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Reminiscing with Rachel

Longtime volunteer Osterlof looks back
on 40-plus years of service
by

Our Mission
To promote better understanding
between the United States and
the Nordic countries, with
emphasis on Sweden, and to
perpetuate Nordic culture
and traditions through the
teaching, observance, practice
and celebration of this culture
and its traditions.

K atherine Hirt

Rachel Osterlof, a longtime member of the Swedish
Cultural Center, first became active in the 1960s,
just a couple years after the club had moved into its
present location on Dexter Avenue. Its prior
location was in downtown Seattle, but the old place
lay in the proposed path of Interstate 5, so the
Swedish Club, as it was then called, built a new
building. We met at this building, now over 40 years
old, where Mrs. Osterlof spoke fondly of many of
the activities she participated in and what the club
offered during the years she has been active.
Her first volunteer projects were decorations
for the Nordic festival, which took place in August.
For the festival, Osterlof prepared an exhibit for
each Scandinavian country. She based the Swedish
exhibit on Selma Lagerlöf’s book Nils Holggersons
underbara resa genom Sverige (Nils Holggerson’s
Wonderful Journey through Sweden). Meant for
children, the book serves as a geography lesson, as
Nils flies over the country on the back of a goose
and learns about the different areas of Sweden.
Osterlof even had a real goose brought in—but
just for the opening day of the festival, since it
would have been impractical to keep it there
longer. Another exhibit included a map of Sweden
that showed the locations of several Swedish
companies that had sent products for the festival.
In addition to volunteering her time to design
exhibits and programs for various events, Osterlof
has also been a member of the Ladies’ Auxiliary
(now Vännerna) and served on the board as
treasurer for a while. The women’s chorus would
help at the pancake breakfasts and meatball
dinners, partly as a way to avoid paying a fee to
rent the hall to practice. The Ladies’ Auxiliary was
a club within a club, since it was not until 1989
that women were allowed to vote in the club.

One of the Swedish Cultural Center’s newest
volunteers interviews a longtime volunteer.
Katherine Hirt interviewed Rachel Osterlof in early
September, at the Center’s library, for the archives
project that’s just starting up at the club. Fluent in
Swedish, but also a new graduate of a Ph.D. program
in German, Katherine wanted to volunteer at the
Swedish Cultural Center in order to keep her Swedish
language skills up to date.

Before this time, women and men had separate
meetings.
Exciting one-time events in the past 40 years
include visits from King Carl XVI Gustaf, Queen
Silvia, and Princess Christina. The king came to
Seattle twice, once alone in 1976 and once with
Queen Silvia in 1982. In 1988, Princess Christina
came. During the king’s first visit, the Swedish
Club hosted a formal banquet at which both the
men’s and women’s choruses sang. Osterlof
designed the program and menu. For his second
visit, she also made a coat of arms that hung from
the balcony and put together an exhibit of famous
Swedes in the Seattle area. When Princess Christina came, Osterlof wanted to show her a nice flag
and a picture of the king and queen, which she
managed to procure from Sweden. She has many
more stories about the Swedish Cultural Center,
and has designed many of the programs for
dinners, the Lucia festival, and the newsletter. In
spite of some late nights spent finishing projects,
Osterlof says she has always enjoyed the work.

swedishculturalcenter.org

Swedish Cultural Center
1920 Dexter Avenue North
Seattle, WA 98109
206-283-1090 Club Business
206-283-1078 Rentals
206-283-2970 FAX

info@swedishculturalcenter.org
rentals@swedishculturalcenter.org
www.swedishculturalcenter.org
Office Hours
Monday–Friday, 9 a.m.–4 p.m.
Board of Directors
President Karl Larsson
Vice President Bob Blair
Secretary Syrene Forsman
Treasurer Don Wahlquist
VP/Programs Anna Anderson
VP/Properties Paul Norlen
Past President Brandon Benson
Directors Jeremy Holt
		 Pam Madden
		 Randy Nelson
		 Erik Pihl
		 Susan Ramstead
		 Lori Ann Reinhall
Center Operations
Exec. Director R.W. Clay
Cultural Director Kristine Leander
Admin. Assistant Rohm Gustafson
Vännerna
Chair Maggie Berthiaume
Vice-chair June Anderson
		 Evanoff
Secretary Bonnie Orr
Treasurer Rachel Osterlof
Sewing Jean Wirch
Swedish Center News
Editor: Kristine Leander
Copy Editor: Martin Stillion
Swedish Center News (USPS
533-750) is published monthly as
part of yearly membership dues
at $5 per person, per year, by
the Swedish Center, 1920 Dexter
Avenue North, Seattle, Washington 98109-2795. Telephone is
206-283-1090. Periodicals postage paid at Seattle, Washington.
Postmaster: send address changes
to Swedish Center News, 1920
Dexter Avenue North, Seattle, WA
98109-2795.

Deadline for material for
the next issue is
October 10.
Bring articles into the office or fax
to: 206-283-2970. You may also
e-mail articles to:
kristine@swedishculturalcenter.org

2

President’s News
Amidst all the changes happening around the
Swedish Cultural Center, one thing has not
changed: Volunteers are essential to sustain
the Center and its activities. Thank you very
much to every single person who has volunteered to help the Center! Volunteering can be
just as rewarding to you as to the club, so I
encourage everyone to be part of our exciting
progress by volunteering in one of the
following areas.
Our largest fundraiser, the monthly
pancake breakfast, is run almost entirely by
volunteers. Each month 30 to 40 dedicated
volunteers fry pancakes, serve breakfast, bus
tables, and coordinate the whole operation,
which serves between 700 and 1,000 hungry
customers. Our regular volunteers deserve a break once in a while, so we need more people
who can help, preferably once every two to four months.
Thanks to a small but growing number of volunteers, we have recently started, revived, or
grown several special events at the Center. For example: our annual auction in February is
growing every year, and so is the need for volunteers to organize and run the auction. Our
Swedish National Day Celebration in June was a big hit this year, thanks to hard-working
volunteers who prepared a wonderful meal. The Holiday Bazaar returns this year with a new,
improved format and will surely need volunteers in order to succeed. Our Nordic New Year’s
Eve celebration has something for people of every age, and a team of volunteers is forming to
help make it even better this year.
Day-to-day operations around the Center have always relied on many hours of volunteer help each week—answering phones, helping organize the offices and the library, decorating the lobby and display cases, etc. We can now add genealogy to the list of services
provided by volunteers: members can research their Swedish roots with the help of a genealogy expert. (Just call the office to make an appointment!) You can also frequently find
volunteers providing musical entertainment at our Friday evening Happy Hours and other
functions.
Finally, your Board of Directors—and the Board committees—are dedicated volunteers who are strive to make the Swedish Cultural Center so appealing that our membership
will grow and make every volunteer’s efforts worthwhile.
With all the new and expanding programs around the Center, there is clearly a growing
need for volunteers. It is encouraging that these volunteers have the support and guidance of
Executive Director Robert (R. W.) Clay and Cultural Director Kristine Leander to help make
good use of their valuable time. If you have an interest in one of these areas, or skills that you
can volunteer in another area, give the office a call. Depending on which area, either R. W. or
Kristine will gladly coordinate with you. If you do not currently have time to volunteer, please
consider it someday in the future; it’s fun and you’ll meet nice people. We hope everyone will
say “thank you” to those who currently volunteer their time and skills for your Swedish
Cultural Center and countless other worthwhile causes in the community.
K arl L arsson
President, Swedish Cultural Center • klarsson@earthlink.net
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Cultural Director’s Notes
We hope you like the new look to the Swedish Center News. Thank you to our volunteer Andi
Pihl for creating this fresh design. Our goal for the newsletter is to serve the members and friends
of the Swedish Cultural Center and to keep them informed, invited, and involved with what’s
going on at the club. We may continue to change the newsletter as the months go by, and we
appreciate hearing when we’ve hit the mark—or when we haven’t.
We’ve told you about the project to organize and refurbish our valuable library. Our more
than 2,000 books are all in neat order, waiting for new shelving. All it takes now is money, and
you’ll learn in the months to come how you can help make our library a first-class, elegant
space to browse and borrow books, catch up on magazines from Sweden, and hold meetings.
We hope to make that vision come true over the next half year or so.
Keeping our enthusiastic library volunteers busy, though, is an immediate task. Luckily there’s
no shortage of work for them at the Center. Our next goal is to organize the archives and you’re
invited to help. Two volunteers, Laurie Arst and Katherine Hirt, have agreed to organize scrapbooks, photos, and other memorabilia. Now, here’s where you come in. At our next Members &
Friends Meeting on October 8, long tables will be filled with the items from our past. Some of it
is labeled and some isn’t. We will ask you to make notes about the photos and items so that we
can store it with captions and descriptions. Laurie and Katherine will also start a timeline that
describes what’s happened in the past. When did we celebrate burning the bonds on this
building? When did the King and Queen come to the Center? You can also help by donating
memorabilia to the Center and/or volunteering to
organize these items. Just call or e-mail me.
We have planned other fun programs for
our future monthly Members & Friends Dinners.
On November 12, we will have a treat from
Sweden. Brian Magnusson, who lives in Sweden
and is assistant professor of Nordic and American art at Jyväskylä University, Finland, will give
a talk on “Olaf Grafström’s Trek to Silver Lake.”
Grafström was a Swedish-born artist who
painted and taught in the Pacific Northwest in
the late 19th and early 20th centuries, and as we
know from previous talks by Brian, it will be a
fascinating evening. Our December dinner
meeting brings another treat from Sweden, this
time the student choir from Södra Vätterbygdens
Folkhögskola (SVF) in Jönköping, Sweden, who
are touring the Northwest. They will enjoy the
meal with us and then sing for their supper by
entertaining us afterward. In February, author
Newsletter Trivia Contest
Barbara Sjoholm will give a slide show from her A new tradition at our Members’ Dinner
Meeting is to ask a question about the current
winter tour of Northern Sweden, which she
newsletter and give a prize to the winner. At
writes about in her book, The Palace of the
the October meeting, we’ll ask if anyone
Snow Queen. We have lots of fun times coming recognizes the two individuals in this photo
with Cultural Director Kristine Leander—or
up and we hope you join us.
what local organization they represent. The
K ristine Leander
Cultural Director, Swedish Cultural Center
kristine@swedishculturalcenter.org

photo was taken at the opening party for the
new H&M store in downtown Seattle on Sept.
16. H&M opened its first store in Västerås,
Sweden, in 1947. Today its 1,522 stores can be
found in Europe, North America, the Middle
East, and Asia.
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Members & Friends
Dinner
WEDNESDAY,
October 8, 2008
Three Crowns Room
Social 5:30 p.m.
Dinner 6:30 p.m.
Cost $15.00

It’s Archives Night. We need your
help to write our history. Please
come prepared to help us identify
photos and memorabilia.
First course
Tre-bönssoppa med skinka
Three-bean soup with ham
Second course
Stekt kyckling med äppel och
löksås
Roasted chicken with apples and
onion gravy

Kokt potatis med gräddsås och dill
Steamed potatoes with dill and
cream sauce
Sauterad grönsaksmedley
Sautéed vegetable medley
Dessert
Äppelpaj
Apple pie

Come ready to have a
fun, relaxed, and
friendly evening with
your friends and family.
Looking forward to
seeing you.
For reservations, please call
206-283-1090, or e-mail
rw@swedishculturalcenter.org.
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Photo of the week
Guess who the Norwegian American Weekly—a
newspaper based right here in Seattle for NorwegianAmericans nationwide—had in its photo of the week?
Our own Inga Bolang. Inga says this photo was probably
taken 10 years ago when she was dishing up meatballs at
the Nordic Heritage Museum’s summer celebration,
Tivoli. The Norwegian American Weekly has deep roots
in Seattle, having been inaugurated as Washington Posten
in 1909. Other names included its most recent name,

Western Viking. It promises to “keep its readers up to date
on news from Norway and the events going on in the Scandinavian community each week.” We’d like to thank the newspaper for
sharing this photo with us. For more information about the

Norwegian American Weekly, call 1-800-305-0217.

Vännerna
(Friends)

Do you like to sew, or enjoy
the company of those who do?

Please join us.
Vännerna meetings are the
second Tuesday morning
of every month.
You’re invited to join
our friendship group
that gets together to do
handwork and projects
that support the Swedish
Cultural Center.
For more information contact
206-283-1090 or
info@swedishculturalcenter.org
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Translation Help Wanted
Looking for a native speaker of Väster botten dialect of Northern Sweden to translate a tape I received from a relative. Others
have tried, but she speaks fast and her dialect is very special.
Can you help? Call Roy Mattson at 425-483-0879.

SWEDISH CULTURAL CENTER’S
WELCOME ABOARD
FOR AN EVENING
OF FUN AND
FUNDRAISING

AUCTION

VOYAGE
ABOARD THE
SWEDISH
AMERICAN
LINE
SAVE THE DATE

SAT., FEBRUARY 7, 5 PM
206-283-1090 or
info@swedishculturalcenter.org
1920 Dexter Ave N., Seattle
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Bringing back the bazaar
Our November 1–2 Scandinavian Holiday
Bazaar is one of those “everything old is
new again” ideas that we’re reviving at the
Swedish Cultural Center. The club used to
do a major holiday bazaar every year—
coincidentally on the same weekend as the
bazaar hosted by the Danish clubs in the
area. Thanks to the suggestion by SCC
member Brenda Bard, we invited the Danes
to participate at our house this year and
they said yes! Guests will be treated to an
open house all weekend. The Danes are
fixing their open-face smørrebrød sandwiches on Saturday, and we’re making
Swedish pancakes on Sunday. You’ll enjoy
music and relaxation, food and shopping,
friends and chatting on both days. Local vendors
are highly interested in being here. Desire Omdal
and her beautiful, mostly Swedish items will be in
the SCC library. The shop Strictly Scandinavian,
based in Gig Harbor, will also have a booth,

Northwest Nordic Council
Back in the 1970s, a group called the Nordic
Council met at the Swedish Club to organize a
Nordic Festival every year. Perhaps some of our
readers recall the former week-long festival at
the Seattle Center. When this group began
planning the Nordic Heritage Museum, the
Nordic Festival fell away and energies went
toward the Museum.
But a new Nordic Council began meeting
again last January, with representatives of all the
local groups. While the members have changed
since the 1970s, the goal is the same: coming
together to foster cooperation among the
various groups. And just as before, the Swedish
Cultural Center is the meeting place. The
Northwest Nordic Council’s, initial goal is to
create a Scandinavian community calendar and
Web site. If you know of any Scandinavianoriented group that is not already involved in the
Nordic Council, please pass along the word
about the quarterly meetings. Membership is
open to anyone who is interested. Contact
Kristine Leander at 206-283-1090 or kristine@
swedishculturalcenter.org for more information.

swedishculturalcenter.org

featuring Danish items among their all-Scandinavian inventory. We anticipate that the building will
be filled with vendors and activities. The hours are
9 a.m. to 5 p.m., both days. For more information,
e-mail info@swedishculturalcenter.org or call
206-283-1090. We hope to see you there.

Brenda Bard
and her
mother, Ione
Bard, have
been selling
Scandinavian items at fairs
and exhibits up and down the
West Coast for 40 years.
Brenda is managing the
vendors for the SCC’s
Scandinavian Holiday Bazaar,
November 1–2.

Tårta på Tårta
Americans might refer to “gilding the lily,” but Swedes say tårta på tårta, or
cake on top of cake! It’s an apt name for a recent cake brought to our thirdWednesday Kafferep because there are two layers of fruit. Cultural Director
Kristine Leander came up with this cake when she discovered that our usual
tårta, baker, Birgit Amundson, had broken a bone in her hand. We hope you
soon feel better, Birgit!
Preheat oven to 350 degrees, and arrange the rack in lower third of the
oven. Prepare fruit topping. Thinly slice three narrow sticks of rhubarb in a
food processor. Add 2 tablespoons of sugar and a scant teaspoon of allspice.
Wash and halve about 24 plums and remove pits. Set aside rhubarb and
prunes for the top. Cream ¼ pound (1 stick) of butter and ¾ cup of sugar.
Add two eggs and continue creaming. Measure 1 cup of sifted flour, 1
teaspoon of baking powder, and pinch of salt and sift together into the
creamed mixture. Mix gently. Pour the mixture into an ungreased 9- or
10-inch springform pan. Cover with the rhubarb and sugar mixture. Cover
the rhubarb with the split prunes, skin sides down. Sprinkle 1 or 2 tablespoons of sugar over the prunes. Bake for 40 to 50 minutes, until a toothpick
inserted in the center comes out clean. Remove from oven and let cool. Serve
warm or cool. Serve with whipped cream or ice cream if you wish. This
recipe freezes well.
Everyone is welcome to our third-Wednesday Kafferep, at 2 p.m. It’s
free and you don’t have to bring cookies or a tårta to share, unless you
want to. See you there.
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SCC
Announces
News about, or in
the interest of our
members...
The Swedish Cultural
Center announces 631
member households.
New members
Susan Aldridge
Jill Ballo
Bart & Margaret
Brashers
Kevin Fansler
Hjordis Foy
Inger & Ulf Goranson
Ylva Hernlund
Lars & Eva Johansson
Shelby Lund &
Curtin Jurgensen
Lauri & Delmar
Langton
Scott Larson
Sara Lightle
Kristen Nelson
Karin & Richard Reisler
Stephanie Schenck
Jan-Orjan Westerlund
Deaths
Robert Notske
New Address?
Send your address
changes or corrections
to:
Swedish Cultural Center
Attn: Address Change
1920 Dexter Ave. N.
Seattle, WA 98119
Or you can e-mail to
info@swedishculturalcenter.org.

Let us know if we left
out your information
by mistake.
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Hemlandsnytt
News from the homeland
A column of current Swedish news topics,
taken from Swedish news media.
Compiled by Gunnar Wallin

Weather: The Swedish summer has been
warm and wet, and filled with some extreme
weather phenomena that hint about what can
happen if the climate threat increases. Researchers
on climate change will remember 2008 as the
summer with very warm periods mixed with
heavy rains and storms. The last 10 days of July had
the warmest temperatures, and the record of 33.2°
C (93° F) was reported at Falun on July 26.
Award: King Carl XVI Gustaf presented the
2008 Polar Music Prize to American soprano
Renee Fleming and Pink Floyd band members Nick
Mason and Roger Waters for their contributions to
popular music and opera. The Polar Music Prize is
Sweden’s biggest music prize and is usually split
between pop artists and classical musicians.
Addition: Even with his golf done for the
year, the world’s number-one player, Tiger Woods,
found something to celebrate: his Swedish wife,
Elin, is pregnant with their second child. Tiger said
that Elin is expecting in late winter without being
specific about the due date.
Bad: Fewer than one Swede in three has
completed higher education. That makes Sweden
worst among the Nordic countries when it comes
to the education of its citizens. Research shows

that Sweden, with 30 percent of its citizens
completing higher education. is in 13th place after
Finland (fourth place), Denmark (fifth), Norway
(sixth), and Iceland (ninth). Canada is in first place
with 46 percent.
Bye: The only Swedish producer of vaccine,
SBL Vaccin, is moving abroad to the Netherlands. A
couple of years ago the Dutch biotech company
Crucell purchased SBL Vaccin for SEK 358 million
($53 million).
Captive: A 58-year-old man suspected of
keeping a woman who suffers from multiple sclerosis
locked up in a tiny cabin in southern Sweden for
nine years has been ordered by a court to be held in
custody. The man, who denied all charges, was
suspected of imprisoning the woman since 1999 in a
cabin measuring 15 square meters (161 sq. ft.) in a
small community near the town of Eksjö.
Cool: Ambitious plans to turn an old Boeing
747 into a hostel are taking off after the jet was
bought by Oscar Dios, a Swedish entrepreneur. He
is stuffing 85 beds into the gutted jet he dubbed
Jumbo Hostel. It’s been towed into a place at the
Arlanda Airport near Stockholm, where it will have
25 rooms and a cockpit suite. The Jumbo Hostel,
which will remain grounded at the airport, will
begin taking reservations from travelers in
December.

Opinions expressed are not those of the Swedish
Cultural Center.

School Days at SCC
The Swedish School is back in session. Three
Sundays every month, from September through
June, a small invasion takes over the Swedish
Cultural Center as the students of the Swedish
School Association (Svenska Skolföreningen i
Seattle) meet for their class work. Every available
space—the library, all the spaces on the main floor,
the dining room, and our Cultural Director’s
office—becomes a classroom for the 94 students,
ages 3 to 15. The curriculum provides organized
education in Swedish of Swedish-speaking children
living in the greater Seattle area and is comparable
to the Swedish National Elementary School
standards. The focus of the instruction is to
strengthen the students’ understanding of Swedish

heritage, culture, and language.
The school was founded in 1998
by Lena Powers and Stina Cowan.
Anna Hasselquist is the president
of the association for the current
school year. For more information on the Swedish School, visit
www.akvist.com.

Swedish School
teacher Anna
Lovell is on the
left and Stina
Cowan is on the
right. These
students are in
the Yellow
Group, ages
7-10.
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Executive Director’s Notes
As I write this note to you on the last Saturday of
summer, the gray sky exudes copious amounts of
rain. This did not deter the volunteers of the
Swedish Finn Historical Society as they moved into
their new offices at the Center. Welcome SFHS! It is
a pleasure to have you here. If you’re not aware of
the SFHS, the organization has vast informative
resources, and offers genealogical research. It
benefits all of us to have them here. For more
about their services, call the office.
The rain has begun making indoor activities
more appealing. And the Board is increasing the
Center’s appeal this fall by adding lunch on Fridays
in our newly refurbished lounge, starting this
month. The Club’s Kafferep is also quite a hit; it’s
held on the third Wednesday of each month at 2
p.m. in the lobby.
Last month’s pancake breakfast got us back into
the swing of things after the summer; we had over
700 in attendance. Our loyal volunteers pulled it
together. Remember: you all have the opportunity to
be one of those volunteers. Simply give me a call.
Hope to see you in your Center soon.

Carpenter Mark
Wahlquist takes a break
from his work redoing
the new offices of the
Swedish Finn Historical
Society at the Swedish
Cultural Center. A home
builder and remodeler,
he has operated Mark
Wahlquist Construction
(206-731-9526) since 1993.

R.W. Clay
Executive Director, Swedish Cultural Center
rw@swedishculturalcenter.org

Come On, Get Happy
Happy Hour every Friday? Lunches starting soon?
Yes, you’re hearing that right. Everyone’s been
asking for it, so the Board of the Swedish Cultural
Center is planning to fill the lounge every Friday.
Starting around noon, there will be a cold lunch
and soup, and later in the afternoon, coffee, pastries
and Swedish “prat.” In the evening, we’ll have a
dinner entrée available and stay open until 10:30
p.m. for our popular Happy Hour. The every-Friday
Happy Hour schedule will start on October 3, and
the lunch café will probably start in mid-October.
We’ll be looking to our members to support this
baby step toward the eventual goal of a restaurant.
The promotion for the new café will use the line
“We hope you join us” and will coincide with a
drive for new members. We also hope the new
Scandinavian modern lounge furniture gets a real
workout. When it’s time to open the new café, our
members will be the first to know.

swedishculturalcenter.org

Would you like to help us select a name for
the Swedish Cultural Center’s new Friday café? Tell
us your favorite by cutting out this form and
mailing it to us.

With Happy Hour every
Friday, you’ll have plenty of
chances to try out our new
lounge furniture, featuring
Swan chairs by Danish
designer Arne Jacobsen.

My first choice for the name of the new café is (check one):
Kafé Nord______ Krona Kafé_____ Tre Kronor Kafé_____
Other (please suggest a name):
__________________________________
Please mail this to: Swedish Cultural Center, 1920 Dexter
Ave. N., Seattle, WA 98109.
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Coming Events at the Swedish Cultural Center
Monday, Sept. 29 & Wednesday, Oct. 1.
Swedish Language Classes Begin.
E-mail rnelson900@aol.com for the fall schedule.
Beginning and intermediate, evening classes. Small
class size. Instruction by Randy Nelson and Mark
Säfstrom.
Friday–Sunday, Oct 3–5.
Scandinavian Heritage Festival in Puyallup.

Volunteers?
We’re just about done
organizing the library and
the next big project is to
organize our archives. Are
you a neatnik at heart? Do
you love history? Do you
know about earlier days at
the Swedish Cultural
Center? Will you join us as
we sort through old photos
and work to get them
labeled and neatly put away
for the future? E-mail info@
swedishculturalcenter.org or
call the Center at
206-283-1090 to tell us
when you can come in.
Rentals available at
Swedish Cultural Center.
1920 Dexter Ave N., Seattle.
Call 206-283-1090 or visit
www.swedishculturalcenter.
org/Venues/venues.htm.

Three days of festivities with cultural exhibits, arts
and crafts, music, food, folk dancing, and Nordic
gifts for sale. Raffle of two round-trip tickets to
Scandinavia! Times: Friday, 11 a.m.–7 p.m.; Saturday
& Sunday, 11 a.m.–6 p.m. Admission: Free on Friday
till 3 p.m. $8 Friday after 3 p.m. and all day Saturday;
$4 Sunday. Info: desireeomdal@hotmail.com or
www.oktoberfestnw.com/SHF.html. Fairgrounds,
Pavilion Hall, Ninth & Meridian, Puyallup.
Friday, Oct. 3. Nordic Happy Hour.
We’re opening up Happy Hour every Friday evening.
Our members and their friends are invited. Always
the best view in town. Food too. 5–10:30 p.m.
Sunday, Oct. 5.
Swedish Pancakes.
Swedish Cultural Center’s pancake breakfasts are
the ones other clubs imitate. Music by the Norsemen, Skandia Kapelle and Mäd Fiddlu, and dancing
make it the best food and entertainment in town. 8
a.m.–1:30 p.m. This month only, flu shots will be
available.
Wednesday, Oct. 8.
Members & Friends Dinner.
“Archives Evening.” We’ll ask you to dig in your
memory bank and help us identify old photos and
memorabilia. Long-time members are very
welcome to help us write our history. Newer
members will enjoy the stories. RSVP to Swedish
Cultural Center by Oct. 6. Call 206-283-1090 or
e-mail rw@swedishculturalcenter,org. $15. Social
hour: 5:30, dinner 6:30.
Wednesday, Oct. 15.
Kafferep.
Join us for a old-fashioned Swedish coffee party in
the lobby of the Swedish Cultural Center. Bring
some of your own favorite cookies or just come!
Free. 2 p.m.
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Wednesday, Oct. 15.
Films from Finland series: “Kenen joukoissa seisot” (Revolution).
Presented by Finlandia Foundation Seattle, this film
examines the role of 1970s bands in promoting
social change in Finland. For more information, visit
www.finnsnw.com/FFSC/films.htm. 7:30 p.m. $5.
Wednesday, Oct. 22.
Swedish Book Club.
We’re reading Kalla det vad fan du vill by Marjaneh
Baktiara. We meet at 4:30–5:45 p.m. in the library.
Contact Randy for more information:
206-937-0441 or rnelson900@aol.com.
Saturday, Oct. 25.
Folk Dancing!
The waltz, polka, schottische, and hambo are a fun
way to get your exercise! Free dance lesson by Pat
McMonagle at 7:30 p.m. with Speldosan’s live
music at 8 p.m. Info: ocw@isomedia.com or
206-283-1090.
Saturday, Nov. 1.
Genealogy Seminar.
The Seattle Genealogical Society is holding a
fall seminar on Swedish-American genealogy on
November 1. Call 425-487-4075 for more info or
e-mail clbright@comcast.net.
Saturday & Sunday, Nov. 1–2.
Scandinavian Holiday Bazaar.
Plan now to start your holiday shopping at the
Swedish Cultural Center November 1–2. Vendors
will be selling Scandinavian items and items of
interest to Scandinavians. We’ll have Danish
smörrebröd sandwiches for hungry shoppers on
Saturday and Swedish pancakes on Sunday. 9 a.m.–
5 p.m. both days. Co-sponsored by the Danish
community.
Wednesday, Dec. 31.
Nordic New Year!
Enjoy music on two floors: Richard Svensson in the
ground-floor ballroom for dancing and “Kate
Tucker and the Sons of Sweden” with Scandi-Pop
on the top floor. A light dinner will be available. We
have to limit the number of guests, so get your
tickets ahead of time. Call 206-283-1090 or e-mail
info@swedishculturalcenter,org.
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