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National Day!

E
Our Mission
To promote better understanding
between the United States and
the Nordic countries, with
emphasis on Sweden, and to
perpetuate Nordic culture
and traditions through the
teaching, observance, practice
and celebration of this culture
and its traditions.

very year on June 6, Swedish King Carl XVI
Gustaf and Queen Silvia take part in traditional
National Day ceremonies in Stockholm’s open-air
museum, Skansen, where they raise the flag and
celebrate with Sweden’s citizens. Here at the
Swedish Cultural Center, we have to wait until the
weekend to observe National Day—but we will
pack Saturday, June 9, with as much fun as we
possibly can. Our members will
celebrate with:
• Door prizes, including a spa
treatment at Sara‘s Skin Butik, a
baseball cap from the days
when we were called the
Swedish Club, and a bottle of
Gård wine
• A vintage Swedish car show, displaying classic
Saabs and Volvos from noon to 4 p.m.
• Dancing to the music of Sylvia’s Fjordsong Band
from 2 to 5 p.m. ($10)
• Swedish sandwiches and drinks in the bar from
noon to 5 p.m.
• A 5 p.m. program of singing by Swedish School
students, Swedish Women’s Chorus, and Svea
Male Chorus, plus dancing by Nordiska Folkdancers
• Swedish Consul Lars Jonsson’s announcement of
the club’s Swede of the Year
• A delicious Swedish dinner prepared by Chef
Ann-Margret ($25)

Cool cash and
cooler cars:
not a bad way
to celebrate
Sweden!

• Swede Deal raffle prize drawing for $500 in cash,
a beautiful Orrefors raspberry crystal bowl and
an Ekelund cloth, or a year’s worth of pancake
breakfasts Our celebration is a great way to kick
off your summer and celebrate your club. Apart
from Stockholm, there’s no better place to be on
June 9. We hope to see you there!

Dinner Menu
Herring plate
Marinated pork tenderloin with Swedish sauce
New potatoes
Vegetables
Strawberry torte with coffee & tea

National Day Dinner, June 9
Use this form to make your dinner reservation, or call the office at 206-283-1090 and pay by credit card.
Name_ ______________________________________________________________________
Mailing address or e-mail address (please print)_________________________________________
Phone number_________________________________________________________________
Number of dinners at $25 each_____________________________________________________
Please return with payment to National Day Dinner, SCC, 1920 Dexter Ave N, Seattle, WA 98109.
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Seattle, WA 98109

206-283-1090 Club Business
206-283-1078 Rentals
206-283-2970 FAX
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Board of Directors
President Terry Anderson
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to 206-283-2970. You may also
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kristine@swedishculturalcenter.org.
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Executive Director’s Notes

S

tarting over isn’t what you usually think
about for an organization that has begun
its 120th year, but that seems to be what
we’re doing at the Swedish Cultural Center.
It’s a time to give thanks for the gifts of the
past—and to start with a clean slate in some
specific areas.
For one, As You Like It Catering has
moved on to other opportunities after being
with us for 11 years. We regret losing friends,
but we welcome the challenge of painting and
preparing for a new caterer. We’ve hired a
broker to help us, and he says that our
location is very desirable. Our new long-term
catering tenant may or may not be the one
that will prepare our Members & Friends
Dinner, but hey, that’s the fun of starting over.
We’re trying out some candidates, and
together we’ll discover the right caterer for
our monthly dinners.
We have also regained a space that was
used for an office—namely, the former Board
Room. Hooray for a dedicated space to offer
as a bride’s room, to show films on Friday
evenings, and to hold meetings and classes at
other times.
For another starting-over opportunity,
we have new Board Members. Congratulations to Kelly Hughes, Dick Libby,
Vince Madden, Robin O’Leary, and
Glen Peterson, and a very big thanks to
those Board Members who are leaving

enormous shoes to fill: Michael Edlund,
Karl Larsson, Erik Sundholm, Carl
Westerdahl, and Laura Wideburg.
Karl Larsson in particular deserves a long
and loud round of applause. He was part of
the original group that set out to revitalize
the club six years ago, and he served as Board
President for two years, including the era of
Sweden Week and the visit by the Crown
Princess. His dedicated leadership extends to
the pancake breakfast, where he and others
have faithfully arrived very early on the first
Sunday of every month to make pancakes for
around 800 people. (If you think that’s easy,
we invite you to come on down and help out
sometime!) Thank you, Karl, for your
outstanding, long-term dedication to the club.
Another area where we’re starting over is
our financial picture. A major gift from the
Jane Isakson Lea Foundation enabled the club
to enter 2012 with a clean financial slate.
Thank you, Jane Isakson Lea! We’re
revising and updating our Bylaws to better
serve the members. The committees, which in
a few cases have been dormant for a couple
of years, get a fresh start with new energy
and new organization. The library re-do
includes three new tables, and we’re in the
process of getting new chairs. Thank you,
Per and Inga Bolang, for your gifts that
made this new look possible.
Our film series has a new manager,

SCC member Karen Choyce made her
Space Needle hat to wear to “Seattle
in the ’60s,” the Swedish club’s 50th
anniversary auction last fall. But she
put it on again to wear to the Space
Needle’s 50th anniversary. Karen was a
hit with the print media, including The
Seattle Times, which published her on
the front of its NW section, and two
television channels that interviewed
her. In addition Karen reported that
probably at least 200 people asked her
to pose for photos. Hey Karen, what are
you wearing to “Dancing with Swedish
Stars” this fall?
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Allison Bishop, who is committed to showing modern Swedish
cinema for our members’ enjoyment. Watch for Allison’s selections
on the third Wednesday evening of every month, plus a matinee
every Friday. Our new intern, Emeline Fumey, is definitely a fresh
start for us, as she’s from France. And our annual auction will be a
do-over—we’re completely changing the format to a dance contest,

“Dancing with Swedish Stars.” Börja om. Start over. Not a bad theme
for a 120-year-old organization.
K ristine Leander
Executive Director, Swedish Cultural Center
kristine@swedishculturalcenter.org

President’s Notes

I

t is both a pleasure and an honor to draft my first president’s
nies in the nation (but Swedish in its origins), and the result was a
message as the 57th president of the Swedish Cultural Center.
generous donation of $1,000 in funds and $4,000 in consulting
services. Representatives from Chateau Ste. Michelle met with us to
After serving for a year as your vice president, thanks to your
plan a couple of wine tastings. And just this week, I secured a visit
confidence in me, I’m ready to step up to the presidency. With your
from the new Swedish Sounders player, Adam Johansson. Together
support, I intend to focus this year on building bridges—between
with the Swedish American Chamber of Commerce and the Swedish
the Board and the members, between the Board and the staff, and
School, we hope to plan a cultural/business/family/fun event for all
between the Swedish Cultural Center and the Nordic community.
With the support of our successful executive director and outstand- ages on June 8.
To tell you a little bit about my background, I’m originally from
ing staff, our hardworking and loyal volunteers, our talented Board
New York but have lived in the Pacific Northwest for 17 years. I
of Directors—but mostly our incredible members—we can work
work as a medical director for Pfizer Pharmaceuticals, have a passion
collaboratively to continue the work already in progress to make
for travel and experiencing different cultures, and have been lucky
this a strong, vibrant, successful year at the club. Thanks to the gift
enough to visit all seven continents. I currently hold passports for
from the Jane Isakson Lea Foundation, a growing membership, a
both the United States and the European Union. Still, a visit to the ice
vibrant and busy Friday Kafé, building and parking lot rentals on the
rise, our profitable Antiques and Great Finds sale, and an outstanding hotel in Sweden remains at the top of my list of places to see. I have
two grown sons: Michael, who is 25, married,
ABBA Night event, we are on good footing for
and a dental student at the University of
a successful year.
Minnesota, and Christopher, who is 22 and a
The annual meeting and election in April
recent graduate of Lewis & Clark College.
brought forth both some new Board Members
Currently, I also serve on the board of the
and a revision to our officer election process.
Swedish American Chamber of Commerce. I
The 98 members who attended voted to
hold a global perspective in my life, and to this
change the bylaws back to the former method,
end I am hosting three international college
by which the members vote for the officers of
exchange students in my home (which keeps
the Board, rather than the Board voting for its
my cooking skills sharp!).
own officers. The members also elected new
It is an exciting time for our club, though
Board Members Vince Madden and Glen
there remains much work to do in supporting
Peterson, and the following officers: myself
our fiscal strength in the short and long term. We
as president; Paul Heneghan as vice
will, of course, keep our 120-year-old organizapresident; Vince Madden as vice president,
tion alive, vital, and flourishing for future
facilities; Judy Cooper as secretary; and
Terry Anderson takes over as the
generations. But this will not be possible without
Bob Blair as treasurer. One of the new
Swedish Cultural Center’s 57th
you. I invite you to contact me directly at any
Board’s top priorities this year is a thorough
president.
time, at home at 425-836-4049, by e-mail at
review and update of the SCC Bylaws. We are
fortunate to have the generous pro bono assistance of our attorney,
castleroad1@hotmail.com, or through the Board e-mail address,
Vi Reno, and other experienced individuals such as Sharon
board@swedishculturalcenter.org. It is my pleasure and honor to
Lucas, a previous interim executive director at the club. The
serve this organization to the best of my ability. Our close partnership
process will also include SCC members and Board members. If you
will produce the most robust results for the club, both now and in the
have comments or contributions for this review, please e-mail them
future.
to board@swedishculturalcenter.org, mail them to the SCC
office, or contact me directly.
Terry A nderson
I’m already working on some endeavors to benefit the club. Staff
President, Swedish Cultural Center
and I met with Skanska USA, one of the largest construction compacastleroad1@hotmail.com
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SCC Announces
News about, or in the interest
of our members...
The Swedish Cultural Center announces 1,096 member households.
New Members
Beth Alderman & Edward Boyko
Alice Anderegg
Ric & Becky Anderson
Einar Ask
Marie & Darvin Avis
Paul Bates
Steve Bird
Laurie Blauner
Mark Bonicillo
Eli Briskin
Sara Burns & Lactitia Savelle
Harold Linus Carlson (Karlson)
Steve & Liz Cedergreen
Danielle Chun
Richard Conlin
Darlene Crawford
Peggy Olafson Curtis
Nicole DeNamur & Jill Rickabaugh
Chip Doring
Suzanne Eklund-Grayum
GeorgeJean Erickson
Lottie Eskilsson
Mark & Elisabeth Fredrickson, Luke
& Abigail
Nancy Fulton
Toby & Anna Gallier
Deborah Gates
Neil Gavin
Frederick Gurney
Victoria Hanson
Linn Haven
Vicki J. Hendrix
Kimberly Hitchcock & Gregory Smith
Patrick Hogan
Jackson Hollstien
David Emerson Huff
Cory Johnson
David Johnson
Jill Johnson
Robert Junell
Veronica Kalmar
Kerri Keil
Susan & Herb Knudson, Jr.
Gerald Kroon
David Kuchler
Jess & Teresa Kuhn
Robert Lach & Muriel Brasseur
Kristin Laidre & Eli Gurarie
Quintin Lee
Nina Lehtinen & Tyler Doyle
Peter Lillesve
Gregory Alan & Diane Lind
David, Susah, Sean, Steven & Kristen
Loomis
Jack& Lisa Loop
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Dancing with Swedish Stars

W

hen does a little bit of work become a whole lot of fun? When we’re having a ball
raising money! Our annual fall fundraiser will be a little different this year: we’re
planning a dance competition with eight very special couples who have offered their skills to
benefit the club.
We’re calling it “Dancing with Swedish Stars.” You’ve probably seen the popular TV dance
competitions, and you’re probably aware of the glitz, the music, the stars, and the fancy
rug-cutting. Well, get ready. We’re going to have our very own dancing with our very own
stars at our beautiful Swedish club. Saturday, Oct. 13, will be the night to remember. Sixteen
dancers will hit the stage to dance just one dance, and all of you will be judges.
Contestants will be
announced in May. Each
couple will raise funds from
friends and sponsors (we’re
hoping to raise $5,000 for each
couple, but enthusiasm and
fondness for dancing will be
the most important criteria for
getting into the contest). Three
official judges will determine
the best dancers, but members
will help to select the People’s
Choice by donating money to
each couple.
Have questions or want to get involved? Or do you know someone who likes to dance?
Want to volunteer for this fun night? Please contact Sara Lowe or Kristine Leander for more
details. To volunteer, call our office at 206-283-1090 or visit our SCC Facebook page. This will
be the club’s biggest fundraising event of the year.

Fantastic Female Finnish Fiddlers!

O

ur program for the Members & Friends Dinner on June 6 will be a very special treat.
We’ll hear music by Jepokryddona, an amazing group of female fiddlers from Finland.
They’re Swedish-speaking fiddlers from Jeppo, in Ostrobothnia, Finland. Jeppo is a source of
source of countless old-style melodies and one of the few places in the world where the
minuet and the polska remain part of the living tradition of playing and dancing! The ladies of
Jepokryddona play
with a young, fresh
touch and the same
swing and fire as old
fiddlers. The
members always
learn their music by
ear. We’ll be trying
out a new caterer
for this meal, and
the menu and price
will be determined
after we work out
arrangements with
the caterer.
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Leavenworth: Accordions Approaching!

Y

ou play it and the smiles come out.” That’s what keeps accordionists in the game, or so
we’re told. Once the most widely played instrument in the United States, the portable
organ took a big blow from the guitar during the Beatles era, but is now making a
comeback. With devotees in cultures as diverse as China, Mexico, and Sweden, the
accordion is enjoying a renaissance.
This summer, you can hear some of the best accordion music being made at the
Leavenworth International Accordion Celebration, held June 14–17 in Washington’s own
Bavarian mountain village. This year’s star attraction is Swedish squeezeboxer Jörgen
Sundeqvist. Born in Nykoping, Sweden, in 1962, Jörgen enjoys a successful international
career as accordion soloist, chamber musician, and teacher. He’s considered to be a very
important force in Swedish cultural life. He resides in Askar, Norway, with his Norwegian wife, accordionist/fiddler Lena Rist-Larsen, who’ll join him in a public concert in
Leavenworth Saturday, June 16.
The public is also invited to enjoy four days of lively accordion concerts and
competitions in Leavenworth, featuring top local, national, and international accordionists.
Get a free introductory lesson and join the annual Accordion Parade down Front Street.
For more information, call 206-622-4786 or visit www.accordioncelebration.org.

Seattle Seeks Your Seawall Stories

W

hen you think of Seattle’s waterfront, what comes to mind? Do you recall the waterfront way back when? Remember the seawall being built? Have memories of important
or special times, people, or events? If so, the City of Seattle wants to hear from you!
The City’s Waterfront Program will rebuild the failing Elliott Bay Seawall to protect public
safety, and to create new public spaces along the waterfront for everyone to use and enjoy. But
along with improvements to the waterfront, there’s a chance to celebrate its history. Over the
next few weeks the City of Seattle, in partnership with Senior Services’ Story Tell, will collect
stories and memories about the waterfront and seawall. Your recollections about these central
features of Seattle’s natural, economic, social, and cultural history will be compiled and
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Jennifer & Alan MacDonald
Cathleen Macs
Brandon Madsen
Brian Madsen
Safir-Marit Magnusson
Barbara Mauer
Tim & Jeannie McGinnis
David Mendoza
Marcus Mennes
Kristine Milkovich & Marter Beck
Dean Millard
Kirk & Barbara Nelson
Lisbet Nilson & Mark Ashida
Kristina Nordstrom
Jean Priel & David Orthmeyer
Phil Parham
Marty Paulson
Rhiannon Pearce
Jonathan & Sara Perkins
Patrick & JoAnn Peterson
Lisa Porter
Nicholas Richter
Joan Robinson
Tonya Ros
Eric Rucker
Kathryn Samuelson
Susan Schmatzhagen
Judy Simon
Deborah Smith
Karl Smith
John Sontra
Peter Sontra
Mark & Aubrey Stein
Robert & Alice Stephenson
John Swanson & Jan Cranfield
Frank & Valerie Swedenborg
Scott Taylor
Matthew Thorslund & Katy O‘Hara
Karl-Johan, Suzanne, Bo-Magnus,
and Lars-Erik Wentzel
Julie, Robert, Dalai, & Maia Whitehorn
Lorna Williams
Marie, Tracy and Samuel Winjum
Ann & Kenneth Winters
Valerie & Todd Yerkes
Deaths
J. C. Larson, Gunnar Wallin,
Dick Nelson
New address? Send your address
changes or corrections to:
Swedish Cultural Center
Attn: Address Change
1920 Dexter Ave. N.
Seattle, WA 98109
Or you can e-mail to
info@swedishculturalcenter.org.
Let us know if we left out your
information by mistake.
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preserved as a bridge between Seattle’s
past and future.
Sharing your story is easy! You can
submit it in one of three ways.
1. Mail a letter to:
Sonia Palma
Waterfront/Seawall Oral History Project
P.O. Box 34996
Seattle, WA 98124
2. Send email to seawall@seattle.gov.
3. Call 1-877-633-2420 toll-free to
record your story.
Be sure to include your name and
contact information. Project staff may
follow up with you to arrange for a
videotaping. The submission deadline is
June 8, 2012. If you have questions or
would like more information, please call
206-618-8584.
Project Background
The Elliott Bay Seawall Project and Waterfront Seattle are part
of the Waterfront Program, which will replace the seawall and create
fun and safe new space for things like parks, paths, access to the
water, and places to enjoy views, events, and cultural activities along

Seattle’s seawall under construction, 1935. Photo: Seattle
Municipal Archives.

the waterfront. Visit www.seattle.gov/transportation/seawall.htm or
www.waterfrontseattle.org to learn more.

Meet the Chair Man ... and Woman

P

er and Inga Bolang have been working quietly to improve the appearance of our library.
Several years ago they went in together with the friends of Maggie Berthiaume,
the Ladies Auxiliary, Kultur Förbundet, and Dick and Susan Nelson, to outfit the entire
library in new shelving. Last year, the Bolangs purchased two new modern, heavy-duty
library tables. This year, in response to the demand for seating created by our popular Swedish
language classes, they purchased a
third table and seven chairs. The
library needs 11 more chairs, so
Per and Inga have issued a challenge: for every new chair funded
by members, Per and Inga will
fund one to match it.
Each Globus Chair costs
around $315 with tax. Will you help
us by sending in a donation for Per
and Inga to match? Let’s see how
quickly we can get our library
totally switched out to new
chairs that will go along with the
Per and Inga Bolang donated our new library
furniture, and are challenging you to help
new tables and shelving!
complete the collection.

6

spring 2012

Lifetime Members

N

Say bonjour to Emeline Fumey, our new intern.

New Intern is a Dijon Demoiselle

I

f you hear a French accent at the Swedish Cultural
Center this summer, its owner isn’t lost—she’s our new
intern, Emeline Fumey. Here’s an introduction in her own
words:
My name is Emeline, I am 22, and I am a French
student in heritage, languages, and tourism. During my
course I am learning English and Spanish, but I have also
learned how to take care of all sorts of heritage, how to
promote them, and how to link tourism and heritage.
I come from Dijon, a small city in the eastern part of
France, which is very famous for its wine and its mustard.
I have chosen the Swedish Cultural Center for my
internship because I am very interested in cultural
expansion, and I really wanted to know how a community
can promote and perpetuate its traditions abroad.
Moreover, I was very curious to see how a nonprofit
organization works, and how it can manage to raise funds
to survive without losing its first aim: promoting culture.
This experience here in Seattle is going to be a real
challenge for me. This four-month internship at the
Swedish Cultural Center will give me the opportunity to
improve my knowledge of the cultural field, and will
bring me all the “keys” to be able to work in an international environment in the future.
So I wanted to let you know that I am happy and
honored to be here with you all, and I wanted to thank
you all for your welcome and for your kindness!

ew Lifetime Members ViviAnne Lindback and Eckhard Schipull are stalwart supporters of the club, even though only
one—Vivi-Anne—is Swedish. (Her
husband, Eckhard, is German.) If you
love our pancake breakfasts, you can
thank Vivi-Anne, who was part of
the group that started them up. She
also served as Board Treasurer for
one term under former President Bert
Lundh and two terms under former
President Bertil Dillner. Thank you,
Vivi-Anne, for helping to start our
great pancake breakfasts and to both
of you for becoming Lifetime Members of the club. (Editor’s note: Yes, she’s
been asked if she’ll take back the Treasurer role, and she declined!)
John Morgan came to the club through the English Country
Dancing group. His favorite music
genre is baroque, and he enjoys the
Center for the dancing opportunities
we offer. John has a master’s degree
from the University of Chicago and
retired after a long career with the
Air Force. He came to the Northwest
in 1978 and lives in Monroe, but
fortunately he doesn’t find it too far
to drive in to the Center for our
Friday dinners and dancing.
In the next issue, we’ll tell you
about our newest Lifetime Members,
Johan and Anne-Marie Masreliez. The Board has opened up seven
Lifetime Memberships for 2012. The
cost is $2,000 for an individual and $2,500 for a couple. It’s a gift to the
club, that, well, lasts a lifetime.

Give Gustav a Go

D

o you have a young soccer player in your family who would
love to have a Swedish-speaking big brother for the year?
Seventeen-year-old Gustav from Malmö hopes to attend a high
school in the Seattle area this fall, because he’s already been chosen
to join the Sounders youth team! All he needs now is a local family
to open their home to him, starting in August. To learn more about
Gustav, contact the SCC office and we’ll send you the information
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we’ve received. His family has
offered to reimburse his American
hosts for food and housing—but
most host families tell us that
they’d have hosted an international student just for the
experience. Here’s an opportunity
to exercise some genuine Northwest Scandinavian-American
hospitality—and to get back more Got room for a future soccer
star? Gustav needs a place to
than you give in the process.
stay in Seattle.
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Wallins on the Wall

A

mong the many gifts the Swedish Cultural Center has
received from Gunnar and Birgitta Wallin over the
years are the pictures of Swedish royalty and the decorative
plaques from each Swedish province that adorn our Three
Crowns dining room. Now there’s a new plaque among them,
honoring Birgitta and Gunnar for their generosity and service.
President Terry Anderson shows Birgitta the new plaque,
which was hung in memory of Gunnar, who passed away in
February. He was a past president of the club, the two-time
winner of our Pea Soup Challenge, author of our newsletter’s
Hemlandsnytt column, and self-appointed one-man welcome
committee to club newcomers—and will be greatly missed.

Cover Couple

S

CC members Sven and Bernadette Couch
may be familiar faces to the early-arriving
crowd at every Sunday pancake breakfast, but
now they’re also well known to the community
that reads Impact, the Swedish Medical Center
news magazine. They were chosen to represent
typical people with multiple sclerosis (MS) in
the community. It’s not known why, but the
Pacific Northwest has one of the highest rates of
MS in the world, nearly equaling Sweden’s
elevated rate.
The
story details
the Couches’
delightful
meeting at
the Honey
2011 DONOR
RECOGNITION
Bear Bakery
ISSUE
Wellness and
in 1996 and
research drive
their
Swedish’s
Caring for kids:
NEW MS
wedding in
LEADERSHIP GIFT
EXPANDS CHILD LIFE
CENTER PROGRAM TO ISSAQUAH
2008. Sven,
a former
UW defensive tackle, was a law student when
he was diagnosed. Bernie, a running aficionado,
was employed at Honey Bear Bakery. Together
they have made a life of supporting each
other—and now through the article, they’re
teaching others about MS.
If you haven’t already discovered this
charming couple, you can visit bit.ly/couchms
to read the article online.

impact
advancing health care

through philanthropy
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SWEDISH CULTURAL CENTER
PRESENTS THE

4TH OF JULY
Doors open at 6:30
Buffet starts at 7:00
Reserved parking
Barbecue Menu
Music, games and fun for all ages
Unbelievable view of the fireworks!
“Wait for Traffic” dessert

Prepaid reservations required:
206-283-1090
Dinner and outside box seats for fireworks (members): $40
Dinner and outside box seats for fireworks (nonmembers): $50
Dinner and inside seating for fireworks (members): $35
Dinner and inside seating for fireworks (nonmembers): $45

Swedish Cultural Center
1920 Dexter Ave N, Seattle, WA 98109
www.swedishculturalcenter.org
rsvp@swedishculturalcenter.org

Coming Events at the Swedish Cultural Center
Volunteers?
We always need volunteers
for our pancake breakfasts: set up, flip pancakes,
pour coffee, bus tables, etc.
Whatever your skills, we’ll
find a place for you!
Our library needs
volunteers to record data
about donated books. If
you read Swedish, it’s a
help, but not required.
What about Kubb at
the club? It’s a great way
for all generations to come
together. We just need
someone to organize a
tournament. Is it you?
Finally, here’s a simple
way to help the club: by
RSVP’ing early for dinners
and other events. So many
of you RSVP at the last
moment, and meanwhile,
we’ve had to guess if you’re
coming. Sometimes we
guess too optimistically
about how many will show,
and we have to pay for
those meals. Tell us early
that you’re coming and
you’ll help us save
money—which is just as
good as volunteering!
For more information,
or to lend a hand on
volunteer projects, e-mail
info@swedishculturalcenter.
org or call 206-283-1090.
Rentals available at
Swedish Cultural Center.
1920 Dexter Ave N., Seattle.
Call 206-283-1078 or visit
www.swedishculturalcenter.
org/Venues/venues.htm. If
you’ve been a member for
at least a year, you get a 20
percent discount.

10

Saturday, May 5. Landscaping Cleanup Day.
Have you noticed how beautiful our landscaping is at
the Center? We have one volunteer to thank for that!
But you can be part of the crew for half a day. Show
your appreciation by volunteering from 9 a.m. to 12
noon. Contact rsvp@swedishculturalcenter.org or
206-283-1090.

Folk Voice Band plus dancing, authentic Swedish
pancakes, lingonberries, ham, and all the right fixin’s:
$9 guests, $7 SCC members, $5 children 5–12. 8 a.m.
until 1:30 p.m. As always, stay afterward for
genealogy help.

Sunday, May 6.
Swedish Pancakes.

Enjoy Swedish music at “Drottingholm to Monticello—Music for a Royal Democracy,” part of
Nordic Heritage Museum’s Mostly Nordic series.
Concert of chamber music plus dinner. 3014 NW
67th, Seattle. Info: www.nordicmuseum.org or
206-789-5707.

Music by Nordic Reflections, Smilin’ Scandinavians,
and Lilla Spelsmanslag plus dancing, authentic
Swedish pancakes, lingonberries, ham, and all the
right fixin’s: $9 guests, $7
SCC members, $5 children
5–12. 8 a.m. until 1:30 p.m.
As always, stay afterward
for genealogy help.
Saturday & Sunday,
May 12 & 13.
SWEA Art Fair.

Sunday, June 3.
“Mostly Nordic” Series Features Sweden.

Tuesday, June 5. Ladies
Auxiliary.
Support the club and enjoy
company of other women.
Every first Tuesday of the
month at 10 a.m. (except July
and August).

Sponsored by the Swedish
Wednesday, May 16. Swedish Film.
Wednesday, June 6.
Women’s Educational
Patrik Age 1.5. Catch the surprise when a
Members & Friends
Association. Art show in
gay couple adopts a child they think is 1.5
Dinner.
the lobby floor of the
years of age. You guessed it! A teenager
Jepokryddona, a young
Swedish Cultural Center
shows up. 7:30 p.m. $5.
female fiddling group from
with works by local artists.
Finland. Co-sponsored by
Everything is for sale and
Swedish Finn Historical Society. RSVP by Tuesday,
benefits SWEA’s scholarship program. Saturday 2–6
June 5, to rsvp@swedishculturalcenter.org or
p.m.; Sunday 10 a.m.–1 p.m. For more information:
206-283-1090. Cost to be determined. Social 5:30,
www.sweaseattle.org or lena.powers@hotmail.com.
dinner 6:30.
Wednesday, May 16. Kafferep.
Friday, June 8.
Monthly Swedish-style coffee party with homeSounders’ Adam Johansson Visits the Club!
made goodies from our best bakers. 2 p.m. EveryThe Sounders’ new player from Göteborg, Adam
one is welcome.
Johansson, will talk about playing for the Sounders,
Wednesday, May 23. Finnish Film.
sign autographs, etc. Dinners for sale will be
Napapiirin sankarit (Lapland Odyssey). Part comedy kid-appropriate. $10 admission to meet Adam; $5 for
and part road show that spotlights Lapland.
kids (6–12 years of age). Co-sponsored by SwedishSponsored by the Finlandia Foundation. 7:30 p.m. $5 American Chamber of Commerce. 6 p.m.
donation. Shown again Friday, May 25, 2 p.m.
Saturday, June 9.
Thursday, May 31. Singer from Gotland.
Swedish National Day.
Theresa Andersson, singer, songwriter, and multiSwedish car show from 12 noon to 4 p.m., with
instrumentalist, will be performing at the Triple
vintage Saabs and Volvos from the 1960s and early
Door. www.thetripledoor.net, 215 Union St., Seattle.
’70s. Crown Room Lounge open for Swedish cold
7:30 p.m.
food and drinks from 12 noon on. Dancing with
music by Sylvia and her Fjordsong Band from 2 to 5
Sunday, June 3. Swedish Pancakes.
p.m. ($10). Program with announcement of Swede
Music by Metro Gnomes, Nordic Reflections, and
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of the Year, singing by children of Swedish School, Swedish Women’s
Chorus, and Svea Male Chorus. Marinated pork tenderloin dinner by
Ann-Margret and program featuring Nordiska Folkdancers at 5 p.m.
$25. Raffle prizes drawn! All in all, a very big day at the club. Evening
dinner RSVP: 206-283-1090 or rsvp@swedishculturalcenter.org.
Dinner reservations $25 in advance; $27 at the door.
Monday, June 11.
Accordion Social.
Sponsored by the Northwest Accordion Society. Visit the monthly
accordion social at the Swedish club. On this evening, the Accordionaires will perform, featuring soloists and duos as well as the entire
17-piece orchestra. Their music is classical and contemporary. Come
for dancing or listening or both. The bar will be open. Visitors
welcome! $5. 7:30. Also Nov. 12.
Wednesday, June 20.
Kafferep.

Every Friday. Library & Genealogy.
Our Friday librarian and genealogist Alan McCool will guide your
genealogy or help you find a book. 1:30 to 3:30 p.m.
Every Friday. Social Bridge.
Hankering for a hand of bridge? All players welcome, from beginners to experts. 1 p.m. Let us know if you’d prefer an evening
meeting, say 7:30 or so?
Every Friday. Matinee.
Films with English subtitles. $5 donation. 2 p.m. Come early for
lunch in our Kafé.
• May 4. Swedish crime film, Wallander series: Tjuven (The Thief).
• May 11. Swedish crime film, Wallander series: Innan Frosten
(Before the Frost).
• May 18. Swedish film: Patrik Age 1.5.
• May 25. Finnish film: Napapiirin Sankarit (Lapland Odyssey).
Every Friday. Viking Series.
Our Viking DVD series is shown at 6
p.m. Start anywhere in the series.

Monthly Swedish-style coffee
party with homemade goodies
from our best bakers. 2 p.m.
Everyone is welcome.

Every Friday. Mad Men.
Our building was built in the 1960s, so
we’re enjoying the “Mad Men” series.
We’re on season 4 now.
7:30 p.m.

Friday, June 22.
Midsommar Food & Dance.
Ann-Margaret will make typical
Swedish midsommar food and we’ll
dance around the midsommar pole.
Come at 4 p.m. and help us decorate
it. Music by Richard Svensson.
A traditional smörgåsbord of
Swedish summer food at 6 p.m.

Save the Date
Wednesday, June 20. Swedish Film.
Smala Sussie (Slim Susie). Young man goes to his hometown to look for his sister. 7:30 p.m. $5. In Swedish with
English subtitles.

Sunday, June 24.
Skandia Midsommarfest.
Sponsored by Skandia Folkdance Society. This is the most colorful and
best Scandinavian music and dance event of the year! Held at St
Edwards Park in Kenmore. The club will need volunteers to staff our
booth. Starts at 10 a.m. and goes all day. Dancers, musicians, vendors,
etc. A wonderful event! More info at www.skandia-folkdance.org.
Wednesday, July 4. Fourth of July at the Club!
Absolutely the best spot in Seattle for watching fireworks. Barbecue
dinner. Fun for all ages. Bring your friends. Cost depends on
membership status and outdoor or indoor seating during fireworks:
$35 to $50. Free parking. 6:30 p.m.
Every Friday. Swedish Kafé & Happy Hour!
Smörgås sandwiches, Swedish meatballs, and homemade pastries.
Kafé starts 12 noon. Evening meal by Chefs Ann-Margret and Malin
starts at 6 p.m. Check the menu: www.swedishculturalcenter.org.

swedishculturalcenter.org

Wednesday, Sept. 5.
Members & Friends Dinner.
Author Paula Becker of The Future
Remembered: The 1962 Seattle World’s
Fair and Its Legacy.

Friday, Sept. 7. Wine Pairing at Dinner.
Chateau Ste. Michelle will pair wines with our Friday entrees.
Wednesday, Oct. 3.
Members & Friends Dinner.
Scott Larson will speak on “Scandinavians on the RMS Titanic.”
Saturday, Oct. 13.
Dancing with Swedish Stars.
Fun and fund-raising extravaganza.
Saturday & Sunday, Nov. 3 & 4.
Scandinavian Holiday Bazaar.
Sunday, Dec. 9.
Luciafest with UW Students.
Saturday, Dec. 15. Lucia Bal.
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iPad, Please!

Swedish Class Schedules

O

ur Swedish language instructors, Laura Wideburg, Jennifer Hawkins, and Berit Lehner, are
preparing their summer and fall class schedules. Our classes continue to grow and grow—and
it can’t be just the Stieg Larsson effect. Either Swedish is a really popular language or our instructors
are extraordinary. Maybe both! Visit www.swedishculturalcenter.org/Events/classes.htm for more
information.
Summer Schedule
Starts the week of June 18
Mon., 6–7:30
Advanced
Mon., 7:30–9
Beginning I
Tues., 6–7:30
Beginning III/IV
Tues., 7:30–9
Beginning II
Fri., noon–1
Conversation

Jennifer Hawkins
Jennifer Hawkins & possibly Laura Wideburg
Jennifer Hawkins
Jennifer Hawkins & possibly Laura Wideburg
Jennifer Hawkins & Laura Wideburg

Tentative Fall Schedule
Starts the week of Oct. 1
Mon., 6–7:30
Oct. 1–Nov. 26
Mon., 6–7:30
Oct. 2–Nov. 27
Mon., 7:30–9
Oct. 1–Nov. 26
Tues., 6–7:30
Oct. 2–Nov. 27
Tues., 6–7:30
Oct. 2–Nov. 27
Tues., 7:30–8:45 Oct. 2–Nov. 27
Thurs., noon–2 Oct. 4–Dec. 6
Thurs., 6–7:30
Oct. 4–Dec. 6
Thurs., 7:30–8:45 Oct. 4–Dec. 6
Fri., noon–1
Oct. 5–Dec. 14
Sat., 9–10:30
Oct. 6–Dec. 15
Sat., 10:30–Noon Oct. 6–Dec. 15

Advanced
Beginning II
Beginning I
Intermediate
Beginning III
Swedish History
Drop-In
Beginning I
Swedish Culture
Conversation
Beginning I
Beginning II

Laura Wideburg
Jennifer Hawkins
Laura Wideburg & possibly Jennifer Hawkins
Jennifer Hawkins
Laura Wideburg
Laura Wideburg
Berit Lehner
Jennifer Hawkins
Jennifer Hawkins & guest instructors
Laura Wideburg & Jennifer Hawkins
Laura Wideburg & Jennifer Hawkins
Laura Wideburg & Jennifer Hawkins

H

elp the SCC maintain its
social media presence!
We’re looking for the donation of
an iPad (with WiFi capability and
onboard camera) to speed things
up for our Facebook coordinator,
Tess. Currently she’s using a
6-year-old computer that’s on its
last legs. Perhaps you’ve upgraded
to the latest and greatest iPad and
have an earlier-generation one
you can spare? If you can donate
an iPad, please e-mail kristine@
swedishculturalcenter.org.
Remember, we‘re a 501(c)(3)
organization, so your generosity
comes back to you in the form
of a tax deduction!

Thursday and Friday classes do not meet on Thanksgiving week.
Friday classes do not meet on Nov. 30.

Questions We’re Asked!
What are some ways to help the club?
One really easy way is to renew your club membership for two
years instead of one. When you do, that’s one less reminder for
us to send, one less new card for us to create, and so on. Another
is to RSVP early for events you want to attend. (When we have
to estimate the number of guests at an event, such as a Members
& Friends Dinner, we sometimes lose money because we’ve
guessed wrong.)
Why do you run out of food on Fridays?
The preparation and serving of food has a narrow margin of profit
for any restaurant—particularly at the Swedish Cultural Center.
Since we offer meals only one day of the week, we actually want to
serve all the food we’ve prepared every Friday. We prefer to run out
just after the last person has ordered, and not before. Sometimes
we’re good at predicting the evening’s turnout, and sometimes not
so good at it. We’ve tried reservations, but even just a few no-shows
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means we lose money. The one thing that will help is when more of
you come to eat every Friday. We continue trying to prepare
honestly good Swedish food in ample quantities for everyone who
wants to eat—while not turning anyone away and not having
leftovers. Profitability is our key to continuing the Friday meals, and
we appreciate your patience and patronage.
How many Swedish-Americans live in the area?
Number of individuals in King County who reported the following
heritages in the 2010 census:
Norwegian:
Swedish:
Scandinavian:
Danish:
Finnish:
Icelandic:
Total:

64,143
39,090
22,605
11,971
5,582
1,440
144,831
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