206-283-1090). At
8 p.m. our Club will close to everyone except ABBA
Night ticket holders.
Saturday, Mar. 28. Guild Meeting.
Be part of the fundraising, fun-raising mission of the
Club! 10 a.m.
Sunday, Mar. 29.
Feather Bouquets (Påskris och Semlor).
Our annual Easter decoration-making party of
påskris (feathers and twigs) and semlor (Easter
buns). $6 per adult and $4 each for children 5 to 12.
Late reservations after Mar. 24, pay $7 and $5. Pay
online at swedishclubnw.org or call 206-283-1090
with your credit card. Co-sponsored by Svenska
Skolföreningen (Swedish School). 1 to 2:30 p.m.
Sunday, Mar. 29.
Gudrun Sjödén Exhibit at Nordic Museum.
The National Nordic Museum invites Swedish Club
members to see the new exhibit for free—but you
must sign up in advance. See story on pp. 5–6. 2655
NW Market St., Seattle. 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Mark Your Calendars!
Thursday, Apr. 30. Valborg Celebration at
Vasa Park, Issaquah. Sponsored by the office
of the Honorary Swedish Consul.
Saturday, May 16. Annual Auction!
Saturday, June 6. Swedish Car Show.
Monday, June 22. Summer quarter language
classes begin.
Friday, Oct. 9. Viking Feast .with Chef James
Bushell.
Friday, Oct. 16. Viking Disco 2020.

www.swedishclubnw.org

Wednesday, Apr. 1. Trivia.
Members and guests are welcome. Every first
Wednesday of the month, come enjoy Trivia. Enjoy
pea soup, homemade limpa bread, and meat or
cheese plates. Food at 5 p.m., Trivia at 7.
Friday, Apr. 3.
The Ice Queen Film Series Returns!
Repeat of our Sonja Henie series. Sonja: The White
Swan explores the dark side that lay alongside
Sonja’s wholesome girl-next-door façade. 127 min.
7 p.m. $5 donation.
Sunday, Apr. 5.
Swedish Pancakes.
Music and dancing, plus authentic Swedish pancakes, ham, lingonberries, coffee and orange juice.
Music by Lyle Schaefer, Seattle Skandia Spelmanslag
and Karusellen. Guests $11; blue card Club members
$9; children 5–12 $5. 8 a.m.–1 p.m.
Every Tuesday
Sing with Us! The Swedish Singers of Seattle—
both women and men—sing together from 7 to
9 p.m. Singing together is verrrry Swedish. No
auditions, always fresh coffee, everyone welcome.
Info: swedishsingersseattle@gmail.com.
Every Wednesday (Except 3rd)
Lilla Fredag and Happy Hour. Our bar is open
for “Little Friday” with Swedish pea soup, homemade
limpa bread, cheese or meat plates, and libations. 5 p.m.
Every Friday
Swedish Food: Kafé & Happy Hour! Our
Friday Kafé serves up smörgås (open-face sandwiches),
Swedish meatballs, desserts and more by Chef
Ann-Margret Lightle and guest chefs, noon to
2 p.m. Evening Happy Hour showcases entrées
weekly by Chef Christine Lea at 6 p.m. For
menus, visit www.swedishclubnw.org.
Matinees. Films with English subtitles. $5 donation.
2 p.m. Come early for lunch in our Kafé (noon to 2).
• Feb. 28. Finnish film: Ikitie (Eternal Road). 99 min.
• Mar. 6. American film: Sun Valley Serenade.
Featuring Sonja Henie and the Glenn Miller
Orchestra. 86 min.
• Mar. 13. Swedish film: Britt-Marie var här
(Britt-Marie Was Here). 97 min.
• Mar. 20. Swedish-Lebanese film: Zozo. Boy gets
separated from his family and emigrates to
Sweden. 102 min.
• Mar. 27. Finnish film: Fire and Ice. 75 min.

Helping the Club?
As we move into spring, we
can always use strong
hands and a willingness to
help with some projects
around the Club, inside
and out. Contact Kristine
Leander or Director of
Operations Malin Jonsson if you have a few
hours to help us make our
clubhouse shine.
Bring your membership
cards to events. It speeds
up lines and make it easier
for volunteers selling tickets
or checking you in.
Rentals available at
Swedish Club, 1920 Dexter
Ave N., Seattle. Call
206-283-1078 or visit
www.swedishclubnw.org/
Venues/venues.htm. If
you’ve been a blue card
member for at least a year,
you get a 20 percent
discount.
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Easter feathers
and Lenten buns!

Sunday, Mar. 29
1 p.m.

Bring your family to make traditional feather bouquets.

$6 per adult; $4 per child; late RSVPs (after 3/24) and walk-ins $7

RSVP

rsvp@swedishclubnw.org or 206-283-1090, or online at swedishclubnw.org

Co-sponsored by Svenska
Skolföreningen (Swedish School)

1920 Dexter Ave. N., Seattle, WA 98109 | 206-283-1090 | SWEDISHCLUBNW.ORG
FREE PARKING
www.swedishclubnw.org

