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Swedish Club . Seattle . Washington
A home for the Nordic-American community

Our Mission
To promote better understanding
between the United States and
the Nordic countries, with
emphasis on Sweden, and to
perpetuate Nordic culture
and traditions through the
teaching, observance, practice
and celebration of this culture
and its traditions.

invites you

BACK TOTHE BAR
Swedish Club is reopening its iconic bar

Friday, May 21

Opens at 5 p.m. Dinner at 6 p.m.
Visit swedishclubnw.org or call 206-283-1090
$50 (PREPAY ONLY) INCLUDES:
Dinner of salmon & seafood chowder,
salad with berries, croque monsieur
(hot ham & cheese sandwich), chocolate torte
• A souvenir Swedish Club glass
• $10 off on a regular Club renewal
Live music by Lyle Schaefer
Performance by Ellen Dressler Smith
RAFFLE PRIZES INCLUDE:
ABBA Night 2021 tickets and/or
a princess torte
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WELCOME BACK!
1920 Dexter Ave. N., Seattle 98109 www.swedishclubnw.org 206-283-1090
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FREE PARKING

Swedish Club

1920 Dexter Avenue North
Seattle, WA 98109
206-283-1090 Club Business
206-283-1078 Rentals
206-283-2970 FAX
info@swedishclubnw.org
rentals@swedishclubnw.org
rsvp@swedishclubnw.org
www.swedishclubnw.org
Office Hours
Monday–Friday, 10 a.m.–5 p.m.
Hours may be restricted
due to COVID-19.
Board of Directors
President Gary Sund
Vice President Langdon Miller
Secretary Mary Emerson
Treasurer Larry Omdal
Directors: Dave Enfield, Kris Johansson,
Martin Johansson, Ib Odderson, Judith
Peterick, Vi Reno, Dale Roberts, Neil
Snyder, Ken Walkky
Swedish Club Foundation
President Marta Schee
Trustees Richard Billingham, Bob Blair,
		 Kirsten Roth
Club Operations
Executive Director Kristine Leander
Dir. of Operations Malin Jonsson
Staff Accountant Toenette Hayes
Rentals Chris Sisco
Event Manager Greta Englund
Admin. Maggie
		 Hawthorne Kaye
Nominating Committee Chair
Jan Sullivan
Club Historian
Aina Oscarsson
Swedish Club Guild
Vice President Carol Graves
Secretary Jan Sullivan
Treasurer Judy Nilsen Cooper
Parliamentarian Jean Wirch
Swedish Singers of Seattle
swedishsingersseattle@gmail.com
swedishsingersofseattle.org
Swedish Club News
Editor: Kristine Leander
Copy Editor: Martin Stillion
Swedish Club News (USPS 533-750)
is published monthly as part of
yearly membership dues at $20 per
person, per year, by the Swedish
Club, 1920 Dexter Ave. N., Seattle,
WA 98109-2795. Telephone is
206-283-1090. Periodicals postage paid at Seattle, Washington.
Postmaster: send address changes
to Swedish Club News, 1920 Dexter
Ave. N., Seattle, WA 98109-2795.
Deadline for material for the
next issue is May 15.

Bring articles into the office or fax
to 206-283-2970. You may also
e-mail articles to
kristine@swedishclubnw.org.
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Executive Director’s Notes

W

hat’s a catastrophe worth if we
can’t learn from it? It’s part of our
human psyche to cling to a sort of “rational world hypothesis,” which means that it
supports our mental health to believe that
events have both causes and outcomes.
When we can’t name the cause of a
disastrous event, we may feel more in
control if we can name an outcome. And
when it’s a positive outcome, we particularly feel that the world is a bit more
rational and we’re more in control. I used
to work in health care, and when there
was an unexpected and unwelcome
outcome—a baby died during birth, for
example—we’d say to ourselves, “What
did we learn from that, and what will we
change as a result?” From pain to purpose.
The catastrophic experience of the
pandemic brings up the same question
for the Swedish Club. It has been hard
on all of us, including the Club, but
identifying what we learned and what
the positive outcomes are makes bearing
it just a little bit easier.
One, our members love the Club. Yes,
we lost members right and left, and our
member database went from 1,411
households in February 2020 to 1,099
households in April 2021. That’s a loss of
22 percent of our prepandemic overall
numbers. It mostly reflects the usual
churn of membership, but without new
members joining as they used to. BP
(before pandemic), we often had 20 or
more new members join every month
after events. No events means no new
members.
However, our existing members have
come through with donations and other

forms of support that warm our hearts
and convince us that the Swedish Club
remains a very special place to them.
The number of individual donors is
perhaps best measured by the number of
letters of appreciation I write. In a
regular year, I might write around 250
letters to thank individuals. In the past
year I’ve written 370, which is a 50
percent increase. Thank you to our dear
sweet members for your generosity.
Two, we’ve also discovered that
language acquisition remains a goal
during a pandemic. Our members and
friends across the country still want to
learn Swedish, even if they have to do it
online. Our language classes exploded
during the pandemic and set records for
the number of enrollees. Some classes
were truly nationwide, with no local
students. We do plan to resume a few
classes that will meet only locally and in
person, but we’ll find a way to continue to
offer online classes to accommodate the
students who can’t make it in to the Club.
In an ironic turn of events, it’s harder now
to find instructors than to get students.
Three, we have mastered new
technology, specifically Zoom. A year
ago it was all new to us, but now it’s old
hat for the book clubs, the Board and
other meetings to be held over Zoom.
Our CPA’s office is in Magnolia, but we
deal with her strictly online and,
voila!—she shares her screen with
various financial reports for our edification. We’ve learned that it saves time
and gas to hold meetings online.
Four, we learned that a closed
building is a perfect opportunity to

The Swedish Club acknowledges that we are on the
traditional land of the first people of Seattle, the
Duwamish people, and we honor with gratitude the
land and the Duwamish.
may 2021

remodel, and gifts from several
foundations plus PPP funds to pay
for employees made it possible. Wait
till we’re open again, and you see
how buffed up the Club is.
I could go on, but you get the
picture. It’s been a terrible, horrible

President’s Message

B

efore COVID-19 it had finally
become second nature to me to
bring bags to the grocery store. But
during the pandemic we’ve had our
groceries delivered. When I start
going back, I’ll have to relearn the
habit, and grocery stores will need to
post bag reminder signs in their
parking lots again. Reusable bags are
one of many good habits that take
little or no effort: using your own
water bottle, separating your garbage
and recycling, etc.
We can still do more work around
recycling. My solid waste service
contractor provides three collection
containers. My blue container (the
recycle one) is almost always three
times as full as the actual refuse
container, which allowed me to switch
to a smaller trash bin and save money.
Yard waste containers take not only
grass clippings but food scraps, pizza
boxes and other items that get turned
into compost. Beyond the Cart is a
Seattle recycling program for items
that can’t go into your home collection
system. There are six Beyond the Cart
recycling events a year where you can
bring electronics, paint, chemicals and
items for repurposing. Check with
your city or county to take advantage
of services like this.
Kristine was right on in last
month’s column about Earth Day.
Picking up trash along Dexter Avenue
by the Club gives members an outdoor
activity, builds pride in the Club,
cleans up the street and encourages
others to do the same. A free pancake
breakfast is icing on the cake.

year with privations, sadness, sickness
and death, but still we survived and, I
hope, became a stronger Club as a
result. Thank you for your support.
Kristine Leander, Executive Director
kristine@swedishclubnw.org

We need to live in a greener world,
and many activities, programs and
innovations are helping to pave the way.
Sweden, for example, currently places
only 1 percent of its waste into landfills;
50 percent is recycled and 49 percent is
burned to provide electrical energy.
Sweden is also a leader in developing
biogas from wastewater. The gas can be
used in engines, but is primarily used
in production of electricity. Sweden is
co-developing a project of this type
with Flint, Michigan, for greener
electricity in this country.
While we’ve traveled very little
over the past year, locally I’ve noticed a
huge increase in houses with solar
panels. I remember the last time I did
make it to eastern Washington, I
witnessed a tremendous proliferation
of windmills providing electricity. I
look forward to the time when I can
plug my car into the 220-volt outlet I
have for some of the machinery in my
shop overnight, so that I can be ready
to go again in the morning.
Our goal should be to make every
day Earth Day. If you want to become
more involved in volunteer programs/
projects that help the environment,
contact groups such as Puget Soundkeeper, the city or county you live in, or
the Washington State Department of
Ecology. Keep working on the good
habits.
Stay healthy,
Gary Sund
garysund@ymail.com
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SC Announces
News about, or in the interest
of our members...

The Swedish Club announces
1,099 member households,
including 94 Lifetime members
and 98 Social members. Our
members’ names appear in
boldface in Swedish Club
News.
Corporate Members
DSC Capital, LLC
Magnolia Physical Therapy
Nelson Boyd Attorneys
Skål Beer Hall
Vasa Park

Due to privacy
concerns, the names
of new members
are redacted from
the online edition of
Swedish Club News.
Food Donations Collected
For the Ballard Food Bank
Apr. 11: 65 pounds

Standing Committee Mtgs.
Building & Property: Usu.
4th Wed. (May 26), 5:30 p.m.
Contact Kristine for Zoom link.
Finance: Usu. Wed. before
Board mtg. (May 26), 4 p.m.
Contact Kristine for Zoom link.
Board: 1st Wed. (May 5), 6 p.m.
Blue card members welcome by
Zoom; contact Kristine for link.
New address? Send your
address changes or corrections
to Swedish Club, Attn.: Address
Change, 1920 Dexter Ave. N.,
Seattle, WA 98109.
Or you can e-mail to
info@swedishclubnw.org.
Let us know if we left out your
information by mistake.
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In Memoriam

he Swedish Club Board and many members of the Club
were saddened to learn of the passing of Janice Bogren
on Apr. 11. Janice had been elected to the Board in 2016 and
served as the Club’s vice president for a year starting in 2017.
Janice was born in 1934 and started her professional career
teaching elementary school. She moved from there to selling
real estate and eventually to owning a heating and air conditioning business with her husband. As part of that role, Janice
was the first woman to serve on the national board for
heating and air conditioning contractors. Janice was also an
active volunteer for the National Nordic Museum in its
Nordic American Voices oral history program. When she
joined the Swedish Club Board, her vision for the Club was
that it would continue offering enticing programs to attract
people of all generations and backgrounds. Her fellow Board
Members appreciated her business wisdom and will miss her.

Everyone Wants to Get on Board

F

or some organizations, getting new board members
means twisting arms. On the other hand, Swedish
Club Board Members appear excited to be on the Board
and are optimistic for the Club’s future. We will vote on
three new Board candidates—Lori Ann Reinhall,
Shama Albright and Molly Smith—at the Annual
Meeting on May 19. Nominations for new candidates were
closed at the conclusion of the Apr. 21 Members & Friends
Dinner. Returning Board candidates for whom we will
also vote on May 19 are Ib Odderson and Judith
Peterick. The officer candidates running for specific
offices are Gary Sund (President), Dale Roberts (Vice
President), Mary Emerson (Secretary) and Larry
Omdal (Treasurer). Board Members Dave Enfield and
Vi Reno are retiring from the Board with our immense
thanks. We offer our special thanks and appreciation to
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Lori Ann Reinhall, Shama Albright and Molly Smith
are the new Board candidates. We’ll vote on them
at the Annual Meeting on Wednesday, May 19.
attorney Vi Reno, who has provided the Club her legal
expertise in countless ways over the past nine years.
New Board Members may be elected to the Swedish
Club Foundation at the May 19 Annual Meeting. At press
time, no candidates had come forward, and the Swedish
Club Foundation Board is stable with Board members
Marta Schee (President), Rick Billingham, Bob Blair
and Kirsten Roth.
Both the Swedish Club Board and the Swedish Club
Foundation Board have a process to add members during
the year. If you are interested in running for either Board
but missed the window preceding the Annual Meeting,
contact Nominating Committee Chair Jan Sullivan at
sullivan4299@juno.com or Executive Director Kristine at
206-283-1090 or kristine@swedishclubnw.org.
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Well Done, Donors!

T

hank you to the following individuals who have donated
to the Swedish Club. Once again, our members’ generosity amazes us. Thank you wholeheartedly!

General Fund
Trina Ballard
BJ Bergvinsson
Judith Dern
Lars Folkesson
Joanne Foster
Allison Hyde

Kurt & Perdis Jacobsen
Chris McCoy
Marta Taggart
Karen Westerlund
Elizabeth Wooten

Get out! Get moving!
Get Volunteering at the Club!
Coming volunteer events at the Swedish Club

In honor of Olav Liland
Desiree & Larry Omdal

Annual Meeting May 19

A

t last year’s Annual Meeting in September, delayed five
months by the pandemic, we started a new tradition.
We called it the Benjamin Bonus. According to Club
bylaws, we must have a quorum of 50 in attendance (last
month’s Swedish Club News mistakenly reported it as 25)
for your votes to be valid. To make sure that happens, we
added an incentive: $100 to one member drawn at random
from those who attend the Annual Meeting. The meeting
just got a lot more interesting, didn’t it? If annual reports
for both the Swedish Club and the Swedish Club Foundation don’t also bring you in, there’s Chef Christine’s delicious pork rib roast as another incentive as well.

Coming Events at the Swedish Club
Friday, Apr. 30.
Takeout Dinner &
Film.
Chef Christine makes
meatballs ($20) and
seafood lasagna ($28).
Chef Carina makes
shrimp or salmon
smörgås ($15). Live music
by Skandia Kapell.
Watch Kitchen Stories (95 min.) in the lobby ($5
donation). Bar, music and dinner pickup from 5 to 6
p.m. Film starts at 5:30 p.m. Order takeout dinner
ahead and eat while you watch the film!

Friday, Apr. 30. Walpurgis Concert.

Join our virtual Valborgsmässobrasa (Walpurgis bonfire) with
music from our Swedish Singers and a choir from Gävle,
Sweden. Video link available at 5 p.m. Watch at home or in the
Swedish Club’s Stockholm Hall, where we’ll show it at 6 p.m.
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Volunteer Kristen Miller and ED Kristine Leander
piloted the neighborhood cleanup at the Swedish
pancake breakfast on Apr. 11. In an hour and a half,
they picked up two large bags of garbage and an
abandoned baby carriage and were treated to free
pancakes when they returned. We need up to four
volunteers each pancake breakfast for this task, which
starts at 9 a.m. An unexpected outcome of their day
was that although they didn’t finish what they set out
to do, an unknown good neighbor came along later
and completed the job.
You’re also invited to help with these upcoming
events. Contact greta@swedishclubnw.org or call
206-283-1090 to be on any of these crews.
• Swedish pancake breakfast May 2
• Neighborhood Cleanup May 2
• “Back to the Bar” event tasks May 21
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Coming Events, cont.
Friday,
May 14.
Takeout
Dinner &
Film.

Friday, May 7. Takeout Dinner & Film.
Chef Christine makes Swiss chard tart with bacon or
vegetarian style with potato salad ($20). Carina makes
meatballs ($20) and open-faced shrimp Skagen or
salmon sandwich ($15). Music by Soelje Sisters. Watch
Max Manus: Man of War (113 min.) in the lobby ($5
donation). Bar, music and dinner pickup from 5 to 6
p.m. Film starts at 5:30 p.m. Order dinner ahead and
eat while you watch the film! Upstairs dining and deck
closed until May 21.

Chef Christine makes
meatball
dinner ($20)
or chicken
piccata, rice
and salad ($20) and kladdkaka with lemon crèma for
dessert ($6). Chef Carina makes open-faced shrimp
Skagen or salmon sandwich ($15). Music by Folk Voice
Band. Bar, music and dinner pickup from 5 to 6 p.m.
Watch documentary Crown Princess Märtha: The
American Story (52 min.) in the lobby ($5 donation).
(Note: not connected to PBS series Atlantic Crossing.)
Film starts at 5:30 p.m. Order dinner ahead and eat
while you watch the film!

Sunday, May 2. Swedish Pancakes to Go.

Wednesday, May 19. Book Club.

Visit swedishclubnw.org to order your breakfast by Saturday
noon and schedule pickup from 9 a.m. until 12 noon. $11.
(Bring your own bags!) Live music by Lilla Spelmanslag,
Bjarne Jacobsen and Liten Hästar. Bring canned food for
the Ballard Food Bank and receive $1 in Viking bucks to be
spent on future meals, drinks, membership payments, etc.

This month’s book is The Winter Fortress: The Epic Mission to
Sabotage Hitler’s Atomic Bomb by Neal Bascomb. It’s the
riveting story of the Norwegian operation to sabotage the
Vemork heavy water plant during World War II, preventing
Germany from making a nuclear bomb. For June 16 it’s
Smilla’s Sense of Snow by Peter Hoeg. 5:30 p.m. For info or
link: Joanne Foster at trudgette@yahoo.com or 206-715-4869.

Wednesday, May 12. Kvinnor Kan Book Club.
All You Can Ever Know by Nicole Chung. About her
struggles as a Korean adoptee. Next month’s book is
Copenhagen Trilogy by Tove Ditlevsen. 5 p.m. Meet at the
Club or online. You don’t have to be a regular member to
drop in for a book! For link: kristine@swedishclubnw.org.

Friday, May 21. Takeout Dinner & Film.
Takeout food options: meatball dinner ($20); open-face
sandwiches ($15); and chocolate torte ($6). Watch Good
Evening, Mr.
Wallenberg (115
min.) in the
lobby ($5
donation).
Takeout: 5 to 6
p.m.; Film: 5:30
p.m.; Served dinners: 6 to 8 p.m.
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Wednesday, May 19. Annual Meeting.
Always an important meeting! We’ll hear a report on the
previous year, and we’ll also meet and elect new Board
Members and officers. Chef Christine will make pork rib
roast with wine sauce, potatoes, farro salad and for
dessert, lemon cake with strawberry rhubarb compote.
(Vegetarian option may be ordered in advance.) Dinner
6:30, meeting 7:30 p.m. RSVP for the meal at 206-2831090 or rsvp@swedishclubnw.org by Tuesday noon. $22;
late RSVPs $25.

Friday, May 21. Back to the Bar Party & Dinner.
Chef Carina makes dinner salad with fruit, salmon &
seafood chowder and croque monsieur. For dessert,
chocolate torte. Music by Lyle Schaefer. Party is $50
prepaid only, which includes dinner, dessert, prizes and
gifts to welcome everyone back to the bar! Limited
number of guests due to pandemic rules. Reserve your
meal at 206-283-1090 or www.swedishclubnw.org.
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Tuesdays, May 25–June 22.
Beginning Weaving Class.
“From yarn to finished cloth.” Learn from
experienced instructor Lois Gaylord. 6:30 to 8:30
p.m. Five sessions $136 for blue card members and
$165 for non-members. A new class starts nearly
every month. Call 206-283-1090 and prepay.

Saturday, June 5. Swedish Car Show.
Open to all pre-1992 show-class Volvos and Saabs,
as well as members’ classic American and foreign
cars. For info, contact Gary Ramstad at 206-3656913 or ramslfp@hotmail.com.

Sunday, June 6. National Day Dinner.
Nationaldagen at the Club has become a Seattle
tradition! Flags will abound! Chefs Carina and
Malin will prepare a wonderful Swedish meal of
“the Ambassador’s Salmon,” salad with pear and
gorgonzola cheese and princess torte for dessert.
We’ll announce the Swedes of the Year.
All future events subject to COVID-19 restrictions
for Seattle and King County.
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Friday, May 28. Dining Room Dinner & Film.
Enjoy a served dinner from Chef Christine of meatballs ($20) or
rice bowl with salmon, roasted vegetables, etc. ($20). For dessert,
it’s panna cotta with strawberry-rhubarb compote ($6). Chef
Carina makes open-faced shrimp Skagen or salmon sandwich
($15). Takeout options are meatball dinner or open face sandwiches. Music by Skandia Kapell. Watch Mother of Mine (105 min.)
in the lobby ($5 donation). Takeout: 5 to 6 p.m.; Film: 5:30 p.m.;
Served dinners: 6 to 8 p.m.
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cars food prizes
Swedish Club’s
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Car Show
Saturday, June 5, 2021
11 a.m.–4 p.m.

Social distancing and other COVID-19 restrictions
will be followed

The 13th annual Swedish
Classic Car Show is sponsored
by the Swedish Club and open
to all pre-1992, show-class
Volvo and Saab cars.

1920 Dexter Ave. N., Seattle 98109
(on the east side of Queen Anne Hill)
www.swedishclubnw.org

206-283-1090
FREE PARKING

Swedish Club members: To enter, contact Gary
at ramslfp@hotmail.com or 206-365-6913.
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