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Swedish Club . Seattle . Washington
A home for the Nordic-American community

Our Mission
To promote better understanding
between the United States and
the Nordic countries, with
emphasis on Sweden, and to
perpetuate Nordic culture
and traditions through the
teaching, observance, practice
and celebration of this culture
and its traditions.

Holiday Bazaar:
Meet Your Vendors

Helene Sorensen sells
Scandinavian knitted
items and some vintage
items for your home. This
master mitten maker
began knitting in Norway
more than 65 years ago.
She thinks she’s starting
to get the hang of it, and
would love to show off
what she’s been making
during the year of staying
isolated at home.

O

ur vendors are excited
over our upcoming
Holiday Bazaar on Saturday
and Sunday, Nov. 6 & 7. Maybe
it’s the lack of other bazaars for
the past year and a half, but
they tell us they have lots of
inventory and are eager to sell.
Swedish Club members
like to sharpen their baking
skills, so we’ll also have lots of
homemade cookies for sale. It’s
a Swedish and Norwegian
tradition—maybe even a
superstition—to have seven
kinds of cookies, so we’ll offer
some cookies in boxes of seven
delicious varieties. We have run out in
previous years, but we hope not this year! We
are imploring our best bakers to come
through for us and they say they intend to.

Our youngest vendor,
8-year-old Freya Horst, will
sell potholders on Sunday
morning. She’s a budding
entrepreneur, eager to
learn how to market her
craft items.
Some items you can’t find at other
bazaars, and some come with a story about
the producer of the craft or the backstory of
Cont. on p. 8
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Executive Director’s Notes

D

ear friends,
I’m getting pretty tired of
writing about the pandemic and how it
affects us. I imagine you’re getting tired
of reading about it too. But just as a
slowly turning kaleidoscope shows only
incremental changes until a brand-new
design abruptly pops into view, we have
suddenly moved into a brand-new stage
in this pandemic era. The King County
mandate for institutions such as the
Swedish Club to verify vaccination status
for both our own member events and
rental events is new to us, and changes
the way we work. Again. The mandate
took effect on Oct. 25. This is what it
means for us:

Member Events
Member events are those which mostly
only members attend, such as:
• Friday evening dinners and Happy
Hours
• Third Wednesday Members Dinners
• Eating indoors during our Swedish
pancake breakfast
• On-site committee meetings
• Music rehearsals for groups in which
everyone is a Club member
For these events, attendees must
prove they are fully vaccinated or have a
medical exemption. Because we are a
private club, our rules can be stricter
than King County’s rules for everyone
else. Heck, our lawyer says we can
require everyone to wear blue-and-yellow argyle socks if we want to. We won’t
do that—but we have adopted stricter
rules for Club events, since our Club
member medical advisors tell us this is
the best way to kick the pandemic to the

ground. For the same reason, we ask all
our volunteers to be fully vaccinated.
The first time you show us your vaccination record and your identification, if
you have also brought your membership
card, we will punch it—and then you
won’t have to show us your vaccination
card again. Non-member guests who
come on Friday evenings will be able to
purchase a temporary, one-evening
membership for $5, which makes them
subject to this same rule—and also
allows us to sell them alcohol.

Rental Events
Rental events are all other group
activities at the Club, including our
upcoming Holiday Bazaar. According
to the King County Health Department, attendees must be fully vaccinated or have a negative COVID-19 test
within the last two days. Public Health
Seattle — King County requires us to
do the checking, so we are working to
have an army of vaccination checkers
available for our rental events. We will
use vaccination checkers at our Holiday
Bazaar.
How can you help? Two ways: One,
bring your membership card and your
vaccination record the next time you
come to the Club. Two, volunteer to be a
vaccination checker. We’d love to have a
team of volunteers handling this, in
addition to an occasional staff person.
Stay strong, everyone, and carry on.
This too shall pass. Thank you for your
immense support and understanding.
Kristine Leander, Executive Director
kristine@swedishclubnw.org

The Swedish Club acknowledges that we are on the
traditional land of the first people of Seattle, the
Duwamish people, and we honor with gratitude
the land and the Duwamish.
november 2021

President’s Message

T

imes have changed since we moved
necessary—namely, all the precautions
into our first house. My son and
and protocols we’ve had to implement
daughter-in-law just bought their first
because of the COVID-19 pandemic.
home, and their criteria and needs are
The latest of these involves vaccine
quite different. Sure, some are still the
checking, which you can read about in
same—repaint, maybe replace the rugs,
Kristine’s column.
get the furnace serviced, etc. But back
I got to wondering how the Swedish
when Vinda and I selected a house, we
Club coped with the 1918 influenza
thought only about the number of
pandemic. I didn’t find anything
bedrooms and bathrooms and maybe a
specific to the Club—the answer may be
rec room. Our son’s family, however, also buried in our archives if it still exists—
had to think about office space. He and
but I did find a column by Knute Berger
his wife both work mostly from home,
in Crosscut from a year ago. He writes
and it looks like things will stay that way. that the World War I Armistice in
When we moved in I put up a new
November 1918 prompted Seattle
antenna and connected it to our one
theatres, bars and businesses to reopen
TV. The only computerlike device was
for the holidays after only five weeks of
my Hewlett-Packard calculator. At
lockdown—which proved to be a
work, punch cards were still in use, and mistake, as the pandemic flared back
I remember using paper punch tape on
up, and as many people died locally
a teletype machine to run
after the lockdown was
engineering programs
lifted as before it was
It may not
from Boeing computer
imposed. (You can read
services. The new generathe column at tiny.cc/
seem like it,
tion, on the other hand,
crosscut.)
but
things
had to run fiber-optic
It may not seem like
have actually
cable to the house to get
it, but things have actually
enough bandwidth for
improved at the Club
improved at
their computers—and
since last year’s holiday
the Club since
install new wiring to plug
season. In 2020 we were
last year’s
in their electric car at
almost completely shut
night.
holiday season. down; we had no rental
Even schools are
income and our julbord
different. Some grade and
was a takeout meal.
middle schools are
Vaccines, masks and
specializing in areas such as creative arts social distancing have allowed us to start
or music. I don’t think it is better or
bringing some of our activities back. It’s
worse, although it does seem more
too early to say when we will return to
complicated.
normal—or even whether, as with my
At the Swedish Club, we always
son and his new house, “normal” now
have an eye on the past—but we still
means something different. Whatever
have to live in the present. Our building happens, I’m proud to be part of a Club
is officially a landmark, so there are
that is weathering the storm. These
things about it we can’t change—but
safety measures require a ton of effort,
the changes we are making, like lightbut I believe they are worth it.
ing and a new elevator, are helping to
Vi ses pa klubben,
keep us current with the 21st century.
And of course other changes haven’t
Gary Sund
been quite so welcome, but they are
garysund@ymail.com
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SC Announces
News about, or in the interest
of our members...

The Swedish Club announces
1,107 member households,
including 97 Lifetime members
and 84 Social members. Our
members’ names appear in
boldface in Swedish Club
News.

Due to privacy
concerns, the names
of new members
are redacted from
the online edition of
Swedish Club News.
Deaths
Janine Kindahl
Vaughn Sherman

Food Donations Collected
For the Ballard Food Bank
Oct. 3: 20 pounds

Corporate Members

DSC Capital, LLC
Finlandia Foundation
Magnolia Physical Therapy
Massy Ferguson Band
Nelson Boyd Attorneys
Skål Beer Hall
New address? Send your
address changes or corrections
to Swedish Club, Attn.: Address
Change, 1920 Dexter Ave. N.,
Seattle, WA 98109.
Or you can e-mail to
info@swedishclubnw.org.
Let us know if we left out your
information by mistake.
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New Kid on the Block

T

he Swedish Club is very happy to
have the loan of a Swedish
cabinet from Dalarna dated 1785. It
comes to us from the estate of Dagmar O’Brien, who passed away on
Mar. 14, 2021. While Dagmar was not
a member of the Swedish Club, she
was a native Swede through and
through and a very active volunteer at
the National Nordic Museum. Her
estate included this skåp or cabinet.
Her sister Peppe Enfield is certain it
came from Dalarna, and reported that
their mother loved to find wonderful
antiques that she—a dentist’s wife—
would transport home on the back of
her bicycle (to the chagrin of the
community who thought a dentist’s
wife should be more genteel.) While
there’s no guarantee that this skåp was
carried to the family home on the
back of a bicycle, we are delighted to
have it on loan from Dagmar’s estate.
This 236-year-old prize is on the top
floor at the Club. Stop by and say hello
sometime.

Copenhagen pavilion in 1958, so it
suits our building’s mid-century vibe.
We are selling the crystal chandeliers
for $100 each for the small version
and $300 for the center lamp. We
hope to install the new lights in
November, so get your request in
soon.

All available
chandeliers have
been sold.

Now Hiring

T The

he Swedish Club is hiring for
several open positions. It’s a great
place to work, mostly due to our
mission and our members, but as with
lots of businesses in the present
environment, it’s been difficult to find
the right people. Our current director
of operations, Malin Jonsson, is
moving laterally into the position of
food, bar and catering manager.
Swedish food and our bar are, after
all, important to the enterprise of the
Swedish Club, and we believe there is
an opportunity to initiate a catering
company that features Swedish food.
To fill Malin’s shoes, we need to
hire a full-time facilities manager
who can help us keep the jewel of
the Swedish Club in good order. The
Want a Piece of the Club?
ideal candidate will have previous
his pandemic year has given us a
experience in managing a facility,
wonderful opportunity to make Top: This 18th-century skåp from
overseeing rentals and supervising
Dalarna is currently on display
changes in our building. Maybe
part-time workers—all of which are
on the Club’s top floor. Bottom:
you’ve seen the new lobby floor, the
essential to keeping our 61-year-old
The Club is cutting back on its
Executive Director’s new office and
building in good running order.
chandeliers—but you can take one
the complete repainting of the Club?
The other open position is a parthome now for $100.
If not, you are welcome to come have
time maintenance person, who can
a look. There’s one more change coming along, namely the
help us clean and set up for events and be here during
lighting in the dining room. The present lighting was
rental events. As COVID-19 continues to wind down, our
donated by Anna Richardson in 1972. It’s common in
rentals are getting busier, and we need additional help. If
Sweden to have crystal chandeliers of this type, even in
you are interested in either position—or know someone
modern buildings, and when there were no windows to give who might be—contact Kristine Leander at kristine@
a view of the bar from the dining room, they suited us fine. swedishclubnw.org for complete job descriptions.
Some years back, windows were cut into the back wall of
The Swedish Club Board also hopes to attract more
the bar, giving a view from the dining room of the bar’s
members to serve on the Finance Committee, which meets
mid-century modern lighting. The decision has been made
monthly, presently by Zoom. The ideal candidate would
to replace the dining room chandeliers with lighting that
have experience in investments and/or accounting. Memmatches what we have in the bar. Most of the new lighting
bers are not required to join the Board to serve on a comin the dining room will be the modest ceiling caps found in mittee, and it’s not a huge commitment, but the Board is
the bar—with one Louis Paulson pendant artichoke lamp
interested in having more members involved in the finances
in the center. The artichoke lamp was designed for a
and investments of the Club.

T
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facilities

manager
position

has been
filled.

november 2021

Got a Dala Horse?

V

olunteers do a
wonderful job of
arranging displays in our
cabinets in the lobby. The
current display of trolls,
featuring the private troll
collection of Gun Karlsson and books about trolls
from Peppe Enfield, is
worth a trip to the Club to
see. With Christmas
looming, we have an idea
for a new display—namely
dala horses with photos of
the owners. For example,
our beloved Bengt Hag
was a horse collector.
Seattle City Councilman
Dan Strauss has his
grandmother’s dala horse.
Maybe he’d share it and a
photo with us for the display.
Do you have a dala horse that figures prominently in your family’s history? Or one that’s distinct or well loved?
Would you loan it to us with a photo of the owner—who just might be you? The horses will be carefully labeled, and
you’ll get yours back at the conclusion of the display in January. Thank you for letting ED Kristine know if you can
loan us a horse: kristine@swedishclubnw.org.

Cheers to Our Club Volunteers!

I

t’s been quite a year—well, a year and a half—and our
volunteers deserve a dinner on us! We are inviting
anyone who has volunteered for us in the last couple of
years to a dinner on Tuesday, Nov. 9. Our usual menu to
thank our volunteers has been a Thanksgiving-style
dinner to emphasize our gratitude, but this year we are
moving it up a couple of weeks and serving a Swedishstyle dinner instead. We don’t personally invite each
volunteer, as we worry about leaving someone out, so we
do a blanket invitation and invite you to come if you have
volunteered in the last couple of years. Some of our Board
Members will get into the action to serve you. If you want
to invite a guest who has not been a volunteer, we’ll ask
them to pay $22 for this delicious gratitude meal. We
must have your reservation by Friday, Nov. 5. Call 206283-1090 and tell us you’ll be here. As with all member
events, we will ask for your vaccination card or medical
exemption. Even for our wonderful volunteers, there will
be no exceptions to the rule.
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What Are You Doing About
Climate Change?

A

fter reading The Story of More by Hope Jahren, which
describes what industry needs to do about climate
change but also what individuals can do, the Kvinnor Kan
Book Club has issued a challenge to Club members. They’re
suggesting a monthly column in Swedish Club News with
ideas from members about working to reduce global
warming. Every entry will receive two free Swedish pancake breakfast tickets. These are the initial ideas the book
club members came up with:
1. Join Ridwell, a company that helps families sustainably
reuse and recycle stuff. It’s $14 a month, and you may
find “first month free” coupons.
2. One member stopped buying yogurt because it’s in
plastic. Instead she gets her family’s probiotics by buying
kefir in paper cartons.
3. Stop flying for vacations.
If you have a suggestion to share, send it to kristine@
swedishclubnw.org and we’ll send you a couple of breakfast
tickets. Together, we can make a dent, can’t we?
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Coming Events at the Swedish Club
Tuesdays, Nov. 2–Dec. 7.
Beginning Weaving Class.

on holiday shopping, enjoy great Swedish food and greet
old friends. 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

“From yarn to finished cloth.” Learn from experienced
instructor Lois Gaylord. 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. Five sessions: $136
for blue card members and $165 for non-members. This class
starts on Nov. 2 and runs through Dec. 7 (no class on Nov.
23). Register and prepay by calling 206-283-1090. OK to start
one week late. Next class starts in early January.

Sunday, Nov. 7.
Hike First, Pancakes Later.

Friday, Nov. 5.
Dinner, Music and Film!
Menu is Swedish pea soup with ham and salad and openface sandwiches. Dessert is semla. Takeout 6 p.m., in-person dining 6 to 8 p.m. Music by the always-popular Lyle
Schaefer. Film: Swedish TV series The Restaurant (Vår tid
är nu) will start at 5 p.m. Previous episode 4 p.m.

Saturday & Sunday, Nov. 6 & 7.
Holiday Bazaar.
Holiday shopping at its best with vendors selling handmade
and/or Nordic items. Crafts, gifts, baked goods and fun!
Smörgås (sandwiches), pea soup, waffles and meatballs on
Saturday, Swedish pancakes on Sunday. Get an early start
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Find out what friluftsliv is all about! Lake Union Loop
(6 miles). Leave at 8:30 and return for pancakes. Led by Lee
Thomas. Reservations required! 206-283-1090 or rsvp@
swedishclubnw.org.

Sunday, Nov. 7. Swedish Pancake Breakfast!
Vaccine checking changes everything, even our pancake
breakfast. Eat outside under tents? No checking necessary.
Eating inside is only for members with proof of full vaccination or medical exemption. We’ll sell temporary memberships for $5 for those who want to be “member for a
day” and eat inside. Enjoy live music, eating delicious
pancakes and kibitzing with our volunteers who serve the
breakfast. Live music by Korey Tideman, Folk Voice Band
and Bjarne Jacobsen. Bring an item of canned food for the
Ballard Food Bank and receive $1 in Viking bucks to be
spent for future meals, drinks, membership payments, etc.
8 a.m. till 1 p.m.

november 2021

Tuesday, Nov. 9. Volunteer Thank-You Dinner.

Sunday, Nov. 28. Decorate the Christmas Trees.

If you volunteered for us, even once, since the pandemic
began, you are cordially invited to a wonderful dinner as
our way of saying thanks for your work! Partners, spouses
and drivers are welcome, but they’ll be charged $22 for the
meal. Our chefs will make a delicious dinner of Swedishstyle crepes (either ham or mushroom) and salad, plus
chocolate brownies for dessert. Volunteer or guest, we must
have your RSVP by Friday, Nov. 5. 6 p.m.

Three trees—one on each floor—and everyone’s welcome.
3 p.m. Enjoy a cup of the season’s first batch of glögg.

Wednesday, Nov. 10.
Kvinnor Kan Book Club.

Mark Your Calendars
Fridays, Dec. 3 & 10. The Club’s Julbord.
A delicious Christmas evening smörgåsbord.

Sunday, Dec. 5. Pancake Breakfast/Sweater Snag.
Used, mostly Scandinavian sweaters for sale during the
Swedish pancake breakfast.

We’ll watch the film Mother of Mine, about Finnish children who were sent to Swedish families during World War
II (111 min.). Next month’s book is The Vanishing Half by
Brit Bennett. All members of the Club are invited! 5 p.m.

Friday, Dec. 17. Lutfisk Dinner.

Friday, Nov. 12. Dinner, Music by Lushy & Film!

Any regular member is welcome to attend these meetings,
including the Board meeting. Contact kristine@
swedishclubnw.org for Zoom links.

Music is progressive cocktail pop by Lushy! Menu is
meatballs, meat pie with mushrooms & goat cheese and
open face sandwiches. Dessert is apple squares with
whipped cream. Takeout 6 p.m., in-person dining 6 to
8 p.m. Film: Swedish TV series The Restaurant (Vår tid är
nu) at 5 p.m. Previous episode 4 p.m.

Wednesday, Nov. 17. Book Club.
This month’s book is The Unseen by Roy Jacobsen. A novel
about the challenges faced by a family living on their own
on a small island off the west coast of Norway in the first
half of the 20th century. Next month our book is The
Summer Book by Tove Jansson. For info: Joanne Foster at
trudgette@yahoo.com or 206-715-4869.

Wednesday, Nov. 17. Members Dinner.
Our program is by UW professor Andy Meyer, who will
talk about the first woman polar bear hunter and trapper in
Svalbard, the remote archipelago midway between Norway’s north coast and the North Pole. Our menu is seafood
lasagna, salad and flan with whipped cream for dessert.
RSVP by Tuesday at 12 noon, by calling 206-283-1090 or
e-mailing rsvp@swedishclubnw.org. $22. Late RSVPs and
walk-ins $25. Dinner 6:30 p.m., program 7:30.

Friday, Nov. 19. Dinner, Music and Film!
Meatballs, fläskpannkaka (Dutch pancake with bacon,
served with slaw and lingonberries), open face sandwiches.
Dessert is coconut & chocolate Tosca cake with whipped
cream. Reserve your meal by visiting our website or calling
the Club. Takeout 6 p.m., in-person dining 6 to 8 p.m. Live
music by Skandia Kapell. Film: Swedish TV series The
Restaurant (Vår tid är nu) will start at 5 p.m. Previous
week’s episode shown at 4 p.m.

Friday, Nov. 26. Club Closed for Thanksgiving.
w w w. s we d i s h clu bnw. org

What’s Christmas without lutfisk?

Standing Committee Meetings

Building & Property: Usually the fourth Wednesday (This
month: Tuesday, Nov. 23), 5:30 p.m.
Finance: Usually Wednesday before the Board meeting
(This month: Monday, Nov. 22), 4 p.m.
Board: First Wednesday (Nov. 3), 6 p.m. Blue card members welcome by Zoom.
Membership: In person. Every third Monday (Nov. 15),
6 p.m.
The Swedish Club follows all coronavirus-related mandates by
King County and the state of Washington. Masks are required
indoors. We check vaccination status of members and guests,
and COVID-19 vaccinations are required for all of our
volunteers. Thank you for your compliance.

Well Done, Donors!

T

hank you to the following individuals who have
donated to the Swedish Club. Once again, our
members’ generosity amazes us. Thank you wholeheartedly!

General Fund

Scholarships

The estate of Janice
Bogren
Joanne Foster
Lisa Lindstrom &
Neil Snyder
Maya Memolo

Mary Devuono Englund

Bldg. Renovations
Mary Devuono Englund

In Memory of Aina
Oscarsson
Jan Sullivan

In Memory of
Margo Clutter
Jan Sullivan
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BAZAAR
Cont. from p. 1
the item. To hear all of those stories,
you simply have to show up at the
bazaar—and we guarantee that if
you do, you will go home with
something original and unique.
CLOCKWISE FROM UPPER RIGHT:
Ione Bard may be our oldest vendor
at 87 years young. In her years on
the bazaar circuit, she’s sold items
from Leavenworth to Salem, Oregon,
with Minot, North Dakota’s Hostfest
and a myriad of Sons of Norway
conventions and bazaars along the
way. Her specialties are rock trolls,
kitchen witches and velkommen/
välkommen/welcome plaques,
probably numbering in the thousands
by now.
Nancy Bishop-Harvey has some
surprises for us. She and her mother
have been vendors at our various sales
for years. This year, she has created a
Viking couple cutout that attendees
can use for a souvenir photo. Plus,
she’s offering some other items, such
as this Danish horse.
You can depend on picking up some
vintage Swedish items from Kerstin
Liland.
Karna Monaghan will sell vintage
items for your home and some
sweaters. Many of her items have a
Scandinavian flair.
Victoria Guettler will sell handmade
tea towels, jellies and caramels/
macaroons.
Sarah Meranda works full time
making jewelry. She works seasonally
and does a leaf skeleton motif in
the fall, as a symbol of the changing
season.
Our Executive Director Kristine,
under the business name of Stina’s
Sheaves, has been selling this
outdoor Christmas tree for the
birds since 1994, after coming home
from Norway, where she learned the tradition. Called a julkärve in Swedish
or julenek in Norway, these colorful sheaves are harvested in Skagit Valley
during the summer and will be available until she runs out for the year. (Hint:
if you can’t make it to the bazaar, you can call her at 206-778-1081 and make
arrangements to pick one up at another time.)
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