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Swedish Club . Seattle . Washington
A home for the Nordic-American community

Our Mission
To promote better understanding
between the United States and
the Nordic countries, with
emphasis on Sweden, and to
perpetuate Nordic culture
and traditions through the
teaching, observance, practice
and celebration of this culture
and its traditions.

No one does Christmas
like the Swedes!
FRIDAY, DEC. 3
Julbord dinner

FRIDAY, DEC. 5

Swedish pancake
breakfast and
Christmas crafts

FRIDAY, DEC. 10

Julbord dinner with
visit by Lucia

FRIDAY, DEC. 17
Lutfisk dinner

FRIDAY, DEC. 31

New Year’s Eve
Music and special food
RSVP required for all except
Swedish pancake breakfast

1920 Dexter Ave. N., Seattle, WA 98109
206-283-1090 | Free parking | SWEDISHCLUBNW.ORG
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Executive Director’s Notes

“I

t’s not what you get this season that
makes you happy; it’s what you
have.” And, oh boy, do we at the Swedish
Club have much that makes us happy and
very much to be thankful for!
Many families across the region are
finally able to get together for holiday
meals, just as we are finally offering
dinners and events, albeit with masks
and vaccination checking. We are so
happy to relax in our amazing top floor
dining room and bar, eat good Swedish
food and enjoy the view and each other’s
company. A needle jab is a small price
for the privilege of being there and
enjoying the company and the ambiance
of the Club.
While families bumpily accommodated to the inconveniences of the
pandemic and learned how to home
school, work by Zoom and order food
over the internet, we also found new ways
to do what we do. We pioneered Swedish
pancakes and julbord takeout, parking lot
Happy Hours and eating in the rain. Our
Club’s amazing language program taught
Swedish to students across the country.
Thanks to Swedish creativity and technical advances, after the first few months
we started using our clubhouse to come together
safely to hear music, watch
films, eat good Swedish
food, practice our traditions
and socialize. It’s a delight to
hear from others outside our
membership how the
Swedish Club set the standard for clubs in the area.
We just kept on keeping on.
The number one blessing
we have learned to appreciate during the pandemic is
our membership. Early in
the pandemic, members began spontaneously and generously sending in checks,
saying, “We know it’s hard, so here’s
something to help you out.” In the very
beginning, when we were closed up tight,

staff checked on the building during the
week, and volunteers from our membership gladly checked on it each weekend
day. One member who can’t get vaccinated—and therefore can’t officially
volunteer for us—asked for an outdoor
task, and so she’s been weeding every
week. Another volunteer, knowing of our
refurbished upstairs kitchen, is sending
in the funds for a new grill so we’ll be
able to continue making pancakes
upstairs. Our 2021 Volunteer of the Year,
Ellen Duernberger, is known for “not
following orders” regarding what time to
show up to help with Swedish pancakes.
She often comes earlier than she’s asked
in case there’s something for her to do.
Another member is scheduling her club
events at the Swedish Club in 2022, as she
knows we need the business.
It’s not what you get this season that
makes you happy; it’s what you have. The
Swedish Club is richly blessed by having
wonderful members, and I’m honored to
work among you.
Kristine Leander, Executive Director
kristine@swedishclubnw.org

Past Volunteers of the Year Erik
Ronning, Sharon Lucas, Ellen
Duernberger, Bob Erickson, Jan
Sullivan, Carol Graves and Birgit
Amundson with Executive Director
Kristine Leander.
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President’s Message

W

e are still a little bit old school at
our house. We do use phone
calendars to keep track of appointments
when we are not at home, but we also
have a large wall calendar inside a
kitchen cupboard door. It’s the time of
year to find a 2022 version. For the fun
of it I looked for calendars that list all
holidays. I got a real kick out of special
days such as:
• Love Your Lawyer Day
• Nerd or Geek Pride Day
• National Kazoo Day
Almost every day of the year has
something.
While looking through these—and
with no disrespect to familiar holidays
such as Veterans Day, Hanukkah and
Christmas—I found what maybe is the
best holiday of all, as it embodies the
basis for the other major holidays:
World Kindness Day, celebrated on
Nov. 13 every year. It is self-explanatory
and easy to celebrate in any number of
ways, such as:
• Do something kind for a stranger. It
could make their day.
• Show appreciation for friends, family
or loved ones.
• Consider donating to or volunteering
at your favorite organization.
Studies in The Journal of Social
Psychology show that people who

practice one kind gesture a day are
significantly happier than those who do
not. I can’t imagine anything that fits in
better with Scandinavian traditions,
culture and principles.
A couple of other holidays fall in
line with World Kindness Day. They are
Volunteer Recognition Day (Apr. 20)
and International Volunteer Day
(Dec. 5). I think there’s very little doubt
that kindness and volunteerism can
make you feel better. In fact, I saw proof
at the Swedish Club’s recent volunteer
appreciation dinner, where Kristine
Leander asked the attendees why they
volunteer. The answers were varied: I
get to eat as much as I want at the
pancake breakfast; it’s a family tradition; I get to take advantage of my free
beer mug if I clean the kitchen after the
breakfast. But it was evident from all
the discussion that what kept them
volunteering was that it made them feel
good to help out with various projects
or activities—that is, being with their
Club family and doing for others. So
let’s keep practicing kindness to others
every day; it benefits us as much as it
does them.
Vi ses pa klubben,
Gary Sund
garysund@ymail.com

Climate Change Suggestions: Making a Dent
From Joanne: Last year I needed a
new furnace, so I replaced my gas
furnace with an electric heat pump.
This has drastically reduced my dependence on fossil fuels. Not only do I have
good heating, but I have cooling in the
summer as well!

to fold. Socks don’t get full of electricity. I
own a duplex and I’m going to buy drying
racks for each unit.

From Christopher: I bought an
old-fashioned drying rack for my laundry
room. I don’t need to dry everything in
the dryer, and if I can cut back even just a
little, I will. Some things are better dried
on a rack: washcloths dry flat and are easy

These members received Swedish pancake breakfast tickets for their suggestions. If you have a suggestion to share,
send it to kristine@swedishclubnw.org and
we’ll send you tickets for two free breakfasts. Together, we can make a dent!

From Marianne: Read labels. Buy
local. If it’s food that had to be flown
in, I don’t buy it.
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SC Announces
News about, or in the interest
of our members...

The Swedish Club announces
1,116 member households,
including 100 Lifetime members and 99 Social members.
Our members’ names appear in
boldface in Swedish Club
News.

Due to privacy
concerns, the names
of new members
are redacted from
the online edition of
Swedish Club News.
Food Donations Collected
For the Ballard Food Bank
Nov. 7: 44 pounds

Corporate Members
DSC Capital, LLC
Finlandia Foundation
Magnolia Physical Therapy
Massy Ferguson Band
Nelson Boyd Attorneys
Skål Beer Hall
New address? Send your
address changes or corrections
to Swedish Club, Attn.: Address
Change, 1920 Dexter Ave. N.,
Seattle, WA 98109.
Or you can e-mail to
info@swedishclubnw.org.
Let us know if we left out your
information by mistake.

3

Buy Nordic: Gifts and More
Magazines & News
For the person on your list who doesn’t need more stuff!
Swedish Press. This Swedish monthly magazine (mostly
in English) is a must if you want to keep up with the latest
news from Sweden. One year is $59: swedishpress.com/
subscription • 866-882-0088.
The Norwegian American. America’s oldest and only
Norwegian-American newspaper, published in Seattle,
includes news from the other Nordic countries. One-year
print subscription (22 issues) includes digital subscription for
$70. Digital-only subscription $30. norwegianamerican.com/
subscribe • subscribe@na-weekly.com • 206-784-4617.
Nordstjernan is a Swedish newspaper published mostly
semimonthly on the East Coast. One year’s subscription is
$59: nordstjernan.com • 800-827-9333.

Gifts and Personal Items
Chalet in the Woods. Scandinavian clothing lines and
gift items in a garden setting. Truly a destination shopping
experience; only by appointment. chaletinthewoods.com •
9406 74th Ave. NW, Gig Harbor • 253-851-8678.
Desiree of Sweden & Desiree of Sweden Travel.
Travel consultant and direct importer of Swedish and
Scandinavian gifts since 1984. Call 425-881-1544 for
showroom hours and driving directions. 12717 181st Ave.
NE, Redmond • desireeofswedentravel@comcast.net.
Fjällräven Seattle. Downtown Seattle’s Swedish
outdoor equipment store.
Founded in Sweden, Fjällräven makes functional,
responsible outdoor products.
stores.fjallraven.com/wa/
seattle • 101 Pine St., Seattle •
206-338-6468.
National Nordic Museum
Store. From fashion to home,
the shop focuses on simplicity
and “Nordic living.” www.nordicmuseum.org/museumstore •
2655 NW Market St., Seattle • 206-789-5707.
Scandinavian Specialties. Food, all kinds of gift items,
sweaters and lots of books. scanspecialties.com • 6719 15th
Ave. NW, Seattle • 206-784-7020.
Nordiska. Gifts and goods in downtown Poulsbo, carrying major brands: Kosta Boda, Lucie Kaas, Orrefors, Iittala,
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Elf from Pirkko. Norwegian knits by Oleana at
Chalet in the Woods.
Sølje, Ekelund Weavers, Brio and more! nordiskashop.com •
18925 Front St. NE #201, Poulsbo • 360-930-0600.
Pirkko. Nordic clothing, gifts and accessories, mainly
Finnish. Beautiful holiday items • www.pirkko.com • 1407
First Ave., Seattle • 206-223-1112.
Uff Da Shoppe. Extensive inventory of gifts and treasures for Nordics and others. uffdashoppe.com • 8820
Viking Way, Stanwood • 360-629-3006 or 206-450-8727.

Food and Drink
Visit these establishments, either in person or online, to ask
about gift certificates, stock up for Christmas holidays or
take a break from the season and enjoy Nordic flavors!
Byen Bakeri. Full-service bakery with Scandinavian style!
Also a Nordic café with sandwiches and quiches. On the
north side of Queen Anne Hill. www.byenbakeri.com •
15 Nickerson St., Seattle • 206-218-1000.
Larsen’s Bakery. Providing fine traditional Danish pastry
to the community since 1974. larsensbakery.com • 8000

The Swedish Club acknowledges that
we are on the traditional land
of the first people of Seattle, the
Duwamish people, and we honor
with gratitude the land and
the Duwamish.
december 2021
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In Memoriam

ifetime member and UW professor emeritus of atmospheric science
Robert Charlson passed away in late September. Our newsletters since
his passing have been too full with other news to do justice to him, so we are
including him here.
Bob’s life work encompassed research and teaching focused on chemistry
of the atmosphere, designing and patenting instruments for collecting
research data, and understanding human effects on our atmosphere. All of
this since before climate change was on our minds! He began traveling to
Sweden in 1965 to teach and do research at Stockholm University, eventually
visiting 50 times.
A particular honor came from the King of Sweden himself, who named
Bob the “King Carl XVI Gustaf Professor in Environmental Science, 1999–
2000,” a title bestowed on a different person each year. At that time, Bob, who
has two Swedish grandparents, reported, “I’ve been doing research in Sweden
for 30 years, because it’s where acid rain was discovered.” He twice did his
Stockholm talk—the same one he delivered to the King Carl—at the Swedish
Club, the last time in 2017.
Much of his research and his talks concerned the work he had been doing
with colleagues and students around the world, showing the impact of atmospheric aerosol particles far too small to be seen by the human eye on past climates and future climate evolution. In
both Sweden and America, we are grateful to Bob for his contributions to this vital field of study.
24th Ave. NW, Seattle •
206-782-8285.

Swedish Club membership is a thoughtful gift
that’s also an investment in the Club. See p. 8.

Nielsen’s Pastries.
Old-style Danish pastries,
including marzipan cakes
to order. Also sandwiches,
soups and espresso.
nielsenspastries.com • 520
Second Ave. W., Seattle •
206-282-3004.

Members Dinner Dec. 15

S

ongs and dances around the Christmas tree
for children and the young at heart are an
integral part of Christmas in the Nordic countries. Here in Seattle, we perform them every
year at our annual Lucia Fest with UW students.
It’s lots of fun to watch all generations pantomime playing a violin or hopping like a frog.
Skål Beer Hall. A Viking Marzipan cake from Nielsen’s
There’s no Lucia Fest this year—another
mead hall in the middle of
Pastries.
casualty of the pandemic—but we can still enjoy
Ballard! Full selection of
the songs and dances. During the program part
local and Scandinavian craft beer, cider, mead, wine and
of our Members Dinner on Wednesday, Dec. 15, we’ll push
aquavit cocktails. www.skalballard.com • 5429 Ballard Ave.
the tree to the center of the room and the tables out of the
NW, Seattle • 206-829-9615.
way. Pat McMonagle, who has been teaching these songs
Membership in the Swedish Club! Always a wonderfor decades, will lead us in the dances, and Lori Ann
ful gift for someone on your holiday list. We offer a reduced Reinhall will lead the singing and musical part of the
rate ($55) for the Viking level, intended for anyone 29 years evening. The menu is plum stuffed pork loin with gravy, red
of age or younger. We also offer a $40 six-month invitacabbage, baby potatoes, sautéed apples and pickled cucumtional membership that includes two Swedish pancake
bers, a green salad with apples, cranberries and blue cheese,
breakfast tickets. And as a present to yourself, how about a
and limpa bread, with Lucia buns for dessert. Come for an
Lifetime membership? You’ll never have to worry about
evening of fun! RSVP by Tuesday at 12 noon to rsvp@
renewing again. It’s $2,000 for an individual, $2,500 for a
swedishclubnw.org or 206-283-1090. $22. Late RSVPs and
couple and $1,500 if you are 80 years of age or older.
walk-ins $25. Dinner 6:30 p.m., program 7:30.
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Coming Events at the Swedish Club
Fridays, Dec. 3, 10, 17. TV Series Continues.
Swedish TV series The Restaurant (Vår tid är nu) starts at
5 p.m. Previous week’s episode shown at 4 p.m.

Friday, Dec. 3. Julbord Dinner.
Our chefs and their helpers make all the traditional Swedish Christmas food. $65 ($75 for RSVPs after 11/29); $36 for
kids. 6:30 p.m. Call the Club or visit swedishclubnw.org to
reserve your dinner. 6:30 p.m.

Sunday, Dec. 5. Hike First, Pancakes Later.
Find out what friluftsliv is all about! “Bridge to Bridge” with
a tour of the cultural spots of Fremont. (Start at the Club,
cross Fremont Bridge, tour Fremont, walk the BurkeGilman Trail to Ballard Bridge, back by Canal trail.) Leave at
8:30 and return for pancakes. Led by Lee Thomas. Reservations required! 206-283-1090 or rsvp@swedishclubnw.org.

Hjarte Herring, Seattle Lilla Spelmanslag and Smilin’
Scandinavians. Eat delicious pancakes and kibitz with our
volunteers who serve the breakfast. Bring canned food for
the Ballard Food Bank and get $1 in Viking bucks for future
meals, drinks, membership payments, etc. 8 a.m. till 1 p.m.

Sunday, Dec. 5. Swedish Christmas Crafts!
Paint a Dala horse ($15), weave a Swedish paper heart ($5)
or create a paper chain ($5). Adults and children welcome!
All children must be accompanied by an adult. Age 5 and
up for paper chains, 8 and up for the horse or heart. 1 p.m.
RSVPs required: call the Club at 206-283-1090.

Wednesday, Dec. 8. Kvinnor Kan Book Club.

Sunday, Dec. 5. Swedish Pancake Breakfast!

The Vanishing Half by Brit Bennett. Light-skinned AfricanAmerican twins choose different paths. Next month: The Good
Time Girls of the Pacific Northwest by Jan Mackell Collins. All
Club members invited! 5 p.m. In person at the Club.

Vax checking changes everything, even our pancake breakfast. Line up outside under heaters for Seattle’s favorite
breakfast, and bring proof of full vaccination or a negative
COVID-19 test from the past 48 hours. Breakfast indoors
only—no outdoor eating or takeout. Enjoy live music by

Our chefs and their helpers make all the traditional Swedish
Christmas food. Plus, Lucia makes an appearance! $70 ($80
for RSVPs after 12/6); $36 for kids. 6:30 p.m. Call the Club or
visit swedishclubnw.org to reserve your dinner. 6:30 p.m.
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Friday, Dec. 10. Julbord Dinner.

december 2021

Sunday, Dec. 5. Sweater Snag!
Once a year, the Swedish Club Guild sells used, mostly
Scandinavian sweaters that they collect year-round. 8 a.m. till
1 p.m. In the lobby outside the pancake breakfast!

A member has donated a
bottle of Jeppson’s Malört
liqueur for our New Year’s Eve.
The first 25 who ask for a taste
will get to try it. Distilled in
Chicago, Jeppson’s is known as
an acquired taste, to put it
diplomatically. Malört (literally
“moth herb”) is the Swedish
word for wormwood, which is
the key ingredient in a bitterflavored type of Swedish alcohol. Said to separate the men from
the boys, the sheep from the goats, a sip of Jeppson’s will be a New
Year’s Eve tradition you won’t soon forget.

Wednesday, Dec. 15. Book Club.
This month’s book is The Summer Book by Tove Jansson. This
brief novel distills the essence of summer for a 6-year-old girl
and her aging grandmother. Next month’s book is My 48
Years at Sea: From Deck Boy in Denmark to Captain in
America by Swedish Club member Georg Pedersen. Info:
Joanne Foster at trudgette@yahoo.com or 206-715-4869.

Wednesday, Dec. 15. Members Dinner.
Roasted pork dinner with Lucia buns for dessert, plus
Swedish songs and dances around the tree. Doesn’t get much
more Swedish or Christmas than that! RSVP by Tuesday at
12 noon, by e-mailing rsvp@swedishclubnw.org or calling
206-283-1090. $22. Late RSVPs and walk-ins $25. Dinner
6:30 p.m., program 7:30.

Friday, Dec. 17. Let There Be Lutfisk!
The best dinner of the year for lutfisk lovers. Meatballs too.
Music by Lyle Schaefer and a lively bar to enjoy glögg or
other libations. Buy online at swedishclubnw.org or call
206-283-1090 with your credit card. $40; includes a cup of

Well Done, Donors!

T

hank you to the following individuals who have
donated to the Swedish Club. Once again, our
members’ generosity amazes us. Thank you wholeheartedly!

General Fund

Anonymous
Bob Bune
Kathleen & Cy Butler
Joanne Foster
Martin Johansson &
Betsy Groat

glögg. Late RSVPs after Tuesday, Dec. 16: $50. 6:30 p.m. We
always need a bevy of volunteers for this dinner! rsvp@
swedishclubnw.org.

Friday, Dec. 31. New Year’s Easy!
 es, we are opening the Club for New Year’s Eve, but it will
Y
be an easy, relaxed evening. After the last year and a half,
we’re all looking to chill out with friends on New Year’s Eve!
Music by Skandia Kapell, Kory Tideman and Lyle Schaefer.
Lyle and Kory will take turns upstairs with music to relax by.
Skandia Kapell will play on the lobby floor for old-time
Nordic dancing with lessons included. Need a break? Duck
into the Board room for a TV series from Norway, Hjem til
jul (Home for Christmas). Bar opens at 7:30, and we’ll start
serving charcuterie boards, homemade borscht and a killer
dessert at 9 p.m. No glitter, no horns—just friends, music
and food. $50 includes dinner and champagne.

Standing Committee Meetings
Any regular member is welcome to attend these meetings,
including the Board meeting. Contact kristine@
swedishclubnw.org for Zoom links.
Building & Property: Usually the fourth Wednesday (This
month: Wednesday, Dec. 22), 5:30 p.m.
Finance: Usually Wednesday before the Board meeting
(This month: Wednesday, Dec. 22), 4 p.m.
Board: First Wednesday (Jan. 5), 6 p.m. Blue card members
welcome by Zoom.

Greta Haagensen
Roseberg

Membership: In person. Every other second Monday
(Jan. 10), 6 p.m.

In Memory of
Margo Clutter

The Swedish Club follows all coronavirus-related mandates by
King County and the state of Washington. Masks are required
indoors. We check vaccination status of members and guests,
and COVID-19 vaccinations are required for all of our
volunteers. Thank you for your compliance.

Bob Erickson
Carol Graves
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Christmas Crafts

W

hat is there about the
Christmas season that
brings out the urge to make
something by hand? Maybe it
comes from our collective
memory of having limited funds
and stretching our resources
with handmade gifts when the
holidays approached. Whatever the reason, there’s just
something about making gifts or holiday decorations by hand!
The Swedish Club offers the opportunity to try making one of
three different items after pancakes on Sunday, Dec. 5, at 1 p.m. Class
size is limited. Children 8 or older (5 and up for the paper chain craft)
are invited to participate if accompanied by an adult. Volunteers will
help you make either a painted wooden Dala horse, a woven Swedish
heart or a paper chain, suitable for the Christmas tree. Horse painting
is $15; the other craft opportunities are $5. Supplies will be limited,
and we must receive your registration and prepayment in order to
have the materials on hand. Call our office at 206-283-1090 with your
credit card.



Paper chains, while
simple to make, can
be similar a painter’s
blank canvas. The
simplest are made
from construction
paper, but they can be
dressed up with stars,
ribbons or whatever
you have. They can
also be made out of
somewhat heavier
paper, such as the
covers of mail order
catalogs, old
Christmas cards,
magazine covers, etc.

Give the gift of Club membership!

Don’t just tell your friends how great the Swedish Club is—show them! An invitational Club membership is just $40. Your
friend will enjoy six months of Club benefits, plus two free pancake breakfast tickets. You can also use this form to renew
or upgrade your own membership.
___ New membership____ Renewal

Today’s date_______

Name___________________________________________
Street address____________________________________
City_____________________ State_____ ZIP___________
Phone______________ E-mail ______________________

Annual membership categories (Choose one)
Regular Membership
___ $100 Individual (2 yrs. $190, 3 yrs. $280)
___ $130 Household (2 yrs. $250, 3 yrs. $375)
Spouse/Partner____________________________
Additional household cards: __________________
___ $55 Viking (29 & younger)_______________________
(date of birth)
___ $35 Social (Dining, bar and newsletter only)
___ $40 Invitational Membership Gift*
Recipient:_________________________________
Recipient’s address:_________________________
_________________________

Lifetime Membership
___ $2,000 Individual
___ $2,500 Couple
___ $1,500 Over 80 (Individual or couple)
$_________ Membership payment
$_________ Additional contribution
Visa/MC#_______________________________________
Exp._____ /_____ Code____________________________
Signature:_______________________________________
Household membership includes two adults and any children
under 21 living at a single address.
Please return this form, completed and signed, with
payment to Swedish Club, 1920 Dexter Ave. N.,
Seattle, WA 98109.
206-283-1090 • info@swedishclubnw.org
www.swedishclubnw.org
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