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Swedish Club . Seattle . Washington
A home for the Nordic-American community

Our Mission
To promote better understanding
between the United States and
the Nordic countries, with
emphasis on Sweden, and to
perpetuate Nordic culture
and traditions through the
teaching, observance, practice
and celebration of this culture
and its traditions.

SUMMON YOUR INNER VIKING ON LEIF ERIKSON DAY

FRIDAY

Chef James Bushell will prepare the Swedish
Club’s annual Viking feast and tell us about
Viking cuisine.

6 P.M.

• In true Viking spirit, eat outdoors under a tent
• Or eat indoors
• Or take your meal home to enjoy

OCT. 8

Tickets: $35 at swedishclubnw.org
Club members: $30, call 206-283-1090
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Executive Director’s Notes

R

ick Steves, the local travel guru with
an international following, was
interviewed recently by The New Yorker
and, oh boy, was his message (published
Sept. 19) both hopeful and helpful. If you
haven’t seen the article, you can read it
online at bit.ly/3lCK6vf.
If there’s one industry that’s taken a
bigger hit during the pandemic than social
clubs and restaurants such as the Swedish
Club, it’s travel guides and the travel
industry. No one pays to have travel
dreams during a travel shutdown, so
Rick’s business completely dried up. He
canceled 24,000 bookings and returned all
the customers’ money. Knowing Rick to
be a committed Lutheran, we can be
confident he was fair and open-handed
with his staff as well.
Here at the Club, we at least had our
generous members’ donations and memberships to tide us over. Our journey
hasn’t been as desperate as that of a travel
guide during a pandemic, but it’s been
slim for us too. That’s why Rick’s message
was so hopeful. With the help of Zoom, he
developed weekly travel shows and opined
that COVID-19 would pass for travelers
and eventually become old news. We also
enlisted Zoom here at the Club for
committee and Board meetings, Members
& Friends Dinners, book clubs and
holiday programs—and we too are doing
our best to wait patiently for the day we
can kiss the pandemic goodbye. “Hang
onto your travel dreams,” Rick told us,
and we’re hoping our members hang onto
what they used to enjoy at the Club—and
will again soon. Bravo, Rick!
Meanwhile, the pandemic goes on,
and we go on making accommodations.
Here are several. When it all hit, we were
promoting our annual Kvinnor Kan
dinner, at which we planned to honor
Marianne Forssblad, founding
director of the National Nordic Museum.
She was to join the ranks of gender
equality advocate Alene Moris, ACLU of
Washington Executive Director Kathleen

Taylor, Gov. Christine Gregoire, UW
President Ana Mari Cauce and Dr. Azita
Emami, dean of the UW School of
Nursing. Since the dinner was scheduled
for Mar. 15, 2020, we reluctantly canceled
it and hoped the time would be right soon.
But as you know, that didn’t happen. On
top of the pandemic, Marianne lives most
of the year in Sweden with intermittent
stretches here in Seattle, so we didn’t know
when we could give her the award.
Fortuitously, though, we invited
members who joined during the pandemic to come for a new members’
dinner, and learned that Marianne would
attend as the guest of one new member.
Voilà! Here was our opportunity to
present her with the engraved award
(dated Mar. 15, 2020) and a Kvinnor Kan
shirt. She joined the Club on that evening, and we’ll be able to welcome her
back often. Congratulations, Marianne!
Another accommodation is the new
King County rule that all indoor guests at
restaurants and gatherings such as ours
must be vaccinated. While we don’t know
exactly how we’ll roll this out, we are
committed to telling members that we’ll
check their vaccination cards only once—
and thereafter, they can enter the Club
without having to display the cards. We
support the rules that are designed to stop

After a year and a half, we were
finally able to give Marianne
Forssblad her Kvinnor Kan award.
L–R: Marianne, Gordon Strand, Lori
Ann Reinhall, Kristine Leander.
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the spread of COVID-19 and will happily
make this accommodation for the sake of
the community. Bravo, King County!
All our events in the foreseeable
future will be at least partially outdoors, with the indoor areas ventilated
with lots of fresh air. Make plans now
to come to our indoor/outdoor Holiday
Bazaar on Nov. 6 & 7. Button up and
come on over. Bravo, fresh air!
Lastly, we have canceled (for now) the
Gala fundraising event we had scheduled

for Oct. 16—not so much directly due to
the pandemic, but indirectly related to the
workload that the pandemic has placed
on staff and volunteers. It’s always been
tricky to coordinate all the details, but
doubly so these days. Bravo, commonsense workloads!
Thank you, members and friends of
the Swedish Club, for all your support.
Kristine Leander, Executive Director
kristine@swedishclubnw.org

Members & Friends: LEIF Comes to the Table

O

ct. 9 is Leif Erikson Day—and so
All of the above statues are copies of
our Oct. 20 Members & Friends
the Seattle Leif Erikson statue designed
Dinner will include a program by the
by August Werner and erected during the
Leif Erikson International Foundation
1962 World’s Fair. LEIF also worked with
(LEIF) on their work to donate 10-foot
the Port of Seattle to give this statue a new
bronze statues of the famous Viking to
home by taking it down from its original
various Saga-mentioned sites in Europe pedestal and installing it in a new plaza at
and North America.
Shilshole Marina,
Around A.D. 1000,
where the names of
Leif became the first
more than 2,500
known European to set
Nordic immigrants
foot on American
now encircle it.
shores—but his famous
LEIF grew from
voyage wasn’t recorded or
efforts by Club
promoted until several
Executive Director
centuries later. So it isn’t
Kristine Leander
surprising that although
to connect Seattle
this local group has been
with Trondheim,
raising funds for and
where she had lived
donating statues since
and studied for her
1997, many people haven’t
Ph.D., and then to
heard about them yet.
the other areas
LEIF began by placing
where she and the
Learn
more
about
Leif
at
a statue in 1997 in Trondgroup eventually
our
October
Members
&
heim, Norway, where Leif
gave statues. As
Friends Dinner.
served under the Nordic
hobbies go, not a bad
king. Then in 2000,
record! Come on
another statue was erected in Greenland, Oct. 20 to enjoy photos of replicas of
the home of Leif and his famous outlaw
Seattle’s statue around the world.
father, Erik the Red. In 2013, the Viking
Enjoy a meal of beef and cabbage
settlement site at L’Anse aux Meadows,
casserole, with fruit salad and brandy
Newfoundland, Canada, received a
whipped cream or ice cream for dessert.
statue. Finally in 2017 LEIF donated a
RSVP by 12 noon, Tuesday, Oct. 19, at
bust to the Island of Lewis in the Outer
rsvp@swedishclubnw.org or 206-283Hebrides, Scotland, where it’s said that
1090. $22. Late RSVPs and walk-ins
Leif wintered over one year.
$25. Dinner 6:30 p.m., program 7:30.
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SC Announces
News about, or in the interest
of our members...

The Swedish Club announces
1,097 member households,
including 96 Lifetime members
and 94 Social members. Our
members’ names appear in
boldface in Swedish Club
News.

Due to privacy
concerns, the names
of new members
are redacted from
the online edition of
Swedish Club News.
Deaths
Bjorn Bergvinsson
Margo Clutter
Susan Loomis

Food Donations Collected
For the Ballard Food Bank
Sept. 12: 44 pounds

Corporate Members

DSC Capital, LLC
Finlandia Foundation
Magnolia Physical Therapy
Massy Ferguson Band
Nelson Boyd Attorneys
Skål Beer Hall
New address? Send your
address changes or corrections
to Swedish Club, Attn.: Address
Change, 1920 Dexter Ave. N.,
Seattle, WA 98109.
Or you can e-mail to
info@swedishclubnw.org.
Let us know if we left out your
information by mistake.
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Putting Stock in the Club
Swede of the Year makes historic
$1.2 million gift
By Martin Stillion
t’s been an eventful 53 years in the Seattle area for
Vivi-Anne Lindback. But she isn’t finished
making a difference yet.
Vivi-Anne and her husband, Eckhard Schipull,
live on Mercer Island and are the Swedish Club’s
current Swedes of the Year, even though Eckhard is
German. It’s a poorly kept secret that the Swede of
the Year award goes to those who have distinguished
themselves by their generosity, either financially or
in spirit, which is indeed the case with Vivi-Anne.
But it was a few months after she and Eckhard
received this award that they surprised us with
another gift: namely, 4,000 shares of Microsoft
stock, valued at $1.2 million when it was given.
The couple agree that the gift represents their
confidence in the leadership of the Swedish Club
and the direction it’s going. But Eckhard says he
wants to make sure Vivi-Anne gets the credit. She
says it was his idea. To decide what the truth is, it
will probably help to know more about Vivi-Anne.
She grew up in Västernorrland in northeastern
Sweden, near the city of Sundsvall along the Baltic coast.
She describes the area as “timberland with huge trees. It’s
a beautiful city between small mountains on the ocean.
There used to be a lot of skiing—but there were no jobs.”
That’s why in 1968, she emigrated with her first husband,
following a job offer for him to work at Boeing in Seattle.
So far, so good—but after a few months, Vivi-Anne
decided to seek a job of her own. Her English skills were
good enough to get her hired at Peoples National Bank of
Washington—which kicked off a career of more than 25
years in international banking. The bank’s progressive work
environment suited her. “They respected women,” she says,
“which is not that common in some countries…. They
promoted women.” Her job became even more important
when her husband was laid off during the infamous “Boeing
Bust” of the early 1970s. “There were some tough years,” she
says, “when my first husband lost his job and I was working
in a bank for four hundred and fifty dollars a month.”
Thanks to her job, however, Vivi-Anne and her husband were able to remain in the United States at a time
when many immigrants had to go back to Sweden after
being laid off. Her marriage ended after a few more years,
but it was around then that she started looking into what
Seattle had to offer in terms of Swedish culture.

I
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The Swedish Club at that time lacked the progressive
atmosphere of Vivi-Anne’s workplace. Only men were
admitted to the Club as voting members; women were
expected to join the Auxiliary and stay in the background. That didn’t appeal to Vivi-Anne. “I didn’t have
time to sit down and knit,” she says. “I was working full
time!” She became involved instead with the Svenska
Kulturforbundet (Swedish Cultural Society), an independent organization that raised money to produce Swedish-themed events—and welcomed women as members
and leaders.
In the late 1980s the Club finally saw the light and
started admitting women—and for a while Vivi-Anne
served on the boards of both the Kulturforbundet and
the Club. As a Board Member, she helped set into motion
one of the Club’s most successful endeavors: our
monthly Swedish pancake breakfasts. “We had a treasurer who was very enthusiastic about trying different
things,” she recalls. “He and someone else had been up
north where they served Swedish pancakes once a
month, so we decided to copy it. It was a big job to find
people to make batter, cook the pancakes, serve and set
up tables. My job was to work with others to find volunteers and call the servers to come into work. There were
some young people who didn’t show up all the time.” But
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she succeeded in finding a dependable crew, and with
the addition of live music, a Seattle Swedish institution
was born. “That was probably the highlight when it
comes to the Swedish Club for me,” Vivi-Anne says.
She met Eckhard because they both worked in international banking, and they married in the mid-1980s.
They were early Microsoft investors. Now retired, they
spend a lot of time traveling and have made major gifts to
other nonprofits as well as the Swedish Club.
“Vivi-Anne caught us off guard with this gift,” says
Executive Director Kristine Leander, “but it comes at a
time when the Club faces major decisions about its future,
and it may well make those decisions easier. We’re grateful
that someone who’s given so much of her time and talent
to the Club is also able to give financially.” The Club has
already committed to holding her gift for one year before
making any decisions about what to do with it. Vivi-Anne
says there are no strings attached—she just wants to keep
the Club going. We wish the same for her.

T

In Memoriam

he little girls who each received a pair of red knitted
mittens from Bjorn Bergvinsson at a Swedish Club
Holiday Bazaar will probably never learn of his passing,
but the rest of us are
heartsick about
losing him on Aug.
14, 2021. He
delighted in picking
out one little girl at
each sale—probably
touring the bazaar
with her parents—
upon whom he would
bestow a pair of red
mittens. Even when
sweater sales at their
table weren’t as good
as Bjorn and his
brother B.J. (Bjarni)
would have liked, he
enjoyed presenting little girls with red mittens.
Born in Reykjavik in 1956 to Björn Bergvinsson and
Guðríður Ragnheiður Bjarnadóttir, Bjorn immigrated to
the United States with his family, stopping in British
Columbia before eventually settling in Seattle in 1961. He
attended school in Ballard, and although he was always a
loyal member of the Ballard High School Class of 1974, he
actually graduated from high school in Iceland. He and
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Meet Wendy
Perhaps you’ve called the
Club in the past few weeks
and noticed a new voice
on the line—or perhaps
you came in and met
Event Coordinator Wendy
Lundin Clark at the front
desk. As our newest staff
member, Wendy will give
our volunteers a hand
with clerical duties and
coordinate the thousand
tiny details that attend
our weekly meals, monthly meetings and special
events. (We hired her just in time for ABBA
Night, so she’ll definitely hit the ground running.)
While it wasn’t a job requirement, it didn’t hurt
Wendy’s chances of getting hired when we found
out she had been a Lucia once upon a time. Be
sure to say hello when you see her.
B.J. cooperated in two local businesses: a hauling business, and sweater designs and sales at bazaars such as the
Club’s. He was well known at Club functions, and always
heartily welcomed. We will miss him.

T

he one word that best describes Margo Clutter is
adventuresome. Other words might be generous,
caring or friendly. Margo was born in Brazil and immigrated first to New York City and eventually to Seattle.
She became friends
with various Swedish
Club members
through WICS, a
widows’ group, and
eventually joined the
Club.
Margo went out
of her way to meet
new people and
established herself as
almost always the
very first person to
sign up for an event.
(Did we say adventuresome?) She was also active in the
VFW and the International Women’s Club, and had a
strong religious faith. Margo worked for various families
in the Seattle area as a private client manager and was still
a vibrant employee, full of life, at the time of her unexpected and too-soon passing. She will be missed.
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Coming Events at the Swedish Club
Friday, Oct. 1. Dinner, Music and Film!
Menu: meatballs, Flying Jacob (a Swedish curry dish with
chicken, bananas and peanuts), plus open-face sandwiches.
Dessert is apple cake. Please order in advance at 206-2831090 or swedishclubnw.org. The Restaurant (Vår tid är nu)
will start at 5 p.m. Previous week’s episode shown at 4 p.m.

Sunday, Oct. 3. Hike after Pancakes.
Find out what friluftsliv is all about! We’ll leave around
11:30 to hike the Lake Union loop (6 miles). Reservations
required! 206-283-1090 or rsvp@swedishclubnw.org.

Sunday, Oct. 3. Outdoor Pancakes & Book Sale!

gives his talk on Viking cuisine. (In case of rain, we plan
for a sea of pop-up tents.) Menu: Viking-style pork, cod or
broad beans and peas. RSVP to 206-283-1090 or rsvp@
swedishclubnw.org. $30 for blue card members, $35 for
guests. Deadline to order tickets Oct. 4.

Wednesday, Oct. 13. Kvinnor Kan Book Club.
We are reading The Story of More by Hope Jahren. The
author describes cultural changes that have led to global
warming. All Club members invited! Next month (Nov. 10)
we’ll watch a film, Mother of Mine, about Finnish children
sent to Swedish families during World War II. 5 p.m.

Secret Garden Books will be here selling books selected for
our members, and we’re also selling used books (practically
giving them away!) during the pancake breakfast. Come
enjoy live music, eating delicious pancakes in our parking
lot and kibitzing with our volunteers who serve the breakfast. Tents and umbrellas borrowed from members will
ward off sun or rain. Enjoy live music by Sølje Sisters,
Seattle Skandia Spelmanslag and Karusellen. Bring an item
of canned food for the Ballard Food Bank and receive $1 in
Viking bucks to be spent for future meals, drinks, membership payments, etc. 8 a.m. till 1 p.m.

Friday, Oct. 15. Dinner, Music and Film!

Monday, Oct. 4. Language Classes Resume.

This month’s book is Hotel Silence by Auður Ava Ólafsdóttir. About a man with an ingenious way to end his life.
Chosen as best Icelandic novel in 2016. Next month our
book is The Unseen by Roy Jacobsen. For info: Joanne
Foster at trudgette@yahoo.com or 206-715-4869.

Check schedule at swedishclubnw.org/Events/classes.htm.
All levels of Swedish language classes, plus a class on
“Scandinavian Mythology: The Eddas” and a class on “The
Vikings: Bronze Age Scandinavia to the Coming of Christianity.” Most classes meet online; enrollment is limited.

Friday, Oct. 8. Viking Dinner.
This authentic Viking meal always sells out! We’ll have
outdoor dining (hey, we’re hardy Vikings, aren’t we?) as
well as indoor dining and takeout. Chef James Bushell

Well Done, Donors!

T

hank you to the following individuals who have
donated to the Swedish Club. Once again, our
members’ generosity amazes us. Thank you wholeheartedly!

General Fund
Joanne Foster
Michael Levine
Richard Mitchell
Stuart Mork
Marta Taggart
Sofia & Greg Taylor
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In memory of Aina
Oscarsson
Desiree & Larry Omdal

In Memory of JanÖrjan Westerlund
Desiree & Larry Omdal

Meatballs, baked salmon with mushrooms, leeks and cream
cheese, and open-face sandwiches. Dessert is Swedish waffles
with lingonberry whipped cream. Please order in advance at
swedishclubnw.org or 206-283-1090. Takeout at 6 p.m.,
in-person dining 6 to 8 p.m. Live music is “Piano Back to
Back”: Casey MacGill & Tony Foster bring a night of jazz and
standards with a mixture of piano, ukulele and cornet. Film:
Swedish TV series The Restaurant (Vår tid är nu) will start at
5 p.m. Previous week’s episode shown at 4 p.m.

Wednesday, Oct. 20. Book Club.

Wednesday, Oct. 20. Members & Friends Dinner.
Oct. 9 is the annual Leif Erikson Day, so our program is by
the Leif Erikson Foundation, a local group that has given
replicas of Seattle’s Leif statue to other sites mentioned in
the Sagas. Our menu is beef and cabbage casserole, with
fruit salad and brandy whipped cream or ice cream for
dessert. RSVP by Tuesday at 12 noon, by calling 206-2831090 or e-mailing rsvp@swedishclubnw.org. $22. Late
RSVPs and walk-ins $25. Dinner 6:30 p.m., program 7:30.

Friday, Oct. 22. Dinner, Music and Film!
Meatballs, chicken with tomatoes in cream sauce and openface sandwiches. Dessert is Budapest roulade. Please order in
advance at swedishclubnw.org or 206-283-1090. Takeout at
6 p.m., in-person dining 6 to 8 p.m. Live music TBD. Film:
Swedish TV series The Restaurant (Vår tid är nu) will start at
5 p.m. Previous week’s episode shown at 4 p.m.

Friday, Oct. 29. Danish Night and Book Bash.
Frikadeller (Danish meatballs), sole with parsley sauce and
open-face sandwiches. Dessert is Danish apple cake. Please
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order in advance at 206-283-1090
or swedishclubnw.org. Takeout at
6 p.m., in-person dining 6 to
8 p.m. Danish music by Skandia
Kapell. The Restaurant (Vår tid är
nu) will start at 5 p.m. Previous
week’s episode shown at 4 p.m.

Saturday & Sunday, Nov. 6
& 7. Holiday Bazaar.
Vendor applications available. To
request one: 206-283-1090 or
rsvp@swedishclubnw.org.

Standing Committee
Meetings

Building & Property: Usu. 4th
Wed. (Oct. 27), 5:30 p.m. Contact
Kristine for Zoom link.
Finance: Usu. Wed. before Board
mtg. (Oct. 27), 4 p.m. Contact
Kristine for Zoom link.
Board: 1st Wed. (Oct. 6), 6 p.m.
Blue card members welcome by
Zoom; contact Kristine for link.
Membership: In person. Every
other 3rd Mon. (Nov. 15), 6 p.m.
The Swedish Club follows all
coronavirus-related mandates by
King County and the state of
Washington. Currently, vaccinations are required of all volunteers
and starting Oct. 25, staff will
verify vaccination status of all
guests who enter the building for
food or entertainment. Thank you
for your compliance.
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Whether you’re new to the Swedish Club or a longtime member, you can show your pride and help us
promote the Club by buying a bumper sticker for
your vehicle. Pick them up at the Club for $4 each, or
request them by mail for $5 at 206-283-1090.
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