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Our Mission
To promote better understanding
between the United States and

Swedish Club . Seattle . Washington

A home for the Nordic-American community

SCANDINAVIAN

HOLIDAY BAZAAR

the Nordic countries, with
emphasis on Sweden, and to
perpetuate Nordic culture
and traditions through the
teaching, observance, practice
and celebration of this culture
and its traditions.

Scandinavian
gifts,
treasures
and baked
goods

SAT. & SUN.
NOV. 4–5
9 a.m. – 3 p.m.

Saturday:
Meatballs, Swedish
sandwiches, pea soup
and waffles

Sunday:
Traditional Swedish
pancake breakfast
8 a.m.–1 p.m.

Kafé & Stuga
open all day

1920 Dexter Ave. N., Seattle 98109 FREE PARKING www.swedishclubnw.org

The Swedish Club’s Scandinavian bazaar is a
favorite among those who attend lots of bazaars
in Seattle. We’ll have the regular vendors you like
to see, such as Desiree and Kerstin, both with
Swedish items, and Helene, with hand-knitted
items, plus some new vendors this year. We’ll

206-283-1090

have Caffe Appassionato espresso and aquavit
tasting in the bar—which will be open all day!.
We’ll also have delicious food to eat while you’re
here and to take home. Our bazaar is big enough
for you to find one-of-a-kind items and small
enough to enjoy yourself.

www.swedishclubnw.org
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Club Notes

W

henever members tell us what they like
about the Swedish Club, they always
mention the community that gathers here. I’ve
written before in general terms about community, so I decided to introduce you to some of
the people you’ll run into when you attend
events at the Club.
Brandon’s great-aunts and -uncles built
the Swedish Club. Chuck has been selling
Chevrolets since 1968. Claude is an accomplished artist and has donated several excellent
paintings to the Club’s auction. Capt. Dale, in
his role as the captain of the Virginia V, has
performed wedding ceremonies for 187
couples. Ellen is currently performing—singing, acting and dancing—in a performance at
Bainbridge Performing Arts.
Erik designs the 17th of May pins sold
every year in Ballard. Georg left his Danish
home at age 14 to work on board a ship as a
deck boy and retired as a ship’s captain—and
then wrote a book about it. Ib is a physician
who pioneered the use of Botox in treating
excessive perspiration (his license plate reads
NOSWEAT). Diminutive Jana plays percussion
for the Seattle Philharmonic Orchestra. Joanne
is an attorney who worked for Native American
tribes throughout the Pacific Northwest.
Joe’s letters to the editor of The Seattle
Times are published frequently. Karen, who is
the first to don a costume for an event or
hand out party hats for a birthday, worked

professionally as an orthopedic RN. Another
Karen is on the Board of Trustees for ACT
Theatre. Laura was a cook on a fishing boat
and then wrote a cookbook about fish. Leif
was the boss of Seattle’s Scandinavian Airlines
office and oversaw the opening of the route
from Seattle to Copenhagen in 1966.
Lisa works for a tour company and flies
off to Uzbekistan on a regular basis. Marian,
who serves you pancakes at our pancake
breakfast, pledged to retire when she reached
90 years of age, but that was several years ago
and she’s still at it. Rick is related to the
Hasselbacks of Sweden, who are famous for
their restaurant and potato recipe.
Sharon, who takes your money as a
pancake cashier, filled a stint as the interim
executive director of the Swedish Club.
Brand-new member Stacy is a playwright
whose works have been produced here in
Seattle. Stuart just retired from piloting
freighters in and out of Puget Sound.
I didn’t try to include photos with these
descriptions, so you’ll just have to seek these
members out. Look for them at lunch or dinner
on Friday, breakfast once a month on Sunday or
anytime you’re in the building. I hope you’ll
enjoy getting to know these members—and
many more besides.
K ristine Leander , Executive Director
kristine@swedishclubnw.org

President’s Message

W

hen you look out from the Swedish
Club at Lake Union and the Lake
Washington Ship Canal in the distance, you’re
looking at an indispensable part of Seattle’s
history. We’re a maritime city; boats are part
of who we are. And once the canal was
completed in 1934, it and the lakes became
the center of the boat-building industry.
Furthermore, our Nordic identity is an
integral part of the tale.
At first the boats were made of wood. The
local timber industry supplied vast amounts of
oak, fir and cedar. Immigrants from seafaring
nations provided the boat-building skills. And

many of these skilled workers were Swedes,
Danes and Norwegians.
The boats came in many shapes. The
abundance of salmon in Puget Sound and
beyond required hundreds of fishing boats, and
the boat works obliged with trawlers, purse
seiners and gill netters. Have lunch at Fisherman’s Terminal and then take a stroll along the
several piers. You will still see a collection of
these boats.
Growing up on Shilshole Bay, I and all my
friends wanted a Sagstad—a 14-foot plywood
runabout with an Evinrude or Johnson outboard
motor. This boat and many others were designed
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became an oil millionaire and got involved in
by a Norwegian, Sivert Sagstad, who started
auto racing. He decided this would be a great
Ballard Boat Works in the early 1900s.
advertising opportunity. Like many of the
In the ’20s and ’30s, when fortunes were
boats, it was designed by Ted Jones and built
being made locally in the timber and fishing
by his son, Ron.
industries, local boatyards did a brisk business
in luxury yachts. The movie industry in
Gradually fiberglass put an end to the
California was taking off, and the producers
wooden boat mecca. Today only a few wooden
and actors came to Seattle to commission their boat works remain, and they mostly repair and
yachts. Many of the largest and most beautiful
refit boats built in earlier times. You can be
yachts came from Lake Union.
For Blanchard Boat Company,
a leading local yacht builder,
Prohibition brought on a new
phase in the business. They built
many fast boats for runs to Canada
on moonless nights, supplying the
local bootlegging industry. To be
fair, they built equally fast boats for
the U.S. Coast Guard to catch the
smugglers.
A recent book and film, The
Boys in the Boat, told the history
of UW rowing, particularly the
nine young men who improbably
captured gold at the 1936 Olympics in Berlin. These rowers should
never be forgotten, but neither
should their boats. George Pocock
came from Canada to Lake Union
and built the world-famous cedar
racing shells used in this sport for
decades. He also married into a
local Swedish family.
The Depression was as hard on
Sivert Sagstad, boat builder, 1909. Sagstad
the boat industry as any business.
immigrated from Norway in 1905 and established
However, World War II brought
the Ballard Boat Works within months of arriving.
new life to the industry. PT boats
He was a pioneer and craftsman among boat
builders. His reputation—and many of the 300 boats
were needed, and local yards were
he built—outlived him. This is his first boatyard,
perfect for the job. Crash boats
close to the railroad bridge near Shilshole Bay in
were also in demand. These were
Ballard. Around 1924, he moved his boat-building
operation to the foot of 20th Avenue NW. Photo
fast craft, similar to PT boats, that
courtesy of Alice Sagstad.
were used to rescue airmen from
downed fighters and bombers. Later
in the war, the shortage of steel brought on the proud of the industry and the Nordic element
that helped shape it. If you want a firsthand look
need for small freighters, minesweepers and
at some of these boats, visit our neighbor, the
transports to be built from wood.
Center for Wooden Boats, on Valley Street next
Finally, there were the hydroplanes:
to the Museum of History and Industry.
Slo-mo-shun, Miss Thriftway, Pay ’n Pak and
the most successful of them all, Miss Bardahl.
Ole Bardahl, who arrived in the U.S. from
Gary Sund
Norway in 1922 with $29 in his pocket,
garysund@ymail.com

www.swedishclubnw.org

SC Announces
News about, or in the interest
of our members...
The Swedish Club announces 1,251
member households, including 82
Lifetime members and 147 Social
members. Our members’ names
appear in boldface in Swedish
Club News.
New Members
Mini Alonzo*
Scott Andrews*
Wendy Asplin*
Laura Blackburn*
Susan L. Collins
Ryan Della
Janice Esterly & family
Stacy D. Flood*
Carol Frisch
Lutz Gerhard*
Kristen Gidlund
Morgan Heuer
Travier Hofto
Ingrid Holmlund*
Geoff Hopcraft & family
Colleen Huebner
Leslie Kelly*
Cathleen Kennedy &
Abigail Kennedy
Jan Korycan
Caron Leach
Kate Liotta
Andrea Lundblad*
Ian MacLeod
Brian Mann
Alene Moris
Janet L. Rosen-Mount
Tiffany Nelson
Ashley & Kurt Olcer, Atil Kalayci,
Peri Olcer
Brian Rapp & family
Lita Spratt & Brad Johnson,
Kai Spratt
Karin Thorsen
Ed Trumbule & Melanie Reed
Markus Vonprause*

Cont. on p. 5
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What’s Up with the Building?

A

t its Oct. 18 meeting, the Board of the Swedish Club agreed to
hire a local firm to perform an analysis and evaluation to help
us decide whether or not to develop the Club’s three parking lots
into residential housing. They contracted with Barrientos Ryan, a real
estate development firm, which will report on the overall financial
feasibility of developing the properties; the possible structure of
financial relationships between the Swedish Club and potential
funders; and, if the Club decides to go forward with development,
the advisability of developing the three lots concurrently or with a
staggered schedule.

G

iving Tuesday—the international day of giving to nonprofit
groups such as our Swedish Club—is celebrated on the
Tuesday after Thanksgiving, following the shopping events of Black
Friday and Cyber Monday. The date this year is Nov. 28, and the
day kicks off the charitable season. The selection this year of a
Scandinavian woven heart as the logo should be an extra incentive
to our members. Please visit www.swedishclubnw.org, tell us how
much you love the Swedish Club and show us how much you
care! Thank you, tack så mycket!

Could a new building on our parking lot help keep the Club
solvent? Stay tuned for further developments.

The Board has considered this possibility for several years, and
accepting the proposal by Maria Barrientos moves the decision along
while still not committing the Club to actually develop the properties.
The conversation with members started in 2014. The Club
president at the time, Brandon Benson, and Executive Director
Kristine Leander invited members to a series of meetings and
solicited their opinions and advice. At that time, members understood
the need to create a sustainable flow of future financial support for
the Club and were in favor of moving forward with development.
From the meetings, the Board learned that the members’ overall goals
were: save our property (don’t sell it); save our building (don’t tear it
down); save our views (don’t build anything we can’t see over); and
save our current number of parking stalls.
It will be February before the Board receives any follow-up
report from the analysis. We will keep members informed of
opportunities to learn more about the evaluation. If you have
questions about the process that you’d like to see addressed in
future newsletters, please e-mail kristine@swedishclubnw.org. To
read more about the Barrientos firm and the multifamily projects
they have developed, visit www.mbarrientos.com/portfolio.html.

4

Mamma Mia? You Betcha!

W

e love ABBA! That’s why the Swedish Club is offering
members a discount on tickets to the play Mamma Mia!—
based on ABBA songs—at The 5th Avenue Theatre.
The play runs Feb. 2–25, but our night to attend is Wednesday,
Feb. 7. Save on a ticket while earning a little money for the Club.
Visit www.5thavenue.org/promo/?SWEDISHCLUB to reserve your
ticket, or just use the promo code SWEDISHCLUB at checkout. If
you’re not Web savvy, call our office at 206-283-1090 on a
Monday, Wednesday or Thursday with your credit card in hand, and
Eva, our office assistant, will handle the transaction for you. Don’t
delay—this evening will sell out.
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Is There a Future for Swedish in Finland?

F

inns are cautious people. One Finnish proverb states, “It’s better to go a mile in the wrong
direction than take a dangerous shortcut.” They’re approaching the debate about the role
of Swedish in Finland with the same caution. At our Members & Friends Dinner on Wednesday, Nov. 8, we’ll hear a presentation on the topic by Gary London.
From the Middle Ages
through the 19th century,
Finland was ruled by Sweden,
and Swedish was the language
of the ruling class. Through
the decades of Russian
domination, Swedish
remained as the language of
law, administration and
education. Today, the
estimated 300,000 Swedish
first-language speakers make
up only about 6 percent of
the total population, but
Swedish remains the official
second language, and
teaching Swedish is compulsory in Finnish schools. While
some members of the Finnish
Parliament feel the time is
right to end compulsory
Swedish, others resist or are
Gary London speaks at our Members & Friends Dinner
hesitant to touch this
on Nov. 8.
hot-button topic.
Gary is eager to bring us a discussion on this lingering issue of significance to both Finns
and Swede-Finns. He did research in Finnish politics when he studied for his M.A. and Ph.D.
in political science. Gary is a past president of the Finlandia Foundation, and also taught
political science for 40 years at Everett Community College. He’ll present a balanced view of
the historical and political aspects of the debate.
Chef Malin is preparing a Finnish menu for us of salad with beets and feta cheese;
cabbage casserole served with potatoes, gravy and vegetables; and whipped lingonberry
porridge for dessert. Social hour 5:30, dinner 6:30. $22. RSVP: rsvp@swedishclubnw.org or
206-283-1090. RSVPs after Monday pay $25.

Board News

B

ack in September we asked you about changing the monthly Members & Friends
Dinner from the second Wednesday of the month to another Wednesday. This would
resolve a conflict with the member meeting at Leif Erikson Lodge of the Sons of Norway. It
also would clear up a double booking with a standard rental we have on the second
Wednesday—which ties up parking for their group and ours!
Thanks to your feedback, the Board proposes that we change the Members & Friends Dinner
to the third Wednesday and the Board meeting to the first Wednesday of the month. Unless
we hear an outcry about why this won’t work, we will initiate the new schedule in March.

www.swedishclubnw.org

SC Announces
Cont. from p. 3
Malin Weiss-Anderson & Dane
Anderson, Freja Anderson
Lisa Reed Westlake*
Kerri Wiggins & family
Donna Willis*
Robert Wilson & family

*Social member
Corporate Members
A. Price Consulting
Dwyla Donohue Enterprises, Inc.
Rainier Title
Seattle Counselors Association
Singer Galleries
Pancake Guests
Oct. 1: 752
Standing Committee
Meetings
Building & Property: 1st
Monday of the month (Nov. 6,
Dec. 4, Jan 8), 5 p.m.
Finance: Mon. after 2nd Wed.
(Nov. 13, Dec. 18, Jan. 15), 4:30 p.m.
Membership: 3rd Monday of the
month, except for holidays (Nov. 20,
Jan. 15), 10 a.m.
Board Nominating Committee:
Usually 2nd Wed. (Nov. 8, Dec. 13,
Jan. 10), 5 p.m.
Guild: Usu. 4th Sat. (Nov. 25,
Jan. 27), 10 a.m.
Blue card Club members, volunteers
and new members welcome. For
more information, e-mail kristine@
swedishclubnw.org.
New address? Send your address
changes or corrections to Swedish
Club, Attn.: Address Change, 1920
Dexter Ave. N., Seattle, WA 98109.
Or you can e-mail to
info@swedishclubnw.org.
Let us know if we left out your
information by mistake.
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Gather Round, Gals, While I Tell You
How It Used to Be

R

uby Nelson Beilby attracted attention from some female
Club members at last month’s Swedish pancake breakfast when
she began telling about being one of the first women to join the
Club. It’s hard for most of us to believe, but not that long ago—
1989, in fact—the Swedish Club was just for men.
Nels Vernon Nelson, Ruby’s dad, had been a member of the
Club since he emigrated from Sweden as a young man. His wife,
Lillian Johnson Nelson, was a member of the Swedish Club
Auxiliary, as all the wives
were. (And what did the
Auxiliary do back then?
Well, raise funds the Club
e  our volunteers! We appreciate you all year long—and
needed through bake sales
Thursday, Nov. 16, is the evening when we show you how
and other endeavors.)
much. Chef Christine will make you a Thanksgiving-style dinner
During the 1980s, Ruby
and the Board of the Swedish Club will serve it. If you have
and her sister, Kaye,
volunteered at the Swedish Club this past year, you’re invited. Over
knew that their mother,
10 percent of the membership volunteers at the Club, and this
Lillian, kept baking coffee
newsletter announcement is your invitation. Please respond by
bread for Auxiliary sales,
Tuesday, Nov. 14, to let us know if you can be there. Bring a guest if
yet had no say in how the
you’d like, and we’ll kindly invite the guest to pay $22 for this
money was spent. The
delicious dinner. Social hour first, then dinner at 6 p.m.
sisters frequently voiced
the unfairness of this
situation to their parents.
Once upon a time,
redit cards are nearly
Nels was a Board Member,
Ruby Nelson Beilby
universal, and they sure are
was instrumental in so at a meeting he brought
convenient—until you’re standing
changing the Club’s up the idea that women
admission policies.
in a line with 600 other people all
should be full Club
waiting to process their card
members, but there was no support for it.
transactions on a single device.
Nels passed away in the fall of 1988, and the
That was more or less the
sisters felt that their father’s effort to support
scene at our last Swedish pancake
women should not die. A check of the Club’s
breakfast. It was only a year ago or
bylaws revealed nothing about membership being
restricted to men. So in January 1989, the sisters
so that we began accepting credit
submitted their applications. They did have to
cards for pancake payments, but
get two men to sign as sponsors, namely Eric
now that nearly everyone has a
Svelander and Boris Glaznou. Perhaps Boris, a
chip card, it’s really, really slow to
Russian, understood the irony of the Nelson sisters’
get through the cashier’s line. A
plight. After all, as a man he was eligible for
Board Member has donated the
membership, but his Swedish wife wasn’t!
funds for a second card reader for
Meanwhile, a female attorney also got
our pancake cashiers, and we’re
involved in the effort to open regular Club
opening our “members only” line to
membership to women. A bylaw change, explicitly
anyone with cash. The Nov. 5
allowing women to join, was introduced at the
breakfast is our biggest of the year
February 1989 members’ meeting and approved by
due to the bazaar upstairs, and
the membership on March 8.
we’ll be ready. But consider
What else was going on in 1989? Curt
bringing some greenbacks to
Tired of long lines at our pancake breakfast? Jacobs was the Swedish Club president, while
expedite your trip through the line. Paying in cash is your ticket to the fast lane.

Volunteer? Dinner’s Here!

W

Pancakes and the Perils of Plastic

C
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Thanks to her grandson, Craig Rhodes, Edna Pearson
stays connected to the Club all the way from Illinois.
Ruby shares her tale with Sandy Blue, Jan Novotny and Zoye
Marinopoulou.

Edna Turns 100

J

oin us in recognizing Edna Pearson, one of the Swedish Club’s
remote members, who turns 100 this month.
Edna lives in Rockford, Ill., and was born in Iowa in 1917. Her
parents, Ernest and Nanny Bjorklund, both emigrated from towns in
Kronoberg, Sweden, but didn’t know each other until they met in Iowa.
Edna has never been to Seattle. So just how did she become one
of our oldest members? It’s because of her grandson, Craig
Rhodes, who has paid tribute to Edna with a gift membership for
several years. She very much enjoys her subscription to Swedish
Club News, along with stories from Craig
about the holiday bazaar, Swedish classes and
he Bushwick Book Club is a creative project started
of course the pancake breakfast. He also
in Brooklyn by Susan Hwang in 2009. Its mission is
makes sure she gets to enjoy limpa bread
to have musicians write original songs about books. On
baked at the Club, goodies from the bazaar
Friday, Nov. 10, Hwang and Charlie Nieland are flying
and Swedish books and magazines from our
in from New York to join Seattle musicians at the
library cart. Finally, Craig honored Edna’s
Swedish Club, where they’ll perform original songs
parents and in-laws by donating to add their
about Reidar Jönsson’s novel My Life as a Dog.
names to the base of Seattle’s Leif Erikson
Published in 1983, My Life as Dog became a hit
statue (see p. 12).
movie in 1985, directed by Lasse Hallström. Kirkus
Within her family, Edna has a stellar
Review called the book “[a] distinctive, whimsical
reputation
for Swedish baking, and is
novel about a boy who lives with an aunt and uncle
famous for everything from rye bread to
(and in several foster homes) while his mother slowly
pepparkakor
. She enjoys visiting with
dies of tuberculosis and his father travels the world as
friends and relatives, watching movies and
a seaman.”
sporting events on TV, and talking about
Read it before the Nov. 10 show, or watch the
her life growing up, Swedish traditions at
film (it’s our Nov. 3 matinee)—and then come hear
her household and how she has seen the
the musical interpretations of this great work of
world change over the past century. She still
literature. The evening includes a video of music from
likes to practice Swedish when she runs
Thomas Teller Jönsson direct from Malmö, and a
across a fellow Swedish speaker.
personal greeting from Reidar Jönsson himself.
Local treasure Del Rey is among
This Nov. 28, Edna celebrates her 100th
Join us for dinner at 6, followed by songs starting the musicians joining us for
Bushwick
Book
Club.
at about 7:30 p.m. Free, but tips welcome.
birthday. Please join the Club in congratulating
George H.W. Bush was U.S. president. Swedish meatball dinners were
$6.89 at the Club, and dues were $50 a year. Active members had to
be of Scandinavian birth or descent, but Associate membership was
for anyone (except women).
Ruby and her husband now live in Claremont, Calif. She has
promised to return on Tuesday, Mar. 6, for our annual Kvinnor Kan!
(Women Can!) dinner, when we’ll honor President Ana Mari Cauce
of the University of Washington.

Bushwick Book Club

T

www.swedishclubnw.org
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her. More than anything else, she’d like a pen pal for her birthday.
She’s not online, but would love to correspond with fellow Club
members. You can send a note for her to rhodes.craig@outlook.
com. Edna would appreciate hearing from you, especially if you
have senior relatives who can write in Swedish.

Scholarships Offered for King County
High School Seniors

S

eattle Swedish Community Scholarships (SSCS) is an independent, nonprofit organization dedicated to helping high school
seniors pursue higher education. Five scholarships—funded entirely
by donation—are offered for 2018, with a total value of $14,500.
For more information and an application for your child or grandchild, please contact us at Seattle Swedish Community Scholarships,
P.O. Box 77313, Seattle, WA 98177.
You can also download an application from swedishclubnw.org
or pick one up at any King County high school counseling office.
Applications will be accepted starting Jan. 2, 2018, and must be
postmarked by U.S. mail no later than Mar. 31, 2018.

Winners will be determined through interviews held on Saturday,
May 19, 2018. Swedish ancestry is not required, but applicants must
reside and attend high school in King County. The Swedish Club is not
affiliated with SSCS, and our office has no further information.
If you, your child or grandchild has benefited from a scholarship through Seattle Swedish Community Scholarships, please
consider paying it forward through a generous donation. As we all
know, higher education is expensive, but the return is priceless. Let’s
help the next generation reach their educational goals!

Well Done, Donors!
People give to the Swedish Club for all kinds of reasons. Here’s a list
of who donated recently and why. There’s room for you on this
list—call 206-283-1090 to learn more.
Jane Isakson Lea Foundation, Swedish Club Foundation:
Chris Jones
Scholarship fund: Mark & Mary Hillman
In honor of Bengt Hag: Donna Luce, Michael Korn

Flowers, Films, Music and More: SBSCA Celebrates with the Club
By Lori A nn R einhall, president, Seattle-Bergen Sister City Association

W

ith its emphasis on all things Nordic, the Swedish Club
has long been a meeting place for the entire community, with the goal of enriching cultural understanding across
cultures and borders. With many members active in Norwegian, Danish, Finnish and Icelandic organizations, the Club has
become a hub for pan-Nordic cooperation. That’s why the
Club enthusiastically agreed to host a series of events
celebrating the 50th anniversary of the Seattle-Bergen Sister
City Association.
Bergen, Norway, is one of two Seattle sister cities in a
Nordic country, the other one being Reykjavik in Iceland. The
Club and the SBSCA have especially close ties through their
several mutual members—which facilitates a pan-Nordic
approach to the dynamic cultural exchange that only a sister
city can provide.
The anniversary collaboration started in February with a A few of the ceramic flowers from Flora Metamorphicae.
series of Norwegian World War II films, followed by a
sold-out evening with Norwegian musicians Knut-Erik Jensen and Skogen Sällström in August. We teamed up for a Viking film series in
October, and our final offering of the year can be viewed at the Club through the end of November.
This last event, Flora Metamorphicae, is a fantastic display of ceramic flowers created by six Bergen artists, currently installed in
the Swedish Club lobby. The exhibit has received rave reviews from passersby. Flora Metamorphicae first came to the Nordic Museum
in 2016, and since then, the 100 flowers gifted to the SBSCA have appeared in installations in and around the Greater Seattle area. Each
display transforms into something different and new, and the Club exhibit has a beauty of all its own—a uniqueness that mirrors the
growth of our community and the synergy between our organizations.
Teamwork is something that both the SBSCA and the Swedish Club understand well. The two groups are among many working to
revive the Nordic Council for improved communication and collaboration between all Nordic groups across the region. 2017 has been
a great year for both the Swedish Club and the SBSCA, and we look forward to more to come in 2018 and beyond.
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Friday, Nov. 17. Author Reading.
Year after year, kayaker, artist and author Lou McKee and her
friends have visited a particular beach on the remote west coast
of Canada’s Vancouver Island,
accessible only by boat and
secluded from everyone but
local wildlife. The only problem: it rained a lot. So McKee’s
party set themselves the task of
building a cabin from found
cedar beach logs and other
reclaimed wood.
McKee’s new book, Klee
Wyck Journal: The Making
of a Wilderness Retreat,
recounts the whole story,
complete with full-color ink
and pencil sketches of local
flora and fauna. She’ll read
from the book at the Club
on Nov. 17. We’ll hear stories
of the people and adventures
involved in building the
cabin. 7 p.m.

Coming Events at the Swedish Club
Wednesday, Nov. 1. Trivia.
Members and guests are welcome. Every first Wednesday of the
month, come enjoy Trivia. Enjoy pea soup and homemade limpa
bread. Food at around 5, Trivia at 7 p.m.
Friday, Nov. 3. Kids’ Film.
Stora vänliga jätten—SVJ (The BFG). Co-sponsored by the Swedish
School. The film is in Swedish and does not have subtitles. (This is
not free babysitting. Your child must be able to sit with other
children and enjoy a film.) Free. 6:30 p.m.
Friday, Nov. 3. Art Exhibit Opening.
Finnish photographer Mårten Björkgren will join us to discuss his
photo exhibit, Kvarken Archipelago: New Land in the Old Country, on
display at the Swedish Club from Nov. 3 until Dec. 6, Finnish Independence Day (see p. 12). The fast rate of uplift in the islands near Vaasa in
Western Finland is thrilling scientists and outdoor enthusiasts. Come to
learn more about it. We’ll have Finnish food on the menu.
Since our upstairs dining room will be the territory of vendors
getting ready for the bazaar, we’ll eat downstairs in Stockholm Hall.
Social hour 5 p.m., dinner 6 p.m. Visit swedishclubnw.org to pay for
your dinner in advance.

www.swedishclubnw.org

Saturday & Sunday, Nov. 4 & 5.
Scandinavian Holiday Bazaar.
Holiday shopping at its best, with vendors selling handmade and/or
Nordic items. Two floors of crafts, gifts, baked goods and fun!
Smörgås, pea soup, waffles and meatballs on Saturday, Swedish
pancakes on Sunday. Raffle prizes! The bar is open both days. Get an
early start on holiday shopping, enjoy a great Swedish meal and
greet old friends. 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. both days.
Sunday, Nov. 5. Swedish Pancakes.
Music and dancing, plus authentic Swedish pancakes, ham, lingonberries, coffee and orange juice. Music by Spelmanslag, Lilla Spelmanslag
and Nordiska. Guests $9; blue card Club members $7; children 5–12
$5. 8 a.m.–1 p.m. Stay afterward for genealogy help in our lobby.
Wednesday, Nov. 8.
Beginning Weaving Class Starts Anew.
“From yarn to finished cloth.” No prior experience necessary. Learn
from experienced weaver/instructor Lois Gaylord. Series of four
two-hour evening classes: Nov. 8, 15, 29 and Dec. 6. Use the Club’s
looms. Blue card members $89; nonmembers $112. 6:30–8:30 p.m.
OK to start one week late. Next series starts in the new year.
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Wednesday, Nov. 8. Book Club.
A Treacherous Paradise (Minnet av en smutsig ängel) by Henning
Mankell. Based on a true story about a woman who lands in Africa
in the late 1800s and runs a bordello. Read in Swedish or English,
discuss in English. Grab a drink first and meet in the lobby or library.
5:30 p.m. For info: trudgette@yahoo.com or 206-715-4869.
Wednesday, Nov. 8. Members & Friends Dinner.
Our program is by educator Gary London: “Is There a Future for
Swedish in Finland?” Expect a balanced discussion of the historical
and political background to the debate. Chef Malin is preparing a
Finnish menu for us: salad with beets and feta cheese, cabbage
casserole with potatoes, gravy and vegetables, and whipped
lingonberry porridge for dessert. Social hour 5:30, dinner 6:30. $22.
RSVP: 206-283-1090 or rsvp@swedishclubnw.org. RSVPs after
Monday pay $25.
Friday, Nov. 10. Scandinavian Folkdance.
Dance to live music. The group for this evening is TBD. Dancing
from 7:30 to 8:55 p.m. usually starts with a quick lesson. Later, from
9:10 to 10 p.m., it’s dancing for folks with more experience. It’s OK
to sit those dances out and just watch. Admission: $10 donation. For
info, contact patrick.mcmonagle@gmail.com.
Friday, Nov. 10. Bushwick Book Club.
Straight from New York! Collective of musicians devoted to writing
and performing songs based on literary works. Bushwick Book Club
founder Susan Hwang and guitarist Charlie Nieland, together with
local musicians, will perform songs based on the all-time Swedish hit
My Life as a Dog by Reidar Jönsson. Read the book or watch the
movie (it’s our Friday matinee on Nov. 3) to prepare, and then come
to enjoy the evening. 7:30 p.m. Free, but tips encouraged.
Wednesday, Nov. 15. Club Board Meeting.
Members are welcome to attend as guests. Public comment period
at 6 p.m., followed by the meeting.
Wednesday, Nov. 15. British-American Film.
Fargo. Black comedy crime film. 133 min. $5 donation.
Thursday, Nov. 16.
“Give Thanks for Our Volunteers” Dinner.
All volunteers are cordially invited to a wonderful dinner at the
Club, as our way of saying thanks for your work all year long.
Partners, spouses and drivers are welcome, but they will be charged
$22 for the meal. Chef Christine will make a delicious Thanksgivingstyle dinner. Volunteer or guest, we must have your RSVP by
Tuesday, Nov. 14. 6 p.m.
Friday, Nov. 17. Author Reading.
Lou McKee will read from and discuss her book Klee Wyck Journal:
The Making of a Wilderness Retreat. We’ll hear stories of the people
and adventures involved in the building of a coastal wilderness
shelter on the west coast of Vancouver Island, accessible only by
kayak. 7 p.m.
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Wednesday, Nov. 29. Swedish Bingo.
Members and guests welcome, every last Wednesday of the
month. Enjoy pea soup and homemade limpa bread. Food at
around 5 p.m., bingo at 7. Bring cash for your bingo cards!
Wednesday, Nov. 22. Kafferep.
Monthly Swedish-style coffee party with homemade goodies from
our best baking members. 2 p.m. You’re very welcome.
Wednesday, Nov. 22. Finnish Film.
Isänmaallinen mies (A Patriotic Man). An ordinary Finnish man
becomes a hero when it’s discovered that his blood is super rich in
hemoglobin and can be transfused into athletes to help their
performance. 92 min. $5 donation.
Friday, Nov. 24. Club Closed.
The Club is closed all day. No Kafé, no Happy Hour, no dinner.
Saturday, Nov. 25. Guild Meeting.
Be part of the fund-raising, fun-raising mission of the Club! 10 a.m.
Tuesday, Nov. 28. Giving Tuesday.
Join others in this community and across the nation who are donating
today to their favorite charity! Visit swedishclubnw.org to give online,
or call the Club (206-283-1090) to donate over the phone. Or be
stylishly old-fashioned and send us a check! Tack så mycket!
Wednesday, Nov. 29.
Decorate the Christmas Trees.
Join the crew at 6 p.m. to decorate the trees on each floor. Everyone
is welcome to come and help. An inaugural cup of the season’s first
batch of glögg will be your reward! RSVP: 206-283-1090 or rsvp@
swedishclubnw.org.
Wednesday, Nov. 29. Swedish Bingo.
Members and guests welcome. Enjoy pea soup and homemade limpa
bread. Bring cash, as bingo cards can be sold only for cash. (First
card $10, additional cards $5.) Food at around 5, bingo at 7.
Friday, Dec. 1. Julbord Dinner.
Traditional Swedish Christmas food by our Swedish chefs, AnnMargret Lightle and Malin Jonsson. Come for the delicious food,
Christmas music and the wonderful ambiance at the Club. 6:30 p.m.
$62 for those who RSVP by Nov. 27 ($67 for late RSVPs).
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Saturday & Sunday, Mar. 3 & 4.
Antiques & Great Finds Sale.
Tuesday, Mar. 6. Kvinnor Kan!
Dinner to honor UW President Ana
Mari Cauce.
Sunday, Apr. 22. Back to Our
Roots annual auction.
Friday, May 11. Musical group
from Sweden: SKROT.

Living Large with Lutfisk
Craving the cod? The Club’s annual lutfisk dinner is Dec. 15, but if
you can’t wait till then, find yourself a fisk-feed by consulting the
Lutfisk List! Get the details on every seasonal supper, smörgåsbord,
bazaar, festival and other opportunity to enjoy this Nordic nosh
in the Northwest. Find it at swedishclubnw.org/PDFs/lutfisk.pdf.
Remember, a weekend without lutfisk is just a weekend.
Sunday, Dec. 3.
Scandinavian Sweater Snag.
Donate your gently used sweaters now and return
on this Sunday to buy a sweater someone else gave
back to the Club! 8 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Sunday, Dec. 3. Swedish Pancakes.
Music and dancing, plus authentic Swedish
pancakes, ham, lingonberries, coffee and orange
juice. Music by Spelmanslag, Skandia Kapell and
Nordleik. Guests $9; blue card Club members $7;
children 5–12 $5. 8 a.m.–1 p.m. Stay afterward for
genealogy help in our lobby.
Mark Your Calendars!
Friday, Dec. 8. Julbord luncheon: $52 if you RSVP
by Dec. 4; $57 for late RSVPs. Julbord dinner: $67 if
you RSVP by Dec. 4; $72 for late RSVPs.
Sunday, Dec. 10. Luciafest with UW students.
Wednesday, Dec. 13. Members & Friends
Dinner: Toby Hanson does Christmas vaudeville
music.
Friday, Dec. 15. Lutfisk dinner.
Wednesday, Jan. 10. Members & Friends Dinner
with the Swedish Women’s Chorus.
Saturday & Sunday, Feb. 3 & 4. Women’s
Clothing Sale: “One More Time.”
Wednesday, Feb. 7. Members’ discounted
opportunity to see Mamma Mia! at The 5th Avenue
Theatre.

www.swedishclubnw.org

Friday, May 18. Musical group
from Sweden: Oskar Stenmark Trio.

Every Monday, Wednesday,
Thursday
Genealogy Research. From the
Swedish-Finn Historical Society in
our lobby. Monday and Thursday
9:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m., Wednesday 2–5 p.m., every
pancake Sunday 10 a.m.–2 p.m.
Every Tuesday
Sing with Us! Svea Male Chorus meets from 6:30
to 8 p.m., and the Swedish Women’s Chorus from
7:30 to 9 p.m. Singing together is verrrry Swedish.
No auditions, always fresh coffee, everyone
welcome. Info: swedishsingersseattle@gmail.com.

Every Wednesday (Except 2nd)
Lilla Fredag and Happy Hour. Our bar is open
for “Little Friday” with Swedish pea soup, homemade
limpa bread and libations. 5 p.m.
Every Friday
Swedish Food: Kafé & Happy Hour! Our
Friday Kafé serves up smörgås (open-face sandwiches),
Swedish meatballs, desserts and more by Chefs
Ann-Margret Lightle and Malin Jonsson,
noon to 2 p.m. Evening Happy Hour showcases
entrées weekly by Chef Christine Lea at 6 p.m.
For menus, visit www.swedishclubnw.org.
Matinees. Films with English subtitles. $5 donation.
2 p.m. Come early for lunch in our Kafé (noon to 2).
• Nov. 3. Swedish film: Mitt liv som hund (My Life as
a Dog). Bittersweet coming-of-age film. 101 min.
• Nov. 10. Norwegian film: Birkebeinern (The Last
King). Film about a legendary tale. 100 min.
• Nov. 17. British-American film: Fargo. Black
comedy crime film. 98 min.
• Nov. 24. Finnish film: Isänmaallinen mies (A
Patriotic Man). 92 min.

Helping the Club?
Swedish Conversation
Class Coach. We need
on-call substitutes for the
regular instructor of our
Thursday conversation class
at noon. If you are a native
speaker and like to interact
with Swedish language
learners, we need you! No
lesson plan—just come in
and converse with the
students about topics of
their interest. Call Kristine if
you want to be on the list:
206-283-1090.
Donate your gently
used sweaters (and the
Guild is hoping for mostly
Nordic sweaters) to the
Club in November so they
can sell them at the Dec. 3
Swedish pancake breakfast.
Bring your membership
cards to events. It speeds
up lines and make it easier
for volunteers selling tickets
or checking you in.
Rentals available at
Swedish Club, 1920 Dexter
Ave N., Seattle. Call
206-283-1078 or visit
www.swedishclubnw.org/
Venues/venues.htm. If
you’ve been a blue card
member for at least a year,
you get a 20 percent
discount.
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Photos Reveal a New Side of Finland

T

he photographic exhibit Kvarken Archipelago: New
Land in the Old Country features the work of Finnish
photographer Mårten Björkgren. His photos depict the
natural beauty of the archipelago that is rising from the sea
due to glacial isostatic uplift. The land rises, islands appear
and join other islands, trapping seawater that eventually
becomes lakes. Over the past 10,000 years, unique
variations of Finnish nature have developed into ecosystems
seen nowhere else on earth. For more about the exhibit,
visit bit.ly/2h6q77W.
Sponsored by the Swedish-Finn Historical Society, the
exhibit opens at the Club on Friday, Nov. 3, when Björkgren
will join us in Stockholm Hall for a talk at Happy Hour, along
with a Finnish meal. Social hour 5 p.m., dinner 6 p.m.

Still Accepting Names!
The Leif Erikson International Foundation announces that it is accepting the final
set of immigrant names for the last plaque on the stones surrounding the Leif
Erikson statue at Shilshole Bay Marina. There are spaces for approximately 10
additional names of immigrants from one of the Nordic countries. If you have
been putting off adding a relative’s name, or your own name, your time is
running short. Call 206-778-1081 to get a form, or visit

leiferikson.org and submit a name online.
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Leif Erikson on
Leif Erikson Day,
Oct. 9, 2017.
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